
Thar Markandeya-Purana (MKP )> which is one of the 
eighteen Maha-puranas, occupies an important place in the 
Puranie literature. The reasons for selecting the MKP 
have been pointed out in statement No.l. It may be 
mentioned here that in the present work the Venkateshwar 
edition of the MKP has been referred to, but the varient 
readings, of the Calcutta edition (BI) have also been 

noticed at proper places of this thesis. Further it may 
also be noted that the unspecified references such as 1.5 

always refer to the MKP, thus 1#5 * MKP 1.5.
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heavy pressure of work, he spent his precious time in 
discussing various debatable points connected with my 
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critically each and every word of the present work. Indeed, 
my indebtedness to him is beyond expression.
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in various ways in connection with the thesis. I owe a 
special debt of gratitude to Dr. S. G. Kantawala for the 
troubles, he took for me in going through most carefully and 
critically the chapter.on ’Society’ of my thesis, also for 
offering valuable suggestions and discussions and for lend
ing of books whenever I needed them, and also for his
immense help in various ways. My thanks are also due to
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