~ social and political."”3 :

CHAPTER 1.
' -
INTRODUCTION.
INTRODUCTORY.

"The Pur@nas occupy a unique position in Inaiaﬁ
literature, both sacred and secuiar. After the Mahabharata
they have been the main sources of inspiration in the life
of our peOpleAfor over 1500 years.“l

The Purégés are of inestimable value for the history
of society, philosophy and religion and are a veritable Ard
store house for getting insight into all agpects and phases
of Hinduism.? d

Not a single Purdna can be found to contain all these
pérticulars, however, "taken collectively they may be

described as a popular encyclopaedia of ancient and medieval

Hinduism, religiolls, philosophical, historical, personal,

IMPORTANCE OF PURANIC STUDIES.

"At the starting of the Indic studies in the last
decades of the eighteenth and,begiﬁning of the nineteenth
centuries,"the Purd@nas we£e regarded as of no historical value|
on account of the confused conglomeration of legendary and
historical events in the Purdnas, as also their peculiér
ideas of "ages" and "Cosmography" .4 There may be some

5

exadgration in the descriptions of guranas though there are

6

some important facts.
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But now the attitude is changed and they are accepted

as one of the important sources of Indian history and
culture, as they throw a flood of light on the various
aspects of the life of the time.’

THE PROBLEM OF THE ORIGINAL BVP AND THE EXTANT BVP.

bearing the same title and one of such works, he mentions,

. remarks of Dr. Hazra tend to suggest that the absence of

It was H.P. Sastri who started first the problem of
the interrelationship of original BVP and the extapt BVP. He
remarks that "the Brahmavaivartapurana in the present shape
caé:EBt be very old........ there seems to have existéd a
BrahmaQaivartapurépa very differént from the one which we
now 1:’0sses."8

Dr. R.C, Hazra is also of opinion that certain

genuine #urépas were later on repiaced by spurious works

is the BVP also.’ 5

A number oﬂi&éé%%%é%)works e.g. Smrticandrika,
Sm;titattva and %aturvargg;cinté&agi etc. have drawn upon
a BVP. About 1500 lines of that BVP have been quoted in
these works but only 30 of these lines a£e found in the

extant BVP as pointed out by Dr. R.C.‘Hazra.lo These

the remaining lines in the present BVP shows that it was
not tﬁe work from which those Nibandhakaras quoted in their
works, s0 this BVP was not known even to the Nibandhakaras
of the sixteenth century A.D.ll

The Asiatic Society of Bengal has ‘two Devandgari

manuscripts of the BVP: no.3820 and 3821, both of which

Q?Smumh
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are fragmentary and incomplete. Some of their chapter-
colophons show that both the manufcripts belong to a different
BVP called 'Adibrahmavaivartamah3purdna' which is quite
different from the extant BVP.12
Dr. H.P. Sastri, Dr. R.C. Hazra, J.C. Roy and A.S.

Gupta hold that the extant BVP is not the original_one but
there was an original BVP beforgAnin§th century A.D. which is
now lost and about the tenth century A.D. it began to be
changed by the interfering hands of the Bengali authors who
recast it to its present form and conteﬁts in the sixteenth
century A.D.l3 |

' The arguments for and against this problem are as
follows :- .

- According to the MP (53.33-35) the original BVP wa;
narrated by Savarni to Narada and contained the m3hatmya or
glorification of Krspa and a repeated account of Brahmavaraha
withﬂa reference to the occurrence of the Rathantara Kalpa.
Now it should be pointed out that the extant BVP is narrated
b§ Narayana to Narada and has no reference to the Rathantara
Kalpa. Further the MP (53.67-69) ciivide;- the gurpas into
fouricategories yiz{

| 1. Satvika which glorified Hari
2. Rajasa which glorifies Brahma
3. Tamasa which glorifies Siva
4. Sarikirpa which glorifief sarasvati and manes.
The PP (Uttarakhzgga 264.84) states that the BVP is a

rajasa purana having Brahm3 as its highest deity.
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In the estant BV? Brahma is shown as inferior to
Radha and Krsna who arexsaid to be superior to one and all
other gods (1.3.30, 1.2.20-27).

Thus the data in the extant BVP do not support the
description of the BVP as given by the MP and PP,

According to the SKP, the sun is the highést deity of
the BVP, l4Abut in the extant BVP, the sun is not the highest
but K-rsna is the highest deity as noted above. o

According to the MP (53.35), SP (9 27) and the

'SKP (7.1.2.53), a person who gives a copy of the BVP to a

worthy Brahmin is said to attain the Brahmaloka. But
according to the extant BVP the Brahmaloka is far interior
to the Goloka, the abode of Krsna and is never the goal of
a devotee of Krsna (1.12.33, 1.14.58).

It should be noted that the word Vhisnava in the BVP
(1.11.39, 4 1.65) is not a general term for a devotee of a éﬂ;
god for this purana is very explicit in definlng a
'Vaignava'. A 'Vaignava' is one who belongs to tbe Vai§qa§a
sect ap& who has been dul& initiated by a preceptor into the
vaisnava fold by imparting to him the Vaisnava Mantra. Such
an initiated vaisnava is extremely pure and jIvanmukta
(1ﬁ11.41,42) and he certainly attains the Goloka (1.12.23).
This positién tends to éuggest further tbat Brahm3 is not
the supreme deity in the extant BVP,

__In almost all the purdnas the llst of the eighteen
Maﬁépuranas is given where the ‘extent of the BVP ig mentloned
18000 slokas.15 But the present available Anandadrama edition,
%angavasi edltlon and the ieﬁkatesvara edition of the BVP

AN
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contain nearly 22000, 22000 and 25000 verses respectively, so
it follows that the extant BVP contains about 4000 or 7000
verses more as the case may be. -These are later add;tions
and hence its remaining portion is also a completely revised i
work.16 |
The NP (Parvakhanda 101) described the BVP containing

" ‘-./
four khands i.e.

Brahma &

Prakrti

Gageéa

Krgna : '
apé_giyggjépe description in brief of each khanda. The extant
BVP contains four khandas as stated by the NP but it does
not fulfil in detai;‘gfmplete descriptioﬁ as given by the NP,

In the library of Oriental Institute Baroda, there

are twelve manuscripts of the BVP and some of theém are
incomplete. The manuscript of the BVP, No;2544 is quite
different from the extant BVP and it has three parts without
any specific name or title. The total number of the chapters

in the said manuscript is as follows :=

Part 1 Ch. 28
11 117
I11 26
1n

and generally each chapter - colophon reads ‘Adimahapurane-
brahmavaivarte' and hence it follows that the extant BVP is

different from this Adibrahmavaivartapurana. The several

Ganesh




| 17

mahatmyas which are noted under the'authority of the BVP.17

_are not found in the extant BVP,

From the above-mentioned arguments it follows that the
extant BVP is a different or an enlarged one and not the same
as described in various works, but A.S. Gupta further states
that it is an apocryphal one® but from the @iore’going facts

‘ o
it may be said that the extant BVP is not totally an
géocryphal work but it might originally be a work of Brahmd-
cult and containing 18000 verses before seventh or eigﬁth
century A.D. and after tenth century A.D. when Krgna and
Radha worship became popular, the original BVP underwent
;Qange, was enlarged and revised in the sixteenth century
A;D. by the followers of Radha and Krsna sect in the estern
part of India, specially in Bengal where Radhd and Krsna
Qp:ship was popular.t? '
DATE.

Various scholars have tried to handle the.problem of
the date of the BVP but they havé not stated its precise
date except a general remark that it is a late one hence an
attegpt is made to fix its precise date as far as possible.
‘ Before going. into the examination of the data for

fixing the date of the BVP, the views of the different

scholars on this problem may briefly be mentioned here

below :-
i. Rey J.c.20 16th Century A.D.
2. Hazra R.C.2! 16th Century A.D.

3. Wilson H.H.22 16th Century A.D.
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4. Kane P.v,23 16th Century A.D.
5. Dutta N.K,2* 15th Century A.D.
6. Maity p.K. 2 15th Century A.D.
7. Upadhyaya Baladeva26 15th Century A.D.
8. Sen S.K.27 15th Century A.D.
9. Shastri D.K.28 11th Century A.D.
10. De S.k.%° 10th Century A.D.
11. Chatterjee B.C.3°  10th Century A.D.

From the above survey, it ls clear that the scholars
a531gn either 10th, llth 15th, or 1lé6th century A.D.

Out of the above 1l scholars the following three
scholars i.e.

Shastri D.K,

-De. S.K.

Chatterjee B.C.
arg;e that the first verse of the Gitagovinda of Jayadeva
(1162 A.D.)3l night be influehced by the verses of the BVP
(4 15.4.ff) so the BVP is compiled before Jayadeva. But the
learned scholars “do not give any argument to prove their
thesis. It is quite possible that the puripa and Jayadeva
might have borrowed from a common source.

D.K. Shastri states that in the BVP there is a great
iiflugnce of Radha and hence an unknown Nimb%rkgi}e might
have Written the present BVP because Nimbérkg}tes worship
R3dha with Kggna.>> To this observation of D.K. Shastri it.
should be pointed out that it is not in the Nimbarka sect
but it is the R3dh3avallabha sect wherein Radh3 has a

predominant position over Krgna hence his argument does not
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goddesses viz. Sarasvati

49
stand to reason. Hence D.K. Shastri's implication about the
date i.e. 1llth-Century A.D. is unacceétable.

| 'Now let us examine the date of the BVP on the basis
of the inner intrinsic data of the BVP,
The BVP and the PP give the various names of Radha and

1
Silagrima stone.S

3 This enumaration in the BVP seems.to
follow that of the PP and wilson remarks that "no pértion
of the PP is probably older than the twelfth century A.D.
and the last parts may be as recent as the fifteenth or

sixteentﬂa4. Hence the BVP might have been compiled in

Dr.R.C. Hazra opines that the DbhP follows the BVP
and states that almost all the chapters of DbhP IX have been
taken from the BVP II and the Prakrtikhanda i.e. BVP II in

its present form caé:Ebt be dated earlier than the tenth

century A.D.35

Now the BVP containg 67 csapters<in its second part
(i.e. Prakrtikhanda which describes the caritras of various
|
Vasudha,
Gangd,
Tulasi,
Savitri.
iakgm{
Svaha
Svadha,
Daksina :

Sasthi

*
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Marigalacandi
Manasa
Surabhi
Radha

Durga.

The DbhP IX. 1-50 are borrowed from the BVP II as stated. by

Dr, R.C. Hazra and the said portion of the DbhP describes

caritras of

Sarasvati
Vasudha
Ganga
Tulasi
Savitri
Laksmi
Svaha
Svadha
Daksina
Sagthi

Maﬁgalacaqqi

‘Manasa ’

Suxabhi
Radha

Durga

It should be noted that the DbhP IX 48 deals with Manasa in

éhapter one only while the BVP II 45,46 devotes two chapters

to Manasa. The DbhP (IX.50-1-52) devotes only & 52 verses

to Radha with Durga while the BVP devotes nine chapters to
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Radha. This goes to prove that the BVP II i.e “Prakrtikh nda

is an elaboration of the DbhP IX and hence it }ollowsgggat
the BVP has based its chapters of Prakrtikhanda on those of:
the DbhP IX.

It may also be noted that Dr.é?gg;g;jg:>holds similar
v13w36 According to Dr. R.C. Hazra "it is highly probable
that the DbhP was compiled in the eleventh or twelfth

century A.0.%7

and hence it follows that the BVQ.might be
compiled after the fourteenth century A.D, wheh the DbhP had
became popular. ' ‘

The BVP aeften mentions the worship. of Sadayatana
which is definately_of later period_fhan the worship of the
Paﬁ%éyatana?? The DbhP (XI 17.35 ff) mentions the
Pdﬁbé&atanapﬁjé while the BVP refers to'thé Sadayatanapuja
which is naturally of a subsequent period.

Apararka (1200 A.D.), the commentator of ¥S and
Balldsena (1155-1180 A.D.) give the quotations from the

uranas but they do not refer to the BVP39this suggests £KA$
that even upito the twelfth century A.D. the BVP.was not
known. ' - ‘

* In the description of Kaliyuga iﬁ the BVP(2.7.25),
the uréna'states that the people would learn
'mlecchasastra which suggests that the BVP might be
referlng here to some perslan scrlptures like Quaran etc.

40 From

as Bengal came under Muslim rule from 1203 A.D.
this reference it follows that the BVP is compiled after

1203 A.D.
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It

-

Candiddsa (1385 A.D.) is said to be a founder of

Parakiya - Ridhd - Vida.4l The BVP seems to f@nthesis the

theory of Parakiyd-Radha-Vada and Svakfyi-Rédhé-VSda42 and
tﬁis synthesis - theory tends to suggest that the BVP would
have been composed after Cagé?&ésa, about, say, 100 years‘
or so after, if due allowance is made for the popularity of
the Parakiya vada and -the consequent arising need for
synthesis. .

The BVP described some £olk goddesses viz. Manasa,
Mangalacandi and Sasthi. The folk songs regarding Manasa,
Marigalacandi and Sagthi were written in the times of
candidasa (1385 A.D.) and Minika Dutta (1300 A..)*3 Hence
it follows that the BVP is compiled after this date, as the
folk songs preside their acceptance and inclusion in the
official religioms books like Puranas.

It is a current belief of Indians that on particular
lunar days, particular dishes of food prove uncongenial to
the human system. \

Raghunandana Bhattdcdrya (1510-1565 A.D.) devotes an
important chagter of his work Astavimsatitattva, to a
consideration of this point, for instanqe one should not eat'
a pumppin or its gourd, on the second day of a Lunation.
Brhati on the third, Patola on the fourth, Radish on the
fifth, Nimba on the sixth and so on.** The BVP also
proscribes such things on particular days and it is probable
that the BVP is indebted to the Astavidmdatitattva of

Raghunandana.
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The philosophycal thought in the BVP reflects the
influence of philosophy of Vallabhicirya (1479 A.D.)45
caitanya (1485 A.D.)*® 1In the BVP the position of Radha is
superior to Krsna and this situation is found in the
Radhavallabha sampradiaya whose founder Hitaharivamsa
florished in [qghy  A.DY

While describing the residence of Radha, the BVP

ﬁentions that there were other 33 vanas in Vrdndavana
(4;28.165) which was situated in the reéidential area of
Radha. Now the tradition runs that it was for the first time
in 1535 A.D. Hitaharivamsa built the tegple of Radh3 in
Vrnadavana where he laid out the other vanas which still
exist to day.48 ~

The BVP (4.73.79) mentions that amongst all the
Purﬁpaé the BhP is the best which shows its influence and
popu%arit&. Now the BhP is assigned date ranging from49th

century A.D. to 12th Century A.D.49 Even accepting the

/
latest date of t(he BhP it is obvious thag the BVP is later
than the BhP, the influence and indebteqness of which is
noticed in the enlargment of the topics handled by the BhP
and also by its advancement over the BhP by introducing
Radha who is missing in the BhP,

‘The BVP gives the description of the Goloka,
Vrdndavana, vaikuntha, Kailasa and the glty of Sahkhacﬁ§350
in an artificial manner with architectural details which
reflect the architectural school of Mughal period.sl

The BVP categorically states that the mopth of
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Caitra is the last and baiéékha is the initial of tﬂe
year (4.96.60). It is only in the Bengali era that the year
starts from the mouth of Vaisikha and this Bengali era is a
revised form of the Fasali era which was started by Akabara?2
&one of the manuscripts of the BVP, recorded in the
various Descriptive catalogues of Sansk{if manusé:ripts53
is P¢X prior to 1692 A.D. and hence the lower limit of the
BVP is 1600 A.D, and from seeing the abéve points itf upper
limit can be put as 1400 A.D. R
HOME, '
Regarding the home of the BVP there is no controversy
and-scholars like Dr. R.C. Hagra54,'A.S. Gupta55 Baladeva
Upadhyaya56 and D.K. Shastri®’ hoid that Bengal is the home
of the BVP. The following data which is available in the
BVP also lead to the same conclusion.
""" The BVP describes various aspects of Krsna's life
and in this connection its mentions various geographical
pace-names ranging generally from Mathurd to some eastern
parts of India. The geographical knowledge of north India is
extremely‘poor in the case of the author of the BVP,A
whereas his good aquaintance with the ggograbhy of eastern
India and this suggests that probably he might be a resident
of any place ranging from Mathurélto tﬁe eastern parts of
India, mostly of Bengal. | ‘
The BVP mentions two significant;Fthnical names viz.
Ragtriya and Virendra (3.36.12) which are the Sanskritised

forms of Ré@hiya and Varendra respectively which were the

provinces of Bengal. This suggests that the author might be

(ianesh
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awaré of these provinces of Bengal as P.C. Sen remarks
\"towards the close of the premuhammadan ﬁeriod Radha and
Vérendri were well known divisions of B;ngal.“58

The BVP uses the word Ballava (1.5.42, 2.49.42,
2.48.43,53) for the word Gopa. The caste Ballava is one of
the subcaste of the caste Gopa by name and it is prevalent
in Bengal even to day.59

The BVP mentions the two, castes Jolz and Vaidya and
traces their origin as follows :- |

By the union of a Mleccha man a Kuvindaka woman,
30151was born (1.10.121) and Vaidya was born by the union of
Advinikumara and a Brahmin woman (1.10.123). These two
geliefs are still prevalent in Bengal.éo

Dr. Sukumar Sen holds®! that the vocable Jola
(BVP 1.10.121) is a Bengali word from Persian Jullah, Julah
‘weaver'. Julaha is the Hindi (Bhojapuri etc.) addeptation
of Persian Jullah, Julah. Bengali drops the final 'h' so
t'he’original word Jullah or Julah is Sanskritised as Jola.

| The worship of folk godddss: Manasa, §a§§hi-and

Maﬁgalacagqi is prevalent in Bengal only and the BVP
(2.43-46) has described their stories at great length.

The BVP (4.3.23, 4.31.53, 3.34.38) uses some phrases
which reflect the influence of persian which was spoken in

Bengal then and Assamese.62

which prove that the author of
the BVP might be aware of Persian and Assamese languages.
The BVP (2.27.79) states that one should perform

l - - - —
Sivapija in the gonth of Magha or caitra « a practice which

(ignesh
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is prevalent in’Bengal only.63

As we have.noted earlier, the BVP states that the
month of caitra is the last and vaisakha is the firsf month.
Bengali era starts from Vais3kha and this era is another
form of Fasali era started by Akabara. This shoés thaf the
author of the BVP might.be awére of the Fasali or Bengali
era,

The BVP states‘that Sarasvati, Gang3, Tﬁiasi and
Laksmi are Nardyana's wife (2.12.1) and this belief is stilli
prevalent in Bengal.64 _

According to the direction of the BVP (2.27.87)46ne‘
should perform Lakgﬁipﬁjé in the—month of Bhadrapada which
is still prevalent in Bengal. | |

According to the BVP (2.11.7) éahgé was born from

the fluid, at the result of Krsna's and Radha's mutual
merging as a consequential effect of music. This belief is
popular in Bengal.éé .

The BVP (2.30.162-163) states that one should

perform five Parvans viz. '

Janmdgtami

Ramanavami

Sivaratri

Ekadasi

Sunday .
and it also states that one can fake fish in one's meal
except on these five Parvans. This belief is only prevalent

in Bengal.67
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. the home of the BVP is Bengal.

'Narada who inturn gave it to Vyasa (1.1.62-64, 4.133.28-29).

37

From the above mentioned data it may be concluded that

THE TITLE OF THE BRAHMAVAIVARTAPURANA.

As noted earlier there was anéther BVP named
Adibrahmavaivartapurana: The extant Brahmavaivartapurdna is
known simply as "Brahmavaivartamahapurana". The BVP itself
gives its explanation as follows :- It has been called the
BVP by the knowers of the past because it is in it that the
modifications of Brahman brought about by Krsna are describég,

The BVP praises itself and states that amongst all
the pur§2§s, the BVP is fulfiller of all hopes and giver of
wealth (1.1.59, 4.133.32). It further states that this
Pur@na was handed over first by Krsna t§ Brahma who gave it

to Dharma-who gave it to Nardyapa who told it in turn to

There is also another title of the Brahmavaivartap
purana as Brahmakaivartapurana which is prevalent in South
India.%? Nothing can be said regarding this title whether
there might be a purdna different from‘fhe present BVP or
the title is only different.7o

LAGHU BRAHMAVAIVARTAPURANA,

~etc. do not occur in the present BVP. Dr, R.C., Hazra

Kamaldkara Bhatta, in his Nirnayasindhu, quotes two
verses from the Laghubrahmavaivartapurana with the remarks
that "atra mulam cintayet". As these two verses, dealing

with the praise of gifts made at Benaras during #f eclipse

remarks that "the Laghubrahmavaivartapur&pa - if at all

there was any work of this title - must have been a
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separate work written before 1400 A.D. It should be also
mentioned here that we do not know any second author who
refers to or draws upon thig work.ﬂ7l

THE BVP AND THE PURANA PANCALAKSANA.

The contents of the BVP are given in Appendix I.
The classical definition of the Purana enumerates the

following five characteristics.72

"l. Sarga - - BLELEIMLILBA creation

2. Pratisarga - dissolution
3. Vamea - genealogies
4. Menvantara = = aged of Manus

ol - .
5. Vamsanucarita

genealogies of Kings.
(4.133.6-7)

But according to the BVP, above mentioned five characteri-

stics are of the U§5§r§9a and states that Mahdpurdpa has

ten characteristics as follows :~

it

1. Srsti Primary Creation

2. V15;§§i
3, Sthiti

Secondary creation

Stability of creation

'y

4, Palana Protection

5. Karmavasand

Desire for work

6, Manuvarta Information about %he Manus.

7. Pralayavarnama Description of the final

distruction

u .

8. Mokganirupana The way to release from rebirth

9. Harikirtana

1}

Discourse on Hari

10. Devakirtana Discourse on other gods.

(4.133.8-10)
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characteristics while the BhP (12.7.11-20) explains each
every one laksana.

The names of ten characteristics given in the BVP
BhP are differed in some cases but they may cor;espond
follows:-74

BVP BhP
1. Srsti ~ Sarga
2, Visrsti Visarga
3. Sthiti Vrtti or Sthana
4, Palana Rakgd or Posana
5. Karmavasana Hetu or Uti
6. Manuvarta Antarani or Manvantara
7. Pralayavarnana Samistha or Nirodha
8. Moksanirupana . Apéygrayaor Mukti
9. Harikirtana " Varéa or‘Kéraya
10. Devakirtana Vaid3picarita or Isinuka

above mentioned five and ten characteristics thus e.g.

Generally the definition of Puréqa Paﬁbalakgaga is
and that of ten characteristics is of very late origin73
;use it is only stated in the BVP and in the BhP
10.1-7, 12.7.8-10).

The BVP (4.133.6-7) simply mentions the names of

tha
; (12.7.9, 2.10.1)
It is significant to note that the BVP fulfils the

Five chargcteristics te
1. Sarga (1.6,7,8 etc.)
2. Pratisarga (1.5)
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3, Vamsa : (1.22)
4. Manvantara {( 4.41. )
%, Vamsanucarita (2.13)

Ten characteristics_:-

1. Srsti (1.6,7,8 etc.)

2. Visrsti (1.5)

3. Sthiti | (1.6)

4, Palana (1.18) ‘
5. Karmavasana (2.25,26)

6. Manuvarta (4. 42)

7. Pralayavarpana (1.5)
8. Moksanirupana (4.10,11 etc.)
9. Harikirtana (2.34)
10. Devakirtana (2.10,13).
Over and above these,-the BVP describes caste,
Ayurveda, diseases, acdra and 3hnika (1.10,1.16, 1.26).
It is strange tofgf note that the BVP tries to fulfil
itself according to five and ten characteristics of Pur@na

but even though MM. Dr. P.V. Kane75 76

and H.H. Wilson
remark, without giving any argument that the Brahmavaivarta-
purana has not the slightest title to be regarded as a.

purana.

THE POSITION OF THE BVP IN THE DIFFERENT CLASSIFICATION
“OF_THE PURANAS.

The Puranas can be classified into ancient and

later according as they conform or not strictly to the
Panicalakgana definition.

Dr. A.D. Pusalker states that the Vayu, Brahmanda,
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Matsya and Vignu are ancient Purdnas.’’

The Mahdpuranas have been divided into S&ttvika,
Rajasa and Tamasa according to their preferential treatment

}
of Vignu, Siva and other deities.

The PP (Uttara 263.81-84) classifies them in three

c?tegories ag follows

1. S3ttvika - VP, NP, BhP, GP, PP, VRP. :

2. Rajasa - BRP, BVP, MKP, BP, VMP, BSP °

3, Timasa - MP, KP, LP, SP, AP, SKP. |

The SKP enumerates ten purapas as describing, the

greatness of éiva, four of Brahma and two of Dev; and
Har£.78 The MP (53.68-69) regards the Purdnas glorifying
Agni as rajasa and those that glorify Sarasvati and Pitrs
as Sa&ki;pa. |
\ On the autﬁority of the Tamila works, V.R.R.

Dikshitar ® classifies the Purdpas into five groups as

follows :=

1, Brahmd =~ Brahma and Padma
A2. Surya - Brahmavaivarta
3. Agni - Agni
4, Siva - éiva,.Skanda, Linga, Kurma, Vamana,
‘ Varaha, Bhavigya, Matsya, Markandeya,
Brahmanda,
5. Visnu - Narada, Bhagavata, Garuda, Vignu.

Hara Prasad Sastri80

gives the following classifica~
tion on a through and critical examination of the contents
of the Purépas as follows :-

1. Puranasd of encyclopaedic character = GP, AP, NP,

5}'
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2. Pgrﬁgas dealing with Holy places
PP, SKP, BSP,

1

and religious vows

3. Pura@nas which underwent

twoléeneral revisions ~BP, BhP, BVP.

4, Purégas revised out of

existence = VRP, KP, MP,
5. Historical grou§ ) ’ = éRP, VYP .
6. Sectarian works = LP VMP, MKP,

Now acccrdlng to the MP a Purana whlch deals w1th Brahma
as its highest deity is a Rajasa Pur@na and one which deals
with Hari is a Sattvika Purana. According to PP the BVP'is
a rajasa Purﬁna~but'thé extent BVP does not mention Brahma
as its highest deity but Brahma is descrlbed 1nfer10r to
Krsna (Harl) who is mentioned as the Supreme deity in the
BVP and hence the BVP is a Sattvika Purana not a Rajasa one.
According to V.R.R. ﬁikshitaf, the BVP deals with
Surya but this is far from the truth so far the extant BVP
is concerned because Surya is shown inferior to Krsna who
is the major deity of description in the BVP.
INFLUENCE OF THE BVP ON OTHER WORKS

It is known that the BhP has a great 1nfluence over
Vaisnavas of India. In this Purana K;§qa's lilé or divine
sports are described. Ridh3 is connected with Krsna but even
then ghe is missing in the BhP. To fiil up thig desi&eratum,
some“vai§gavas might have thought to compile the BVP. It
can be said that Radh@ is the main character of this purana

and hence the BVP is the chief authority on the neo-school
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of Vaignavism or the Radh3a-Krsna cult.

The BVP has influenced later wriiers82 also e.q.
Gaurikanta Dvija, an Assamese writer; wrote the drama
"Vighneba Janmodaya" containing three acts in éak§ year
1721 i.e. 1799 A.D. and this is inspired by the story of
Gapeéa in the Gageéakbag@a of the BVP while another
Assamese writer - Dina Dvija wrote the drama “éaﬁkhacﬁ@a-
vadha" containing three acts in Saka year 1724 i.e. 1802
A.D. and this is based on the story of éamkhacﬁ§a of the
Prak;tikhag?a of the BVP,

Qi)

Ganesh



1.

2.
3.
'

. B

6.
Te
B4

8.

9.

10.

11.

CHAPTER=I.
REFERENCES

Munashi K.M.
Vide also
Ibid

Pargiter F.E,
Pusalker A.D.

Upadhyaya Baladeva. Puranavimarsa P.22.

Pusalker A.D.
Ibid.

Vide also
index,VbI. I
Sastri H.P.

Hazra R,C,

Hazra R.C.

Vide for the date of these Nibandha-works, Kane P.V,

HDS Vol.I.

Foiwamd to the Studies in the Epics

and Purdnas by Pusalker A.D. P,VII,
Pugalkor A.D. Studies in the Epics and
Puranas P.22..

P.22.

*Purana® ERE Vol.X P. 448.
Presidential Address, History section,
proceedings and Transactions of the All
India Oriental conference XVIII Session
Annamalainagar December 1955 Part I.P.61.

Op.Cit. P.61.

P.61.

Dikshitar V.R.R, Purana,

Introduction PP,33 ff. |

Descriptive catalogue of Sanskrit
Manuscripts Vol.V Asiatic Secieﬁy of
Bengal. _
*Studies in the genuine Agneya Purana®
Our Heritage Vol.I 1953 PP 210-245,
Purdnic Records on Hindu Riteé and
customs P.167.

) Ganesh



12,

13.

14,
15,

16.
17.
18,
19,

20.

2.

22,

65
Vide A,S. Gupta's artiéle *The Apocryphal character
of the extant Brahmavaivarta purana® Puréga Vol.III
No.I January 1961 P.99. - |
Sastri H.P. *Mahapuranas®. JBORS 1928 Vol.XIV P.335.
Hazra R.C, ~ Puranic Records on Hindu Rites and

customs P.167.

Vide also "Some Minor Puranas" ABORI Poona XIX
1938 P.76. -
and cultural Heritage Vol.II P.263,
Roy J.C. Bharatvarsa a Bengall journal. Bangabda
Asadha 1337 Quoted by Hazra R.C. in
PRHRC P.166.

Gupta A.S. Op.Cit.P.101,

Gupta A.S. Op.Cit.P.96. -

MP 53.34

BhP 12.13.6.

BVP 4.133,16.

NP Purvakhanda 101.

Sastri H,P.  Op.Cit. P.335,

Hindivisvakesa Part 7 P.237,

Gupta A.S. Op.Cit.P.101. , _

It may be noted that A.S. Gupta also express a similar

opinion. Vide his above mentioned article.

Roy J.C. Bharatavarsa Asadha Bangabda 1337 quoted
by Hazra R.C. in PRHRC P.166.

Hazra R.C. *Some Minor Puranas' ABORI Poona Vol.XIX
1938 P.76. o |

Wilson H.H, E‘says P.120.

Ganesh




23.
24,

25.

26.
27,

28.
29.

30.

3l.
32.
33,
34,

35.
36.

37.
38.
39.
409,
41,

42.

&ne P.V.
Dutta N.X,

66

Origin and growth of caste in India

HDS Vol. V Part II P.895.

© Vol.II P.131.

Maity P.X.

Historical study in the cult of the
goddess Manasa P.217.

Upadhyay"Baladeva; Puréqavimaréa P.556.

Sen Soxc’

Shastri D.K,
De S.X. '

Chatterji B.C,

Keith A,B,
Shastri D.K,
Vide

Wilson H.H,

Ha;ra R.C.-
Kakati B,

Hazra R.C.

K_aﬂ_a PV,

Personal letter to Dr. S.G.Kantawala

"dt.29.4.70,

Puranavivecana P.219.

Early History of thé Vaisnava Faith and
Movement in Bengal P.10 f£f,

Kygqa carita., translated into Gujarati
by K.M. Jhaveri P.27.

Classical Sanskrit Literature P.103.
Op.Cit. P.219, |

Ch.V

-Vignupurana English Translation preface

P.XX. -

Studies in the Upapuranas Vol.II P.343,
Feqale_lnitiative in Courtship Prin.
Karmarkar Comm. Vol. P.71. .

Op.Cit.P. 347,

HDS Vol. II P,II P.717.

Upadhyaya Baladeva Puranavimarsa P.120 ff.
Hindi visvakosa Part 9 P.149,

Sen D.C.

Vide

History of Bengali language and -
Literature P.39 ff.
Ch.V "Radha®,

’ Ganesh




43.
44,
45,

46.

47,

48.

49.

50,
51.
52.
53.

‘Ibid P.74.

P.92,
Kane P.V. 9th Century HDS Vol.V Part II P,899,.
Upadhyaya Baladeva 6th Century A.D,Op.Cit.P.548,
Wilson H.H. - 12th Century A.D,’ Viggupurépa P XXX
Shastri D.K. = 9th Century A.D, Puranavivecana P.207.
Hazra R.C. 6th Century A.D. PRHRC P.55 |
Vide © Ch.IV. '
Shastrl K.K. Vhllabhacarya P.8,
Oza G.H. Bharatiya Pracina Lipimala P.192.
Vide 1. Descriptive catalogue of Sanskrit

67

Sen. D.C. opocito P.335.

Bhandarkar R.G. Vaigqavism.éhivism and Minor Religious
Sysiems P.77.
Ibid P.83.
Snataka Vijayendra. Radhavallabha Sampradaya
_ Siddhanta aur Sahitya P.96.
Upadhyaya Baladeva Bharatiya Vangmaya meﬁé&f Réaha:

manuscripts Oriental Institute Baroda.
2. Catalogue of the old manugcripts in

Sanskrit in the collection of the

Sanatana Dhaima Sabha, Ahmedabgar.

3. A catalogue of the Sanskrit manuscripts
at the D.,H.,A.S. Department of Historical
and Antiquarian studies in Assam
Gauhati, .

4, A Descriptive catalogue of Séngkrit

Manuscripts Vol.IV Government Sanskrit
College Varanasi.

Ganesh



63
5. Catalogue of the A Sanskrit and
Prakrta Manuscripts in the Library
of the India Office Vol.V.
6. A Descriptive catalogue of the
Sanskrit Manuscripts. Gujarat Vidya-
sabha Ahmedabad.
54, Hazra R.C, Cultural Heritage of India Vol.II P.263. |
55, Gupta A.S.  Op.Cit.P.95.
56. Upadhyaya Baladeva Puriqavimaréa P.555,
57. Shastri D.K. Op.Cit. P.218. i
58. Sen P.C, *Janapadas of Anciént Radha" Indian
Historical quarterly Vol.VIII P,523
o , March 1932 No,l.
59. Hindivisvakosa Part 3 P.213.
60. Upadhyaya Baladeva Op.Cit.P.555
Gupta A.S. Op. Cit. P.92,.

61, Sen S.K, A personal letter to Dr. S.G.Kantawala
) dt.29.4.70,

62. Kakatl B. Op.Cit.P.71. o

63. Hazra R.C, Studies in the Upapuranas Vol.II P,.319,

64. Jani AN, Naisadhacaritam a critical study P.270.

65, Hazra R.C- Op.Cit.P.357.

66. Ibid. P.357.

67,  Ibid. P.357.

68. Cf 1.1.61, 4.133.31. .
69. Winternitz M. History of Indian Literature Vol.I &
Part II P,230. S

70. Hazra R.C. "Some Minor Puranas" -ABORI Poona
Vol XIX 1938-39 P.76.-

] Ganesh




69

71. Hazra R.C. Studies in the Upapuranas Vol.I1l P,506,
72. Cf, BVP, 4,133.6
MP 53.65.
KP 1.1.12
BP 1.37-38
73, Hazra R.C. Op.Cit. Vol.I P.2,
74. Upadhyaya Baladeva Op.Cit. PP.128 ff.
75. Kane P.V. HDS Vol.V.II P.895.

76, Wilson H.H. Visnupurana Eng.Tran.Preface P.XLI

77. Pusalker A.D. Studies in the Epics and Pur@nas P.26.

78, Ibid P.26..

79. IHQ VOL.VIII P,766. .

80. Sastri H.P.  "Mahdpurdnas® JBORS Vol.XIV PP.330-337.

8l. Tattvabhusana Sitanath. Krsna and the Puranas P.é8.

82. Rupakatrayam Ed.by Sarma Satyendra Nath P,9,11,

@ (o Cxamiming  Hu  mss,  pesihem | 5%, Ve Raghavan
tiwols, theal e Mowe Bhahwma Redvatta 3 ComBimasl
B Seuth  Fneian  wgh.  amal  Bhahwauaivaiin &
UMl fruned W Al vasth  gmecan  wwsd,

Fettey a 5% . V. Raghavan At ja.g. 10w =

ofc2  duos 4o hiva e Bwb\ﬂf?\u‘m\ﬁ Ky Vadprermahdy,

Ganesh




