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CHAFTER V

AGRARTAN SOCIETY AND SO0CIAL CHANGE

Considered at a general plane; Gujarat society appears to
have been dualistic in character. On the one hand was the
fragmented, princely’, war—oriented, uneducated, clan-organised
population of Raiputs, HKolis, Kathis, Bhils, etc., which as well'
include migratoryhherdsmen and certain low caste groups. On  the
other was the more unified, trader-administrator, educated,
caste~organised population ot Brahmins, Vénias, Jains and upper
caste peasants. Whereas, Muslims fell partially on both sides of

this divide, the Parsis onto the caste—organiséd~side. To some

scholars this dualiiy appears as basic cultural fact, which, in
the nineteenth century, was being superceded as a more
integrative political and economic structure emerged. Al though

there might be an element of reductionism in such a perspective
it can be taken as a working hypothesis with the caution that the
pre-colonial Indian or Guiarati society was not a simplistic one
and there existed a close interaction as well as tension between
itz varipus segments. The present chapter tries to outline the
contours of society in Broach, the different strands and eslements

that composed it, and specially the way it responded to colonial

rule and the changes it euperienced in the process.
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1. Alice Whitecomb Clark, "Central bBujarat in the Nineteenth
anturZ t The Integration of amn Agrarian _system", Ph.D.
dissertation, Wisconsin University 1979, Chapter I; Also see
Burton Stein, "The Segmentary State in South Indian.ﬁistury", in
Richard 6. Fox (ed.) Realm and Region in Traditional India, New
Delhi 1977. On page 47 stein talks abouft "the two kinds of
oppositional tensions present in every part of the macroregion :
that. between organically, caste-organised nuclei of societ and
those tribally, segmentarilly organlized tracts of most localities
and that between essentially agrarian and essentially commercial
gconomic net works"; Also see kric Stokes, JThe Peasant and the
Rai. New Delhi 1978, p.34. :
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There was hardly a visible change in the environs of &
village though trelations within it seems to have changed a great
deal under colonial rule. The attachment of the Qillagers in
genegral and peasants in particular to their land wa quite firm

and permanent. James Forbes observed in 17735 :

They seldom quit the village where their fathers were born
and died; there thez plough the fields, reap the harvest, and
tend the cattle to the groves and lakes which surround their
humble dwellings, built of mud and straw, whence their wives

and daughters spin cotton, rind corn, and prepare their
simple repast of pulse, milk and vegetables ... The
villagers, who seldom visit cities, preserve an i1nnocent

simplicity of manners; their women are modest and decline,
«exs the country (Baroche Purgunna) in the highest style of
cultivation, the inhabitants. peaceable and happy, the
villages, seldom more than two miles Ffrom each other,
contained fifty to a hundred cottages, with a tank, and one
or two public wells; the white domg of a Hindoo temple, or a
Mahomedan minaret rising among the mango and tamarind trees,
added to the genetral beauty.

fhe cultivated tracts abound with hares, antelopes, foxes,

and dackals; also partridges, quails, and other -
game; and every village has its monkeys and peafowl;
s+ the lakes and rivers are covered with flamingos,

galicans. ducks, and waterfowl in great variety... .

he water-melons at Baroche are esteemed the best in India,
especially those which grow on a sandy island in

the Nerbudda, near the ¢city.2

Forty Ffive years later Monier Williams rainfcrced” the

-
above picture while closely watching the village scene.

Another thirty years later A. K. Forbes found the village environ

1n the same condition. He remarked (1852) that @

each village has its neighbouring stream or tank, and
most frequently its mosque and temple. The fields are...
enclosed with strong and high germanent hedges, which
with noble trees that everywhere abound, “render the
country so close, that the boundaries of a field
circumscribe the view, and unless the hum of voices,
the whirr of the spinning-wheel, or the barkin of
dogs, qgives him notice of its vic1nit¥, the traveller
enter a village unawares. Hedges and trees here swarm
with birds, o manr varieties, from the peacock to the
sparrows game o all kinds is in the greatest
- abundance, and monkeys rove about .in troops, or rather
in armies. 4 :
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2. Qriental Memoirs. Vol. II, London 1813, pp.77-78, 104 & 225,

. cf. Memoir of Broach, pp. 41, S1-52.

4. Bas Mala : Hindu Annals of Western India with articul
reference £o Guiaraf, London 1878 treprint, New DeTRT-T8737,
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It was in this verdant ruwal environment externally +fixed and

‘permanent’ that the agrarian drama was enacted.

. SOCIAL SIRATIFICATION

The Fanbis, Wolié, Rajputs, Braﬁminsg and Muslim Bohras were
the main ‘agricultural castes of the district of Broach. Whereas
most of the land was held by the Kanbis, Bohras and Raliputs., the
Falis tilled the land as; sharecroppers and labourers though 1in
some villages they were also the holders of land at par  with

other dominant groups.

The Hanbis constituted a mador section of the cultivating
groups. There were two main division of kKanbis §  the leuwas and

e oun e e e

the Ladvas; the farmer being predominant in the district. The
habits., way of life, and general character of both were the same.
But, although they could eat together, they did not intermarry.
The leuwa was considered the superior of the two. The Fanbis were
industrious cultivators but gquite dominant in their villages.
They were fond of asserting their independence, and the
dependence of others on higs aid. On this subject there were
. several proverbs, 8.0Q. ‘wherever it thunders, there the Foonbes
iz a landholder®, or ‘TensEFf millions follow the FKoonbee, but
the Fonbee follows no man®. The Kanbis were simple ° their food
habits and were strict vegetarians. They would also abstain from
Lilling anything that had life. Thus the deers, the monkeys, and
the birds devouring their crops were only frightened away, but
never Lkilled. Explaining this trait. Monier Williams observed
that "they conceilved thaf the Creator intended & portion of the
fruits of the earth for these creatures., as well as for wan, and
that there is enough for all; besides that it would not sensibly,
diminish the numbers of the evil'. The agricultural calibre of

Fanbis was closely observed by Marshall :

e e L Y Sy p——
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S. Cited 1n Eas Mala. p. S42.
&

. Memoir. p. 47
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The Foonbees arg attentive agriculturists :  they are
particularly well acquainted with the gqualities and
powers of all the variations of the soil. and have
distinctive terms for differences that, to an
experienced eye, are difficult to be perceived. They
are also perfect masters of all the circumstances which
are favowable or adverse to the growth of each
particular subject of cultivation, and there i1s not =a
season 1n which this knowledge is not applied : they
are by no means adverse to new experiments provided
they can be made without much trouble or expense: but
they do not like to wait for a tardy result; and 1n
case of failure, they have neither enterprize nor
capital to persist ... "The Konbee heads of villages
Eenerally live in & very patriarchal wg{ with their
wyots 1 there is a great apparent eguality, but still
an active superintendence, and an undisputed
superiority.? .

These remarls, felt Monier Williams, were generally applicable to
other agriculturists of the district, but in particular to the
Bohras, whose v111a%f§ not only rivalled but sometimes surpassed

those of the Fanbis.

Muslim Bohras were another important cultivating group. Out
af & total of four hundred villages in the district, 84 were
inhabited predominantly by them. In these villages they were thes
bhagdar and patels. It may be noted that the Bohra peasants were
digtinct from the Bohra traders settled in the urban areas.
Wheress the former were Sunnis the latter professed Shiaism. The
ancestors of Bohra cultivating groups were supposed to have been,
for most part, tolis and Radputs and perhaps agfew Kanbis who

were converted during Sultan Mahmud Begda“'s time.

The Bohra peasants were among the most active, industrious
and shillful cultivators in the district; their dress, manners,
and language were the same as those of the kanbi and other Hindu

cultivators. Like Hanbis their marriages were formulated in terms

8. Ibid.

?. Memoir. p. 42; See also EBombay Fresidency Gacetteer., Vol
% Part =, Bombay  1899;  pp.  SX-387 “Keohar Ali
Enginger, The 505535, New Delh: 1980, pp, 100-141:
paflgg C. Misra, Muslim Communities in Gujarat. Bombay 19&%,
=38 .
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of territorial circles.io They did not generally intermarry with
Sunni Bohras living south of the river Narbada and marriage with
Surti Sunni Bohras wés strictly forbidden. The Bohra peasant
had the reputation o% being quite bold in his worldly attitude.
It was generally saird of them that they ?gre "mot even fearing to

place the Collector in the Civil Court”.

The Kolis were a populous group of cultivatorS. in the
district., almost equalling the kanbis in numerical strength. They

were considered to be the abcrigin?L inhabitants with a general
I

reputation for robbery and piracy. But the kKolis of district
Broach generally appear as cultivators, divested of most of fﬁ91r
reputedly unwholesome gualities. To quote Monier Williams, 1in
Broach the tFrolis were "guite & reformed race, and 1in  many
villages they are asléndustrimus and skilful cultivators as any

in the collectorate."”

.

In Hansot pargana some of the villages held by Koli patels

and bhagdars were among the most fertile. Their population in the

pargana was & little more than & third of the total population.
Anhleshwar pargans also had large Koli settlements; here they
constituted nearly one—fi¥th of the total population. Most of
those who tool to agriculture belonged to the Talbada division.
Where the Kolis did not possess their own land they held it as
tenants, or worked as agriqpltural labourers. In situations like

the latter they were subjected to economic and occasionally to
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Memolr, p. 423 For Kanbi patidars®™ matrimonial circles, See
G.H. Desai, Hindu Families in Buijarat, ERaroda 1932, p

28; David Hardiman, Feasant Nationalists of Guiarat, Delhi
1981, pp.41-42; Alice Clark, op.cit., Ch.XIV; and Alice
Clart, "Limitations on Female Life Chances in Rural Central
Gujarat", I.E.8.H.R., 20, 1 (1983%), pp. 1822,
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11.Memoir. pp. 4247,

12. M.B.Beyts to J.G.White, No, 1028, 20.1.0.1871, EBombay -
Selection. No. 407 Rombay 1902, para 77. p. 48.
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15

serrual  enploitation by the Eanbi patels. Sometimes the lolis
were employed as village watchmen. From this it can be gathered
that the +tolis had become an integral part of the agrarian

scciety in Broach district.

The process of integration i1nto rural society, i.e. &
process whetreby erstwhile war—-oriented or non-cultivating social
groups gradually toolk to settled agriculture, tilling the land
and participating peaceably i1n the affairs of the village, was
also observed i1n the case of the Raiputs of Broach. The Rajpdtg
were known for their warlike gualities and their abhorrence of
the plough. They were transformed from a "turbulent character to
that of quietness, obedience, and industry®. Many villages in
the district were inhabited by a large Rajput population with
bhagdari rights vested in them. The dress, appearance and manners
of the Rajputes did not differ much from the Kanbis. But it is
significant that not all the Rajputs had shed their warrior-litke
character. At the beginning of the 19th Century there were still
a Ffew ‘wanta holding Rajput grasias who did not use the plough,
and were sti1ll prone to murder and mayhem, Lilling their rivals,
burning the fields and properties of those who did not comply
with fhexr dictates. But with the consolidation of British
rule, this role receded into the background and gradually the
wants heolding Failput grasiﬁg took to the plough becoming quite
inhabitants of the village.

15. On sexual exploirtation of Koli women by patels see Alice
Clark., "Limitations on Female Life Chances", g%4g134, B
24-25;  also Raj FKumar Hans, "A Report on Instances of Caste

Vioclence in Ninetgenth Century Broach", F.I.H.C., 45th

Session. Annamalainagar 1984, pp. &78-83.

16. Memoir. p. 44.

17. 1Ib:d,

18. G.L.Prendergast to the Court of Circuit and Appeal, 14,11.
1805: Frendergast to Bombay., 20.11,180%, R.D., 49, 18064,
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19, Memoir, p. 44.
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Another 1nztance of the integration of &8 non-agricultural
caste into agrarian society is that of the Bhats or Barots. The
Bhats were the traditional village genealogists, and
storytellers, playing the role of preserving the history of the
region  to which they belonged. They also provided security in
transactions between the villagee and the government, enforcing
the Ffairthful discharge of obligations by the threat of sheddxgg
their own blaood, and the readiness to execute that thr‘taenat.“U
About the latter. Monier Williams observed that it was Talmost
ngoléte and forgotten in this Ccilectprate”, He &also noted that
in PBroach many Bhats had completely abandoned their D:iginal
calling and 1lived "éntirely by cultivating the 1and".£ The
cultivator Bhats formed a substantial portion of the population
of Hansot pargana. When.part‘o¥ thairqlands was resumed they gave

o

a tough resistanrce to the government.

A notable feature of the agrarian society of Broach was the
participation of some Brahmins and Parsis in agricultural

pursuits. There were a few villages in Ankleshwar and Hansot
Py

parganas where the patels belonged to the Parsi community.

Besides the various agricultufal groups described above
rural society embraced several categories of artisan and village

servants. Among their number one could count @ i)  guthagr

(Carpenter), Lohar (blacksmith), Eumbhar (potter); ii) dari:

i e S e - e BT s Wt

(tarlor), hajam or waland (barber), mochi ({(shoe-maker), dhobhi

v i,y W — i S v D o

(washerman); ii1) kpsia (water-drawer), parbia (water—-supplier);

—— ——— - . vt

iv) Lkhalpa {(tanner), dhed (peon and watchman) and bhangi

(scavenger and sweeper). Besides these groups there were brahmans
gosaiees, falirs., etc.
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20. James Forbes, QOriental irs,
Waller to Bombay, 28.2.1805, K.

AYROE N

11, pp. B%-21: Alexander

44, 1809 para 3I; See all Neal

Rabitoékou"édmznistrati e Modernization ‘and the Bhats of Guiarat

1800~-1 . I.E.S.H.R. « 48-4%9; and A.M.Shah
R.G.8hroff, “The ahivanca ’Barétsppof Gujarét : A caste
benealogists and Mythographers", in Milton Singer {ed).,
Traditional India, Philadelphia 1959, pp. 40-704.

Z2. Neal Rabitoy. op. cit, pp. 46-73.

25, Mempir, p. 45.
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O0f the non—agricultural groups enumerated above, there were

not more than one or two families of each settled in one village.

Only tni dheds and bhangis had several families in each

village.& The dheds carried not only letters, but also money

o e i S B

from one village to another and at tiﬁgﬁ performed odd duties
o
such as of a watchman or of & porter., Sometimes ﬂghe bhangis

-~

could also be employed as watchmen for the barnyard.

o e e S T e e o e e

bottom of the village society and their houses alongwith those of
khalpas (tanners) formed a diétigct part of the village,
s

generally situated on its outskirts.

Z. LIFE CONDITIONS OF THE FEASANT

AT o NN R e e

The peasants lived a most simple life bound by the usual
routine of agricultural activity. In a popular ballad, called

"The Funbis’ Griefe". sung mainly by the peasant women of Bujarat
in the 1%th century we have a depiction of their life :-—

Hear Bhree Krishn ! Qur prayers,
The koonbee's grief we relate.
Bur sorrows remove, thou who are the earth-sustainer.
Ram as you place us we remain.
Hear, Shree Krishn ! our prayers.

July comes, the clouds rige,
They begln to pour forth rain,

The car -rope and the goad are in the Koonbee’s hand,
Wet iz the KHoonbee’s body.

Hear, Shree Frishn ! our pravyers.

£4. Monier Williams to Bombay, 14.5.1818 R.D.. 130

Memoir. pp. 46-47. =" » 1818; also
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In August it rains uncertainly.

Drenched through are both men and women,

Saye the son’s wife to her father-in-law,

"Rabajee please to plant a little rice”.
Hear, Shree Hrishn ! our prayers.

September comes in well.
Drenched are the Koonbee’s women,
The children on their hips are crying,
Rain-draps fall from the bundales
of grass upon thesir heads.
Hear, Shree Krishn ! our pravyers.

In October, we hoped would come,

The rain we were looking. for,

Jowaree and baujree are filling in the head.

The rice is drying up from the drought.
Hear, Shree Krishn ! our pravers.

In November comes the assessment-maker,
At the village boundary he makes up his book,
The raja’s order is now proclaimed,
"A plant of pulse or a stalk of Jowaree
vou must not remove”.
Hear, Shree Krishn ' our prayers.

December has come in well : ‘ )
The first instalment has be%un to be levied,
Headman and accountant mount to the town-house,
The koonbee gets many a blow.

Hear, Shree Krishn ! our pravers.

In January is sown the second crop.
The cotton EOdS begin to burst,
Dld restrictions are removed,
But they only make way for new,
Hear, Shree Erishn ! our pravyers.

February month has well come in,
Grezen are the village fields.
The raja’s dues are paid off,
But frost now threatens to fall.
Hear, Shree Krishn ! our prayers.

March month has well come in,

But the blight has struck our wheat.

"Come, let us leave this place, and fly".

It is too late, for the headsman hdas set his guards.
Hear, SBhree Krishn ! our prayers.

In April they meet at the town-house,
"Come, let us have your rent®.
They plunder the earnings of the widow’™s spinning wheel
They carrm of+ all by force.
gar, Shree Krishn ! our pravers.

In May come the landholders,

They plunder us of the produce of our cows.

For want of buttermilk the children are crying,

But the cursed ones go on with their snatching.
Hear, Shree Krishn ! our pravers.

June month has come in well,
The angry Honbee is appeased.
Jaths and promise they pledge to him -~
-He spreads his fields with manure.
Hear, Bhree krishn ! our prayers.

The twelve months’ round 1s finished
, In Roopa the Koonbee’s song.
Whoever learns it, or hear it sung
Will be advanced %owards Vishnoo’s heaven.
Hear, Shree Krishn ' our prayers.ZB
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Thiz beautiful ballad describes the peasant’s round of lite:
the season’s, the crops sown, the regime of extortion - the raja.
the surveyor. the village headman and accountant - and the
peasant’s cyclic movement from hope to despair. Of particular
interest is the reference in the Ffowth stanza to the
participation of peasant women in agricultural operations. Inm
fact the entire family of the cultivator used to put 1ts labng
in growing and harvesting the crops and in tending the cattle.
This situation essentially resembles the conditions of "peasant
gconomy”® . as described by Rodney Hilton, where "the large
majority of the population of families who cultivate crops and

A

rear animals om the individual holdings'.

The peasants were often described as traditional
ronservative, adverse to any innovations which had not descended
from their fore fathers.) The superintendent of euperimental
cotton farm ot EBroach, anxious to introduce certsin changes 1in
the mode of cultivation, found after‘cmnversations with the
cultivators that these "would not be adopted by the natives
unless they were convin%%p that others who had tried them had
found them profitable®, On the introduction of new Orleans.
cotton seeds and saw gin they would say to the superintendent :
"I¥f 1t succeeds with you, we will try 1t but cannot waste ' our
money by planting seed that we are not acquainted with and using

machines that our Fathers never heard of, but, if they succeed 1n
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your hands, we shall be very glad to take §Q§%p£§g§ of what we
be profitable to us'. | Thus the peasant
nurtured the practica outlook which was the product of their
labouwring activities where they hardly had time to speculate

about the wider question of human existence. They were simple and

straight. Monier Williams who studied rural society very closely

29. J.M.Davies to A.N.Shaw, the Revenue Commissioner N.D.. No.
127, 22.2.1849, R.D.. 204, 1849, para 4.

-0. Bond Men Mades Free, London 1982, p.IS.

1. C.Shubrick. PBroach Coll. to Bombay. 14.11.1816, RLbL. 109,
1814, para &3 Alsao his anocther letter, 12.4.1817, E.D., 119,
1819, para 4.

o2 qaghhartln to William Stubbs, No. 227 of 1B3Z, R.D.. &/74173,

i C.W.Martin to W.SBtubbs, $.11.1830, R
(emphasis added) B
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wrrote on this aspect @

the degree of intelligence gernerally diffused among the
people wvery much esxceeded the expectations previously
formed. Their habits are simple, temperate, and
innecent... In their own families, the unwearied
affection and tenderness of the parent are returned b,
the habitual duty of the child, and these reciproca
feelings last through life : a parent 18 never
abandaned by his child either to want or solitude.
Their hospitality extends to all itinerants and
strangers. ut the most remarkable circumstances
observed among these people, as bearing their general
character, was the absence of written documents in
their transaction with each other, involving money
payments... The reciprocal trust implied 1in these
transactions must be the result of & conviction of each
other’s honesty.34

DRE A el L 2

The association of the dominant casteg with superior
rights in land 15 a universally acknowledged feature of Indian
rurl history. While the possession of theée rights lay at the
roots of the dominant status of certain high castes, their
absence lay at tg% root of the depressed, underprivileged status

of other castes.

s o e S e S s B e s G e oy o sepen e

rural elite. As ldiscussed in chapter 1Il, these groups had
acquired the statues of the leaders of their villages. By holding
key positions in the management of revenues and or law and order,
they wielded considerable influence and dominated the village.
The caste factor also contributed to their dominance. In most

cases they belonged to one of the upper caste.
4. Memolrs pp. 91-52 (emphasis added).
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From wielders of political and social influence, the elite
peasantry could conveniently turn to oppression of the weaker
sections of the village society. Their connection with the system
of revenus collection could be utilised to influence the opinion

of the government machinery including the higher officials lile

the collectors. WVery often, with the connivance of talatis, they
misapprapriated the revenue and over-—assessed their tenants, and
smaller :ultzvators.g They were alsoc able to get their lands

P}

eremptions.

The relationship between the elite peasants and their
tenants was mostly discriminatory. As landholders they gave their
tenants lands of poorer quality. After a certain period, when dus
to the efforts of the tenant cultivator the guality of the land
improved, the T"landlord™ attempted to resume 1t. The ri%gts of
the tenant cultivators thus always remain precarious. The
following case would testify to this practice. One Haribhai
Madhow, patel of Utrai village rented eight bighas of land from
his bhag to Falian Makkan Kachhia, a vegetable grower in 1823-24,
The latter agreed to pay Rs. 20 annually to the patel. He also
agreed ta pay half of his annual produce of mangoes (which he
intended to grow) and two sers of vegetable daily to the patel.
Within & few years the Kachhia succeeded in developing an orchard
which grew mangoes, guava, lemon and pomegranate besides all
binds of vegetable. Envious of the rich crop from the land,the
patel attempted to take back the land from the Fachhia. The
dispute arising from this was referred to the collector who
decided ‘1n 18I6 that since the Kachhia had not failed to pay the
rent he could not be evicted. Upon this the patel decided to
effect the eviction by a stratagem. Luckily for him the
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J&. Fetition of Devii Ramji Patel of Undara village, Ankleshwar
pargana, 17.8.1834, R.D., S95/4677 of 1875; Fetition from Sule-
man Daudyi Fatel of Bakroli village, 27.8.1836, R.D., 71/758,
1834, Petition from Nathu Cheefa’ Fatel of HRaRS8d " village,
13.1.1834, R.D., &1/5605, 1834,

7. Fetition of Munochar Paraa and Dayal Ganesh Fatels of Falupur
éégé?ge.léga4.1834; and N. Kirtland’s Report, Z.6.1834, R.D.,

<8. Alexander Mackay, Western India, p. 71. ~
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opportunity came scon; Fachhia cut a few trees that came i1in the
way of other crops and the patel now claimed half the value ot
the trees. This time the verdict at the collector’s went in
favour of the patel. Moreover, when KFachhia petitioned that the
patel should pay the cost of the trees as he had put his own
labour in growing the trees, the collector went a step further
and made over thes entire land to the patel alongwith the trees
and the standing crop Kachhia resisted this order with the
specific plea that i) he had invested 800 rupees in planting the
orchard and improving the landy and ii}) the crop which was handed
over to the patel was a great loos to him because it values 400

rupees. The collector of Broach after hearing the plea admitted

39
that r1njustice had been done. The Bombay government looked into
the CEEE and advised Kachhia to seek redress from the civil
5}
court.

Scores of similar incidents from different villages of
the district may be cited to show the highhandedness of upper.
caste groups 1n  their dealings with the “lowly-born’. Such
oppression did not remain confined to matters related with land,
but were recurrently extended to the person of the low-caste
people, often taking & violent turn which resulted in muwders. It
may not be inappropriate to cite here a few cases which, more or
less, are representative of caste-violence in Broach durfing the

19th century.

Around 1807 a Kanbi patel named Bhukan Bhakti got
infatuated a married Koli woman Sukhar. As the man coaxed the
Koli woman into frequent quarrels occurred between Sukhar and her
husband Kasla. In 1811 Kasla procured a field of sugarcane from

- " - — ——. . 1014, e, o . e T St . ot b e S e S S o 28098 Y D T S

I9. izﬁgtion, 21.1.184%9; Coll’s report, 4.7.1840, R.D., 142/1206,
O, )

40. "Resolution® of Governor in Council, No. 2384, 23.7.1840.
R.D., 142/1224, 1830, ’
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Ehulan patel on a share—cropping basis, while his ltwc SONS
worted as day labourers on the fields of other patels. One day
basla, particularly annoyed with his wife’s intimacy with Bhukan
beat her. Bhutan and Sukhar now plamned to kill Kasla. The
opportunity was contrived by a deliberate verbal altercation
initiated by Sulhar leading to a scuffle between husband and
wife. Bhuban waited for his chance. When Hasla went to the field,
he assaulted him on the head with an axe killing him on thes spot.
Reportedly Sul'har had actively assisted i1n . her husband’
murder. Kaslas head was disposed off in & tank, and his
body buried 1n the neighbouring field belonging to another
Fanbi. The murder %?me to light after ten days when wild animals
dug up tZ% cCorps. The Judge passed a death sentence on the
murderers. The Governor—-in Council confirmed the death sentence
on Bhukan, 4~but reduced the women’s sentence to lite

imprisaonment.

In another case, brought before the Higher Criminal
Court at Broach 1n 1848, sinteen persons were tried for "serious
assault". A theft had taken place in the house of an ughratdar
patel. Nursi Rughnath of Towra village. Acting on suspicion
MNursi., with the active collaboration of another patel Udho Morar
of the adicining village Jhadeshwar, raided the houses of BEal
Champli (Nursi Fatel’s tenant) and Bhagwan Ganesh, both Fola
residents of village Bhorbhata. They forcibly carried both of
them to a stable Jointly owned by Nursi and Udho in Kasia Bhatia
village 1n order to coerce them into confessing the theft. The
suspects were suspended from a beam and beaten mercilessly with
sticls by the patels and their hirelings. Net satisfied with
this, the as=zailants employed what are today hnown as “third
degree methode’. Nursi Rughnath applied a hot brick to Bai

Champli’s posterior. Another accomplice of Nursi, Baii Deepa

41, Thomas Day. Judge &t EBEroach to EBombay, 16.1.1812, J.D.. 61,
1812, folios 80-101. '

42. Thomas Day to Bombay, 17.8.1812, J.D..
47. "Resolution®, 29.1,1812, J.D., 41, 18

1
44. The detailz of the case are based on t
Acting Senior Judge of Broach, 20.9.18

&1, 1812,

=
he "Pr edlngc of the
4 79, 1849.
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Fatel, even prepared a hot ghillun(smoke pot) to be applied to
the women’s genitals. But the measuwre was not carried out when
one of the accomplice of Nursi pleaded a softer attitude towards
the wamen, who, he said, belonged to his caste. Bhagwan bGanesh

was less luchky and Mursi had a brichk fastened to his testicles

while another put fire to his beard.

8till unable to force confession, the accused, seirzed
Bai Champli®s husband, Keswa Mansung, subiecting him to & similar
treatment. After severe beatings Keswa and Bhagwan were compelled
to 1mplicate two persons, Gokal Meeta and Bhana Dial in the theft
falsely. The latter were also brought to the stable and beaten
mercilessly wuntil  they agreed to return the money supposedly

stolen by them from the Fatel™s house.

Upon hetr release from the patel’s clutches, Bai Champ{i
lodged a complaint with the peolice amaldar. To hinder the follow
up proceedings on her complaint, the patels nabbed the woman and
her husband and kept thém in confinement for three months in the
house of one of the accused; The victims could be released only
after Narsi, Udho. and two others were taken into police custody

on the reports of Gokal and Bhana.

The court trying the case found the patels and their
hirelings guilty of making sericus assault on the victims. Narzi
Rugnath, Udho Morar and Baji Deepa were sentenced to a year and
nine months® rigorous imprisonment in additicn to a fine of Rs
" 400. each. It was found that Nars:i Rugnath had misused the
office of patel which he enjoyed at that time, to perpetrate the
violence: hence he was deemed unfit for the office and was very
=Yalulyl remerd from the patelship. His personal share of the patel
watan was4calso confiscated, as a measure of additional

o)
punishment.
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43. J.M.Davies to Bombay, No. 195, 22.5.184%, R.D., 99, 1849,
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In another case Hanbi patels of the village Gullhod
{in Ankleshwar pargana) are reported to have violent methods
against Bhile, to assert their supremacy over them. A Bhil, who
was grazing his cattle in the said village, was accused by a
Fanbi patel of "tresgpassing, upon which words ensured and a
scuffle took place ... Another Kanbi patel who appeared on the
scene put into the first Kanbi’s hand a stick having a goad at
one end and & small semicircular iron at the other; used for
eradicating weeds. With this latter instrument the Bheel was
struch in the head and the iron fractured his skull. The parties
were taken into custody immediately by the Police FPatell of
Gulkhore and forwarded 2% the thamna at Unklesur, where ERheel

expilred that same might”.

The common thread running through all the three incidents
narrated above 13 that of the KHanbis as perpetrators of violence
on depressed sections of rural populatibn. This, and the fact
that the i1ncidents occurred in geographically dispersed villages
of the district, indicate quite firmly that they were not chance
happenings, disconnected with each other. On the contrary they
grimly point towards a social organization wherein the Kanbis had

a definite edge over the other groups.

One could trace the same péttern in the attitudes of
other high cast landholders, though Kanbis and Rajputs might
possibly have had more of a penchant for violence compared with
Brahmins and Banias with more subtle and subdued forms of
exercising dominance. Owners of land, the high caste patels
wielded power over the lower caste inhabitants of the village.
All the wvillage servants rendered service to the patels. A
magistrate of Broach noted that the patelgeconsidered that Vthey

had & right to their (servants”™) labour". Another session

e Mh ot s At (s s O . W ot . e e e U bt Al . e e o o Y o S . S S A et i
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44. ?goach Magirstrate to Bombay, No. 317, 3I.9.1849,

47. Louis Dumont., op.cit., pp. 194-209.

48. Actin Joint Magistrate + R \
16.4.1878. 9.0, . /534, 1839, roach to Bombay, MNo. 48,
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Judge at Broach, W.C.Andrews, accurately stated the situation
whan, referring to a case wherein two patels bhad been convicted of

‘culpable homicide ™, noted that s

the Court observes with regret that this is not t
first 1nstance of similar gtrocities exerclsed

he

________________ by

individusls of better classes towards the lower ghﬁg
in ng

they have got " them their power ~or have i
r

2ny pretence For i1ll-treating them.4%9

— i ] T M e e B i i S o Ml s e e e " ot s oo

Besi1des 1inter—caste conflicts noted above, village society
was also i1nfested with tensions between people belonging to the
same caste. The most important illustration of this conflict i1s
cffered, once agein, by the Kanbi patels who were a highly
differentiated community. They were at least three layers of the
ttanbir peasants. The bhagdars (holders of land under the bhagdari
tenure) and the principal patels in the non bhagdari or bhigoti

villages constituted the upper layer; psatidars and sma¥1 sharers
formed the second or middle layer; at the lowest rung of the
community were the Hanbi peasants holding small patches of land
or subsisting by cultivating the lands owned by othere and by
doing petty Jobs. A similar pattermn obtained among the EBohra

patels.

A noticeable feature in the behaviour of the rich
peasants regardless of their caste entity or affiliation, was
their disposition to seek gains at the cost of their lesser
brethren. It 15 though important that poor peasants from higher
castes retained & superior social rank despite being bracketed

ecanomically with the lower caste small peasants.

We come across a number of petitions aéainst the high
handed attitude of big bhagdars. In a petition, Lulmidas Jeewag,
Bhagti Ganesh and a few others belonging to Fhanzamabpur village
stated that their ancestors were sharers of seven and a haldf

anabhag out of the twelve anas of land in the village but had

- s
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49. Letter to Bombay, 146.5.1849, R.D., ?9. 1B84% (emphasis added).
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been hounded out of the village by Bhowan Limba a bhagdar of two
and a half ana share in the village. This happened at the time of
the death of the third, holding a share of two anas. 8Since the
latter had died heirless his land was. to be equall% di1vided
between the two remaining bhagdars. But Bhowan Limba manipulated
toe get the petitioners™ forefather hkilled., As the- petltimnérs
were st1ll minors st the time of the incident they were. harassed
te guit the village. Attempts by the eiected bhagdars to get
redressal were thwarted by Limba"s son Bhikha a clertk in  the
Collector™s office., Nor did he allow the aggrieved bbhagdars
access to the documents. The petitioners charged that Bhikha had
been defrauding the government of Rs. 1500 everngyear. He

o)
collected more from the cultivators than he declared.

In another petition they alleged that Bhikha Fatel was "an
opulent person", who had contacts with clg;ks and bribed people
at various levels to manipulate matters. Although collector
admitted that Bhilha Bhawan was a patel of substance, nagnabove

the charges made against him, he did not take him to task.g“

A petition filed by Devii Ramiji Fatel, a bhagdar of Undara
village brought to light the misdeeds of Govind Bapu the head
patel. In 1820~-21 Govind Bapu got a loan of FRs. 3000 against the
name of the other bhagdars of the village after forging their
signatures on & bond which contained the additional condition
that for fifteen years i.e. till the debt was cleared, the other
share holders will have no say in the village management. Bovind
=0, Petltién, 19.7.1814, R.D., %4, 1814, folios 1544-48,

31. Fetition, 8.5.18146, R.D., 10&, 18164,

=,

52. J.H.Bellasis to Bombay. 24.1.1815, R.D.., 97, 1815,
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Bapu also manipulated for himself Z20B bighas as revenue free
land. When the petitioners brought these irregularities to the
notice of the collector, they were advised to file a suit in the
Court. The bhagdars. however, expressed their inability to bear
the Ffinancial burdens of 1ifigation. After Govind Rapu’s death
his son, Mote Govind, continued oppressing the é§sser bhagdars and
cultivators wusing both influence and money. Here too the

collector admitted the petition to be correct ggt advised the
poe )

Dasu Ibrahim Fatel of Kalmar village étated in a petition
that due to his "pecuniary embarrassment” he had borrowed Rs. 200
from another bhagdar of his village, namely Bhaiii Ibrahim. The
loan was extended against a bond of Rs.230. and the mortgage of
Dasu Ibrahim™s land and his house valued at Rs.600. In a period of
four vyear, Dasu Ibrahim stated, he paid back Bhaiji Rs.200 but
the latter got the bond renewed for a sum of Rg. 250. In order to
get back the land Dasu’s wife solé her ornaments for Rs.128, but
Bhailii refused the assistance of the mukhi patel "of the village.
Both these men had connections with influential people with
the result that nobody in the collector’s office gave an ear to

1]
the complaints of the poor cultivators.

During the 1830°s when poverty loomed large, the wedge
between the rich and poor widened. The case of a small village
Sanjali in Anlleshwar pargana would illustrate the growing gap
between the two groups. The bhagdars of Sanjali had opted for the

lease system around the time it was introduced in 1832 They,

however, could not keep up to it, like so many bhagdar

32. Fetition of Devii Ramji, Fatel of Undara, 17.8.1834, R.D..
567677, 1BTEH, T
54, i%£2c1pa1 Collector to Bombay, January 1835, R,D., S55/677,
d e .
55. R.D., S5/877, 18735, folios 183-185,
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leaseholders of other village, owing to the insolvency of the

majority of bhagdars and the lease had to be cancelled. The

T e s s et s s

collector reported in 1BIB :

The greater part of the Bhagdars of this village are in
a miserable state of poverty unable to conduct their
shares and vyet unwilling to resign them altogether...

Jwo of the Fatels, however, Saliman Akoobjiee and Esal
Saleiee are respectable men, 3nd being anxzious o fale
the "village in farm provided some arrangement is made
with regard to the pauper Bbhagdars.S

Consequently -the poor bhagdars gave written undertal ings

relinquishing their claims to their bhags. "The respectable
bhagdars being secured from the interference on the part of those
in indigent Clrcgmstances agree to take the village in farm on

et

reasonable terms"”.

It would seem that though all the bhagdars of this village
belonged to the same caste i.e. the Hohras, they had come to be
divided on class lines. On the one hand there were Jjust "two
respectable” rich bhbagdars who could satisfy the state demand.
On  the other was the economically humbled majority of ‘pauper’®,
"indigent’ bhaqgdars, forceg by circumstances to forego their
ancestral rights in land. There is no dearth of evidence,
especially 1n the form of petition reflecting the growing
d1spar1t1§g and differentiation within the community of

peasants.

pal Coll. at Surat, No. 112,

S56. Broach Sub-Coll. t ci
/ 838 (emphasis added).

26.9.1838, F.D., 18
27. Ibad.

8. As seen by Teodor Shanin, "Feasantry as a Folitical Factor",
in Shan: (ed). Feasant Societies. Harmondsworth, 1977, pp.
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=2%. Eor instance a FPetiti fil ] i =
SRLLATEEROER 2:MTRLE 99 Bt ed Py Narsipaand gther patels of
Flaint of Bhawa Vujesing, a bhagdar of_Dehgam, 25.7.1850;
?gg gkﬁigixles letter to Bombay. No. 158, Z6.7.1850, R.D. .
r e oo T
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The collectors themselves testified to the fissures
developing in the villages. Geargé Coles reported that guarrels
had arisen among the bhagdars, factions were being formed and
favours distributed by the fz% holding political as well as
economic power in the village. While the avowed policy of the

government was to maintain and promote the bhagdari tenure,

Arbuthnot pointed out that “the Bhagdars quarrel among
themselves, and [thel mpore powerful endeavour to advance thég
interests at the eupense gf their bhumbler npeighbours.

J.M.Davies drew the attention of the government to an alarming
situation where most of the bhagdars had been brought to a “a
very indigent condition®. Some bhagdari villages had besn
dissolved and many were on the verge of collapse due to the grest
pressure  of the land-revenue. But the very dissolution of the
tenure was full of i1mplications for the existing socio-economic
relations. J.M.Davies reported in 1850 that many patels of the
dissolved bhagdari villages were applying for the restoration of
the original tenure. But he opined that it shquld be viewed withd

caution :

The verzh fact of the dissolution bregks oa ties
e

n
__________ Fatells and the ryets which, exCESf”ﬁndeF"ﬁ

very unusual _good understanding, are rarely to be again

cemented. The r{&ts have had an interval of
independence; and that interval is unfavorable to the
claims oFf those who as land~lords were harsh and
illiberal; and the Beegotee system in guaranteesing o
every industrious cultivator an irrefragable tenure of
his DQIal“ﬁ ig hostile o the heredifsry (but™ broken

rights of the FPatell cligue .... The respectability of
the village elders has vanished with their credit, the

- sub-tenants are prostrated by the efforts made by their
late landlords to keep up appearances: recrimipnations

are fostered into mutual dislike, and  the ryets

contragl” their present condition with only the latter
times of the Bhagdaree lease.b&3 :

Thus changes were afoot inspite of the conscious colonial palicy
of converting., or leaving untouched the corner stones of the

e i e S o R S M ot (i S ity . o Tt e S e S Sl e e e N

60, George Coles to FR.Arbuthnot No. 274, 12.8.1842 R.D.,
1771359, 184, para &-17. ’ - s Daele,

&1. R. Arubuthnot to William Simson, R.C., No. S99, 6.10.184Z2,
1771459, 1847%, para 10. (emphasis added).

3
62. Letter to D.A. @y . . 202, =
BrDL T16 B¢ 1830, 5308 Yy Comm. N.D.. No, 202, 30.9.1847,
3. J.M.Davies to A.N.Shaw, Rev. Comm N.D., No. 2 - SC
E.D.1714 of 1852) para 16 (emphasis added) O 179+ 17.9.18%0,
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social structure so long as they did not clash with 1ts
interest. In the last resort these changes were the result of
economic and sdministrative process that emerged in the wale of

colonial rule.

RBesides the tensions bréwing among the landholders belonging
to the same caste; family disputes over praperty matters were on
the increase during this period. Specially, these originated in
the fragmentation of landed property and the cliims and counter-
claims of relatives who had shares in the property Dassu Dajee of
Deewa vfllage stated that when his father and uncle died, he was
'ah infant and his aunt managed the land and brought him up as her
own son. But after her death, her daughter (i.e. Dessu’s cousin)
made attempts to deprive him of the ownership of hig share of
land. Though the village batels were of the opinion that Dessu
was - the legal Eeir o% the deceased woman, he was prevented Ffrom
exercising the right by the manipulations of his cousin and her
husband, the -latter being on friendly terms with the clerks of
the collector’s office. In view of this Dasu movegqto Bombay and
presented his case in a petition to the gcveggar. The Bombay

government advised him to go to the law-court

'

In another case one Koli Prema FPoput of Ekalwa village
complained that he was being cheated of 1S bighas ogbland By his

urncle and nephew who had influenced the Kamavisdar.

— e e Sy W RS WAL o e

The disputes over the claims of the office of the mukhi
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1%9i‘ﬁ%?é.o Dassu Dajiee of Deewa, dated 12.11.1814, R

65. *Minutes®, 7.12.1816, R.,D., 109, 1816.
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patel were furious and often inveolved litigation. The collector

of Broach outlined a case of the patels

of Hasanpuwr where two

uncle other‘

persons, an and his nephew, competed with each

through wvarious representations for the office of

revenue landed

patel. It appears that as the competition for

property and offices became’ intense,

a relatively small section

of pample with money and influence gained the upper hand.

One more index to the growing disparity and conflict is the

increased rate of “crime’. Official statistics show that after

1820 the incidence aof thefts and robberies went up. The number of
in 1822 to 672 in

increase throughout
&9

deviangf apprenended in Broach rose from 437
18272,

the 1870%'s as immiseration cast its net wider

Burglaries and robberies were on the

and wider.

wahratdar or

TAELE 1
INCIDENCE OF ROBBERIES IN BRDACH DISTRICT
1843 TO 184
waogbe:ies . - Eang~Robberies
Year With murder % Simple Total With murder % Simple Total
other forms of other forms of
violence violence
1847 ? Z07 316 2 2 4
1844 14 429 4473 2 4 b
1845 1345 42 62 i & 7
1844 g2 404 494 7 13 20
Suurcg : Bombay Government’s letter No. 2405, 19.7.1848, J.D.. S/7746, 1848
One noticeable trend (Table I) is the increase in the numbef

of  robberies

that were accompanied by

violence. Generally the

J.M.Davies to D.A. Blane, Rev. Comm. N.D., No. 119, 14.46.1847,
R.D.. 77 of 1847

63. Broach Coll. to Eomba No. 7.2,182%, J.D., 5/5, 1823F; and
Eroach Judge & Magis{rate s leﬁter No. 17%"”25.%.?@24. J.D.,
3/59, 1804, ‘ T

&7. Judicial Commissioner of Bujarat to Bombay, 16.3.1835 J.D.,
3756, 8343 Actzn? Judge i Magistrate D¥ Broach toQAs istant
Judge. MNo. 48, 16 87 D. 77534, 183
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robheries were committed by the poor belonéing to low castes and
tribes. The targets obviously were the rich bhagdars and money-—
.lender shopleepers. The wvillage police appear tg have been in
chaos. The Magistrate of Broach reported in 1844 that "several
extensive Gang robberies having lately occurred in  this district,
and the distress existing among the village Folice owing to their
wretched pay being i1nsufficient to procure the necessaries Gf?olife
led to their deserting their villages in several instances"”. The
distress was so widespread that even the wvillage wat:hg?n.

invariably poor. were reported to have Joined the robber bands.

The colonial stereotypes characterising of certain ‘“castes’
and “tribes’® as habitual plunderers or thieves and criminals are
of course untenable. Very often economic deprivation and
1nequitous societal norms or  attitudes lay at the root of
unlawful activities. To the eyes of a few contemporary officials
at legast, these ‘crimes’ proceeded from "the decayed state of
Manufactures and General Want of employment... and Ewere]\ggldom
committed by those who have means of procuring livelihood". A
later report malkes a piquant observation on ‘criminality’ in the
context of increasing destitution. It said, the sao-called
*lawless tribes’ wa;% "urged by want even beyond their habitual
love of plunder®, FPresumably the crime record partales
something of class tensions, though it should be admitted that
ouwr documentation, for the moment, is not adeguate to extend the

argument any further.

What the above account does suggest 1s that an analysis of
society 1n Guaarat purely 1n7§erm5 af “caste and community®, as
envisaged by David Hardiman, would not be fully satisfying. MNor

e S e i i . S e At S0 S B S S U S - S S P70 i oS

70. Broach Magistrate’s letter No.B8B, 4.6.18446, J.D.. &9/71217,

1844,
71. Ibaid.
72. gzg c?sgiglatr«te of Palzce to Bombay, No. 4, 1.1.1822, J.D.,
7>. Register, FPBomba Sadr Foujda Adwwl P 5
No: 188.° 21.1.1848, J:D., 5/176. 1848, =~ ° Fombay government,
74.Feasant Nationalists of G at 3 % =4
BEPATE opFrtanalists of Gularat @ hkheda Distract 1917-1934



s Chapter V

would a1t bé‘1+ the framework is one of ‘classes’ alone. Rural

society can best be seen in the convergence of both the categories.

e B IIITI D B Mt o e shon selin s e st s s bt Vo

Although the dependence of peasants on money lenders 1s.
recognised feature of Indian rural history, the dependence tool &
more vicious form during the colonial period. The crushing state
demand, falling prices and mode of revenue collection ;tself. all
led to a common end, the increasing sway of usury on tbe conditions

of peasant agriculture.

In the mid-nineteenth century Ravenscroft, the collector at
Broach, had pointed toward thiz phenomenon. He remarked that "the
embarrassment in which the great bulk of cultivators® were
"notoriously involved owing to longstanding debts" was made. up of
compound intarest.7& His assistant stated that the peasants were
reduced to such straits that the égbgﬁgfg were "will;gg to
accommodate them with loans" as they did in former times. Such
poor credibility, he observed, was the result of "much of the
general distress, much of the incre§§ing and hopeless poverty of

peasants” caused by heavy assessment,

A notable feature of the system of money-lending in the
villeges was the existence of differential scale of interest
decided on the basis of the social and ecénnmic status of the
borrower. The higher ‘classes® were charged interest ranging

between 9 and 12 per cent; the ‘second class®, consisting of

e M (s o o e S s e . i . o H B S S S St S S0 et P St
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75. Hardiman himself admits that "caste and class were not,
however, unrelated”, Ibid, p. Z5.
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7&. Letter No. 25&, 20.8.1846, R.D., 161, 1847, para 4. ;

77. E.L.Jenkins to Ravenseroft, 1.4.1844&, R.D., 161, 1847, para
78. lbid, para 4.
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Bohras, other Muslim groups and Rajputs, from 12 to 18 per cent:
and the poor “whose habitual poverty requires those advances to be
given on securities of the most precarious nature® could only
borrow at the exorbitant rate of 18 to 21 per cent "added to a
premium varying fraom 10 to 25 Rupees per cent, until each ﬁupee,

invested on tg%se profitable speculation, is doubled in the course

cf two years.

To get loans the peasants had to mortgage lands and forego
standing crops. About twenty per cent of the poorest class of
cultivators and filed labourers - Kolis, Talavias, Bhils, and Dheds
were scaid to require advances of grain for food seed. The grain-
loanz were .paid back at the time of the harvest. As a general rule
the quangéty of grain repaid excesded by one—fourth what was

borrowed.

In Wagra taluka higher rates were charged varying from one

and a half to double the amount advanced.aiﬁrains advances were

generally paid in cash, and seldom in kind.

The sources contain references to a more perniciocus form of
money—-lending. It is reported that in some villages the head&an ot
other well-to-do peasants used to extend money to the needy Fkoli,
Bhil or Talavia towards meeting marriages or funeral expenses. In
these cases the borrower would mortgage his *labour?, this being
regarded as his sole property : i.e. he agreed to furnish labour-
gervices to his creditor turned master. The duration of mortgage

was generallgﬁfor a year but in some cases even extended to two or

three yeares.

79. A. Richardson’= letter No. 9, 1.4.18446, R » 161 of 1B47.

L 5.

80. Broach bazetteer, p. 451.

e1. Ib
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Numerous petitions were filed by peasants specially after
1870 when decrees were served attaching their lands and household
effects 1n order to satisfy the clgims of the creditors. The

attached properties were auctioned. The consequences were noted

by officials in the early 1B70°s @

One of the most noteworthy changes that have taken place
agf late years is said to be the extent to which the waste
lands of villages and the holdings of the poorer class
of cultivators™  have been taken up by townsmen of
capital. Farsis and Hindus of various castes.84

Besides the traditional moneylenders, belonging to Vania,
Brahman and Farsi castes, many new elements entered into the
money—-lending business : trevenus servants, pleaders in the c¢ivil
courts, and various government employees placed "each disposable
rupee for & éiberal and certain return, in the hands of their
connections”. - The working of the land revenue system had placed
moneylenders at a vantage point. With the state squeezing the
peasant of his resocurces, the moneylender often proved to be the
sustainer of agriculture and the helpless peasant. Therefore,

inspite of all his gu%ﬂg and cunning he came to be described as the

s o
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In studies of the response of agrarian society to colonialism

scholars have tended to either view the peasantry as a

'

conservative, forbearing, passive mass or focus only on periodz of

great activity. Both these poszitions have been gquestioned i1n recent
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and ryots of EBroach

83. For instance a petition from the patels
1593, 1844,

pargana, dated 20.11.1843, E.D., T&/
84.Broach Gazetteer, p. 3I88.

85. A. Richardson’s letter, 1.4.1846, R.D,, 181, 1847, para =.

v e e S

86. Fas Mala, p. T48.
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years. The present consensus seems to be on taling into account the

varied and complex manifestations - "non-dramatic expressions’ - of
disesent, grievances, and popul ar resentment. Negl adhar:
Bhattacharya has candidly put it : "To see the peasantry always 1n

revalt is %g miss the significance of the phases of apparent
7

‘passivity™". The evidence on the response of the peasants of

Broach to colonial policies is of a piece with perspective

formul ated by Bhattacharva.

We have an official description of how the peasants reacted
to the new government’s cotton monopoly, which prevented them from
a Free disposal of their produce and also made it compulsory for
them to sell it at a low price to the government. In protest
the ryots assembled in.a large body before the collector’s office
at the time of the _jamabandi on 2éth February 1803, and pressed
for a hearing. They were allowed to send in two or three
representatives to discuss the issue. The representatives
expressed the resentment of the ryots at the ban imposed on the
free sale of cotton and low price fixed by the government for i1ts
purchase, but were informed that no change in the policy was
possible at that stage. The angry ryots again ‘"beset the
Duwrbar... in a very tumultuous manner" the next day. When the
revenug commissioners (the collector and the bdudge & magistrate
of EBroach) strongly repeated the government’s resolution ‘“they
proceeded 1n a body of 200 or 250 to the Fort Flagstaff and were
aszsembling the remainder of the Fatells and those who came in
with them from the villages and were determined to persist in

their riotous conduct®.
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87. "Colonial State and Agrarian Society" in Sa
Bhattacharya and Romila Tha%ar. {eds.?, SHituat:
History for Sarvapalli Gopal, Delhi 1986, p. 13%,

88. sgexandeg Walker' s letter of instructions to Farbhuram Assaram,
20.9.18037, RLQL‘ Z2?, 1BOZ, gara Ss UWalker™sz letter to William
Steadman, 17.75.1804, paras 8-9; and of 18.3.1804, paras T-4,

F.D.. 44, 180%,
B89. G.L.Frendergast, Judge & Mag}strate of Broach, to Jonathan
Duncan., the Governor, 5.3.180%, R.D.. 48, 1805.
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The third day of their agitation - (28th February), "the
Fatells assembled in another part of the town i1n a still more
indecorous manner and were swearing each other Hindoo & Musulman by
their respective faiths to oppose the intentions of BGovernment 1in
the purchase of cotton”. At this point, the commissioners deputed
four amin patels to Brder the peasants to immedia@ely leave for
their villages or face punishments. The amin patels, however, could
only persuade the patels of four villages. They informed the
,officials that the ring leaders were Ali Musa Patel of Segtpur
village and Mohammad Raje, the patel of Kantharia and they were
"gutrageously calling on the rest on their ocaths %ca to proceed in
a body to the Flagstaff and to resist the orders....” Thereafter
the patels wére surrounded by Government servants, and the leaders
arrested. Ali Musa and Muhammad Raje were sentenced, on the spot,
to rece%ve 259§nd 30 batons respectively. They were put in 1iraons
and confined. Jonathan Duncan, the Governor of the Presidency,
entirely approved tgf officials” "judicious conduct in repressing

the sort of mutiny”.

The account impresses Qpan ue quite a few things. The most
obvious is the ryots® clear cut awareness that the government’s
cotton monopoly was destructive of peasant interest and needed to
be opposed. Secondly, the event markes a degree gf collective

organisation as well as leadership from within - coordinating

peasants coming from different villages — in the absence of these
two element a corporate protest like the one described above, is
difficult to conceive. And finally differences of caste and creed
did not come in the way of united action for a common objective.
though calls for unlty did take account of them. One may perhaps

also add the non-vioclent character of the agltat1cn and the
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?0. Broach Rev. Comm. to Bombay, 25.8.1805, R.D., 48-a, 1806, paras
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1. %gtter to Frendergast Consultations’ of 10.12.180%, R.D,, 48,
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2. The officials however, suspected the hand of the desai
and majmudar in xnstxgatxng the patells. But the evidence
is thin. Upon heir gency being sought bz the
officials 1t t th d%sperse the patels, thg desai % the
maJpu ar e wn o

{@ ion. %he ?n?ergentzcn oi aﬁ?gon dgéte? (3@0
E:??ed Di peas?gtthstgck) gn th?t vaernment behalf
o vyie e desired result. - h . .
25.8.1805, R.D., 48-a, 180&. oac Rev Comm. ,
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willingness of the peasants to discuss and negotiate. The latter
is linked to the overall approach of the peasantry to their
economic and political problems during our period. Formulation of
strategies to oppose oppressive measures, particular economic
oﬁes show a recognition of the mode and methods of colonial rule.
Throughout the first half of the century we find peasants filing
suits -in law courts and making petitions directly to the Bombay
Government. Their number multiplied with the years. After 1820
when the peasants’ condition became worse under the growing
pressure of revenue exactibns, there was flood of petitions which
are preserved in the files ofﬁthe Bombay Government’s Revenue
Department. For the 1830°s and 1840°s there are at times three
vélumes full of petition in a single year from Broach district
alone. The complaints contained in these petitions are
comprehensive. They refér to eyeryth?ng thaf caused distress
heavy assessment, high handedness and corruption of state revenue
functionaries, oppression by the rich bhagdars or the bureaucracy
including the cmllectur; moneylenders and the functioning of
legal courts. By way of substantiation a +Ffew representative
cases, reflecting the response of the peasantry to colonialism,
are offered below -

In 18146 the collector of Broach reported that 29,019 bighas

of beer (grass) land in Ankleshwar and Hansot parganas had been

brought under assessment at the rate of two rupees per bigha. N
But the patels.were resisting payment of revenue on it. He wrote
that the patels "delivered in Petitions against the measure, and
declined taking the Beer upon any terms, the balance of the EBeer
appearing in the accounts against the patells who still resisting
any entreaty to pay the amount 1 prosecuted one of the prigiipal

parties, in the adawlut and the cause was given against me".
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73. Besides gouchar (pasture) as common property, there was custom
in the district to keep some land as besr{(grass land) to
produce fodder for the cattle heads. The grass land was also
a common property of the villagers and it was revenue~free.
But the British on finding that beer was culturable deemed

I t 2 > .
tée %gpgg%ggogngsrtgﬁsggsbggé .Tha peasants strongly resisted

24, gharles Shubrick to Bombay, 14.11.180&, R.D., 109, 1816,

L]

para
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13

In Ankleshwar pargana the collector had to file =a suit
against the patels of Raveedra village for the re:over;s of
revenue on beer land, which the patels had declined to pay. In
their reioinder to the s&it the patels, Hasanji Saleh, Yusuflii
and Ismail Chand, categorically stated that imposition of @a% or

the beer went against cuétom ang should be withdrawn :

Captain' Williams came to survey our village, and
1nc1uded the Beer or Qasture land which has from
time immemorial been used ag Common. Whosoever
Culiivate Government lana elither residing on it or
residing elsewhere as in the Busravee Purgunnah is
allowed  Ten Biswahs of Beer land for Pasture for
every HBeega which he cultivates. This always has
been the case and that Beer land 15 not cultivated

how shnuld we g%z Rent for 12 f never has been
paid.” How are the caltls to §~ supported without
the Beer land. .. Flease do enguire into this for
the =ake of the 1nﬁaEzEanEs 9%

Deposing before the court a witness Yusuf SBaleh (who was preseﬁt
in the collector’s office at the time of the dispute) made the
following statement as to the standpoint of the patels :

the said fatels came there M. Wilkins told them
they would have to pay for the Beer land, thesy
said we cannot ag it is unusuwal. You are Master
dispose of the Beer Land by auction or cut the
Ggass 9g;md sell it we cannot pay for it and we give
it up.

%

To a Ffurther guestion as to what Mr. Wilkins’ replyl was he
answered :

He said they would have to pa and the PFatel
?aln sazd Jyou are our Master You can do as
ease, wa cannot pay for the Egggg and™ TT

noE agproac PR AL o
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s. Egﬁarnard. Judge at Broach, to Bombay, 6.%.1817, K.D., 11é&,

?6. An enclosure to T.Barnard’s letter, Ibid {(emphasis added). In
this REJDlndEF’ the translator has probably translated the
beer as pasture wrongly.

?7. Another enclosure to T.Barnard’s letter, lbid
8. lbid, (emphasis added).

-
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The cowt’'s verdict in the case went against the collector
and patels were rescued from having to pay the revenue on the

beer.

The Assistant Collector of Broach faced a serious  problem
at the settlement of Jamabandi of 1822. Struck by the growing
awareness of the peasants, he wrote to his superiors that resistance
to the revenue assessment by te patels of Jambusar had been 1n
the mabling for several months and at one time he feared that "a
general . combination of the patells would have put a stop to any

assessment". He further added :

The

The voice of Q%EQEiELQQ seem to awaken every year
with Increased (sic) vehemence and resolution and

only “sft&nd in"&a need of a 1ittle More FEnowledge,
to render it triumphant - That knowledge, happily
cherished by a more general acqualintance with
Requlations, and by the decrees of the Udalut, must
every year disperse more widely.,99

The growing number of plaints and petitions is a
significant index that the peasants were gradually picking up the
rules and regulations of the new policy and while these held out a
hope, grievances would be vented through ‘constitutional”
channels. They were not even frightened of filing cases against
the powerful authority of the collectors. A number of complaints
regarding their lapses were lodged with the Bombay government.
Consider, for instance, the boldness of this report (1820
against Charles Shubrick and his cohorts @

the collector himself understands nothing, but
acts merely according to what he is %ald by
Moolchund and the other native agents, and by the
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drew Burnett, Acting Coll. Broach,
« folios &62-67 (empRasis added)
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Moalchund and Purbhoo Lukhmunjee an  attempt has
again = been mage to force téll tthgd Lyots . by
threatinings and imprisonment., Lo raw out a
Eegﬁimggaai Lg favor foﬂt%l Sﬁagcacﬁltﬁcgi iggtt9§
whnom ©Tne ryots are rrectly renedi ess... nti
Tately alfxfﬁé ryot% ave been well satisfied with
the English Govt, but for the last two years... we
have been most hardly treated. Moreover when the
collector goes out to collect revenue, Lukhmunjiee
takels] alongwith him a Comgany of dancing girls...
and on seizing the patels obliges them to pay money
to these girls, such a proceeding never took place
under any former native agent during the collection
of the revenue - again when the Hon’able the
Governor came to Broach the culfivtors of Hansot
were compelled to furnish carts without receiving
ga{ments; and the Jjumedar of the segays kicked the
ullocks and frightened them, so that a driver fell
off and the wheel went over his back when he
instantly died—... When the ryots went to lodge a
complaint before the Jjudge of adawlut, a Jjumadar
and sepoys were sent to seize... thus the were
prevented from making their Complaint, neither were
they permitted +to bring their complaint to the
Governor, who was then in the place. 100

The petitioners, after citing many other cases, concluded on the

note, "The ryots say that if you will refer this matter to the

adawlut for ingﬁitigation they are all ready tp prove the above
) :

menioned facts.

A similar petition against the *malpractices” and
contravention of’ ‘Codes of Regulation®™ by the offices of the
collector was sent to the governor by Dayal Lakhmidas Fatel of
Jhadeshwar village. The petition displays an acute awareness of

legal niceties and the proper conduct of public authorities. The
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100. Translation of a petition signed by Patel Devji Kuber of
Amblesar village and several others belonging to
dlffareng villages, date 1z % adrua vyud 187 samvat
(4.10.1820 AD) R.D., 144, 1820, folios 7&10=14. The petition

was submitted to the %overnor with the remark that "All the

ryots came and requested a few of the Patels of the Broach

Furgunnah to represent on their behalf the oppression which

they endure". They refered to a ‘certificate’ which the

majorit of the patels had signed in favor of one Ganpat

Dada Bhandariii, an emgloyee'zn the collecotr’s office,. who

was being implicated by native revenue officials on +alse

gparggs as he had taken a strong stand against their corrupt
actices.

101, Ibid.
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camplaint was against Ravenscroft, the Collecotr and Magistrate
of EBroach (mid 18407%s) who in the petitoner’s view was flouting

the laws @

that 1t is evident the %overnment has been pleased
time to time issued he orders, Enactments
Regulation for the Direction and guidence of both
the Ryot and the local authorities, and accordingly
Vested the power to the public +Functionaries to
observe it strictly, and to punish them, who may be
(sic) deviated - it bein% =Tu R -  but M.
Ravenscroft, the collector % Magistrate of Eroach:
zour petitioner would not have say (sic) so, that,

hat OGentleman possess no understanding, but on
misrepresentation of his Dufturdar, laying aside
the Codes of Regulations, his Prcceedin is so, tht
1t injures both the Ryut % the Circar and
augmenting the malpractices in his establisﬁment -
On this counts & points your petitioner is desirous

to represent a petition, but vyour Petitioner
entertaining _a doubt, that on_re resentin% &
petition to Govermnment by a poor Patell agains a

great man whether its just enquiry will "ever be
made or redress, that he be allowed to do so.102

On being permitted to depose Dayal Lakhmidas made a brilliant
representation to Ravenscroft, ' the collector, bringing out the
irregularities and corruption of the state functionaries,
emberzlements by talatis and the injustice done to the

103
peasants.
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102. Fetitign to George Arthur, President and Governor, 4.4.184%,
K Th, 1845,

. 28 Wy

10T, Dated 16.5.1845, R,D., 36, 1845.



