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‘The M.Bh. is the longest poem in the world, but its length is not its real merit.
What endears to us is its unique theme and its immortal characters. Whoever might
be the author of the epic, he certainly had the deep knowledge of the ndian milieu
in all its aspects, and what is more, he had a still deeper insight into human nature.
The poem shows clearly that human nature ultimately pines for tranquillity and
peace. This truth, which the poem presents in an aesthetical form, makes the poem
really great and immortal.'*®
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"Verily, the M.Bh. constitutes an outstanding record of the collective conscious,
unconscious and subconscious of man. There is hardly any human thought or
sentiment which has not found expression in this epic, and there is hardly any
conceivable situation in human life which has not been portrayed in 1t Indeed, one
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of the most striking features of the M.Bh. it that every reader {inds in it something,
which is, as it were, specifically addressed to him. In this sense, the M.Bh. belongs
not only to the Indians but to every citizen of the world."**
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"The origin of the M.Bh. from an orally improvising bardic tradition can no
longer be doubted today. Evidence can be found in the laxity of its style using a
wealth of formulaic expressions and expletive words whose only function seems
to be fill the verse.*?
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'The basic and overall milieu of the M.Bh. may be said to belong to the early
post-vedic age when the text was composed as a unified work by a versatile genius.
It appears to have creatively utilize diverse kinds of traditions then current bardic,
priestly and ascetic. Since the text was used for popular recitation and exposition,
many supplementary narratives and discourses were added in the process to further
illustrate the point already made in the original text.'*®
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'In the course of the traditionally accepted threefold growth of the epic, the
bardic - historical poem, Jaya, wherein the original Kaurava ballads(it is significant

in this connection that the war parvans in the epic are named‘exoiusively after the
kaurava commanders) had already been adapted in favour of the Pandavas, was
transformed into Bharata as the result of the operation of two processes, namely,
the normal epic enlargement of the bardic-historical poem and its tandentious
redcution so as to make it serve as an efficacious popular wehicle for the propa-
gation of the new 'dharma’ of Krishna, with the 'Bhagavadgita' as the focal point.'*®
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"The Mahabharat, the epic of poetic flight, with words of imperative sway, has
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evoked the subtlety and richness of the soul of Asia. it has been the meaning hidden
in minds, whether of India or of other climes enriched with her spirit. Centuries
have listened to constant drone, the gabbling, stumbling, and scrabmbling in the
~ repetition of the holy words of the Bharat' in the shrines and sanctuaries, and temles
and places, of South East Asia. It has been a living existence. The 'Bharat' was a.

living organism, wherein voices, horizons, piety, and illumination mingled.'*®
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