
i 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements 

 

 Writing a thesis inevitably entails indebtedness to many people and institutions. 

During the course of this research, I have received guidance, support, encouragement, 

camaraderie, love, hospitality and hope from many people in many places. This is the place 

to express my sense gratitude to all of them and in the process also to reinforce the bonds I 

shared or continue to share with most of them.  

 First and foremost, my deepest gratitude is to my supervisor and teacher Professor 

Deeptha Achar for her constant guidance and supervision of this thesis at every stage. She 

knew my area of interest and encouraged me to move away from a conventional topic to 

explore a new area. So, the subject of this thesis is as much hers as it is mine. Her 

suggestions about the reading required for this work were invaluable. It was her thinking 

through my problems and incisive comments on my work which gave this thesis the present 

shape. Without her help in developing the theoretical frameworks and in selecting the 

categories to analyse the three figures under this study, this thesis would have been 

impossible. Working on her comments made my doctoral research a thrilling intellectual 

experience. Her constant reiteration to think slowly made me read texts more carefully and 

write more systematically. She has remained generous with her personal time, despite her 

own multiple intellectual and social commitments, to discuss this work at various stages. I 

have to thank her separately for allowing me free and unrestricted access to her personal 

library, so much so that as I write this, at least one-third of the books in my study have been 

either borrowed or just lifted from her library. My thanks to her extends beyond the 

professional help. This thesis has seen the light of the day because of her belief in this project 



ii 

 

 

 

right from the first day. For a very long period of time, when I was beset with doubts in my 

own abilities, it was her phone calls which got me out of the sense of despondency and gave 

me courage to work. I wish to thank her for all this. I owe this thesis to Professor Deeptha 

Achar as I owe the career in academia to her encouragements as a teacher during my post-

graduate days. 

 Here, I wish to express my thanks to Professor Deeptha Achar’s family (Santosh, 

Kathya, Manu) for putting up with my constant intrusion into their family time almost on the 

weekly basis during the last six months and then on the daily basis during the last fortnight of 

this thesis writing. Not only were they gracious but also extended warmth and hospitality. 

Thank you.   

 I express my thanks to Professor Sudha Pandya and Professor M. F. Salat, both heads 

of the department of English at different points of time during this work for their help and for 

words of encouragement. At this point, I also wish to express my heartfelt thanks to my 

teachers at the M. S. University of Baroda, especially Dr Susan Bhatt, Professor P. C. Kar, 

Dr M. T. Ansari and Professor Bharat Mehta, for encouraging me as a student to read and 

reflect.  

 I acknowledge with thanks the help and support given by the staff of the following 

libraries: 

- Hansa Mehta Library, The M. S. University of Baroda, Baroda 

- Centre for Contemporary Theory Library, Baroda 

- Maulana Azad Library, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh 

- University Library, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 

- Nehru Memorial and Museum Library, New Delhi 



iii 

 

 

 

- Central Library, M. D. Gramseva Mahavidyalaya, Sadra 

- Central Library, Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedabad 

- Sampoorn Kranti Vidyalaya Library, Vedchhi 

 I wish to express my thanks to Professor P. C. Kar, Director of the Centre for 

Contemporary Theory, Baroda for his encouragement throughout this work. Even before I 

undertook this research work, he granted me a month-long Library Fellowship at the Centre 

for Contemporary Theory where I read and thought about the question of nationalism in 

social sciences. It was this fellowship which encouraged me to think more deeply through the 

categories of nation and nationalism.  

 I wish to express my heartfelt thanks to my friend Dr Bini B. S. for her meticulous 

copyediting and proofreading of this entire thesis. Her comments forced me to think more 

carefully. Thanks also for the love and care she showed for my work and constant 

encouragement during all these years. Many thanks to Dr Rajan Barrett for his unconditional 

friendship, help and support and also for constantly asking that supremely irritating classical 

question: Amar, what is the stage of your PhD? Thank you for the intellectual stimulus.  

 The first draft of chapter IV on Gandhi and vegetarianism was presented for the first 

time in a close reading group. I wish to thank members of the group—Professor Deeptha 

Achar, Dr Santosh Dash, Dr V. Sebastian and Dr Rajan Barrett—for their extensive 

comments which helped me in developing it into a full chapter. 

 I wish to record my sense of gratitude to Professor Lajwanti Chatani (Baroda), 

Professor Shan Muhammad (Aligarh), Dr Rizwan Quaiser (New Delhi) and Vikas Gupta 

(New Delhi) for their help in clarifying my doubts and for advice in locating books.   



iv 

 

 

 

 Research for this thesis took me to Aligarh (2010 and 2012) and New Delhi (2010). 

People who were unknown to me at that time (and now they are among friends on whom I 

can depend on) offered gracious hospitality to me and made my stay comfortable. Thanks to 

Dr Shahbaz Ali Khan (at Aligarh) for friendship, shayari, Hindi poetry and love from the day 

one of our meeting. I owe thanks to Rashid Ali (at New Delhi) for helping me access JNU 

Library and for opening his house for me for the period of my stay in New Delhi.  

 It was the M. A. class of 2005 where it all began. The two years from 2003-2005 

remains the best years of my life. Without doubt, it was the class of 2005 which made me 

look at everything in a new light. It was rigourous and it was fun. My classmates Mandvi, 

Vidya, Neha, Mukta, Gayithri, Jasmine, Anusha and Atul kept the atmosphere in the 

department vibrant. With Nitesh, Vinod and Johanna joining in, we virtually monopolised the 

corridor of the teachers’ building to discuss, debate, share (food) and fight (over inane as 

well as profound issues). There was never a dull moment during those two years.Thank you 

all.  

 Johanna showed me what commitment to work and society means and by her sheer 

honesty to her work inspired me to engage with my own work with more passion and 

integrity. She was instrumental in getting me in touch with her friends in Aligarh and New 

Delhi where I went for the purpose of this research. Thank you for love, affection and 

friendship. 

 Nitesh has remained my guiding light and ready reference for all matters of political 

science for more than fifteen years now. He continues to answer all my queries (ranging from 

serious to banal) with equal seriousness. Thank you for friendship, love and tremendous 

amount of intellectual input. Dr Dhananjay Rai at Central University of Gujarat and Dr Prem 



v 

 

 

 

Anand Mishra at Gujarat Vidyapithhave helped me read Gandhi more critically. Thank you 

both.  

 I owe thanks to Dr Sudarshan Iyengar, former Vice Chancellor of Gujarat Vidyapith 

for constantly reminding me to focus on the PhD. Also, his lectures on Gandhi at different 

occasions alerted me to various misconceptions related to Gandhi. Thanks is also due to 

Professor Nimisha Shukla (Gujarat Vidyapith) for being the constant source of 

encouragement and friendship. Her presence at Ahmedabad campus makes life easier 

professionally as well as personally. I would also like to thank Professor Vidyut Joshi for his 

interest in my academic and research work and for constantly reminding me to finish the PhD 

and take up new projects. At this moment, I miss Narayan Desai, former Chancellor of 

Gujarat Vidyapith who passed away just some months before the completion of this work. It 

is to him that I owe my knowledge of the intimate life of Gandhi. I put on record my sense of 

gratitude to him for listening patiently to my questions and comments on Gandhi. 

 I thank the Coordinator of my college as well as the management of Gujarat 

Vidyapith for granting me a leave of five weeks during the final stages of this thesis. I also 

would like to express my gratitude to Dr Poonam Mittal who was the Director at my former 

place of work in Bardoli when this work started. She wanted to see this thesis finished sooner 

than it is happening.  

 Iliyas, my friend and a fellow PhD candidate forced me to work hard by going about 

his own work in a disciplined manner. I thank him for his companionship during the last leap 

of this thesis. Without his company, working on this thesis would have not been so much fun. 

 I wish to thank my friends, colleagues and well-wishers at my past as well as present 

workplace as life would not have been the same without them. I thank Divya, Nehal, Dhara, 



vi 

 

 

 

Manika, Mitali, Hardik, Arpana, Dharamendra, Nipam, Ashish and Shefali, Gaurangbhai and 

Nileshbhai at Bardoli; Dhwanil, Dhara, Yogesh, Divyesh, Kaushik, Jitendra and Pradeep 

Acharya at Sadra; Ramnath, Shruti, Vikas, Anish and Bhavika at Gandhinagar; Dr Gita 

Vishwanath, Dr Arti Majumdar, Dr Bela Desai, Parth Dave and Dhiren Parmar at Baroda; Dr 

Surendra Gadekar and Umadidi at Vedchhi for their support and wishes. Atul has remained a 

companion and colleague right from the under-graduate days. I owe him thanks for help with 

bibliography and encouragement throughout this work.  

 Life at Sadra would not have been worthwhile without two people who have become 

my second family. Thank you Vikram and Lajju for making me feel at home and putting up 

with my tantrums. I thank Vikram also for forcing me to rethink my position on many public 

issues and it is to him that I owe my understanding of questions concerning the education 

system in India and why the struggle to save public education is more urgent than ever. 

Thank you for your constant challenges to my beliefs and also for your tremendous infectious 

energy. It is entirely my fault that I am pretty unresponsive to such positive infections. 

 Finally, it has to be the family. Amma, my brother Pramod and sister-in-law Anita 

tolerated my eccentricity and continue to do so without complaint. They have given me 

freedom from the routine household affairs to pursue my work. Their forbearance is a lesson 

in humility to me. Kanishka—my niece—has been a bundle of joy and love ever since her 

arrival seven years ago. I end this list of gratitude by remembering my eldest brother 

Rajesh—the guiding presence in my life from the time I began my schooling till the end of 

his own life. He would have been happy to see me doing this research. All my endeavours 

remain a dedication to his memory. Miss you so much.      

         Amarendra Pandey 


