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PREFACE

Comparative Foreign Policy Analysis has come of age. It is now a major
subdiscipline of International Studies. There exists a sizeable corpus of theoretical
literature. However, this literature relates to the foreign policies of dominant states —
super, major and regional powers. The subfield is conspicuous by the marked absence of
theoretical literature on the foreign policy of small states which comprise the vast majority

of state actors in the international system.

But the sheer preponderance of small states elicited the attention of a group of
scholars, notable among them being Barston, Fox, Rothstein, Singer and Vital. However,
their work did no generate adequate scholarly response. In addition to the dominance of
the realist perspective and the Cold War, the problem of defining the concept of small
state came in the way of its acceptance as an area of research in its own right.
Notwithstanding this, the existence of small states and their international roles and
behaviour merit distinct attention, without this the subdiscipline of Comparative Foreign

Policy Analysis will remain lopsided.

The present study is an effort to overcome this lacunae by undertaking a systematic
inquiry into the foreign policy of Sri Lanka (1948-1988) as a case study of a small state in
international politics. It incorporates materials and findings from my M.Phil. dissertation
and builds upon it by extending both the chronological and theoretical frame of reference
of the initial study. However, the present study does not aim at providing a chronological
narrative of Sri Lanka’s foreign relations. Instead its focus is on delineating the dominant
patterns in the external interactions of Sri Lanka and the domestic, regional and

international contexts in its making.

The study comprises of seven chapters:

Chapter One is mainly concerned with critical examination of existing literature on
the small states as well as on foreign policy analysis. The idea is to formulate a workable
definition of small states along with a framework that is conducive to promoting

comparative analysis of their foreign policies.



il

Chapter Two deals with motivation, determinants, objectives and strategy of the
foreign policy of Sri Lanka. The domestic, regional and international factors and forces
shaping Sri Lanka’s foreign policy have been elucidated within an integrated framework.
Various determinants like geopolitical, political, economic, cultural and international
setting have been identified and their impact on foreign policy objectives and strategy has

been discussed.

Chapter Three examines the structure and processes of foreign policy making in
Sri Lanka. It analyzes the roles various institutions and organizations play therein from

time to time.

Chapters Four and Five concentrate on Sri Lanka’s behavioural patterns and
trends in the international system during the governments of the UNP and the SLFP,
respectively. The two chapters analyze Sri Lanka’s attitudes and responses to issues and
events of significance. Further, Sri Lanka’s relationship with major powers has also been

discussed.

Chapter Six discusses Sri Lanka’s interactions in the South Asian sub-system
during the governments of the two major political parties of the island, the UNP and the

SLFP. Sri Lanka’s relations with India and extra-regional actors have been examined.

The last chapter, summarizes the discussion and analysis of the preceding chapters

and attempts to validate or modify the propositions put forward in the first chapter.
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