
I
g ft E F A C E-

1

The Puranas are like the real ’Bible’ for the common 

people, as stated in Statement No.l presented herewith. They j

are now accepted as one of the important sources of Indian j
\

history, religion and culture. For having an authentic picture 

of the growth and development of Indian Culture, one has to 

study critically and exhaustively very extensive source-litera­

ture. Thanks to the efforts of the pioneering scholars like 

R.C.Hazra, A.D. Pusalkar and V. S. Agrawala, the study of Puranas 

has now attracted attention of many historians, ethnographers 

and sociologists.

The LP is one of the eighteen Mahapuranas. The whole
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field of Saivism with its several internal questions and 

problems forms an important and interesting field of research.

N. Gangadharan has studied some problems of the LP in his 

"Linga-Purana - A study" (1980). As some of the problems were 

not studied by him I have made an humble attempt to offer a j
study of the LP as stated in Statement no.l presented herewith. !
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It is hoped that this study will tend to remove a long-felt j 
need of the cultural study of the LP which will be very useful 

for the study of ancient Indian history and culture with the 

help of Puranas.
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I take this opportunity to express my deep sense of
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gratitude and indebtedness to my Guide M.M.Dr. S.G.Kantawala, \ 

Professor and Baad, Department of Sanskrit, Faculty of Arts and
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i/c Director, Oriental Institute, M.S.University of Baroda, 

for the very great interest which he has throughout evinced 

in the present work and the parental care with which he has 

guided me at every stage of its progress. Hie was ever ready 

with his valuable suggestions and was to me a never-failing
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source of inspiration and encouragement. Inspite of the heavy j 
pressure of work, he spent his precious time in discussing j
various debatable points connected with my thesis and has taken 

keen interest in going through most critically each and 

every word of the present work. Indeed, my indebtedness to him 

is beyond expression. [
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My thanks are also due to Dr.P.D.Chandratre, Ex-Bead, j
Department of Sanskrit, S.B.Garda College, Navsari, for his 

kindly showing me the method of data-collection from the LP 

and supplying valuable information regarding the books connected 

*vith my work and keen interest in me.

I am grateful to Professor E.J.Patel, Principal, S.B.

Garda College, Navsari; Prof.X. C.Mehta, Ex-Principal* M.T.B.

Arts College, Surat; late Dr .D. P. Patel, Ex-rHead, Department 

of Sanskrit, S.B.Garda College, Navsari; Dr.N.B.Bhatt, Lecturer 

in Sanskrit, S.B.Garda College, Navsarij Shri S.B.Pandit, 

Sanskrit scholar of Valsad and Shri Bapubhai J. Desai, Ex-Head? 

Clerk, S.B.Garda College, Navsari for giving me encouragement 

in research work.

I also thank Shri Navinbhai Shah for his help in typing j

of the present work.
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