
PREFACE

In the history of Indian philosophical literature in 
general and Advaita Vedanta in particular Anandabodha Yati 
occupies a prominent place for his significant and substantial 
contribution to the prodigious growth of the post-feaftkara 

Advaita School. This eminent philosopher and profound thinker 
has distinguished himself from his celebrated predecessors 
like Praka&atman and Sarvajnatman as the author of three 
outstanding independent works as well as a commentary? he has 
displayed unique genious and deep critical acumen in analysing* 
interpreting saftkaraite tenets and rebutting antagonistic 
views on logical grounds. Anandabodha1s role lies mainly in 
the enunciation and indoctrinisation of the Advaita standpoints 
on logical grounds employing syllogistic methods and technical 
terms against his opponents. It is because, at the time of 
Anandabodha, rigorous logical methods of the Naiyayikas like 
Jayanta Bhatta and Udayanacarya were prominently vogue, 
particularly in the domain of philosophy. Anandabodha, the 
only renowned Advaitin of the eleventh century, found that unless 
the basic concepts of Advaita were vindicated by strict and 
rigorous logic, they will become easy victims of attack frcm 
other systems, especially from the Nyaya and the Prabhakara 
school of Purva Mimatfisa. Hence, he has dealt with the principal 
subject-matters in dialectic, syllogistic and analytic way.
Coming quite distant in time from that of feaftkaracarya, the



great architect of Advaitism, Anandabodha had authentic 
intimations of what the great teacher meant of Advaita as 
implied in his celebrated commentaries on the Brahmas, sutra, 
and as such Anandabodha*s works are significant in preserving 
to us the classical import of feaftkaracary*s tenets. Thus, 

Anandabodha is an interpreter and critic on his own and 
throws valuable light on various issues and aspects1 of 
Advaita Vedanta in a thought provoking manner, erudite style 
and logical dialectic method. Although Anandabodha has 
thoroughly studied and borrowed some views from his prominent 
predecessors he does not blindly follow them in all respects. 
Sometimes he offers his unique opinions different from those 
of the earlier schools and successfully he also rejects 
their doctrines boldly and clearly.

Apart from an outstanding philosopher, Anandabodha is 
a gifted poet and has composed a number of verses in his 
texts in several metres in order to support his own theories 
and views. He is also a great thinker, a versatile scholar 
we11-versed in several branches of knowledge, a keen observer 
of different walks of human life, and a recondite Acarya 
capable of setting aside various theories of heterodox as well 
as orthodox schools of Indian philosophy. He is the only 
author of great reputation in eleventh century in the history

} „ Iof post-Sankara Advaita Vedanta.

1 Dasgupta, S.N., 
Vol.II. p.49.
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In spite of such a valuable contribution of such a 
distinguished philosopher there is a desideratum of a detailed 
comprehensive and critical study of his recondite works. With 
this particular view an attempt has been made to present the 
distinct contribution of the prominent thinker Anandabodha Yati 
to Indian philosophy general and Absolute Monism (Advaita 
Vedanta) in particular in this present thesis. I have also 
attempted to study his four polemic works entitled Hyayadjpika

> mm „ J mmalias Sabdanirnaya dipika, a commentary on the Sabdanirnaya 
of Prakasatman, Nyayadipavali, Pramanamala and Nyayamakaranda*

The present study attempts to examine and evaluate 
critically Anandabodha's various principal tenets, views, and 
interpretations of several scriptural texts.

This study thus is both comprehensive and critical and 
hence tends to contribute towards general enhancement of 
knowledge.

In the preparation of the present thesis I have fully 
drawn upon all the available literature that is published and 
non-published. I have collected photostat? copy of the 
manuscript called Nyayadipika from Madras oriental Library for 
my study. I have also consulted a manuscript of Pramanamala
preserved in the Oriental Institute, M.S. University1 of Baroda. 
An acknowledgement has been made in proper places of the thesis.



I have studied the texts and the relevant literature
and have tried to express my own views after critically 
evaluating the texts®

The study based on all the four texts written by 
Anandabodha has been presented in the following chapters?

CHAPTER I •• A Brief Survey of Philosophical
Doctrines of the Prominent Advaita
Vedantins upto Anandabodha*

CHAPTER II ? Anandabodha s His date and Works

CHAPTER III •• Ontological views

CHAPTER IV : Epistemological Views.

CHAPTER V ? Sotf»riological Views.

CHAPTER VI ? Predecessors and Successors.

CHAPTER VII t Anandabodha1s Philosophy? A Critique

CHAPTER VIII t Anandabodha1s Distinctive Contribution

CHAPTER IX t General Estimate and Conclusion-.
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after the neat and correct typing work of my thesis with 
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