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CHAPTER VI

PREDECESSORS AND SUCCESSORS

This chapter contains the discussion of predecessors and 
successors of Anandabodha. It has been shown in a tabular form 
how Anandabodha quotes from the prominent texts of his 
predecessors and how he borrows their arguments in favour of 
his defence and refutation. In the same way Anandabodha*s 
influence on his successors, both Advaitin as well as 
non-Advaitin has been discussed in this chapter.

Anandabodha*s outstanding works, viz., Nyayadlpika, 
Nyayadlpavali, Pramanaroala and Nyayamakaranda bear ample

evidence to his thorough knowledge with the vast field of Sanskrit 
literature. He was wellversed in the vedic texts, Upanisads,

Bhagavad Gita, Brahraasutra of Badarayana and the texts of his 
prominent predecessors like Gaudapada, Sankara etc. as well as 
the Nyayabtiagya of Vatsyayana, Yogasutra of Patanjali and many 
other celebrated works as specified in the following tables*
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£54
Buddhism

Anandabodha has also refuted the tenets of the Buddhist
thinkers, mainly, the propounders of the two prominent schools,
viz,, Madhyamika and Yogaclra (nihilism and uncompromising idealism)
of the Mahayana stream of Buddhism. He puts forth as his purvapaksa

*

the well-known doctrines, viz., the doctrine of momentariness 
(ksanikavijnanavada), the doctrine of error known as atmakhyati and 
the doctrine of nirvana advocated by the Yogacara school whose main

MmmmmmmmmJSmm

expounders are Asvaghosa (100 A.D.) and his followers like Asa&ga 
(400 a.d.), the author of the celebrated work Mahay an asutralamkara.

But in his work Nyayamakaranda Anandabodha does not directly or 
indirectly indicate the name of the text nor the author to whom he 
refers. Since the tenets are very well-known in the philosophical 
domain they are easily identified as those of the Buddhist philoso­
phers as it is done by Citsukhacarya in his commentary. Similarly 
Anandabodha criticises the main doctrines are: the asatkhyativade
(the theory of non-being's apprehension) and the nirvana (emancipa- 
tion)• Apart from these, Anandabodha also quotes from the Buddhist 
works, viz., Mularaadhyamika Karika of Nagarjuna and Pramanavart^ika 
of Dharmakirti. Though Anandabodha criticises their doctrines from 
the Advaitic point of view nevertheless he faithfully and accurately 
sets forth them in his Nylyaroakaranda.

Samkhva School
In his work Hyayamakaranda Anandabodha like Sankara takes

up the SSmkhya system as his Pradhana malla and devotes a number of



pages to refute its two main doctrine, viz*, the diversity of 
purusas (souls) and the nature of final emancipation (moksa)•
The views set forth and refuted by Anandabodha seem to be of 
the classical simkhya propounded by ^svarakrsna, author of the 
locus classicus Samkhyakarika from which a number of verses are 
quoted by Anandabodha as shown in the following table:-
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Anandabodha is also Indebted to the Nyaya-Vaisesika
thinkers like Vatsyayana, Jayanta Bhatta and Sridhara. In his

* •

Nyayamakaranda and pramanamala Anandabodha criticises the Nyaya- 
Vaisesika views, viz., the diversity of the Atman (individual 
self), the doctrine of extrinsic validity of knowledge (paratah-

mmmmmtmmmmmmmmJL

pramanyavada) and the doctrine of moksa (emancipation). These 
views have been faithfully presented and aptly refuted from 
Advaitic point of view by Anandabodha. To substantiate his own 
Advaitic position he quotes from Vatsyayana*s Nyayabhasya on the 
Nyayasutra of Gautama. He also quotes the Nyaya and Vaisesika 
sutras while he puts forth the Nyaya-Vaisesika views as his
purvapaksa as shown in the following tables-
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ZS9
Though Anandabodha does not quote directly in some cases from the 
works of Gaudapada and Safikara it is clearly evinced that he has 
adopted their philosophical tenets. In this connection it is 
significant to note that Kvavadipavali is an important independent 
work dealing with the unreality of the world in support of which 
Anandabodha has quote the syllogism of Sa&khara on KariKa of
Gaudapada (II.4)

♦

Anandabodha is also highly indebted to Mandana Misra
• •

who# according to outstanding scholars like Mr. Hiriyanna#
Sangamalal pandey# is different from Sure&varlcarya# the immediate 
follower of ^afikaracarya. Anandabodha profusely quotes from the

Brahmasiddi of Mandana# designated by him Acarya in his works.
--r-- . # •
Besides# Anandabodha in his Nyavamakaranda makes serious Efforts
in defending Mandana* s views and to reestablish them which

• •
* -are refuted by Salikanatha in his Prakaranapancika. Sangamlal 

pandey in his book has beautifully noted this fact. Unlike his 
predecessors mainly Sarvaj natman# Prakasatman# and Vimuktatman
Anandabodha not only rejects some views of Mandana but he also

• <*

acclaims sane of his prominent theories as discussed in the 
aforegoing chapters.

Anandabodha is also indebted to the immediate disciples 
as Saftkaracarya# viz.# Padmapada and Suresvara. The definition 
of mithvatva (falsity) stated by Padmapada in his Pancapadika
is stated by Anandabodha in Hvavaraakaranda. Anandabodha in
„ • „ » «.Nyavamakaranda also indirectly supports the views of Suresvaracarya



who hf s expounded the theories regarding the Brahman as the locus 
and object of avidva*

Anandabodha is indebted to Mandana's follower Vacaspati
• •

Misra, whom he quotes thrice from his work, Brahmatattvasamiksa* 
a conm.er.tary on Mandana's Brahm^ljdh|. Besides, we also find 
some similar passages in the Bhamati and Nvavamakaranda « But 
Anandabodha refutes vacaspati's view upholding the Individual 
soal (Jlva) as the substratum avidva»

A part from this Anandabodha is also indebted to Vimuktatman 
respectfully called as Guru in the Nvavamakananda and Pramanamall, 
Anandabodha also quotes in Nvavamakananda from the vivarana of 
Prakalltman whom he follows faithfully* He has: also written a
commentary labdanirnava dloika alias Nvavadlnika on the

• (

Sabdanirnava of Prakasatman*
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(>'5 Successors

Anandabodha had considerable influence on his successors. 
His influence is evident from the reference made to him and his 
works. The Advaitic authors who came after Anandabodha had borrowed 
his arguments to vindicate their positions. The dialectic method, 
erudite style and forceful logical arguments are the main factors 
which have influenced his successors to a great extent. This has 
been presented in the following table.
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The works of Madhusudana Sarasvati reveal that he was 

highly influenced by Anandabodha who is very much esteemed by the 
former who has imitated the style of Myayadipavali of Anandabodha 
in writting his Advaitasiddhi. Madhusudana also in the Advaita- 
siddhi (pp. 316, 384, 696, 845) refers to numerous arguments from 
the pramanamala (pp.4.7) and the Nyayamakaranda (p.260) and amplifies 
them. He also quotes from Anaddabodha* s works either to explain or 
to explain or to establish a theory like Mithyatva (falsity of the 
world) or to refute his pancamaprakaravidyanivrtti vlda in his 
Advaitasiddhi.

Similarly, Appayya Diksita was highly influenced by
- /
Anandabodha whose doctrine of P ancamaprakara avidyanivrtti has

, ♦m* ® *

been discussed and favoured in his siddhantalesa Samgraha.

Bharatitirtha Vidyaranya also has borrowed some valuable
#

views regarding the self-luminosity of the Atman from the Nyaya­
makaranda of Anandabodha* In his Vivarana prameya samgraha (p.85)
lin T "" rilT   ^JLmm
Vidyaranya borrows verbatim a syllogism i.e. Samvedita na samvida- 
dhinaprakasah saravitkarmatamantare na aparoksa-tvat samvedanavat
-....... ■ * ■ Z— • ....
(NM.p.135).

Likewise Candupandita in his commentary on the NaisadhJ-
• • • •

yacarita has put forth a passage borrowed from the Nyayamakaranda. 
This indicates that he is very much indebted and influenced by our
author. Further, the followers of Ramanuja's visistadvaita school

- • / -like vedanta Desika in his Tattvatika on Sribhasya (p.489) and
Satadusani refutes the views of Anandabodha. Sudarshana Bhattaraka 
____—___ • •



) «. __ „in his Srutaprakasika and Rangaramanuj amuni in his Bhavaprakasika,
the commentators of the ^rxbhasya have also referred and criticised 

Anandabodha's views.

Similarly, Vyasa Tirtha, the author of Nyayamrta and Jay5 
Tirtha, the author of two ardent advocates of the Dvaita school of 
Madhva have criticised the views of Anandabodha with reference to 
the theory of mithyatva, and also borrowed some significant arguments 
for the refutation of advaitic view points. These are clear indiva- 
tlons regarding the impact of Anandabodha on his successors.


