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CHAPTER I.
I

INTRODUCTION.
*

INTRODUCTORY.
"The Puranas occupy a unique position in Indian 

literature, both sacred and secular. After the Mahabharata 
they have been the main sources of inspiration in the life 
of our people for over 1500 years.

The Puranas are of inestimable value for the history 
of society, philosophy and religion and are a veritable 
store house for getting insight into all aspects and phases 
of Hinduism.^

Not a single Purana can be found to contain all these 
particulars, however, "taken collectively they may be 
described as a popular encyclopaedia of ancient and medieval 
Hinduism, religions, philosophical, historical, personal, 
social and political.
IMPORTANCE OF PURANIC STUDIES.

"At the starting of the Indie studies in the last 
decades of the eighteenth and beginning of the nineteenth

l

centuries, the Puranas were regarded as of no historical value
on account of the confused conglomeration of legendary and
historical events in the PurSnas, as also their peculiar

4ideas of "ages" and "Cosmography". There may be some 
exag^ration in the descriptions of puranas5 though there are 

some important facts.^___________ ' _________ ___________ _
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But now the attitude is changed and they are accepted 
as one of the important sources of Indian history and 
culture, as they throw a flood of light on the various

•7aspects of the life of the time.
THE PROBLEM OF THE ORIGINAL BVP AND THE EXTANT BVP.

It was H.P. Sastri who started first the problem of 
the interrelationship of original BVP and the extapt BVP. He 

remarks that "the Brahmavaivartapurana in the present shape
carTnot be very old....... there seems to have existed a

Brahmavaivartapurana very different from the one which we

now posses. «8
Dr. R.C. Hazra is also of opinion that certain/ A.

genuine nuranas were later on replaced by spurious works 
bearing the same title and one of such works, he mentions, 
is the BVP also.9

A number of^Niba^dha)works e.g. Smrticandrika, 
Smrtitattva and Ijaturvarga^intamani etc. have drawn upon 

a BVP. About 1500 lines of that BVP have been quoted in 

these works but only 30 of these lines are found in the 
extant BVP as pointed out by Dr. R.C. Hazra. These 

, remarks of Dr. Hazra tend to suggest that the absence of

the remaining lines in the present BVP shows that it was
not the work from which those ^ba^^^karas quoted in their

works, so this BVP was not known even to the Nibandhakaras
11of the sixteenth century A.D.

The Asiatic Society of Bengal has two Devanagari 
manuscripts of the BVP: no.3820 and 3821, both of which
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uare fragmentary and incomplete. Some of their chapter-
colophons show that both the manufcripts belong to a different
BVP called •Adibrahmavaivartamahlpurana* which is quite

12different from the extant BVP.
Dr. H.P. Sastri, Dr. R.C. Hazra, J.O. Roy and A.S.

Gupta hold that the extant BVP is not the original one but
there was an original BVP before nin|th century A.D. which is

A »
now lost and about the tenth century A.D. it began to be
changed by the interfering hands of the Bengali authors who
recast it to its present form and contents in the sixteenth 

1 ^century A.D.
The arguments for and against this problem are as 

follows s-
According to the MP (53.33-35) the original BVP was 

narrated by Savarni to Narada and contained the mahatmya or 
glorification of Krsna and a repeated account of Brahmavaraha 
with a reference to the occurrence of the Rathantara Kalpa. 
Now it should be pointed out that the extant BVP is narrated 
by Narayana to Narada and has no reference to the Rathantara 
Kalpa. Further the MP (53.67-69) divides the pjuranas into 
four categories viz.

1. Satvika which glorified Hari
2. Rijasa which glorifies Brahma
3. Tamasa which glorifies iiva

4. Samkirna which glorified sarasvati and manes.
The PP (Uttarakhanda 264.84) states that the BVP is a

*

rijasa purana having Brahma as its highest deity.
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In the extant BVP Brahma is shown as inferior to
Radha and Krsna who are said to be superior to one and all
other gods (1.3.30, 1.2.20-27).

Thus the data in the extant BVP do not support the
description of the BVP as given by the MP and PP.

According to the SKP, the sun is the highest deity of 
14the BVP. but in the extant BVP, the sun is not tbe highest

but *%sna is the highest deity as noted above.
According to the MP (53.35), SP (9.27) and the

SKP (7.1.2.53), a person who gives a copy of the BVP to a
worthy Brahmin is said to attain the Brahmaloka. But
according to the extant BVP the Brahmaloka is far interior
to the Goloka, the abode of Krsna and is never the goal of
a devotee of Krsna (1.12.33, 1.14.58).

It should be noted that the word Vaisnava in the BVP
■ •

(1.11.39, 4.1.65) is not a general term for a devotee of a *

god, for this purana is very explicit in defining a
‘Vaisnava*. A ‘Vaisnava* is one who belongs to the Vaisnava
sect and who has been duly initiated by a preceptor into the
vaisnava fold by imparting to him the Vaisnava Mantra. Such 

* • * •an initiated vaisnava is extremely pure and jlvanmukta 
(1.11.41-42) and he certainly attains the Goloka (1.12.23). 
This position tends to suggest further that Brahma is not 
the supreme deity in the extant BVP.

In almost all the puranas the list of the eighteen 
Mahapuranas is given where the extent of the BVP is mentioned 
18000 slokas.15 But the present available Ananda4rama edition, 
^angavasl edition and the verikatesvara edition of the BVP

45
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contain nearly 22000, 22000 and 25000 verses respectively, so 
it follows that the extant BVP contains about 4000 or 7000 
verses more as the case may be* These are later additions 
and hence its remaining portion is also a completely revised 
work.

The NP (Purvakhanda 101) described the BVP containing 
four khands i.e.

Brahma ^

Prakrti
Gane&a
Krsna
•00

and givesjthe description in brief of each khanda. The extant
■

BVP contains four khandas as stated by the NP but it does 
not fulfil in detail complete description as given by the NP.

In the library of Oriental Institute Baroda, there 
are twelve manuscripts of the BVP and some of them are 
incomplete. The manuscript of the BVP, No.2544 is quite 
different from the extant BVP and it has three parts without 
any specific name or title. The total number of the chapters 
in the said manuscript is as follows

Part I Ch. 28
II 117

III 26
171

and generally each chapter - colophon reads ’Adimahapurine- 
brahmavaivarte* and hence it follows that the extant BVP is 
different from this Adibrahmavaivartapurana. The several
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47 17mahitmyas which are noted under the authority of the BVP.
are not found in the extant BVP.

From the above-mentioned arguments it follows that the
extant BVP is a different or an enlarged one and not the same
as described in various works, but A.S. Gupta further states

18that it is an apocryphal one but from the j^forejjoing facts
it may be said that the extant BVP is not totally an
apocryphal work but it might originally be a work of Brahma"-
cult and containing 18000 verses before seventh or eighth
century A.D. and after tenth century A.D. when Krsna and
Radhi worship became popular, the original BVP underwent
change, was enlarged and revised in the sixteenth century
A.D. by the followers of Ridha and Krsna sect in the estern
part of India, specially in Bengal where Radha and Krsna

19worship was popular.
DATE.

Various scholars have tried to handle the,.problem of 
the date of the BVP but they have not stated its precise 

date except a general remark that it is a late one hence an 
attempt is made to fix its precise date as far as possible.

Before going into the examination of the data for 
fixing the date of the BVP, the views of the different 
scholars on this problem may briefly be mentioned here 
below

1. Roy J.C.2® 16th Century A.D.
2. Hazra R.C.2i 16th Century A.D.
3. Wilson H.H.22 16th Century A.D.



4. Kane P.V.23

5. Dutta N.K.
6. » Maity P.K.

24
25

7. Upadhyaya Baladeva
8. Sen S.K.27

26

9. Shastri D.K. 
10. De S.K.29

28

11. Chatterjee B.C.30

16th Century A.D. 
15th Century A.D. 
15th Century A.D. 
15th Century A.D. 
15th Century A.D. 
11th Century A.D. 
10th Century A.D. 
10th Century A.D.

From the above survey, it is clear that the scholars 
assign either 10th, 11th, 15th, or 16th century A.D.

Out of the above 11 scholars the following three 
scholars i.e.

Shastri D.K.
De. S.K.
Chatterjee B.C.

argue that the first verse of the Gitagovinda of Jayadeva
(1162 A.D.)3* might be influenced by the verses of the BVP
(4.15.4.ff) so the BVP is compiled before Jayadeva. But the
learned scholars do not give any argument to prove their
thesis. It is quite possible that the^p&rana and Jayadeva
might have borrowed from a common source.

D.K. Shastri states that in the BVP there is a great
influence of Radha and hence an unknown Nimblrkaite might
have written the present BVP because Nimbarkaites worship 
- 32Radha with Krsna. JTo__this observation of D.K. Shastri it' 
should be pointed out that it is not in the Nimbirka sect 
but it is the Ridhavallabha sect wherein Radha has a 
predominant position over Krsna hence his argument does not
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stand to reason. Hence D.K. Shastri's implication about the
date i.e. 11th'Century A.D. is unacceptable.

Now let us examine the date of the BVP on the basis
of the inner intrinsic data of the BVP.

The BVP and the PP give the various names of Radha and 
1 33^alagrama stone. This enumaration in the BVP seems to 
follow that of the PP and wilson remarks that Mno portion 
of the PP is probably older than the twelfth century A.D. 
and the last parts may be as recent as the fifteenth or 
sixteenth4. Hence the BVP might have been compiled in 

fifteenth century A.D.
Dr.R.C. Hazra opines that the DbhP follows the BVP 

and states that almost all the chapters of DbhP IX have been
taken from the BVP II and the Prakrtikhanda i.e. BVP II in

• • *

its present form can not be dated earlier than the tenth 
35century A.D.

Now the BVP contains 67 chapters in its second part 
(i.e. Prakrtikhanda which describes the caritras of various

/

goddesses viz. Sarasvati
Vasudha,
Ganga,
Tulasi,
Savitri.
Laksmf

•

Svaha
SvadhI,
Daksina - • *
Sasthi
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Mangalacandi
Manasa

Surabhi

Radha

Durga.

The DbhP IX. 1-50 are borrowed from the BVP II as stated.by 
Dr. R.C. Hazra and the said portion of the DbhP describes 

caritras of
Sarasvati
Vasudha

Ganga

Tulasi
Sivitri

Laksmio

Svaha
Svadhi

Daksina- • •

Sasthi
Mangalacandi 

Manasa "

Surabhi

Radha

Durga
It should be noted that the DbhP IX 48 deals with Manasa in 

chapter one only while the BVP II 45,46 devotes two chapters 

to Manasa, The DbhP (IX.50-1-52) devotes only $ 52 verses 
to Radha with Durga while the BVP devotes nine chapters to

50
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Radha. This goes to prove that the BVP II i.e\^^Prakrt£kfianda 

is an elaboration of the DbhP IX and hence it follows^ that 

the BVP has based its chapters of Prakrtikhanda on those of 

the DbhP IX.
It may also be noted that Dr.^ikati^7)holds similar

.36view''! According to Dr. R.C. Hazra "it is highly probable
«

that the DbhP was compiled in the eleventh or twelfth 

century A.D. and hence it follows that the BVP. might be 

compiled after the fourteenth century A.D. when the DbhP had 

became popular.

The BVP often mentions the worship, of Sadayatana 

which is definately of later period than the worship of the 
Pa rTc ay a tana3? The DbhP (XI 17.35 ff) mentions the 

Paftcayatanapuja while the BVP refers to th4 §adayatanapuja 

which is naturally of a subsequent period.
Apararka (1200 A.D.), the commentator of YS^and 

BallSJsena (1155-1180 A.D.)5 give the quotations from the
/. - OQ

uranas but they do not refer to the BVP this suggests jfln/jf 

that even upjto the twelfth century A.D. the BVP-was not 

known.
In the description of Kaliyuga in the BVP(2.7.25),

the ^urana states that the people would learn

’mlecchaiastra* which suggests that the BVP might be

refering here to some persian scriptures like Quaran etc.
40as Bengal came under Muslim rule from 1203 A.D. From 

this reference it follows that the BVP is compiled after 

1203 A.D.
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Candidasa (1385 A.D.) is said to be a founder of
” # •

Parakiya - Radha - Vada.4^ The BVP seems to jlynthesis the
theory of Parakiya-Radha-Vida and Svakiya-Radha-Vada^ and

this synthesis - theory tends to suggest that the BVP would
have been composed after Candidasa, about, say, 100 years
or so after, if due allowance is made for the popularity of
the ParakiyS vada and the consequent arising need for

synthesis. #
The BVP described some folk goddesses viz. Manasa,

Mangalacandi and Sasthi. The folk songs regarding Manasa,
Maiigalacandl and Sasthi were written in the times of
candidasa (1385 A.D.) and Manika Dutta (1300 A.D.)^? Hence 

• • • ‘
it follows that the BVP is compiled after this date, as the 
folk songs preside their acceptance and inclusion in the 
official religions books like Puranas.

It is a current belief of Indians that on particular 
lunar days, particular dishes of food prove uncongenial to 
the human system.

Raghunandana Bhattacarya (1510-1565 A.D.) devotes an 
important chapter of his work Astavimsatitattva, to a 
consideration of this point, for instance one should not eat

i

a pumppin or its gourd, on the second day of a Lunation. 
Brhati on the third, Patola on the fourth, Radish on the 
fifth, Nimfa on the sixth and so on.44 The BVP also 

proscribes such things on particular days and it is probable 
that the BVP is indebted to the Astavimsatitattva of 
Raghunandana.



The philosophycal thought in the BVP reflects the 
influence of philosophy of Vallabhacarya (1479 A.D.) and 
caitanya (1485 A.D.)45 In the BVP the position of Ridha is 

superior to Krsna and this situation is found in the 
Radhavallabha sampradaya whose founder Hitaharivaniia 
florished in A.D.4^

While describing the residence of Radha, the BVP 
mentions that there were other 33 vanas in Vr^ndavana 
(4.28.165) which was situated in the residential area of 
RadhI. Now the tradition runs that it was for the first time 
in 1535 A.D. Hitaharivamsa built the temple of Ridha in 
Vmadavana where he laid out the other vanas which still 
exist to day.

The BVP (4.73.79) mentions that amongst all the 
Purinas the BhP is the best which shows its influence and 
popularity. Now the BhP is assigned date ranging from/^9th 
century A.D. to^l2th Century A.D.^9 Even accepting the 
latest date of the BhP it is obvious tha$ the B^P is later 
than the BhP, the influence and indebtedness of which is 
noticed in the enlargment of the topics handled by the BhP - 
and also by its advancement over the BhP by introducing 
Radha who is missing in the ®hP.

The BVP gives the description of the Goloka, 
Vr^ndavana, vaikuntha, Kailasa and the city of Saftkhacuda5® 

in an artificial manner with architectural details which 
reflect the architectural school of Mughal period.5*

The BVP categorically states that the mdVjth of



54Caitra is the last and Vaisakha is the initial of the 
year (4.96.60). It is only in the Bengali era that the year 

starts from the mouth of Vaisakha and this Bengali era is a
revised form of the Fasali era which was started by Akabara.

None of the manuscripts of the BVP, recorded in the 
various Descriptive catalogues of Sanskrit manuscripts53 

is $0 prior to 1692 A.D. and hence the lower limit of the 
BVP is 1600 A.D. and from seeing the above points its upper

i *

limit can be put as 1400 A.D.
*

HOME.
Regarding the home of the BVP there is no controversy 

and scholars like Dr. R.C. Hazra^4, A.S. Gupta55 Baladeva 

Upadhyaya5^ and D.K. Shastri57 hold that Bengal is the home 

of the BVP. The following data which is,, available in the 
BVP also lead_to the same conclusion.

The BVP describes various aspects of Krsna's life 

and in this connection its mentions various geographical 
plhce-names ranging generally from Mathura to some eastern 

parts of India. The geographical knowledge of north India is 
extremely poor in the case of the author of the BVP, 
whereas his good aquaintance with the geography of eastern 
India and this suggests that probably he might be a resident 
of any place ranging from Mathura to the eastern parts of 
India, mostly of Bengal.

The BVP mentions two significant jlthnical names viz. 

Ristriya and Virendra (3.36.12) which are the Sanskritised 

forms of Radhiya and Virendra respectively which were the 

provinces of Bengal. This suggests that the author might be

52
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aware of these provinces of Bengal as P.C. Sen remarks
"towards the close of the premuhammadan period Radha and

- 1 58Varendri were well known divisions of Bengal*"
The BVP uses the word Ballava (1.5.42, 2.49.42,

2.48.43,53) for the word Gopa. The caste Ballava is one of
the subcaste of the caste Gopa by name and it is prevalent
in Bengal even to day.**0

The BVP mentions the two, castes JolS and Vaidya and
traces their origin as follows

By the union of a Mleccha man a Kuvindaka woman,
JolS was born (1.10.121,) and Vaidya was born by the union of

f

Alvinikumira and a Brahmin woman (1.10.123). These two 
beliefs are still prevalent in Bengal.**0

£. -I __

Dr. Sukumar Sen holds that the vocable Jola
(BVP 1.10.121) is a Bengali word from Persian Jullah, Julah
’weaver*. Julaha is the Hindi (Bhojapuri etc.) addeptation
of Persian Jullah, Julah. Bengali drops the final *h* so
the original word Jullah or Julah is Sanskritised as Jola.

The worship of folk godddss: Manasa, Sasthi and
Mangalacandi is prevalent in Bengal only and the BVP
(2.43-46) has described their stories at great length.

The BVP (4.3.23, 4.31.53, 3.34.38) uses some phrases
which reflect the influence of Persian which was spoken in

62Bengal then and Assamese. which prove that the author of
i

the BVP might be aware of Persian and Assamese languages.
The BVP (2.27.79) states that one should perform

»Sivapuja in the gonth of Magha or caitra - a practice which
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is prevalent in Bengal only.

As we have noted earlier, the BVP states that the 
month of caitra is the last and vaisakha is the first month. 

Bengali era starts from Vaisakha and this era is another
form of Fasali era started by Akabara. This shoivs that the

»author of the BVP might be aware of the Fasali or Bengali 

era,
The BVP states that Sarasvati, Gariga, Tulasi and 

Laksmi are Nlrayana’s wife (2.12.1) and this belief is still 
prevalent in Bengal.^4

According to the direction of the BVP (2.27.87) one

should perform Laksmipuja in the month of Bhadrapada which
65is still prevalent in Bengal.

According to the BVP (2.11.7) Ganga was born from 

the fluid, at the result of Krsna's and Radha’s mutual 

merging as a consequential effect of music. This belief is 
popular in Bengal.^

The BVP (2.30.162-163) states that one should 

perform five Parvans viz.
Janmlstami

• •

Ramanavami
^ivaratri

Ekadas£

Sunday.
and it also states that one can take fish in one*s meal 
except on these five Parvans. This belief is only prevalent 
in Bengal.^7
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From the above mentioned data it may be concluded that 

, the home of the BVP is Bengal.
THE TITLE OF THE BRAHMAVAIVARTAPURAMA.

As noted earlier there was another BVP named 
Adibrahmavaivartapurana. The extant Brahmavaivartapurana is 
known simply as "Brahmavaivartamahapurana". The BVP itself 
gives its explanation as follows It has been called the

!

BVP by the knowers of the past because it is in it that the 
modifications of Brahman brought about by Krsna are describ§§.

The BVP praises itself and states that amongst all 
the puranas, the BVP is fulfiller of all hopes and giver of 
wealth (1,1.59, 4.133.32). It further states that this 
Purana was handed over first by Krsna to Brahma who gave it 
to Dharma who gave it to Narayana who told it in turn to 
Narada who inturn gave it to Vyasa (1.1.62-64, '4.133.28-29).

There is also another title of the Brahmavaivartap 
purana as Brahmakaivartapurana which is prevalent in South 
India,^ Nothing can be said regarding this title whether

there might be a purana different from the present BVP or
' 70the title is only different.

LAGHU BRAHMAVAIVARTAPURANA.
Kamalakara Bhatta, in his Nirnayasindhu, quotes two

verses from the Laghubrahmavaivartapurana with the remarks
that "atra mulam cintayet". As these two verses, dealing
with the praise of gifts made at Benaras during eclipse
etc. do not occur in the present BVP. Dr. R.C. Hazra
remarks that "the Laghubrahmavaivartapurana - if at all
there was any work of this title - must have been a
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separate work written before 1400 A.D. It should be also

(

mentioned here that we do not know any second author who 
refers to or draws upon this work./7*

THE BVP AND THE PURAEJA PANCALAKSANA.

The contents of the BVP are given in Appendix I. 

ssical definition of the 
following five characteristics.
The classical definition of the Purana enumerates the

72

1. Sarga
2. Pratisarga
3. Vamsa
4. Manvantara
5. Vamsanucarita

4X40X44X44 creation 
dissolution 
genealogies 
aged of Manus 
genealogies of Kings.

(4.133.6-7)

But according to the BVP, above mentioned five characteri­
stics are of the U^jirana and states that Mahapurana has 

ten characteristics as follows :-

!

I

1. Srsti
2. Visrsti

« • •

3. Sthiti
4. Palana
5. Karmavasana
6. Manuvarta
7. Pralayavarnana

8. Moksanirupana
9. Harikirtana 

10. Devakirtana

* Primary Creation

= Secondary creation 
** Stability of creation
* Protection

= Desire for work 
= Information about the Manus.

= Description of the final 
distruction

= The way to release from rebirtt
* Discourse on Hari
= Discourse on other gods. 

(4.133.8-10)



^0v V
Generally the definition of Purina Paiscalaksana is

J<Zold and that of ten characteristics is of very late origin
t

because it is only stated in the BVP and in the BhP 
(2.10.1-7, 12.7.8-10).

The BVP (4.133.6-7) simply mentions the names of 
ten characteristics while the BhP (12.7.11-20) explains each 
and every one laksana.

The names of ten characteristics given in the BVP 
and BhP are differed in some cases but they may correspond 
as follows:-^

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

8.
9.

10.

BVP BhP
Srsti * * * Sarga
Visrsti • * *

Visarga
Sthiti Vrtti or Sthana•
PSlana Flaks! or Posana• • •
Karmavasanl Hetu or Uti
ManuvartI Aotarani or Manvantara

•
Pralayavarnana Sanistha or Nirodha
Moksanirupana Apa^srayaor Mukti
Harikirtana Vam4a or Asraya

Devakirtana Vamsalicarita or Isanuka
tha

(12.7.9, 2.10.1)
It is significant to note that the BVfi fulfils the 

above mentioned five and ten characteristics thus e.g. 
Five characteristics

1. Sarga (1.6,7,8 etc.)
2. Pratisarga (1.5)



5,
6,

Vamsa (1.22)
Manvantara KH-Hi- )
Vamsanucarita (2.13)
Ten characteristics
Srsti

* • •
(l.6,7,8 etc.)

Visrsti
* * *

(1.5)
Sthiti (1.6)
Palana (1.18)
Karmavasani (2.25,26)
Manuvarta ( H. Ml )
Pralayavarnana (1.5)
Moksanirupana (4.10,11 etc.)
Harikirtana (2.34)
Devakirtana (2.10,13).
and above these, the BVP describes caste

Ayurveda, diseases, acara and ahnika (1.10,1.16, 1.26).
It is strange note that the BVP tries to fulfil

itself according to five and ten characteristics of Purina 
but even though MM. Dr. P.V. Kane75 and H.H. Wilson75 

remark, without giving any argument that the Brahmavaivarta- 
purana has not the slightest title to be regarded as a. 
purana.
THE POSITION OF THE BVP IN THE DIFFERENT CLASSIFICATION OFTHEPURtoAS.

The Puranas can be classified into ancient and 
later according as they conform or not strictly to the
Pa?scalaksana definition.

* «

Dr. A.D. Pusalker states that the Vayu, Brahmanda,

Ganesh,



77Matsya and Visnu are ancient Puranas.
The Mahapuranas have been divided into Sattvika, 

Rajasa and Tamasa according to their preferential treatment 
of Visnu, Siva and other deities.

The PP {Uttara 263.81-84) classifies them in three 
categories as follows :-

1. Sattvika - VP, NP, BhP, GP, PP, VflP.
2. Rajasa - BRP, BVP,.MKP, BP, VMP, BSP '
3. Tamasa - MP, KP, LP, &>, AP, SKP.

The SKP enumerates ten puranas as describing ,the 
greatness of Siva, four of Brahma and two of Devi and

' *7Q

Hari. The MP (53.68-69) regards the Puranas glorifying 
Agni as rajasa and those that glorify Sarasvati and Pitrs 
as Samkirna.

On the authority of the Tamila works, V.R.R.
79 -Dikshitar classifies the Puranas into five groups as 

follows :-
1. Brahma
2. Surya
3. Agni
4. Siva

5. Visnu
o •

Hara Prasad Sastriou gives the following classifica­
tion on a through and critical examination of the contents 
of the Puranas as follows :-
1. Puranas^ of encyclopaedic character « GP, AP, NP.
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Brahma and Padma 
Brahmavaivarta 
Agni
4iva, Skanda, Linga, Kurma, Vamana, 

Varaha, Bhavisya, Matsya, Markandeya, 
Brahmianda,
Narada, Bhagavata, Garuda, Visnu.
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2. Puranas dealing with Holy places

and religious vows

3. Puranas which underwent

two general revisions

4. Puranas revised out of
*

existence

5. Historical group
. ' a

6. Sectarian works

* PP, SKP, BSP.

= BP, BhP, BVP.

* VHP, KP, MP.

= BRP, WP

= LP.VMP, MKP.
Now according to the MP a Purina which deals with Brahma 

as its highest deity is a Rajasa Purina and one whiph deals 

with Hari is a Sattvika Purina. According to PP the BVP ‘is 

a rajasa Purina-but the extent BVP does not mention Brahma 

as its highest deity but Brahma is described inferior to 
Krsna (Hari) who is mentioned as the Supreme deity in the 

BVP and hence the BVP is a Sattvika Purina not a Rajasa one.

According to V.R.R. Dikshitar, the BVP deals with 

Surya but this is far from the truth so far the extant BVP

is concerned because Surya is shown inferior to Krsna who
• • •

is the major deity of description in the BVP.

INFLUENCE OP THE BVP ON OTHER WORKS.

It is known that the BhP has a great influence over

Vaisnavas of India. In this Purina Krsna*s lila or divine

sports are described. Radha is connected with Krsna but even
• '* *

then she is missing in the BhP. To fill up this desideratum, 

some.vaisnavas might have thought to compile the BVP. It 

can be said that Ridhi is the main character of this purana 

and hence the BVP is the chief authority on the neo-school
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81of Vaisnavism or the Radha-Krsna cult.

• « • « «
82The BVP has influenced later writers also e.g. 

Gaurikanta Dvija, an Assamese writer, wrote the drama 
"Vighnesa Janmodaya" containing three acts in Saka year 
1721 i.e. 1799 A.D. and this is inspired by the story of 
Ganesa in the Ganesakhanda of the BVP while another

• • • m

Assamese writer - Dina Dvija wrote the drama ttSamkhacuda- 
vadha" containing three acts in Saka year 1724 i.e. 1802 
A.D. and this is based on the story of Samkhocuda of the
Prakrtikhanda of the BVP.

• «- •
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