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CHAPTER : VIIT

MYTHOLOGY

" Mythology means the body of mytﬁs or sto;ies wh-
ich give an account of the gods and heroes, their deeds
and activities, and it is thus included.in, though not
co-extensive with, thét aspect of religion which is con-
- cerned with beli;f.“

In this chapter all the mythological accounts ava-
ilable in this Campu are analysed and distributed under
these heads: ”

1. Cosmogony

. Gods and Goddesses

. Mythological personages
4; Demons

5

. Local legendary accounts

Cosmogony by which the theory of the origin of the
universe is understood, ‘is one of the five topies of pu-
réga. |

There were a 1ot of speculations as regards the ori-

gin of the universe even in very early times rather as

1. Macdonell A.A., An article on "Vedic Religion", ERE.

Vol.12,p.601.
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early as the period of @gveda. " The vedic thinkers,"
says Dr.Radhakrishnan, " were not unmindful of the phi-
losophical problems of the origin and nature of the wo-
rlg." This topic is handled first by almost all the pu-
ranas as soon as the regular pauranic form came into
existence. In the courgse of time s?me ﬁheories regarding
the origin of the world were develeped. Such theories

are referred to by many poets in their poems.

This theory of evolution is ascribed to ngkhya.
According to it the universe has originated from Prakrti
which equilibrium of three qualities i.e. Sattva, Rajas
and Tamgs (v.80).

God as creator:-

o " By OOt St it NP v, PO e ey Jome

According to another account God or Brahman himself
has created the whole universe (v.15,198,508,581,583).

Tt is noteworthy that, except these two, no other
mythological, pgilosoPhico-mythological or cosmic egg th-
eories are referred to.

The cosmogonical account is already discussed in
the chapter on 'Philosophy'. So it does not require any

repetion here.

3, Indian Philosophy, Vol.I. p.99.

4, Samkhyakdrika: — o —
Hdﬁ%ﬁ%R&%fW%gﬁﬂiFgﬁﬁ@?n%.Zﬁﬂ ;w3.
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2. Gods and Goddesses:

Agni:

Agni or fire-god is one of the chief deitieg of the
Vedas. He is one of the most ancient and mogt sacred de-
ities.of Hindu worship. A great number of hymns are add-
ressed to him. He 1is considered to be the mediator betw-
een men and gods, as protector of men and their homes,
and as witness of their actions; hence his invocation at
all solemn occasions, at the nuptial ceremony & c. Fire
has ceased to be an object of worship, but is held in ho-
nour for the part it performs in sacrifiges.

His epithets like Usarbudha (v.330), Hutavaha (v.518),
Vahni.(v.443), Vitihotra (v.21) and mentioning of Agni-
notra (v.39,363,452) and existence of institution of sa-
crifice show fire-worship or worship of the fire god.

Epithets like Dhanafijaya (v.525) proves him to be
bestower of wealth and progperity. Venkatadhvarin once
ascertained directly and declared, "those who desire pro-
sperity should worship fire-god." (v.518).

Epithet liké éuci shows hig purifyingipower (v.86).

/
According to Mbh Suci was his son.

The dawn personified as the charioteer of the sun.

5. HM, P.6,7.
6. Mbh VIII.1.
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This is of later origin than the vedic Usas. He is said

to be the son of Kasyapa and Vinata, and brother of Ga-
7 e

ruda. Venkatadhvarin refers to him as elder brother of

Garuda (v;436).

In the vedic - Rgvedic pantheon, Prajgbati possess—~
es a minor position, but often in the A.v. and white Yjv.
and. regularly in the Brghmagas, he is given a chief pog-
ition of the father of gods. In the sutras, he is identi-
fied with Brahma, his successor in the post vedic g%e.
When the post-Brahmanical age of rationalism ushered in
and cult of sacrifice fell into comparative disuse, the
worship of Brahma declined. But theists coined a new na-
me for him Brahma, first of the later tnigity.

Brahma is identified with the Braghman of Upanisads,
unborn, the resort of the whole universe etc. Among his
nameg and epithets Aja is earned by him as he is unborn
(v.273).

In this Campu three fold functions of creation, pr-
eser;ance and destruction are not ascribed to him. As a
creator and lord of the world movable and immovable he is
called Dhatr (v.272,280,283) or Prajapati (v.279).

As he sprang from the mundane egg deposited by supreme

7. HM, p.21,22.
8. Macdonell A.A., Op.Cit., pp.118-119; vide his article
gk® on the 'Vedic Religion', , Vol.I (ERE) p.606.

9. R.C.Majumdar and Pusalker A.D., The zmf age of the im-
perial unity, p.464.
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first cause, he is called Hiranyagarbha (v.339). Hirapya-

garbha and Prajapati are the names of the active creator
10
in the Vedas and Brahmanas.

He is also said to be born from the navel lotus of
11
Vispu. So he is recognised as Nabhisarojaééyi (pr.166,v.

1,414,583,586) . Veﬁka@gﬁhvarin describes him as Visnu's
son (v.1,583) and Brahma's wife as Vigqu’s daughter-in-
law (v.414).

Brahma is called Caturanana (pr.166) or Dvi-yuga-
mukha, having four faces (v.1,12) or eight eyeﬁ one (v.
430) on account of his effort to see éatafﬁpg, his own
female creation in the presence of his sons born of1;ind.

Brahma is believed to have created all four Vedas

13
from his four mouths.

His vehicle is Hamsa or swan. S0 he is known gs
14
Hamsavahana(v.349).
I
Siva cut off his fifth head on occasion of destru~-

ction of Daksa's sacrifice (v.75), as he had spoken dis-
15 °
respectfully.
He is called husband of Sarasvati (v.277). Episode

of Brahma's horse-sacrifice and its destruction by Sara-

10. HM,

pP.57
11. HM, p.58
12. HM, P.57
13.PKK, p.354 -

14.8HM, p.57.
15. HM, p.b7.
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svati rather Vegavatz is referred to in the description
—— 16
of Kaﬁ%ipuram.

Visnu destroyed the demons named Madhu and Kaltabha
17 -
t0 save Brahmid.

Candra_or moon:

The moon is a planet as well as a deity. Soma milky
climbing plant of Regv. (of which 8th mandala is devoted
to its praise and uses) became Soma or the moon to whom
some of the qualities of the Some Jjuice have been trans-
ferred. So the moon is called Soma (v.254,574) or Osadhi-
pati, lord of herbs (v.330). .

His epithet !'Guruddradvita' (v.75) suggests his ca-
rrying off Tara, the wife of thasgzti.

19

He is said here as born from the ocean churned (v.
324) .

The moon has many names and descriptive epithets
such as, Bhanayaka (v.341), Taradhipa (v.331),!lord of
the constéilations;’Do§§kara (v.75), Rajanikara (v.265),

8maker of night;'Himaruc (v.583), SItabhamu (v.324), Sita-

kara (v.533), Sitamsuka (v.110, 326), Tuhzﬁakirapa (pr.130),
'having cool rays'; M;gaika (pr.132), 5aé§ﬁka (v.320,333),
éaéi'(v.ZSO) 'marked like a deer'; Candra (v.190,pr.%t&

253,v.313), Candrama (v.51,pr.116) 'giving pleasure';

16, Vide section V of this chapter.

17. Vide Visnu and his epithets.

18. ¢f. Bh&.9.14; Hv.1.25;Pdm.Pa.12; Brahma 9; Vy 90.2-9;
Tkl Dbh. I.11; vide PCK 202;PSK p.99; PKK p.668,669;
HM p.301-303.

19. Vide episode of churning of ocean.
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Sudhamsu (v.322) 'having nectar-like rays’; Kalanidhi

(v;282), Kalatma (v.111) 'hoard of digits'; Suparvaraja
(v.220) 'king of gods'; Kumuda suhrd(v.534) 'friend of
night lotuses'; Kuvalagapati (v.200) 'lord of night-lo-

tuses; Dvijaraja (v.338) 'lord of brahmins'ete.

e o o e S0 T o

-

Lord of the ganas or troops of inferior deities,

4 7
especially those attendant upon Siva is a son of Siva and

Parvati or born of Parvati only.

Among his epithets Lambodara (v.314) 'having a pr-
otuberant belly'; Gajavadana (v.396), Ibhanathavaktrah(v.
319), Stamberamzsya (v.314) lelephant headed' and Vina-
yaka (v.337) "Lord of Gaqas"are note worthy.

There is a variety of legends accounting for his
elephant head such as burning of head by éani's glance,
cutting of it by giva, looging of head on account of Ka-
syapa's violence and replacing of elephant's hggd. Par-
vati made him Vinayaka (v.337) 'Lord of troops.'

Garuda:

i o g Y

Garuda is called Suparna (pr.180) 'having bright
21 B ~. f
wings.! Garuda is called Chandasah sakuntah (v.435,43%6)
'a bird of vedic pentheneon'or Nigamangah (v.432) 'having

body of Nigama or Vedas' and king or Indra of birds (pr.

20. Vide Siva.ku.16;Lihga105; Pdm.Sr.43;SKD 7.1.38; Mts
153,158; Vy.11.20=49 etc. referred to in HM.107;PKK
163; PCK p.180. ’

21. Rgv.X.144.4; II.42.2.
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182). In this regard Venkatadhvarin calls him Aldajendra
(v.431,4%2), Dvijaraja (v.18,338,432), Dvijarajasekhara
(v.414), Paksiraja.(v.173,464,pr.181), Paksipati(v.431),
Pakgihdra (v.276), Vinayaka (v.337) and éakuntapurandara
(pr.182).

Tn order to rescue his mother Vinata from slavery
he brought necEZr ( 58;403,434,436). When he went to br-
ing nectar he was forced to fight with Indra and defeat
hié,(v.431). This valour made him eligible to be the ve-
hicle of Visnu (v.337,338,414,428,432,434,464 etc.) or
a mark on his banner (v.20,35,76,276,383). Before pro-
ceeding on to bring ambrosia he asked his mother how to
satisfy his hunger. His mother allowed him to take Ni§§l
or Bhilla in food. While he was swallowing up 'a village
of Bhillas, which is identified as Hiranyapur in Bhivad-
arpana, a ecommentary on this Campu, a brahmin a long with
his Kevata wife or Bhilla wife also being swellowed up.
Garuda felt a burning sensation in throat. He had to vo-
mit out him as his viectim was a braﬁmin (v.432,436,pr.181),

BEmmity with serpents, sons of his m;ther's co~wife,
Kadru is réferred to by his epithets like Ahitépaﬁgri (w.

4073)

23, Gf.Mbh. Adi.20.4-5; Sabhz 59.39; 5.110.

" 24, ¢f.Yo.Va.I.g. .

25. Mbh. Adi.24; Pdm.Sr.47; Sis.V.66; W¢ IV.71.

26+ Cf Kadru-Vinatsd episode Mbh.Adi.20;Pdm.Sr.47;vide
PCK pp.182-184. -
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Guru:

B;haspati and Brahmaga§pati of Rgv. became a asi,
a planet and preceptor of gods.;VeﬁkaﬁEdhvarin calls him
Vaimanikaryabhlsanah,'An ornament of géds'(v.224). His
wife Tara was kidnapped by moen (v.75).

Venkatddhvarin refers to his epithets like Dhiéaga
{ pr.79),'the intelligent'; Jiva (v.1%8) 'the soul'; Ka-

lanidhi (v.282) !'store-house of arts!

Indra is a god of Vedic pentheon., In Vedic litera-
ture he is a hero and a protector of the Risis and saints.
" But in puranic literature he is portrayed as a second ra-

nk god, inferior %o the Triad, but he is the chief of all
28
the other gods (v.23,260,338). $till he retains many of

his vedic characteristics. He is called Dambholidhara (v.
29
270)tone who holds a thunderbolt' (v.60,431 ete). As a
. 30
god of rain his vehicle is cloud (v.228).

He earned an epithet 'Gotrabhid! (v.308) on accou-
. 31
nt of cutting off wings of mountains. In this incident

only Mainaka, son of Himalaya and Mend was saved by oc-
32
ean (v.102).

Among the destruction of the various demons slaying

27. Vide myth connected with'Candra.’
28. HM, p.125;PSK p.32.

29. Vide Mbh.3.88.21350.29; Bhg.6.9.10;3KD 1.1.17;7.1.%4;
Brahms 11Q;Pdm.U.155;Siva ata 24. ‘
30. Parjanyasiktas of Rgv. Cf.Megh. I.Y

31. Vide Va.Ra.I.105; SKD I.19.9;PCK 69, 666.
32, Ibid. _ Ku.I.R©®
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of Bala, Jambha and Namuci are referred to by the epith-
ets like Balabhid (v.130) , Jambhaéasana (v.58), Jambha-
daityehara (v.214) and Namucividviég (pr.176).

He faught with Garuds (v.431). As 2 result of it

: 34
he lastly allowed to eat serpents by Garuda (v.431).

Indra also became a victim of easily enranging na-
ture of very irascible saint Durvasa who curshed him for
insulting a garland presented which was crushed by Indra's
elephant by putting under foot from head. Indra'’'s all
wealth fell into ocean. Indra praised the goddess of we-
alth to get back the prosperity (v.42%). Churning of the
ocean took place with a view to get back wealth. At this

36
occasion he took up four jewels.

Presginpinssusiiusnf Wi et gumpent - gl ~gpa gl

Bpisode of Indra and Ahalya is referred to in Aha-
lyoddhara by Rama in the description of Ayodhya (v.37,
40,71,72) particularly. On seducing. Ahalya the sage CGau-
tama cursed him and thousand holes emerged on his body.
Later on these hoies became his thousand eyes and he was

37
called Sahasraksa (v.430).

%%, Por identification of the demons section IV.
34. Vide Mbh I.20.4-5; I1.59.%9;5.110; Yo0.V3.I.9.

35. Vide Vispu I.9; Pdm Sr.l1-4; Bha 6.9;SKD 1.1.9.
Vis.v.423 occurs in Visnupurana according to Padarths-
candrika. )

36. Vide episode of churning of the ocean.

37. Vide Va.Ra.T1.48;VIT.%0;A.Ra.5ara 1.3; SKD 1.2.52; Pdm.
Sr.54;CGaneda 1.30; Mbh U.12; Amu.13.41;Brp.87.
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Veﬁkafgdhvarin refers to his other epithets and na-
mes as Danujabhid (v.184) 'destroyer of Danu's sons i.e.
demons', éakra (v.431,439) 'capable!', éatako?i (pr.244)
' performer of the sacrifices', and ngdhaéravas (v.102,

109) 'having ears of broad fame'.

o K - o—- -_— - ———— o~ - - - -

Indra lost his wealth on account of Durvasa's cur-
se. He was advised to churn the ocean with the help of
demons to get ambrosio. Gods and demons began to churn
the ocean. Mandara was made a churning staff (v.476) and
§e§a a churning rope. Gods and demons obtained various
Jewels.

Veﬁka@éﬁhvarin refers to this episode at least th-
rice (v.50,107,223) and to some jewels such as Kaustubha
(v.50), Rémé (v.105, 110,111, Rama given %o Vismu v.109),
Uccaisravas given to Indra (v.109), ambrosio given to gods
(v.110), Kalpavrksa (v.67,110,157,22%,3%12), Kamadhemu (v.
110), Moon'(1i0,111,324) given to é&va, Parijata (v.346,
417) efg. On thisloecasion Indra is sald to have taken
away Airavata, Parijata, Uceaihsravas (211 these three
are referred to in Vié.) and Rambha. Visnu took away La-
kqu, éé&ﬁga bow, Kaustubhs and Péﬁéajanya counch. Pois-

- e z
on Halshalsa was dranggp by Lord Siva who was also given

moon, Ambrosio, Kamadhenu etc. were given to the géas.

38. SKD 5.1.44 mentions all the fourteen jewels.SKD 1. 1.
9-12 give 24 jewels.Mbh A.16.33~37 and Mts 250-251
mention only seven jewels. :

39« Vide PCK 286,497-498.
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Hanuman:

The poet callg him Pavamani (v.63) amd Samiraja

(v.70) being son of wind.

" s sout s, - S oo 51, —~— -

"Like Greek mythologies, Rgv. (X.129) connected
Bros, the god of love, with the creation of univeige."
According to A.V. it is not a desire of sex but a desire
of good in general or a god and creator. A.V. knows it
as desire first then as gratifying power of desire or id-
entified with Agni at other place. He is called as a son
of Dharma and $raddha or a son of Lakgmfl Sometimes he is
called to have sprang from Brahma's heart or self boi;.
His wife is Rati (%.283,455). He lost his body in clash
with éiva and became bodiless, hence he is known as Ana-
nga (v.441), Atanu (v.379,478). As mind born he is called
Manobhava (v.517), Manoja (v.266), Smara (v.31,71,212,521).
Kama (v.224,233,301,314,318,456), Hadana (v.167,517) etc.
are his epitheks and names due to his universal operat-
ion of inspiring the passion. He is called Mara, a dest-
royer of seperated lovers (v.117,pr.177). As an inflamer
Brahm3 he is known as Kandarpa (v.429,443). He is known

~ 42
as Pancabana as he keeps only five arrows.

400}11\;[’ Po146'

41. Vide HM, p.146. .

42, ORI ar g~ T )
AT ET R~ Ul Werhr TR G IHE - )
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/
T By the grace of Lord Siva who gave a boon to Rati,
Kamea was born as mind born. He is said to have born as a
son of Krsna and Rkmini. So the poet Venkatadhvarin calls

Visnu Madanajanaka (v.517) .

Kartikeya is commander-in-chief of the army of gods
and a son of éiva who cast his seed infto fire. Ganges re-
ceived it. Latter on it was fostered by six Krttikas and
g0 he is known as six headed. His paternity is assigned
to Agni, Ganges, K@ttikéé and Uma. So he is called Agni -
bhu (v.320), Sadanana (v.319), twelve-eyed (v.430). His
birth was meant for the purpoese of destrpyling a demon na-
med Taraka and so he is called Tarakari (v.331). He is
shown és riding a peacock. So he is known as Mayﬁ}avéha

(v.349).

Kubers:

He is described as a chief of the evilibeings or
spirits living in shades: a sort of Pluto and is called
by his patronymic Vaié}aVaqa. He 1is described as god of
wealth. One of his epithets is Dhanada (v.352) 'giver of
wealth! His name 'Kubera' (v.329) signifies his vile body.
He is a friend of S&va. So he is called Igénabandhu (v.
278) . He is said to be lord of Northern direction (v.352).

_44
He was half-brother of Ravana.

44, Va.Ra.U.15.23; Dbh.12.10; Mbh.III.257.
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/
Sesa:

Thousand-hooded serpent and king of the serpents,
and lord of the internal regions called Patdla is the
couch and canopy of Visnu while he is sleeping during in-
tervals of creation. So Vispu is called Bhujangamanca (v.
33), Bhujaﬁgegaya (v.279),Mah5%hujaﬁgaééyI (px pr.170),
Nagasayi (v.162), Pannagesaya (v.433) etec.

éeqa is known as Anantaphanamani (pr.166) 'having
infinite jewels on heads', Ahisvara (v.18,280) 'Lord of
serpents,' Bhujanga (v.33,279,402) 'one who moves bending',

Plenabhrd (v.46), Phani (v.464),€Ranipati (v.401)'One who
has hood,’ Mahabhujaﬁga (pr.170), Pannageéa (v.279,433),
Pannagasarvabhauma (v.586), Vygléahipé (v.446) 'Lord of
serpents and Sahasravasu (v.200) 'having thousand type
of wealth.'

He is described as.gdﬂnééébdikoraga (v.282), Bhas-
yam vyakaranasya (v.414) and gébdavidyéparimala (v.278)
because Patahjali is said to be an incarnation of éega.
All these epithets are connected with a legend that éega
fell as a small snake from heaven in the palm of Panini

~ 45
(Pat= to fall, Anjali= palm-: fallen in palm). $o he is

called Pataﬁhali.
He is also said to have assumed :an incarnation of
Ramanujacarya. So the poet calls Ramanuja Naravesgabha ja=-

éeqa (v.227).

v " 45, Vide ! HM, p.233-234.
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He is also called,VEtandhaya because wind is beli-
eved to be food of serpents (v.589,591).

According to Puranas he is said to have laid down
in form of a mountain Veﬁkai‘:g'gri.

14
Siva:

It is not necessary to repeat here origin and de-
velopment of éiva worship, as it is diécussed in the
chapter on 'Religion! So here discussion gbout his de-
scription, epithets, family, deeds and myths connected
with him is dealt with.

Like Visnu he is also belleved. to be a first god.
So he is known:.as 'iﬁyaupuruga'(v.88) and 'Brahma' (v.

517).

. s oy o i thive s gy o e

God Siva and his consort are well-known for def-
ormity and beauty respectiiZlyﬁ v.314,315) . Like Pura-
nas Veﬁkaﬁé&hvarin has described him as three-eyed god
(v.314,331,332,430), hence he is called Alik§k§a (v.331),
Tryambaka4(pr.124,v.520), Tryaksa (j.332) and Virﬁpak§a
(v.314). His third eye is of fire (ﬁr.128,v.86,323), he
is known as Vahnidhrk (v.44§}. He is blue-throated on

account of taking up poison Halahala and drinking up (v.

323,443,446) ., The quarters are his garments, hence he is

46. Vide 'Liocal myths and legends' Section: V.
47. Gf. Ku. Brahmacari episode : Canto: V.
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called Digvasana (v.110). Sometimes heis called Krtti-
vasas (v.316,325;pr.136), as he wears a skin of an ele-
phant or he remains naked. He applies ashes to theebody,
so he is called Bhasmargéi~ru§itah (v.315). His orname-
nts are serpents (v.323,4%%,435, 443). Moon is his cregt-
jewel (v.3%1), hence he is described as Bhanayakadharah
(v.341), Indumauli (v.76), m;géﬁkadhArE (pr.132) and
Sasmnkemauli (v.320,333) . He keeps a skull in his hand,
hence he is known as Kapalabhrt (v.325). He keeps matted
hair (v.315) on account of which he is called Jatadhara
(pr.186). His vehicle is a bull, hence he is described
as Uksavaha (v.428). His favourite weapon is a sila or
Trisula which made him famous as Ayohasta (v.326), éﬁlo—
peta (v.517) and his bow is Pinaka which is referred to
by the poet without naming it (v.70,71). Macdonell A.A.
points out that some of his weapons are inherited from
the Vedic Rﬁdﬁi.

His abode is the mountain Kailasa (v.329) on the
snow-clad mountain Himalayas (v.326,%27,443), hence he
is known as KailZsavasi (v.320) and Girida (v.525) re-
spectively. Meru is also his abode, hence he is called
Karasthikyta-kéﬁaanégri (v.329). He is said to have dwe-

?
1t in the crematorium, g0 he is called Smasanamandirah

(v. 429).

48. Macdonell A.A., Op.Cit., p.74.
49. Cf.Mbh. Anu.2x8% 17.91; Visnu 2.2.



 Many are the names of éiva e.g. Bhava (v.162,341,
391), Mahesvara (v.519), éarva (v.312), Isana (v.278,518).
These are the names of Agni in the Vedic literature and
the names of éiva in the post-vedic 1iteratige. The na-
me Tryambaka(pr.124, v.520) is ascribed to him in the Rgv.
(7.59.12). His epithet ’Paéupati' (pr.128,v.517) does
occur in the VS and ETV. Resembling to one of the seals
found by Sir John Marshall in the Indus val%gy. Names 1li-
ke Hara (v.270,330), éiva (v.158,214,3%11,316, 318,323,324,
332,pr.132,135,222), éaﬂkara (v.443%,444) etec. are ascri-
bed to éiva in the later érauta literatgie. He is called
féé (v.329) *Lord or Supreme', Kapardika (v.11,327) !'One
who has matted hair,' Mytyufijaya (pr.137) 'Victorious
over death!', S ambhu (v.311,322) 'granting prosperity’
and Taq@ula—s%%va (v.326) *whose attendant is Tandu! His
fondness for dancing made him Nata (v.237) or Pradoganata
(v.87). His friendship with Kubera made him famous as Ku-
beramitram(v.329). He is called Kamalanayana as he keeps

a deer in his lap (v.32) as commentary Padarthacandrika

ppines. Sthanu is his one of the philosophical epithets.

50.8at.Bra.1.7.3.8; vide Keith A.B., Op.Cit.,p.44.

51.Macdonell A,A., Op.Cit., p.75.

52.Marshall John, Mohenjo Daro and Indus civilisation,
Vol. I.p.54.

53.Keith A.B., Op.Cit., p.146.
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He might have earned this epithet for remaining motionl-
ess till the final dissolution of the whole universe or
not proceeding on the act of creation as Brahma instru-
cted to carry on. Kalidasa also refers to this epithet

of ézia. Some of his epithets are disgraceful e.g. Ka-
pélabh?t (v.3%25) tone who has skull (in hand )', Paéﬁ -
pati (pr.128,v.517) ' Lord of pasus (souls%‘, Kapardika
(v.11,327) ‘one has matted hair;, Biksuka (v.315) ' a be-

55
gger' ete. Such disgraceful epithets are found in Vs.

t
Venkatadhvarin describes Siva as Astamurtidhara (v.

%33%7). These eight forms are earth, water, light, wind,
56 ‘

space, sacrificer, the sun and the moon.

/ ' ’ 57
Siva is called Rdra. Sat.Bra. glves its derivatieon.
o8
MP derives it from “Tud and Ydru to weep and to run. Gr-

asmann in his Worterbuch conneets it with vTud having a
conjectural meaning viz. , 'shine' and Pischel takes it

59
in the sense of ' to be ruddy' in his Veédische studien.

54, Cf. Vik.I.1.

55. Vs.16.20-21; vide Macdonell A.A., Op.Cit., p.76.
PN - - ..

56. Cf. Sakuntala I.1;Malavikagnimitra I.1; Ragh.II.35.

57. Maﬁggneli A. %.,Op Clt-,p 773 Dandekar R. NE’ Op. Clti,
) P ¢cf.Sat.Bra m—};d_nm 6.1.3.10
EET R e D) Facify, zha?mgrﬂm‘%‘s‘\_,,’

Ty RHFoUuT | (Nirukta 10.6;Cf.NC.11.115.

58, AgaTek JuvTEL ¥ 171.37-38.
59. Referred to by Macdonell A.A., Op.Cit., p.77.
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These etymologies given by western scholars may not be
improbable, of course they are in connection with the
Vedic Rudra, a precursor of the Epic and Puranic éiVa.

Rudras are\eleven in number. Some of the names of
Siva are also found in the list of Rudras e.g. Kapdli,
Sambhu, Tryambaka or H:ga.

Pahecasya, one of the epit%ets of éEVa suggests the
five names referred to in égtaruérfya (v.278,518) among
whiohiiégna is mentioned by the poet.

SlVa‘ Lord of Ganas:

et e e i e b S s e S o S e

Siva's association with the gaqgs is well~known. .
$iva loves them most. Venkatadhvarin refers to Jiva's
attendant Tandu whom éiva preached g dance which later
on was known after his name i.e. ngqéva (v.326). He is
also said to be lord of Pisacas (v.83,524), Bhuta, Veta-
la etc. (v.519). These associates of éﬁva are said to
frequent the cremetorium. With all of them éiva is descr-
ibed to dwell in Kasi (v.84).

Slva and Visnu:

v — " o 7008 o - ——-—_-——

It is noted in the chapter on 'Religion' that the
poet Veﬁka@éﬁhvarin has tried to establish a view of non-
rivalary between these two gods (v.33%4,339, 341,521,522,

523).
60« Vide for the names Mp. Xikxiﬁ, 15%. 151135, 29171,
61, Sadvogata,?amadeva Aghors, Isana and Tatpurusa.

62. Vide Mbh.Anu. 16 ;Linga 1. 65, Siva U.3. SlVa U.% gives
name of Da@@l instead of Taqgl.
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Some episodes:

Veﬁka?étharin has referred to this episode by ma~
king a reference to his destrugtion of Daksa's sacrifice
for which $iva is called éatraggati (v.328) . This episo-
de represents a stage in the hiétory of éaivism, when
Rudra was not«assigned place in the sacrifice and was lo-

) 64
oked upon as malevolent deity 1ike Rudra of Rgv.

o s ot A o it S TR e . Wi W St R S U e R i S O

éiva is pleased with the severe austeritles perform-
* — /
ed by Bhagiratha, Siva agreed to hold up Ganges falling
on earth. But later on on Bhagiratha‘s request let Ganges

65
flow down (V-751 304-, 327) .

o — S " i " o . " s (s U " Al (it S S T S O

The poet has made a reference 1o chopping of Brah-
66
L l . (3
ma's head i.e. fifth one by Siva (v.75,339), hence he is

called Brahmottamangabhid (v.75).

l Lo
The epithets of Siva e.g. Smarari (v.71), Smaraha-
ra (v.521), Kamasya hantd (v.314), Manobhavadahaka (v.
517) etec. reflect the episode of Kama, Cupid, god of

love who sacrificed his life on the altar of heavy and

63. Vide for this episode: Bha4.2;6.5;Mts.5;Vy V.18;Bra~-
hmanda Sa.Pari.l.28;Mbh.T.64;I1.1%.45;65.72.

64. Macdonell A.A., Op.Cit.,p.144.
65. Vide Gangavatarana episode.

66.Vide Mts.183.84-86;SKD 5.1.3-4; Siva.Ru.®x 5.20.
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pious duty of uniting éiva and Pgrvat; in a wed-lock at
the injunctions of Indra (v.318,373,443). Rati, moved
with the sudden demise of her husband, propitisted TLord
giVa who granted a boorn that she would have her husband
once more (v.443, 517). Madhu, his friend was his compa-
nion, when Kama went 1o éiVa's hermitage. Maé% also was
upset on sudden demise of his friend. The epithet 'Madn-

7
umathana' throws light oniit (v.514).

1
One of the epithets of Siva is Purari or Pripurari.
'3
Tripurahara (pr.13%0) Siva destroyed the city of Tripu-
ra, When he started for this grand memorable act, Visnu

68 )
became his arrow and Meru his bow (v.325,329).

o wa ale wy  dy  v apy  Shiot e o . W~ -~

éiVa killed a demon Gaja (v.3%7,339), put on the
elepﬁant hide dripping with omentum (v.339) and began to
dagge (v.87).

Episode of drinking up poison HalZhala (v.323,443)
and accepting moon as & crest jewel (v.82,33%0,331,3%6)
are the myths connected with the episode of churning of

70
the ocean.

67. Vide for this episode Siva.Rudra. Sati3; Ku.III.

68. Vide: Pdm.83.59; Linga I.70-72;Mbh I.173.52-58;
Mts.130-137; Bha.7.10;Mbh.Anu.265.31;Karna 24.27;
Drona -173; Siva.Ru.4.5; -Sivamahimnastotra 17.

¢
69. Vide Siva.Yu.57; Mts.152; Cf. Megh.T.40.

70. Vide. Pha.8.63;SKD 1.1.9+12; Pdm.9.10; Mbh.Adi.16.33%
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Episode of Andhaka:

o T A . T > T 1o o, oo S o T s W o S

.. 71
Destruction of a demon Andhaka made him 'Andhakdrit

(v.82,87,330).

Giver of boons to devotees:

o —— S oo oy o S it S ohs S T S e S s 0 S S

' _ 72

Siva gave a long life to Marakandeya (v.332).

?

Siva was pleased with the devotion and austerities

observed by Banasura (v.332) and fulfilled his desire by
T3

- s [y l i
living in Sonitapura.

' 74
Ravana also peased the Lord Siva with penance (v.

332) -

Parvati, the daughter of Himalaya (v.159, 314,315,
319, 320,pr.127), is the consort of Lord 5iva (v.312,320) .
éiva destroyed Daksa's sacrifice (v.328) because of her
getting burnt at the indignation of élva who was not in-
vited by her'father Daksa. In the next birth she was born
as the daughter of Himéiaya. éiva is deseribed as madden-
ed with her charms (v.317,318). She also loved him most.

Though their pair was uneven from various aspects, love
75
united them (v.314-317). In Kenopanisad Umd is described

71. Vide: Mts.178-179; éiva.gu. 7.48; Pém.Sr.46; SKD 5.3.
45. )

72. Vide: Bha.12.8-1034.1.45; Mbh.II.130-132 etc.

73. Vide: Mts.187+188; Pam.Sr.14-15; Hv.2.116=128; Siva.
Ru.Yu.5.1; Bh&.10.62; Mbh.T.59.20-21; Visnu 5.30.

74. Vide. Va.Ra.U.31;Ananda Ra.T.13.26-44; Pdm.5.242.
75. ¢f. Ragh.T.1; Ku. V.86.
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w— b )
as Uma Haimavatl. But she is not the wife of Lord Siva.

The poet calls her Sarvamaﬁgalg'kv.315) 'auspicious' or
Dékgé&anzibeing the daughter of Daksa (v.221).
Skanda:

P g

'

This is one of the gods of Siva's family. His wor-
ship was extensively practised in ancient India, but now
it is rare in north India.

Ganapati:

- i s -

Like Skanda or Kartikeya Gapapati is also one of
the deities of giva's family. He 1s one of the scns’of
Uma. Followers of Ganapati are known as Gé@apatggs.

One day having anointed the body with the scented
0ily substances Parvati fashioned out a form with the im-
purities of the body and powedered unguents and made a
shape of an elephant. S0 he is called Stamberamasya (v.
314) or elephant headed (v.319). Brahma made him Vindya-

78
ka.

" — . T W O o e - g Wiy WO T S Sl M SIS O g Wk W

Tenkatadhvarin refers %o him as a source of know-

A : /
ledge (v.518). According to him a devotion to §Siva can-
not result in salvation for which one has to worship Lord

! i
Mukunda (v.518). God Siva therefore preaches a Tarakama-

76.Vide Kartikeya in this section.

77.Bhandarkar R.G., Op.Cit., pp.210 ; Majumdar R.C. &
Pusalkar A.D. (BEd.), The Classical Age, pp.444 ff.
For names and epithets etc. vide, Ganapati in this
section.

78. Vide Karmarkar A.P., Op.Cit., pp.141-142.
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ntra of Réma (v.87). On one hand the poet describes the

' power of bestowing Sarupya salvation upon a deity (v.
83,84,85,pr.22), while on the other hand he describes
éiva as a source of devotion to. Visnu (v.522). He himself
overcame the death, hence he is galled,M?ﬁyuﬁjaya (pr.
137) .

Surya: Sun_god or_planet_sun:

He,is one of tﬁe three chief deities in thee Vedas,
as great source of light and heat, but references to him
are more poetical than precise. As a Vedic deity the poet
calls him Chandasa jyotih (v.7) and Trayividya Ravimayi
(v.11). He is the father of three chilgdren viz. Manu,
Yama and the goddess Yamiﬁthrough Sajfa, a daughter of
Visvakarm3. Episode of Sun's sexual exitement for Chaya
is referred to by the poet (v.7). His charioteer is Aru-
na, elder brother of Garuda (v.436). Seven steeds are
yoked to his chariot, hence he is called Saptag-gapti (v.
.589).

. He frightens and drives away Piéacas, hence he is
called Pigacakulabﬁzgaga (v.12). His devotion makes the
diseases cured (v.12). His path leads a devotee to final
emancipation (v.9). The same path is called Arciradi or

80
Devayana or the path of Uttar@yana. Sun is described as

T79. Vide Padéithacandriké; a commentary on this verse.
80. Gita 8. 24.
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an eye of Vismu (v.464,582). He is said to be an author
of Sanskrit grammar (v.414). He bestows health on a de-
_votee (v.278,pr.253).

The names and epithets of the Sun are numberless.
He is Savitr (v.177,448,549) 'the nurisher,' Bhamu (v.
14,533) 'shining} Bhasvat (v.8,205) 'light-maker! Dina-
kara (v.465) 'day maker! Ghrniman (v.434) 'possessed
rays,' Ugggméu (v.583) 'possessed hot rays,' Tapana (pr.
1) 'Heater} He is responsible for the reunion of Cakra-
vak couple which is seperated every night, hence he is
called Kokasantateh'brahmacaryavratotsargaguru' (v.7)
and 'Krta rathangasantosana' (v.12) by the poet. His ap-
pearaﬁce makeg lotuses bloomed, henée he 1s described as
Aravindabandhava- (pr.2), Rajivabandhava (v.59) and Padm-
Egyhollgsin (v.9). He satisfies the whole universe, so
he is known as 'sakala-bhuvana-santosakarin (pr.1). He
is known as an ornament of the sky (v.9,12). His other
names are Patanga (v.203), Ravi (v.10,224,306), Surya(v.
278,518,pr.253), Tapana (pr.1), Tarani (v.13,105) etec.

He nourishes the gods ( k;ta—tridasg-pogaga: v.12)
and the universe (v.9).

Sun and Visnu:

o - — - - - — - —" - ‘- -

Sun and Visnu are identified, hence Narayana is
said to be existing in the Sun (Taraqi~maq@ala—sth§Yin:

v.13, Patanga-mandale vasan: v.203, Ghrniman-mandala-sth

i

acyutapya:v.434, Savity-mandalam-asrita: v.448, Daharaku

haravarti devata cakravarti: v.459).

-
Sun is called Dvadasatman (p.14) as twelve suns of
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twelve months are believed to exist seperately. They
are known as hdityas, twelve divinities taken collecti-

vely.

Varuga of the Rgvedic gx pentheon becomes a water-
god, bears a paéa, the noose,chence he is called Pasayu-
dha (v.11) 'one who has noose és weapoﬁ.‘ His abode is
ocean, so the poet calls the ocean Varunalaya or an abo-
de of Varuna (v.53). He is presiding deity of western di-
rect?gn. Venkatadhvarin mentions four lords of four dir-
ections viz. Balabhit (Indra), Pasayudha (Varuga), Yama
and Eéa, Lords of east, west, south and north-eastern

directions respectively(v. 11).

Vasu:

— - —

Bhi@ma is mentioned as best of all Vasus (v.327).
Vasu is genefally understood for a groop of eight Vasus
or Vasu deities viz. Anala, Amita, Apa, Dhara, Dh%%a,
Pratyusa,or Pfabhééa and Soma. According to some puranas,
particularly Bha. they are Drona, Vasu, ?féqa, D@%va,
Arka, Agni, Dosa and Visvavasu. This group of eight de-

81. 3?3ﬁ efiaz ﬁTQ}d%‘.«Pﬁ%ﬁ}'°r%ﬂn+~wwﬁL|
FER T wRer, gt Bam FAETL N

The name of Kubera 1s also mentioned as a 1ord of nor-

thern direction by Venkatadhvarin (v.278).
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ities is better known as 'Astau Vasa%gh.’ Rgv. also re-
83 ) :
fers to Vasu. They are children of Aditi according to

Ramayana. They are chiefly known as attendants upon In-
24,

/
Gangz, during her stay with a king Santanu gave

birth to eight Vasus. She drowned seven of them in water.
But last Vasu named Dyau was saved by the inter ference
of the king éantanu. His name was Devavrata was known
as Gangeya ééhtanava (pr.166,v.327), Bhiéma ete.
Vayu: |

Vayu or Marut (v.120), Marut (v.589), Marutesa(v.
11) is the god of wind. According to Vedic pantheon he
-is often associated with Indra. According to Nirukta his
place is in the air. He is said to ﬂave sprung, from the

85
ear of Purusa in the hymn of Purusikta.

Visnu " though a deity of capital importance in

the mythology of the Brahmanas, occupies but a subordin-
86
ate position in the Rgv." In the later Samhitas and Bra-
: 87 '
hmenas he assumes importance and prominence. Im the Epiec

82. Ai.Bra.2.18; Sat.Bra.4.5.7.
83. Rgv. 7.36.14.

84. HM, pp.342.

85. Ibid, pp.344.

86. Macdonell A.4A., OP. Cit., p.37.

87. Keith A.B., The Religion and Philosophy of Veda

and Upanisads, HOS. Vol.31,p.110.
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and Puranic mythology he is one of the leading gods and
appears as the supreme spirit. But the names of Néigya@a
and Vasudeva Krsna apparently occur more frequently and
more prominently; still in many parts of the Mahabharata,
the divinity of Vasudeva Krsna is gquestioned. In the Pu-

fépic times, howeveﬁ the cult of Vasudeva has ceased to
be militant and the three different streams of religious

thought viz. one flowing from the Vedic Visnu, the seco-
nd from the cosmic and philosophic god Narayana and the

third from the historical god Vasudeva - mingled togeth-
88
er to form the later Vaisnavism.

The word Visnu is derived from the root Vis 'to
. 89
r
pervade', The Nirukta derives 1t from Vis 'to enter'.

Thus Visyu possesses the pervading characteristic.

s

Visnu and Brahman:-

e e . e, e o . e N SO antn U 0t Yo o B

. L)

The poet has identified Visnu as a Brahman. He gi-
ves such names in this regards e.g. Aéégaéegi Brahman (v.
561), Brahman (pr.6), Parabrahma (pr.79), Parameéit; (v.
513), Paramapuruga (v.51,198,413,469,517) , Purusottama

88. Bhandarakar R.G., Valgnavism, Saivism and Minor Re-
ligious Systems (BORI, Ed4.1928) pp.47-49; Raychaudh-
ari H.C., Materials for the study of the Early'Hist4
ory of the VaisnawSect, pp.10ff; Majumdar R.¥ C. &
Pusalakar A.D.{Bd.), The age of Tmperial Unity, pp.

‘ {31 ff. e

s, PG, oot

(Nirukta 12.18).
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(v.112,561), Sarvesvara (v.24) etc.

Visnu and Sun:-

- st Mo o S e . WO O o

The poet has tried to identify Visnu and Sun or pr-
90 .
esiding deity in sun (v.14,203%,4%4,448,459). Thus the po-

et shows solar aspect of Visnu.

e s o S B, e S o o o " it s Tl o W

Among the various names of Vismu referred to by the
poet a few are mentioned here. Acyuta (v.256,432,434,579),
'Unfallen or imperishable', Adhoksaja 'above direct know-
ledge or cognition' (v.17,572), Anastamurtidharah 'not
having eight forms or whose form does not perish' (v.33%7),
Cirantanapurusa 'Spreme being' (p;.166), Jagaéiéé 'Lord
of the universe' (v.111,512), Janardana 'worshipped or
requested by the people' (v.33), Kamalanayana 'lotus eyed'
(v.32), KeSava 'the radiant' (pr.69,v.232), Mukunda 'de-
lieverer' (v.15,124,125,160,259,275,440,518,523,584, pr.20),
Munidhyatah 'meditated upon by munis' (v.342), Narayana
'who moves or lives in water' (v.16, pr.3,v.33,97,170,171,
183,585), éélagréma ' a kind of sacred stone said to be
to be typical of Visnu' (v.258), Samastanamya 'worthy to
be bowed by all!' (v.127), Sauri 'son of Sura’ (v.18,216,
240,439)) Vidhu (name of-Viggu) (v.404), Vismu ‘pervadi-

ng the whole universe' (v.19,303,305,417,518,519,522,

90. Vide chapter on 'Religion! For the solaw of Vismu '
vide. Macdonell A.A., Op.Cit,, p.39; Gonda J., Op.
Cit., pp.25ff.
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551,572,586) and Viévanétha 'Lord of the universe!' (pr.
79) . fn addition to the above mentioned names some other
names philosophic in nature may be noted. Sarvajna 'Omni-
scient' (v.512), Sarvapadabhidheya "expressed by all the
padas or words ' (v.512), Avacya sarvagunanam 'beyond
all the qualities' (v.512), Samastavedavedya 'knowable
by all the Vedas' (v.512) efec.

He is a bleck coloured god (v.3%07,54%). His eyes
are sun and moon (464,582)., He is called Pitambara, as
he is clothed in yellow garment (pr.166,v.374,419).

The ‘usual weapons of Visnu are Gada 'a mace'{v.
81, 340), éaﬁkha 'a counch' (v.340), Cakra 'a disc' (v.
47,274,401 pr.253) and ééfﬁga ' a bow' (v.304,334,385,4
460). On asccount of these weapons he 1is called Gadadhara
(v.81, Gadanvaya 'associated with mace' (v.340), Daranu-
gahga 'assoclated with a counch' (v.340), Cakrabhavyaka-
rah (v.274), Cakradhara (v.47,pr.253), Cakrapani (pr.81),
Ratﬁéﬁgaééya (v.401), S;fgin (v.304,3%4,385), ééfﬁgadh-
ara (v.460) etc. The disc and counch are the marks ado-
pted by Ramanuja vaisnavas of Tenkale cult as the holy
and auspicious signs of Ramanuja vaiqqavg;m.

Mythologically he is lying on the body of a huge

serpent, Veﬁkapéﬁhvarin has drawn a graphic picture of It.

i 91. Vide chapter on 'Religion.’
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(v.18,33,279,398, pr.166, v.413) in the descriptions of
Setukrt or Yathoktt at Kaficipuram, Ranganiyaka at §£Ira-
ngam particularly. Elsewhere also the poet notices Vi~
snmu's lying on éesa (v. 280,282,401,402,414,pr.210,v.464,
pr.170,221 ete.). The poet has constructed several epi-
thets from iil‘

His vehicle is Garuda (v.18,337,338,414,428,432,.
434;464 etc.), hence he is called Garudasanah (v.349).
Garuda i1s also therecon his flag, he is called Garudadh-
vaja (v.76), Pakgfndrake%u (v.276), Patagapatiketu (v.
20), Tarksyaketu (v.35), and Tarksyaketana (v.383).

He is sometimes described as lotus-navel-god (v.
1,77,429,586), hence he is known as Aravindanabhi (v.429),
Nabhipadma (v.77), ér’iué‘bhipadma (v.586). Kaustubha is a
Jewel put on by Visnu. But it is noteworthy that the po-
et does.not make any reference to it..-Generally he. ig
described four-armed , but in the description of Kahel
he 1s described as eight armed god (v.285).

Functions eto.:~

- —— A - 1ot i o e s . "

Visnu is associated with the acts of creation of
the universe movable and immovable, preservation or re-
storation and destruction of the universe (v.15,198). In
the Puranas all the éunotions are distributed among Bra-

hma, Visnu and Rudra. But Puranas of a particular deity

92. Vide. Appendix: Index of gods, Vispu.
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ascribe these functions to that particular delty making
him Supreme Deity. The poet Veﬁka?gdhvarin, being vaisn-
avite of Ramdnuja school describes Visnu as Supreme God
and all the three functions are ascribed to Him. He is

said to have created Brahma, so Brahma is called his som

(&s1,5§3). The worship of Visnu is recommended for sal-
vation (v.518). In every age he is said to be anihilator
of the Daityas or demons, s0 he is called Danujabhid (v.
184) and Daityari (v.185,230). He is described as punish-
ing the defaulters (v.16) and controler of the living be-
ings (v.198).

Congort and abode:-

—— T o W - SO - oy oo S W - "

Lak@m{ is His consort, so he is known as Lakgmipati
(v.325), Madhava (v.290), Padmasakha (v.113), RamZpati
(v.303), Rameéit; (v.407), Ramgéfaya (v.310), érE;mHn(v.
308), érinétha (pr«79,v.542), érzpatih (v.48), Srisa (v.
191), An~aparamah 'not seperated from Rama' (v.303) etc.
are the names showing Visnu 'the husband of Rémg' by the
ﬁoet. Except Rama or Lakgmz two other comsorts,Nila and
Maﬂz are also mentioned by the gset (v.18). Generally in

. 94 -
’ - -
South India Vispu is found with Sridevi and Bhudevi. Adi-

——

93. Cf.Venkatesvaramahatmya: Brahmandapurdna (3.13) men-
tiongs : MR OrA=51 Al L TR @%ﬂm i

SKD .pt.II.37.78 (Venkatesvaramahitmya) says:
'l c}s;as‘z'{}hl- VBT RTH I ?‘\TL;
MGl < ST ASR T AT )
94. Cf. Venkatesvaramahatmya : Brahmandapurana(3.55):

2ty ) @€
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tya purapa gives very fanciful reason of having three
goddegses. Lak§mi was given,to Viggﬁ by ocean on the oc-
casion of churning of it (v.200,591).

His abode is Vaikuntha (v.17,74,194,302,407,570).
It is beyond Tamas or darkness (v.350). But at the time
of the universal cataclysm, he sleeps on the ocean (v.
97) .

Slaying of Madhu and Kaitabha made him famous as
Madhvarati (v.369), Madhusudana (v.430), Madhor vipaksa
(v.436), Madhujit (v.439), Madhumathana (v.498,594), Ma-
dhuripu (v.544) and Kaigabggri (v.386).

Episode of Gangavatarana or descending of Ganges
is connected with Visnu. Ganges iggued from a Viggu's
£a0t.

In Puranas many myths are connected with the diff-
erent incarnations of gods, particularly Visnmu (pr.166).
Veﬁka?étharin refers t0 ten major incarnations of Vismu
(v.288). He does not give an account of the various in-
carnations in details. The poet refers to Fish god (v.275,
386), Tortoise (v.386), Boar (v.30%,305,383-387), Nara-
simha (v.11,75,211,212,215,217,301,386 etc.), Vamana (v.

AT (G AT 39T & arT o (4G |
35 IV YR TgaT BEA Rrfiat sMER_
oA FU R S U Teraze ~HArRn <)
YR TR Fret Ay =T s WHaZT U
Zﬂ""f‘\’)ﬁ?‘\'ﬁ'\m’»ﬂ‘ AT~ W’Tﬁhfﬁ’l
AT A) = S (3T ANELE T (5. 5-0)
96. Vide Mbh.II.69; Dbh.I.4; Saptafaticandipatha I.87-104.

97. Vide Gahgavatarana episode.
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77,307, 308,310, pr.120), Jamadagnya Rama (v.60), Rama (v.
21,28, 38,48,275), Krsna (Y.ZO,ZB,127,130,2?5,441,584) ;nd
Hari (v.18,337,339,401,510). He describes an incarnatiom

of Hayagriva also (v.292,296). The last two incarnations

dre not enumerated in ten major incarnations.

Hari:

Hari is a name of Visnu in general (v.86,200,202,
219, 231,232,240,244,260,297,299, 339, 341, 344, 350,351,428,
438,464,492,497,501,503,505,521,535,543,582) as well as
that of his incarnation to which episode of Gajendramoksa
is connected. This episode is referred to by the poet of-
ten (v.18,337,339,401,510). Vignu rescued an elephant,
king Inradyumna of Pandya country in a previous birth

- _ 98
from crocodile, Huhu in Treta age.

— e S " L e e o

The name of god Hayagriva is referred km twice (v.
292,296). Hayagriva was presiding deity of VTedantadesiks
(v.296). This incarnation was meant for destruofion of
a demon Hayaggg%a.as per boon obtained from Devz.

Amoeng all major incarnations no myth is mentioned

directly or indirectly as regards the first two incarne-

tions of Vispu.

98. Vide. Bha.8.1;Pdm.U.138; A.Ra.Sara 9. This episode is
not found in Mbh.

99. Vide, Dbh. I.5.
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Varahsg or Boar incarnation:-
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In this incarnation Visnu killed a demon Hirapyaksa
and rescued the earth with the husk, while it lay merged
100
into sea or Rasatala, a fourth nether land (v.383-387).

Nrsimha or Leo~-human incarnation:

T e s e e G o i St i o S T St - V>

In this incarnation Visnu is said to have assumed
the leo-human form and manifested from a pillar. After
a fierce dual and heavy havoc Visnu tore Hirapyakasipu
with his nails as per boon given to him and protected his
ardent devotee Prahlada, son of Kaggéﬁu( v. 215-218).

This incarnation is said to be similar to that of
Namuci in Vedas. T.A. names Nrsimha incarnation.

This episode is found in almost all the Puranas.

In some Puranas gecounts of dlstresses glveﬁogo Prahlada

and emerging from the pillar do not occur at all.

Vamana or Dwarf incarnation:

. " —-—— o— - "~ T " . {3 o’ 1o v TV IS s e S oy WS S gy

In this incarnation Visnu became a dwarf (v.309)
and asked Bali to donate three strides of land. (v.310).

/
Sukra, preceptor of Bali tried to prevent Bali from donat-

100.Vide.Pdm.6;Linga 94;Mbh.3.45.4;Vana, 144.29 etec.;RBha.
3.19;Vy.6; Mts.47.47;247-248.For references PKK p.
491;PCK pp.798-799.
101. Vide. Dbh.4.16; Mts.47; Mbh.2.7; Hv.1.41;39.17;
Pdm U.38; Linga I.94; Brahma.194.
102. Hv.3.41-47; Mts.161-164; Brahmanda (3.5) and Vy.
38.36.
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ing land to the dwarf (v.309). As soon as Ball granted
the requesﬁ of the Dwarf, the latter assumed a mighty
form to cover the whole universe in the three strides
(pr.120,v.307). Visnu, then, donated the whole universe

to Indra (v.308). This episode is narrated in the desc-
. __ . 103
ription of the temple of Trivikrama at Kafhcipuram.
Visnu, in the Veda, is not a seperate deity but is
; 4

the form of Sun god. Three strides according to Sakapuni
are earth, sky and antarikga, while according to Aurna-

vabha they are Udayagiri, Samarohana and Khasvastika -
s - , 104

Vinupada and Gayasiras or Astagiri.

T.3. identifies Sun and Visnu and refers to Visnu's
105 o
incarnation to regain the kingdom lost by Indra. It is

sald that identity of Visnu with Sun and Sun's movement

assumed the form of dwarf incarnation in c¢he post-vedic
106
period and age of the Puranas.

_______________
ETY

Only depriving Jadagnya Rama of his pride by Rama
107
is mentioned by the poet (v.60).

103. Vide for this myth: Mts.47; Dbh.4.16; Mbh.3.47.8;
Vana 273.64; Bha.I.3%.19;8.13; Pdm.4.1.

104. Nirukta 12.19.

105. T.S. 2.4.12.2. )

106. Vide for this myth: T.S. 2.7.3; Sat.Bra. 1.2.2.1-5;
Bh5.8.18; Vmn.313 SKD 1.1.18-19; Mts.244-248.

107. Vide. V&.Ra. Ba.T4-76. ‘
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- ~ .
Rama Dasarathi:
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Tpisodes connected with Ramakatha in this Campu
are based on Ramayana particularly.
Rama was born in 24th Treta age of Vaisvata manva-

108
ntara age.

Valmiki Remayana often compares him with égzpu,
but does not knOW'ﬁéma a8 an incarnatioen of Vlggu. Later
on from Ramatapaniya Upanisad to Adhyatma Ramayana all
the literature availabie believes Rama not only an inca-
‘rnation of Visnu but also Par;g;ahma.

Vehkaﬁgdhvarin is an ardent devotee of Réma, his
family deity. To him Rama is Parabreshma (v.21,28,38,42,
48, 70,71,275). Visnu assumed an incarnation in the solar
race (v.589) as Rama Dasarathi or son of Daéaratha who
often helped the gods in the battle with the demons (v.
28) .

Kings of the solar race performed many sacrifices
yﬁbas or sacrificisl pillars oﬁ which are remaining or
preserved as sweet memory of %ggm (v.36;357).

Among the myths connected with Rama's life some

are referred to by the poet in the description of Ayodhya

108. Hv.1.41; Vy 70.48; Brehmanda 3.8.54; Brahma 213.124;
Mts.47.247; Bh&.9.10.52; Pdm.Pa. 36 or in 28th Tret3
age according to Mbh.

430, Va.Ra.Yu.1.17 thinks Rama an incaramation of Visnu.

199. y4.Ra.Ba.1.38. -

111. A.R&.B&.1;Pdm.U.269.80; Dbh names Ramakathd as Wa-
rayanakathd. Mbh., Hv. and Mrk. take Rama Visvami-
tra's Amsa.

112. Cf. Ragh. XIII.61.
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particularly. All 6f them are distributed among the con-
tents according to the KQQQakatha of Ramayana.

Balakanda.

From the story of Balakanda following Rama episodes

113
are referred to: (1) Destruction of Tadaka and Subahu (v.

59); (2) Episode of Ahalygédhara, (3) Breaking of Siva's
115
bow and Rama's marriage with Sita and (4) Depriving Par-
116
asurama of his pride by Rama.

From Ayodhyakanda abandonment of kingdom for Kai-
117

keyl s pleasure (v.43), Rama's welcome by Guha in the
118

forest (v.21,41,205), Laksmana's dlsagreable attitude

119
towards Rama's effort to convince to return to Ayodhya

//

(v.205), offering of wooden sggdléﬁ/%o Bharata at Citra-
120

kuta (v 71), punishment to Jayanta, a erow, a son of
121
Indra (v.21,41) with a straw (v.71,73) etc. are found in

this Campu.

113. Va.Ra.Ba.25-26.

114. V4.Ra.Ba.48;U.38; cf. also Pdm.Sr.54; A.Ra.Sara.1.3;
SKD 1.2.52; Ganesa 1.31.

115.Va.Ra.Ba.70- ~~

116. Va.Ra.B3.76-T77.

117. V&a.Ra.Xyo.18-21.

118. Va.Ra.Ayo0.45-49.

119. V&.Ra.Ay0.53.

120. Va.Ra.Ay0.94-117. : o

121. Cf. Pdm.Sr.66;Mbh. 2.106.4; Bhi.6.18; Vik.5.14; Sak.
7.2; Ragh.3.23316.78; Ayodhyakand~(cr.ed.) Appendix,
kimmg 1.26, lines 80-115 pp.686-87.
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122
Destruction of Virgdha (v.60), slaying of XKhara and
123
Dusana (connected with Surpanakha episode in Ramayana)

(v.61), abduction of Sita by Ravana and piercing of Ma-
124
rica with an arrow by Rama (v.61,412), funeral rites of
_ 125
Jatayu performed by Rama (v.21, 41 62, 345), destruction
126

of Kabandha %v .62), welcome by Sabarl, a female disciple
12

of sage Matanga (v.63), and Rama's curse to Cakravaka for
laughing at Rama weeping in seperation caused by Sita's
abduction by %éga (v.7,12) are the episodes referred %o
by the poet.

Kiskindhakanda & Sundarakanda:
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i 129 _
First meeting of Hanuman with RZma (v.70), Rama's
120 _
friendship with Sugriva (v.21,41,44), piercing of seven
131 132

palm treessor Sala trees(v.150), slaying of Vali (v.44,
- 133
47,64,205,583%) and search of §ita by Hanuman (v.63) are-

122.Va.Ra.Aranya.2-4.

123.V&.Ra.Aranya. 19-20.

124.V3.Ra .Aranya.50-52.

125.Va.Ra.Aranya.50-52; Va.Ra. (cr.ed.) 64/27-36)

126.Va.Ra.Aranya.69-73;Va.Ra. (cr.ed.) 65-68; Mbh.Vana.
279.

127.V4.Ra.Aranya. 4.

128.Va.Ra.Aranya.1.46~57.

129.Va.Ra.Ki.2.8.

130.Va.Ra.Ki.(er.ed.) 14..-:

131.Va.Ra.Ki.(cr.ed.) 14.12.

1%32.Va.Ra.XKi.16=25;Mbh.Vana.281.
133,Va.Ra.A.49.
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episodes of Kigkindhakanda referred to. The event of se-

arching Sita is not directly mentioned but it 1is suggest-
134
ed (v.63).

—

Yuddhakanda:-

- — -

Rama's proceeding along with the army of Sugriva,
135 136 _
to invade Lafika (v.70,71,205), surrendering of Vibhisana

(v.21,41), Rama's rage at the ocean (v.65,479,480) and
building of the bridge oézz it (v.45,71,107,3%4,474,475,
481,489) under the guidence of %zia (v.476,483), killing
of various demons like Kumbhakarnma (v.66) and his son
Nligmbha (v.42), slaying of %ggaga (v.28,39,66,71,73,
332,474,589), asoé%ion~on throne by Vibgégaga (v.21,41,
67), fire—ordéal of S%ﬁé’(vL45)-and as a result of it
Rama's reunion with Sita are all”the events of Yuddha-
ké@?a. By killing Ravana Rama rescued (v.58) for the

good of all the three worlds because Ravena had distress-

134. It is described elborately in Adhyatma Ra.Su.4;
Mbh.III.283; Va.Ra.3u.14~-22;Ki.29.27. Kamila Bulke
does not agree with the event of sending mankeys
in the different directions in search of Sita. Much
seems to be interpolated., Cf.Ramakathd, pp.486.

135.Va.Ra.Yu.1.5.
136.Va.Ra.Yu.1.5.
137.Va.Ra.Yu.21.24.
138.V&.Ra.Yu.21.24."
139.Ya.Ra.Yu.75-77.
140.V4.Ra.Yu.107; A.Ra.Yu.11.53.
141.Va.Ra.Yu.116-121.
142.Va.Ra.Yu.116=121.
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143 _ _
ed many (v.31), Rama's return to Ayodhya (v.67) and his
144
coronations by Vasistha (v.68) are also mentioned.
Uttargkanda:-
145 ,
Abando%ment of Sita (v.45,48) and giving birth to
1

Lava and Kusa (v:583) are the chief events of this kanda.

Episode of keeping REVaga in arm-pit by ?gli, when
the }atter was engaged in offering water to manes on %k
the shore of southern gigan (v.64) or visit of all the
seven seas for bath and offering water to manes by Vali
keeping Raﬁaga tied up with the ;iﬁl 4nd Rgﬁaga's imp-~
risoning with the cradle of Aﬁ;gga is already suggest-
ed there. | |

Venkatadovarin declares Rama's arrow to be unfail-
ing in piercing the object (v.226).

Valmiki as an author of Ramayana is propitiated by
the poet(v.49). R%ggkathg to him is Stotrakavya and not

an ordinary poem.

143, Vide for harrassments: Va.Ra.U.9; Vedavati (T.17);
Rambha (U.25-26); Ravana's vijayay8tra or congering
trip (U.25-46);abduction of §ita (Va.Ra.Aranya.43;
Pdm.U.242;Bhd.9.10 etc). )

144-V5¢R§0Yuu126“1 28o

145.V8.Ra.U.42~48; Cf.Ragh.14; Kathasaritsagara 9:1.66
. Bha.&. 7.11.9.

146.V&:Ra.U.66;Pdn.Pa.59.
147.Ve.R3.U. 34.
148.PSK. pp.221-222.

14‘9 .vg.RE.U . 34‘0

150. vVide R@makathd in Mbh.Vana.275;Dbh.3.20;Bha.9+10;
Mts.47:etc.
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K§§ga is the most favourite incarnation to the vai-
snavite devotees. Major portion of Bha. is filled up
with this character. Krsna was born in Yadu race (v.193,
275) or Vrsni race (v.28), hence he is called Yadava or
ﬁiggah. Krsna and his life are sung in much details by
Sll?llla (v.127,349).

K?§pa was black in colour, so he ig described as
Krsnamegha (v.129,130) .or Toyadasampradaya (v.543). The
name of Krsna (V.28,pr.40v.123,128,129,130,199 etc.) also
suggests his black colour.

He was a son of Vasudeva, so he is called Visudeva
(pr.197). His elder brother was Rams or Balarama, so the
poet calls him 'Ramdnuja.'(v.223).

He passed his childhood among cowherds, so he ig
known as Gopala (v.466), Kuhanagopsla (v.462) ang Raja-
gopala (pr.195). o

Krsna's musical instrument was flute which tempted
the poet to call him 'Ekavepudhara' (v.534).

Krspa's sports in childhood or advantures in child-
hood are widely described in Bh3., Brehmavaivarta, Hv.,
Gargasamhita, Mbh., Visnupurana etc. VenkatZdhvarin ref-

ers to some of them in thig CampQ.

151. Vide Bhz.X.
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1. éaka@ééura, a servant of Kamsa came in Gokula with a
view to kill Krsna and assumed}a form of a cart with wh-
ich cradle of Krsna was hung up. Kggqa killed him with
13(2(2:118 (v.299).
2. Krsna slew up a demon named Baka who came in disguise
of a crane to gulp up K?§n§ and his frlzgds: Bakasura
was a Sahotra gandharve in his previous-biizi.
5. With a view to deprive Indra of his pride. Krgna did
not allow the cowherds to perform a sacrifice in his ho-
nour. Indra ordered the rains %o wash out Gokula. But
the village was saved by Krsna by giving protection to
all the cowherds and his friends under a mountain Gova-
rdhana lift;gBup (v.13%0,200).
4. Sports of K@gga with the cowherd maids in the groves
on the bank of the river Yamuna have become the subject
of description in Yamunénadf%argana (v.123) and Rajago-
palavarnana at CampakérSSya:(vf461). |
Putting of a parrot on'a shoulder of a cowherd -
maid and snatching of her garment (v.125) seem to be

creation of our poet's imagination.

152. Bha.X.7.8; Hv.2.6;5.20; Visnu 5.6.2; Pdmn.Br,13 etc.
153. BhE.X.11. | '

154. Brahmavaivarta 4.16.

155. Bh&.X.24-27.

156.Bha. X.
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5. Theft of curds, butter etec. (v.124,128) are also well-
known deeds of Krsgna during his childhood in Bha.

6. Krsna's agssociation with Radha first occurs in Brahma-
vaivartap;iZna. Radha is Vismu's creative en;§2y. It is
interesting to note that Bha. does not know hewr. Poet
Vehka?édhvarin describes her wandering in the company of

159 —
Krsna in the groves ( of Vrndavana?) (v.#%g 126).

7. Krsna destroyed Kamsa (2.150,203) and restored up
T ‘ 160

Ugrasena (v.130) on the throne.

8. Krsna slew many demons such as Mura (v.1,21,123,123,

1%30,463,549), hence he is called Murarati (v.463), Mura-

. 161 162
ripu (v.123),126,549) and Murgri (v.1,21), Bana (v.130,
163 164 165

352)é6Hamsa (v.129,1%0), Aghasura (v.129), Baumdsura (v.
1

Paundra (v.130). etec.

9. He helped his o0ld friend and classmate Kucaila (v.

167
197) whom he gave profuse wealth by his miracle power.

It is interesting to note that Bha. refers to the name
I_,__ -
Kucaila and not to Sridaman or Sudaman as others do.

157. 4.15.

158 .Dbh.9.1. _ )

159.Cf.Jayadeva, Gitagovinda, introductory verse. Adi.
(x 11) describes RAdhE's marriage with Krsna, but
Brahmavaivarta (2.49.37) calls her a Rapana'sg wife.
According to Kanvadakh@.ef the same purana. They
are said %0 be worshippers of each other (2.48-49.
Narada (2.81) and Dbh.(9.19) alsc refer to Radha.

160 .Bh&a.X.45.

161.Bha.X.59.

162.Bha.X.62-63.

163.Mbh.II.14.43.

164 .Bha.X.oRx&F 12.

165.Bh&.X.62-63.

166.Bhg.X.66.

167 .Bhg.X.80-81.
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10. His son was Pradyuma, an incarnation of cupid (wv.
¢ —
517) who killed a demon Sambarasura and married his dau-
168 _
ghter Mayavati.(v.5
169
11. Krsna faught with Banasura on account of his grand-
son Aniruddha, son of Pradyumna, who married nga‘s dau~
ghter Usa (v.332).

Krsna in relation to Pandavas:-—

Krsna's association with Pandavas is the wide spr-
ead.subject-of the Mahabharata than that of Bhagavata.
An episode of Péﬁbﬁlfﬂastrapﬁraqa or supplying of clothes
to Draupadi in the assembly of Duryodhana, where Duhéés—
ana tried to take off the only one put on during the pe-
riod of menstruation (v.20). This episode of Sabhaparva
is not found in the critical edition of the Mahabharata.
It is described elaborately and vividly in Bombayngiti*
on. Winternitz also takes it as interpolated one. Venka-
tadhvarin might have followed the south Indian edition
which would have contained this episode in exagerated -
form.

Venkatadhvarin makes a reference to Krsna's misson

to Duryodhana on behalf of Pgﬁgavas with a view to avoid

168.Bha.T.55-61.
169.Bh5.X.62-63.
170.2.61.41-46, °
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clash between the two groups i.e. Pé@@avas and KéZ%avas
(v.342). The poet also refers to the temple dedicated to
Pandavaduta god i.e. Krsna at Kafcipuram (v.340).

EKrsna became charioteer of Arjuna, he is called
Parthasdrathi (v.260). The poet has referred to a temple
dedicated>to god Parthasarathi at Madras in the descri-
ption of Cannapatbfana i.e. Madras.

Once the poet has called Krsna, lover of Pandavas
(Pandavapriyah - v.203).

Preaching of Gita to Arjunma on the battle field by
Kggia reflects the philosophical aspect of his life. The
poet refers to Gita and commentary by Ramanujacarya th-

ereon (v.228).

Yama:-

Yéma,being restrainer 1s called Dandadhara. He is
mentioned 50 times in the Rgv. and three complete hymns
are dedicated to him in the 1st. and 10th mandalas. He
gives bliss to the good and woe the bad according to the
Rgveda. He is a god of death,lhence he is known as K;té—
nta (v.425). His attendants tie up the beings and carry
to Yama's abode (v.27) which is said to be situated in

the southern direction, so he is called the lord of that

direction (v.11).

172. Gita as a part of Bhf§maparva in Mbh.
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This episode is referred to by the poet (v.104,107).
The submarine fire was created by Aurva, a son of Urvs
and Xrugi. The latter hid the child in dru with a view

173
to save him from Kartavirya.

- o — o

Apsaras are known as Amara yosid (§.379), Amarastri
(v.380), Apsaras (v.112), SurayuvatE (v.342) etc.

The name 'Apsaras' signifiesg their 'moving in the
water.' In Vedas Urvaéz is only mentioned. Manu calls them
as the creation of the seven Manus. The Ramayana and the
puragas attribute their origin to the churning of the
ogZin. They are called ’Wiveg of the gods' in general.!
Venkatadhvarin also calls them so. Puranas mention vari-
ous classes of tgzg. The word 'Apsaras' is usually used
in pfgﬁgl, but the gingular form is also being found.

Goldstucker gives a long exhaustive article on Aps-

aras where he says," originally these divinites seem to

175. Vide. . Mbh. Adi.171.21-22; Vy.I.47.

174+ 3G fy AR aRer SATRATZR Rolan o
I Agurmyg HETILVEHE LT sWERTA

175. The Vy. enumerates 14, the Hv.7. They are also divi-
ded in two classes in general viz. divine and worldly.
The former are said to be ten, while the latter in
34. Banabhatta also enumerates 14 families of Apsa-
ras in the description of Mahisveta.

176, QXU ez LHTRA )
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have been personifications of the vapours which are att-
racted by the sun and form into mist or clouds; their
character may be thus interpreted in the few hymns of
the Rigveda where mention is made of them. At a subseqgu-
ent stage...... ( their attributes exﬁanding with those
of their associates the Gandharvas), they became divini-
ties which represent phenomena or objects both of a
physical or ethical kind closely associated with that

177 :
life.® '

This is a class of a celestial musicians and beli-
eved to be a class of demi-gods. They are also said to
be a group of human beings, sons- of Ka§ypa and Ariqthg.
Their region is said to be the middle part of the Hima-
layas. Sometimes they are said to be sons of Kas&apa
and Asa or &Zii. This group of heavenly musicians po-
ssesses an agreeable voice to gll%s.

In Vié%agugédaréacampﬁ the poet selects the two ch~
aracters of Gandharvas namely Visvavasu and K@ééhu pro-

bably from TS.{1.1.11.1 and 1.2.7 respectively).

Kinnara (v.112):-

This is also a group of mythical demi-deities with
177. From Goldstucker's Dictionary quoted in HM p.20.

178. HM p.105-106. i
179. &V Friec 43747 <A

57/%7é3ﬁf'ﬁg%f (FTRTPA— |
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. 180
a human figure and a head of a horse or vice versa.

They are said to have made their abode on Kimpurusa mo-
untain or Kaildgsa. This celestial choristers and musi-
cians are said to have sprung from Brashma's toe with
the Yak§a?é1According to another account they are the

sons of Kadyapa.

Yaksa (v.112):=
faLsa

This is also a group of demigods described as at-
tendants of Kubera usually. They are employed in guard-
182

ing the gardens and treasures of Kubera. They are said

183

to have descended from Pulaha and Pulastya. They are
_ 184

called 'Ksudra devata' or inferior deities. They are
- 185

millions in number in the court of Kubera. According
to Pdm. they are born of Brahma's fifth body and asked,
" kim Rurmah' 'whabt shall we do?! Brahma told them,'ya-
kgsadhvam' 'perform a sacrifice.' So they are called Ya-
ksas. The word 'Yakga' 1s used in the sense of Brahman
in KXens Upagigad. They are said to have abode on Meru

rather in the region on Meru below the region of Vidya-

dharas. They do not possess specilal attributes. General-

180. Cf. Ragh.4.78;Ku.1.8;Nsc. 42 1,2... .+ i%
181, HM p.158. ‘

182. Megh.1.66; Gita10.23;11.22

183. Mbh.I.60.541.

184. Mbh.I.33;III.111.10=11.
185.Mbh.II.10.18.

186. Kena Upanisad IT.
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ly they are considered inoffensive, but sometiﬁes they
appear - as imps of evil.

" TPhe Kinnaras and Yak§as were probably names app-
liedlﬁo some Himalayan tribes, while Gandharva appears

to have been the original name of the people later called.
187
Gandhara. These names originally indicated certain tri-

bal people, although latter they came to imply classes o
188
of mythical beings."

T . i i o ot o T i

Bhuta:-
Brahmandapurana divides all the beings in four

189
groups as sprung from Dharma, Iévara, Kagyapa and Pulahsa.

Thig group belonged to Pulaha group.

God Rudra created through Sati as per order of Bra-
190 ) _ 191
hma or they are created from 'Bhuta' element. According
191 '
%0 Vy.they sprang from Krodha. In the beginning they li-

ved in northern part of India, but later on they migrat-

ed to Vindhya region according to Puranas. God Siva is

\

187. ¢f. Rar .7.101.11

188. Sircar D.C., op.cit., IHQ.,Vol.XXVII,No.3, p.234.
189, 1.3%2.88-98; 2.3.2-34;2.7.

190. Vide Brahmanda 2-9.68-78.

191. Vide Brghmanda 2.8.39-40.

192. HM, p.55.
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193
is closely associated with BhUtas. He is said to be th-
194
eir lord.

Ventkatadhvarin describes them as associated with
i
Siva and living in cremstorium (v.519).

L
Pisgca:i-

—. o " -

Vedas place them as lower than Raksasas. These are
the vilest and most malignant order of malevolent beings.

They are said to be eaters of unroasted flegg Rgveda
196 97
calls them P15301. A.V. knows them as Danavas. They are
198
companions of Raksas but rivals of manes and human beings.

Sometimes they are described as having a human form.
/199
Brahmana treatises know Plsacaveda or Dlsacav1dya.
200
One of the schools of A.V. is also known as Pisaca.

According to Brahmandapurana they are semi-deities.
Brahmandapurana classifies them as descendéd:from Pulas-

tya, Pﬁlaha and Agastya. They are said to bekworshippers
201 202
and attendants of Siva. Mbh. describes them as devils.
_ 203
They are also said to be attendants of BRrshma and Kubera.
204
and &1va with whom they practised penance in Gokarna or
205
Mufijavat. ‘
193.Markandeya: Devimahatmya; Vy.1.30.80-101.
194 ,Virabhadra: Vmn 4.17; Nandikesvara: Mts.131-182.
195 .Rgv.5.29.9.
196.Rgv.1.133.5.

197.218.4;4.20.6-9;36.4;37.10;5.29;4-10;6.3%2.2;8.2.12;
12.1.50.

198.75.2.4;1.1;K8.57.14.,

199.6G0.Bra.1.1.10; Asva. Srauta Su.10.1.6.

200. Go,Bra.1.10.

201.Brahmanda 2.7.88-170.

202.Mbh.Drona 48.47s 142.353;150.102;Vana 259.38.
203.Mbh.IT.11.%1. ’
204 .Mbh.Vana.83.23.

205.Mbh.Asran8.5.
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They might be living in north-west direction vig.
Dardistana; Citral, south of Kafiristhana or Lamagana.

Veﬁka?gdhvarin describes them as putting on bones,
sitting on bulls, taking poison (v.83), besmearing their
bodies with ashes, keeping matted hair, attending ceme-
tafy fire, having no clear pronunciation, destroying
with eyes (v.584).

This description of their form seems to be corre-
sponding to that of Bhutas in Vmn and.Br§g§§Q@a.

It is interesting to note that Venkatadhvarin des-
cribes them affecting human beings with eyes (v.524) or
entering the body (v.297) but according to Brahmandapura-
na they affect by digggses.

Rinéing of the bell (of Hari particularly) drives
away such evil spirits, as Veﬁkaﬁéﬁhvarin declares (v.
297) .

Vetala:-

Vetala is a group of Pisdcas eating flesh and dri-
‘ 208
nking blood on the battle-field. They are also associat-
209 210 )
ed with Siva as attendants. According to Kalikapurana

Vetala is a brother of Bhairava. Vetala practised penance

206. PCK p.530-581.
207.2.7.88-170.
208. BhE.2.10.39.
209. Mts.259.20.
210. Siva.Sat. 14.
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on Samdhydcala and by the grace of Vasistha he had da-
rgéha of giVa and by the grace of the goddess Xamakhya
Vetala attained chief position among the attendants of
éava. The same Purana gives an account of its several
groups as Vetala haunts cemetaries»and animates dead
bodies. |

Venkatddhvarin describes VetZlas like Bhutas of
éiva (v.519). The effect of Vetala can be removed by

Uccatanamantra (v.52).
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Section : ITL

- ———— v ¢

- — ——— oy

Here in this section the names of various demons
connected with different myths are given with their ide~
ntification.

Agha (v.129):-

He was an attendant of Kamsa, brother of Bakasursa

and Putand. He assumed a form of a python and tried to
211 |
gulp Krsna, but the latter killed him.

——— —— — — -

Andhaka was a son of Hirag;ékga. Once he came to
kidnap Pérgégi: Siva could not kill him. Visnu destroyed
this demon whom god éiva made an attendant on account of
his deé%ion. According to another legend Andhaka, son of
Kaé&aﬁa and Diti, with a thousand arms and heads, two th-
ousand eyes and feet, and called Andhaka as he uéed to
walk like a blind man, was slain by é&va when he attempt-
ed to carry off the Parijata tree from heaven. So Siva
is often called 'Andhakari' 'foe of Aiggaka.

Baka (v.130):-

According to Brahmavaivarta Sahotra gandhrva was

211. Bha.X.12.
212. Linga. 1.94.
213. Pdm.Sr. 46

. N !
214. Vide for this legend Mts.178-179; Siva.Rudra yu.48;
Pdm.Sr.83.46;SKD.5.3.45; Dbh.5.6; Vy.97.81-88.

215. HM, pp.15.
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! - T
punished by Siva for steeling lotuses from Parvati's
lake. Consequently he was born as a demon. He was ally

and friend of Kamsa. S0 in the guise of a crane he tri-
216
ed to gulp Krsna but the latter slew him up.

Bala (v.130):-

. 217
He was a son of Kasyapa and Danayu. He is akse
. 218
said to be a son of Diti and Kasyapa or a son of MEya-

sura.

Indra killed Danayu's son when he was fighting on
219
behalf of Hiranyaksa. It i1s also said that Indra killed

Diti's son, Bala,zggen Aditi, Indra's mother supplied
information about\Bala. Bala, son of Mayasura was also
killed Igg;a.

Veﬁka?é&hvarim does not give exact name of any
Bala mentioned above. Only he refers to Bala killed by
Indra for which he was called 'Balabhit! So he can be

any one of these Balas.

Bali (v.307,310):-

He was a grand son of Prahlada and a son of Viroc-
222
~ana. The name of Bali is referred to in connection with

216. Vide Bha.X.10; SKD.A.12.

217. Mbh.I.65; SKD.1.4.14.

218. Pdm.Bhu.23.

219. Pdm.Sr.67.

220. Pdm.Bh¥E.23

221. Pdm.U.6. . , .

222, Mbh.A.59.20;S2.9.12;8anti 218.1;Anu.98;Bha.6.18.16;
8.13; ¥m.23.77; SKD.1.1.18.
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Vamana. Episode of Bali and Vamana, narrated-'in details
223
is found in various puranas.

Venkatadhvarin refers to donation of three strides
« /
land, Sukra's prevention to give, Sukra's all efforts

in vain (loosing of an eye), three steps of Trivikrama
224 -
ete.(v.307-310 description of Trivikrama in Kahcivarnana).

Bana (v.130,332):-

225 226 _
He was a son of Bali and Asana or Vindhyavali.

He pleased Mahakala with Téﬁ@ava and asked him to give
]
a boon according to which Siva granted his ardent desire
227 . - ,
and lived in his capital. Venkatadhvarin has made indir-

ect reference to this (v.332).
The poet refers to fight between Krsna and B;@é:

sura omn account of marriage between Usg, Bé@ééura‘s dau-
228 °
ghter and Aniruddha, grandson of Srikrsna (v.130).

Dusana (v.60):-
i
Brother of Khara, an assistant of Surpanakha at

_ - 229
Janasthana i.e. Dandakaranya was slain by Rama.

Gajasura (v.337):-
{
Mahisasura's son Gajasura pleased Siva and desired

223. Vmn.23;77.22;Brahma.73; Kurmal.17;Bh8.6.18;8.13.
224, Bha.8;8.20-21; Vmn.91.92; Mbh.Sa. .SKD.24.10.
226.Mts.187.40;3Hv.2.116-118.

225. PCK, Pp.170-171,

227. Pdm. Sr.14.15; Siva.Rudra yu.5.1; Bha.10.62.
228. Bha.10.62-63.

229. Mbh.Vana.261.43; Bha.9.10; Va.Ra. Aranya.l19. 50,
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to be killed by Siva at K&Si where Siva pub on his blood
drippling skin and danced, hence éiva is known as thti—
vasas (v.316,325 pr.136).

Gajasura is also said to be a general of Tarakasura's

230. _
army and was killed by Rudra called Kapali.

——— —-—— -

1
He was a son of Brahmadatta, king of Salva and a

brother of pimbhaka. Both the brothers were the devotees

’ . 251

of Siva and ministers of Jarasandha. Krsna killed both
232 T

of them.

Hiranyakssipn (v.19,196,216) :-

According to Mbh. he was an only son of ﬁgéﬁapa

and Diti. According to another account he had a brother
named Hirapégisa. He married Kayadhu, a daughter of Ja-
mbhasura. He was father of Prahlada. Vism slew him in
leo-human form with nails according to a boon obtained
from Bigﬁﬁé.

This episode is found in almost all the puranas,
but some do not narrate the event of manifestation of

235
Nrsimha from a pillar.

230 .Mts.152; Pdm.Sv.34.

231, Hv.3.103-105.

232. Vide Hv.3.128; Mbh.II.13.40-42.

23%. Bhd.3.14-17; but Mbh. says,'§é (u Ga. '

234. Vide Bha.7; Mts.160-162; Nrsimha 44.16; Hv.1.41;
39.71; Linga.1.94; Pam.U.238.

235. Hv.3.41=47; Mts.161-164; Brahmanda 3.5; Vy.38.36.
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Name of Hiranyaksa is not directly mentioned (v.

387). According to one account he had a brother named

236 .
Hiranyaka$ipu, while according to Mbh.he was only son

237
of Diti. Visnu rescued the earth taken away by this de-
) 238
mon in Rasatala in Svayambhuvamanvantara age. Vismu kill-

239 ~ - 240
ed him in Yajnavaraha incarnation.

- —— —— -

‘ 241
He was, one of the ten generals of Taraka's ammy.

. . . 242 . 242(a)
He is also said to be a friemd of Bali. Indra slew him,
hence Indra is said Jambhagasana (v.58) or Jambh3sura .

(v.214).

Gandharva Visvavasu was born as a demon in Danda-
kéra@yé where Rama killed him on the way after completion
of the cremation ceremony of Jatayu and passing to the
hermitage of Agastya. The demon Kabandha advised Rama to
take assistance of Sugriﬁa to serve his puigése.

Kamsa (v.129,130,441) :-

- Demon Kalanemi was born as a son of Ugrasena, a

236. Bh3.3.14-17.

23%. Mbh.Ssnti.208-10.

238. Lingatl.94,.

239. Pam.Sr.75; Bha.3.28.

240. Mbh.S&nti 260; Mt5.47.47;5247~248; BhE.1.3.7;2.71;
241, Va.Samhita 30.16; Sam.A.12.65.

242. Bh.8.11.13.

242(a). Mbh.Vana.102.

243.Va.Ra.Aranya 69.73; Mbh.Vana.279.

.
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Yadu- king of Mathura whose wife Pavanarekha was enjoyed
244
"by a demon Drumilaka. He believed the aerial speech and

killed his sister's i.e. Devaki's seven sons. But eighth
child Krsna was saved and the latter killed him in Math-
245 T

urg. Venkatadhvarin refers to Kamsa's destruction (v.129,

130,441).
Kayadau (v.216) :-

Jambhasura gave his daughter Kayadhu ‘in marriage %o,
Hiragyakaéipu. She is referred to by the poet as a mother
of Prahlada. Narada saved her when Indra was taking her

gway during the period of her pregnancy and preached her
246
rather a child in womb Visnu's devotion. The name of Ka-
247
yadhu is also mentioned in TR,

. Khara (v.60) :-
—_ 7
He was a son of Raks and Visravasa. He was brother
/ 248 249

of Dusana and Surpanakha and a step-brother of Ravana.

Kumbha (v.42) :=

———— -

- — Y 4
Padarthacandrika, a commentary on Vis.(v.42) calls

him to be Ravana's son. But really speaking Kumbha and

244, Mbh. A.31.

245.Bha.X.36-44; Vy.96.176;179;298; Garudasamhitdl.6; Hv.
2.28"‘30.

246. Bha.6.8; Mbh.Bhisma 9.

247. 1.5+9.

248, Vé}Ré)Aragya 3;Mbh.Vana.261.43.
249. WMbh.Vana.257-258; Bha.9.10.
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Nikumbha were Kumbhakarpa's sons through Vajrajwala or

Velrajwils. The two sons were killed by Sugriva and Ma-
- 250
ruti respectively. Kumbha was an elder son.

Kumbhsakarna (v.66):~

———— — - o~ —
-

, 251 _ 252 _
He was a son of Visrsva and Kekasi or Kesini and
253 254

brother of Ravana. He was killed by Rama or Laksmana.

Madhu (v.369,4%6,461,544,594) :-

i o o o -

Madhu and Kaitabha were born from excretion of

Visnu's ga%s. Visnudharmottara calls them born of Brahma's
o 256 -
perspiration. According to Pdm these two demons were born
257 258
from tamoguna of Brahma. Madhu was too much delicate.

They are also said to be born of the two drops fallen on

259 260
navel lotus of Visnu. Visnu killed them, hence Vigmu 1s
261 LI ] LI §
called Madhusidana. According to another account he was

262
a demon in Hiranyaksa's army and was killed by Vism.

s — o — >

14

He was a son of TEQakQ-and Sunda, and was elder br-

250. V&.Ra.Yu.75+77.

251. V4.Ra.Yu.13.60-70; Mbh.286.27.
252, Bha.

253. Va.Ra.Yu.60~-67.

254. Mbh.271.17.

255. Dbh.1.4.95;

256. I.15.

257. 8r.40.

258, Mbh.Santi.355.22=23.

259. Mbh.Vana.13.50.
260.Pam.Kriyd 2;Mark.78; Hv.3.13.
261. Mbh.Santi.200.14-16.

262, Pdnm. S?.70.
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263
other of Subzhu. He was thrown away with an arrow into

the ocean from where he sought shelter in Ravana's king-
dom. He assumed a form of golden spotted antelope on re-

quest of Ravana in abductionvof Sita and tempted her for
- 264
the skin. Rama killed him. Shri C.V.Vgidya takes this

golden antelope episode as an interpolated one. Venkata-

dhvarin refers to the event of his killing by Ravana (v.

z

61, 412).

Mura (v.1,21,123,126,130,463) :-
265 , 266
He was a son of Talajangha or of Kasyapa and Danu.

He was a follower or an attendant of Naraksasura and was
267 ; 268 _ 269  _
killed by quga on Svetadvipa threugh Yogamaya.

He was a son of Kas§apa and %Zgu or Simhika and was
killed by Indra with §Z;m.

The episéde of destruction of a demon Namuci cont-
alns the seeds of Nrsimha incarnation as far as the way‘

of destroying the demon is concerned. He is also said to

263. Va.Ra.Bd. 25,

264. Va.Ra.Aranya.40-44; Mbh.Vana.278.
265. Pdm.U.%6.50.

266. Mbh.Vana.60-61.

267. Bha.X.59.

268. Vmn.60-61.

269. Pdm.U.36.56-80.

270. Mbh.A.59.22;Santi.219; Sa.4.20.
271. Rgv.8.14.13,
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o 273
be a general of Hira%?akasipu or a follower of Vrtra.

Vamana sent him to patala along.with Bali for being his
assistant. According to another account he was an assi-
stant of Hiranyaksa and was killed by Indra.

Naraka (v.228):-

274 -
Krsna killed.He was the son of Bhumi (earth). Muras
275

was his assistant.

J

He was an eldest son of Hiranyakasipu and a devo-
tee of Visnu. Visnu's Leo-man incarnation was to protect
276 oo o
him.

Ravana:~—

I~ - - ——-

Venkatadhvarin refers to him by the various names
such as REVgQa (v.28,66), Daéééya (v.44), Dasanana (v.
39), Panktimukha (v.475), Panktivadana (v.332) and Pau-
lastya (v.45).

Ravana was a grand son of Pulastya (so he is call-
ed Paulastya) and a son of Vidravas and Pugpotka?;. He

277 -
was born with ten heads. He pleased Brahma with the severe

272. Mbh. 3a.

273. Bha.6.10.19.

274. Bha.X.59.

275. Vide Hv.2.63; Pan.U.288; Kalika 39.40.

276. Bha.7; Mbh.A.59; Visnu 1.16,17; Pdm.Bhu.5.16.30.
277. Va.Ra.U.9; Mbh.Vana.275,276.
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278
austerities. He became over powered with a boon obtain-

ed from Brahma and he harrassed all bthe three worlds.
279
He deprived Kubera of his Puspaka aeroplane. He defeat-
280

ed an%3$illed many kings. Yama also could not stangsébe‘

fore him. He harrassed Nagas, Varupa and Vedavati also.
283 _ 284 a)

He raped Rambha. Indra also became victim of his attect.

All such events are suggested by the poet{v. 39).

When he went to Vali with a view to frighten and
harrass, Vali tied him up with a tail and visited all
the seven oceans for bath and to offer water to manes
and lastly imprisoned him with Angada's cradle. But Pula-
stya interfered and he was set free, hence forth he bef

284

came a friend of Vali in the presence of fire.
-285 7

Name of Ravana suggests 'Sudarunah R&vanah' or 'Sa-
286 ’ !

trnem ravah utpadayita! Pargiter understands the word as

a Sanskrit form of a Tamil word 'Iravana' used in the
/

278. Va.Ra.U.10.

279. Va.Ra.U.10=15.
280. Va.R&.U.18-20.
281. Va.Ra.U.20-22.
282. Va.Ra.U.17.

283, Va.Ra.U.25-36,
283 (a). Va.Ra.U.29, 30,

284. V&.Ra.U.34. All these events of Ravans's harrassments
are suggested (xx Vid.v.39).

285. Va.Ra.Aranya.16.29.
286. Vs.Ra.Su.23.8.
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287 -
sense of king. Kamil Bulke opines that Ravana and his
. 288 ’
descendants resided in Madhyapradeéa.

His name Daéamukha Or his ten headedness seems to
be allegorical. Really he possessed only two hands and

289
one head.

S - s e >

He was an elder brother of Marica and a son of Su-
nda and T§Qaka. Rama killed, when Rama was engaged in: pr-

290
/ . Y s
otection of Visvamitra's sacrifice.

R T Pt

He was an attendant of Xemsa. He assumed a form of
a cart in Gokula with a view to kill Krsna whose cradle

291
was tied up with it. But K;gna killed him with kicks.

——— A W - "~ —— -

He was a son of Vajranga and Varanga. He was kille

- ¢
ed by Kartikeya, a child of seven days born of Siva and

- - 292
Parvati as per boon obtained from Brahma.

287. Parg. 277.

283. Ramakaths pp.123.

289. vélaéiSu.zz.ze;Yu.4o.13;45.46;107.54.57;109;32;
110.9=103111.34.37;

290. YV3.R3.B&.25,26.

291. Bha.X.7,8; Hv. 2.6;5.20; Visnu 5.6; Pdm.Bra.13;U.

- 245, ]
292. Mts.147.159 or 130-139, 146; Pdm.Sr.42.62,
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Tadaka (v.59):-

She was a wife of Sunda, a2 son of Jambha and a mo-
ther Subahu and Marica. Vidvamitra insiéted upon killing
her and Rama killed her on the way to hermitage to Vig—
v§§?£ra. She is also said to be a daughter of Yaksa Su-
ketu.

Vibhisana (v.21,67, Rékgasg: v.41) 1~

- 295
He was a younger brother of Ra&Vana. He pleased Bra-

hma with penance6and asked from him for good intellect
29
and faith in Dharma. He opposed Ravana's intention to
297 _ .
kill Hanuman and advised to return Sita but all his eff-
orts were in vain. So lastly he left Ravana's side and
298 - 299
Joined RZma. Rama gave throne to him and coronated him.,
Venkatadhvarin refers to his devobion towards Rima.
He takes a notice of presenting god Ranganatha, = family

deity of Rama to Vibhisana at the occasion of Rima's co-

ronation on the throne of Ayodhyé (v.441).

293. Va.R4.B&.25-26.
294. PCK. pp.242.
295. Mbh.Vana.275.
246, Va.Ra.U.10.
297. Va.Ra.Su.52.
298. Va.Ra.Yu.9=%6.
299. Y&.Ra.Yu.122.
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—— - ———— -~

He was a éOn of Jambha and Satah?déi He was Tumb-
uru Gandharva in his previous birth. Viradha met Rama,
Laksmana and Sita on the way in Dandakaranya rather in
Kraica jungle, as they proceeded on from Citrakuta on-
wzgas. He showed a way to the hermitage of the sage §a~“

rabhanga t0 Rama.

300. Va.Ra.Aranya 24.12; .-
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Section : IV

- — - 2 —

s ot S s . o ot o S v s . e o o o - 1o+t o T - "

Here 1in this section all the mythological person-
ages referred to by the poet are identified and the my-
ths referred to are also given.

Agastyai-

- . -

From the semen of Agni and Vayu or Mitra -Varuna,
fallen in a pot, Agastya was born, hence he is called
Agastya (pr.97), Kumbhidimbha (v.278), Kumbhaja (v.108)
and Kumbhasambhavah (v.66).

His drinking up of the ocean (v.66,108,245) was
with a view to destroy the demons K&lakeya.

He crossed the mountain Vindhya whom he stopped
raising up and commanded to remain in the same position
till he returned. But Agastya‘returned never. He made
his abode there in the southern directio%, hénce the
southern direction is known by his name ag;o (v.278).

Agastys made South India his home and later on he
composed a grammar of Tamil language (v.245).

Ahalya (Mahisim reisimhasya : v.40):-

s v ot Ko e s e e g . e s g s PR T P s {0t i e

Ahalya was a very beautdiful woman and the wife of

301. Cf. SKD Kasikhanda, Pdm.Sr.19.186; Mbh.Vana.103.
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the sage Gautama. She was seduced by Indra, who had to
suffer for his adultery. The sage Gautama cursed Indra
to have thousand holes emerged on his body. Gautama exp-
elled her from his hermitage, apd deprived of her prero-
gative of being tne most beautiful woman in the world,
‘or, according to another account, he rendered her invi-
sible. She was regtored to her natural state by Rama and
reconciled to her ggsband. This seduction is expalined

© mythically by Kumarila Bhatta as Indra (the sun's) ca-
rrying away the shades of night ~ the name Ahalya, by a
strained etymology, being made to signify 'ggght.' Some-
times the episode of Ahalyoddhsra is interpreted as Rama

xnade‘Ahalya’unploughed stone like land' worthy for agri-

culture.

A hero of Mbh is famous for his valour (v.29) and
304
rivalary with Karma (v.157). He is called Partha as he

is a son of Prtha or Kunti(:v;29).3e is called Arjuna
on account of hig fame (being) bright in colour and deeds

,205
according to Dharmasdstra.

302. Vide for the episode V&.Ra.B5.48;U. 38; Pdm.Sr.54;
A.Ra.3XxR%x Sara 1.3; SKD.1.2.52; Gatieda 1.31.

303- HM pP08‘9.
304. Vide Mbh.A.126;178;U.137,144; Vi.43-46;Karna63.66-67.
305. Mbh.Vi.39.18:



Apastamba (v.138):-

He is an ancient writer on ritual and suthor of
sutras connected with Black Yajurveda and Dharmasdstra.
Two recensions of Taittiriya Samhita are ascribed tos ’

... 306
him or his school.

- —— ;- o -

He was a son of Dilipa and a king of a solar race
who practised severe austerities with a view to bring
down heavenly river holy Ganges from heaven to set free
his fore-fathers, Sagara's sons from their Pretatva, ob-
tained as a punishﬁent for disturbing the sage Xapila.

Bhagzratha pleased Ganges, originated from Vignu's
foot, uplifted in Vamana incarnation and worshipped by
Brahmd with water of his Kamandalu (v.304). Tord Siva
holded up her in his matted hair (v.75,76,304) and let
her flow on Bhagiratha's regquest. Further Ganges disturb-
ed the Jahnu's sacrificial altar. Consequently he drank
her up and let her flow from the ear on Bhagifatha’s re-

quest. Hence Ganges is known as Jahnu's daughter (v.111).

Lastly she is called Bhaglrathl as she was brought down
307 -
by Bhagiratha.

306. Bx HM pp.19 -

307. Vide for Gangavatarana epilsode: Jahnu: Mbh.U.17.9.3;
Bhi.115.52; Bhagirathi: Anu.139.7; Asva.2.7;Hv.I. 153
Néarada I.15;Brahmavaivarta I1.10; for episode:-Mbh.
Vana.107;Vd4.Ra.1.42-44;Bh5.TX.9.2-10; sVy.47.37;88-168;

Brahm.78;Vignu4.4.17;Pdm.U.21;Hv.1.15-16; Narada 1. 15,
Brahmavaivarta 1.10.
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Ganga as a sacred river destroys the sins and setss

the devotee free from the worldly bondage whosoever dies
308
on her banks (v.75,78,572).

The myth of Gahga as a mother of Bhisma and the wife
p 309 )
of Santanu is also referred to by the poet{ v.327;pr.166).

proppel &b Pt i

, — -
Parasurama, born in the Bhrgu race as the son of Ja-

310
madagni destroyed ksatrias, but was defeated by Rama.

oy o o W o -

He was a famous king of a solar race, a son of Aja,
311 :
and the father of Rama.

Gangeya (v.327;pr.166):~

0 - o

— — /
Bhisma 1is known as Gangeya being a son of king San-
312
tanu and Ganga.

The name.of Gautama is referred to as Paéyaccarapa
in the sense of Gautama, husband of phalya. The poet
refers to Gautama as Ak§ap§da for the famous Walyayika
also (v.559). Such identification of Gautama shown by
the poet does not seem proper. Of course the name of
Gautama is known as the author of Nyayasastra and Dha-

_ 313
rmasastra.

308. Of. Gangilahari v.1,2,7,8,9,11,12,13,15,17,20,21,
25,28,29,53,34,35,42,43.

309. Mbh.Ad1.91-93;94.22-25.

310. Vide_episodes from R3makathad 'Ramal
311. V4.Ra.Ba.6.

312. Mbh.4d1,91-93;94.22-23.

313. Siva.Uma.2.43-47;4dbhutaramayana 5.4.
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_..,_._.__,._..._,,___....,._...._.,,_,,__-..__,___.__.______

He was the king of S;ﬁgaverapura who welcomed and

helped Rama in crossing Ganges. He is also said to have

_ 314
gone to Citrakuta along with Bharata.

Hanuman: -

- - - -

Hanumian is called Pavam3ni (v.63) and Samifaja (v.

70). He is so ca_ lled because he was a son of a monkey

315
chief called Kesarl and Anjama by the grace of VEyu.

According to Anandaramayana he was born of ! ngana as

the latter had eaten some portion of payasa which was of-
316
fered to the queens of the solar king Dadaratha. AW acc-
317
ount of his life is narrated in many puranas.

Haihayapati :-

———— v v -

Sahasrarjuna (v.29) or Kartavirya Arjuna was a
king of Haihayas. He had one thousand arms, later on
cut off by Parasurama. According to Visnupurana he is
represented as descendant of Halhaya of Yadu.race. But

318
he was associated with the out-lying border tribes.

314, Va.Ra.Ayodhya.84-97.

315. Va.Ra.U.20; Siva.Sata.

316. Vide PCK pp.1099-1102;PKK.685-698;HM p. 116-117

317. Vide Pdm.Pa.114;U.66;Narada 1.79.efc.

518. Mbh.Vana.115;Narada 117.6; Nts.68;Ganesa 1.172-173;
Mark.17;Va.Ra.U.31-33; Visnu 4.11; A.RZ.SaTa 13; Bha.
9.15; Hv.1.33; Pdm.Sr.12; Agni.275; vigr_mdhamottara
1.23.
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Karandikara in his essay on 'Navakala' ({1932-93)
interprets Sahasrarjuna as establishing relations and
took assistant thousand Navikas with a view to take off

wealth possessed by Bhargavas, people of tribe on weste-
319

rn sea-shore.

- - —

320
Jahnu's name is referred to as a father of Ganges.

o e e s oo o

- /327 o
He was a son of Aruna and Syeni..3ome call him a

son of Garuda. He is called Grdhra because he was the
king of vultures. He is mentioned as the brother of Sa-
jégti (v.346). This mythical bird was Rama's ally, fou-
ght very furiously with Ravana and sacrificed himself
in order to protect Sita. Rama himself perfo%med his fu-

323
neral rites( v. 347).

. s Ko e e oo

He is referred as Kaka (v.21,41). He was a son of
_ 224 R
Indra and Pesulomi or Saci. Once he harrassed Sita. 3o
" Rama punished him with an arrow of straw (v.71,73).But

lastly Rama punished him by taking away his one eye only,

319. PCK PP.393.-

320. Vide Gahgavatarana episode under Bhagiratha.

321. MhlkxkxtGfxdyBaxexi®@x¥. Mbh.L.60.67;Va.Ra.3.14.3, 33.
300, Va.R2.Ki.56.4.

323. Va.Ra.Ara.67.23;28.26.36; Wbh.Vana.279;A.Ra.54ra.7;
V&.Ra.Aranya.50-52.;68.26+36.

%24. Mbh.A.166.4;BhZ.6.18.7.
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when he surrendered. This episode is not found in the
Critical Bdition of Ramayana. But it is given in an ap-

325
pendix.

R

He was Puranjaya, king of Tksvaku race who sat on
Indra, who took the form of a bull and faught with a de-
mon Adibaka and killed him, hence he was named as Kaku-

326
tstha or rider on hump.

She was a daughter of king Kekaya Aévapati and the
youngest queen of the king Dasaratha. She is referred to
as a co~-wife of Rama's mother Kausalyé. Rama gave up his
right on throne for her pleasure rather her son as per
boon asked from king Daéarathg i.e. kingdom for Bharata
and fourteen years exile for égga(v. 43).

Kapi (v.21,41): Taken under 'Sugrival

—— - v—

He was a son of Kunti, but brought up by Radha, he-

nce he is better known as Radheva. He is wellknown for

325. Critical Edition of Ra. Appendix I.26 pp.686-687.
526. Bha.9.12;Dbh.7.9;Pdm.Sr.38;Va.Ra.

327. Va.Ra.Ayoddhya.11.25,26.
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308
rivalry and enmity towards Arjuna.

t

She was a wife of a solar king Daéaraﬁha and a mo-

ther of Rama. As she was a daughter of Kosala king Bhan-

uman. She is better known as Kausalyéﬁas belonging to

Kosala country.

f J—
Krgna's grace affluenced Sridaman, ragged clothe,

his 0ld classmate and friend and suddenly elevated. Bha.
- : 329
1 —
does not give name Sridaman or Sudaman but Xuecaila. Sa-

- — 330
tyavinayakakatha gives his name Sudaman.

Laksmana:-

A son of king Dasaratha and Sumitra, and a brother
of Rama. He was ever ready to assist Rama in exile or at

Ayodhya. He was loving his brother most. S0 he is famous
331

for towards his brother Rama. 30 Rama is mentioned as
h

—
'Smmmhsgmﬁxwﬁ(mzﬁh
Madana: -

! B _ ’
Siva reduced Xama to ashes for inspiring Siva with

amorous thoughts, while he was engaged in penance. Sﬁva

328 .Mbh.k.136;U.144-146;Karna 90-92.
329.Bha.X.80-81.

330. Vide PCK pp.144; PKK. pp.125.
331. Vide Va.Ra.Ayo0.21.16-17,25-27.
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afterwards relented and allowed him be born again as Pr-

332
adyumna” son of Rukmlnl or Maya or delusmon .

- ——, - . - —

He was a son of Yuvanaé&a, a king of solar race.
He was bgrn of father on account of drinking up concecra-
ted water according to Visnu and Bha. According to Hv.
and other puranas ﬁe was born of his mother Gauri in

a natural course. Indra gave him a finger to0 suckle
333

'Mam ayam dhasyati,' hence he was known as Mandhata.
’ 334
Va,Ra. mentions him as killed by Lavana. Rgveda knows
335

him as a holy man. Ludvig identifies him with Na?ohaga.
In puranas he was famous as a warrior and donor. Venkat~

336
adhvarin refers to him as a famous king on earth.

s . o S e L

’
He was a son of a sage named Mrkanda, upon whom Si-
va bestowed long life on account of his remarkable aus-

337
terities.

-~ i .

He was a son of Ayu, the eldest son of Pururava. ™

He was a father of Yayati. He was dethroned by seven Rsis

332. Mbh.A.61.97;4nu.158.39;Visnu 5.26;Hv.2.104-107; Bha.
X.55;Brahmavaivarta 4. 112 Vide for names and epi-
thets the myths on Kama in sectloan. |

333. Mbh.Vana.126;Drona 62;Bh&.Y.6;Visnu 4;Mbh. Santl 29.
124,

334, Rgx Va.Ra.U.67.

3%5. Rgv.1.112.13; 8.349.8;10.2.2.

336, Vy.88.

337. Agni.20.10;Vispu I1.10.3; Warada 1.4;Bha.4.1-45;12.8.
10;Mts. 103, 13—15,Mbh Vana.86.5;130.32;180.39;Anu.
146.4;Pdmn.Sr.33 etc.
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338
from the post of Indra.

Nala (v.29):-

Nala is a famous king, the son of Nigadhé ngasena
and a hero of ﬁala—DamayantEkathé'which became a source
to many epics, poems, dramas and‘czggﬁs. Pdm calls him
Nisadﬁédhipati and son of Virasena are same one. Linga,
Vy., Brahman@a and Hv. do not give name of a race and
call him son of Vliigena. Venkatadhvarln refers to him
as a famous king on earth.

Nala (v.476,483) :-

This monkey ghief was a son of Visvakarma and @Q;_
taci. He possessed power of making stones float on water.
He built up a bridge of stones, better known as. Ramasetu
or Nalasetu from Indiam continent to 2$ylon over which

3

Rama passed with his army to invade Lanka.

Parasara (v.304,548) :~

He is a Rgl of Vedic perioed, author of gnrti, Ayu-

rveda and Jyotlsw He 1is sald to be grandson of Vasigtha

342
and son of Saktl through Adrsyantl. Rgveda refers to him.

338. Mbh.Vana.195;Bha.6.13;18.2. 3,5bh.U’11.17 Linga.1.66;
59-60 ;Kurma 122 1+22.3-4;Mbh.A.70.75; Anu. 156-1573
Dbh.6.7-8;Vignu 1.24;Pdm.Bhu.105-117.

339. Vide for episode and’references Linga.I.66;Mbh.Vana.

50-77;8abha 8.10;Ganesa 2.52;Pdn.Sr.8;Vy.88;174;
Mts. 12 50;Hv.I. TS,Brahmanda 2.63;173~ 174

340.PCK pp. 350.

341, Mbh.Vana267.41;Vmn.62;SKD. 3. 142; kgrk Va.Ra.Yu.22.

342. Rgv.T7.18.2151. b5 73.
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Nirukts gives etymoliogy of the name 'parasxrnasya sthavi-
343

rasya J?Fye’ Thus he was born in old age after death of

344

Sakti. Venkatadnvarin refers to him along with great poets
(v.548) and author of puranas generally. Parasarasmrti,
B;hatparééarasamhité: qudhaparaéérasm;ti, Jyotiparééara,
NitisGstra (mentioned by Kauﬁilya) Par§éarasamhiﬁ§} Vrddh-
aparasara horasastra, Laghuparasari, Parasaryakalpa, Pard-
éaratantra, Vyddhap§f5éara; Hasti-ayurveda, Golak§aga,
V?kﬁajurveda, Pargéaravgstuééstra, Paraéarakevélaséra etec.
are ascribed to him which prove him to be learned in Dha-
rmasastra, astrology, science of medicine, but no literary
work is found ascribed to him. Only Vispu. and Bha. des-
¢ribe him wellversed in puranas and hlgiiry$ He was a fa-

ther of Vyasa (v.511).
Pancali (v.20):-

She wss a daughter of king Drpada of Péﬁbéla, S0

she 1s called Pancall. Venkatadhvarln refers to her in

346
the episode of Krgna's supplying clothes to her.

Puru (v.29):-

He is a sixth king of lunar race, youngest son of
Yayati and §armi§§hél His descendants were called Purura-
vas. ngﬂavas and Kauravas belonged to this race, while
34%. Wi.6.%0.

344. Mbh.A.167.15;169.3;Visnu 1.1; Linga 1.64.

345. Vlsnu 1.{, Bh3. 5.3. Mbh. (A057-63—- £
the father of Vyasa. 99) refers to as

546. Vide episodes connected with Krsna.
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347
Yadava belonged to Yadu race. He is a famous on account

of taking old age from hig father and giving youth back
in return. Venkatadhvarin refers to him as a famous king
on earth (v.29).

Pururavas (v.29) :-

———— - — - -

348
He was the son of,Budha and Ilz and a lover of Ur-
T 349

vabi. He had congquerred seven dleaS. Venkatadhvarln re—

fers to him as a famous king.

—— L o

- 350
He is an ancient king of Tksvaku race. According

to some puranas he was the son of Dlrghabahu and Grand-
gon of Dlllpa Khagg;nga. Mts. and Pdm. take him as the
son of Nfgﬁna. Raghuvamsa mentions him as the son of Di-
llpa and Sudaksina by the grace of Nzgglnz. He was the
first king of Ayoiﬁ?a. His valour of conquering all the

kings of all the directions and donation of gold to Kau—
355
tsa are the events that made him famous. The poet menti-

ons him with the other famous kings of earth.

347. Mbh.AX.70.%1.

348. Dbh.1.13.

349. Mbh,Santi.72. 73 REV.X.95;8at.Bra.11.5.1;Mbs.12.15;
145.115~-116;Mbh.A.70.16; Pdm Sr.8.12;Brahmanda 16;
Dbh.1.73;Bha.9.15;Hv. 1.11;Vy.91.49;Visauu 4.76.

350. Mbh.E.1.172.

351. Bha.9.1;Mbh.Vena.53.16; Vide PCK pp. i14-T13

352.Pdm.Sr.8. Vide PCK pp.714=T715.
353. Ragh.IT;Pdm.U.203
354, RaghxX¥x&k. Hv.1l. 15.25.
355. Cf. Ragh.IV & V.
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B o " g o -~ o

She is referred to in the episode of Krsna and
Radha.
Rama (v.29):~

Myths connected with Rama are already referred to

in section IT.

Most probably this é%maﬁgada is a solar king of
Ikgvaku race who had faith in Bkadasivrata. Brahmd dist-
urbed him taking a form of a beautiful lady Mohdni, but
1ast%§6Vi§pu revealed himself before the king and gave

him boons. Venkatadhvarin refers to0 him as a mythological

personage of whom the earth can be proud.

She was a lady attendant of a sage Méfaﬁga who 1i-
ved on western bank of Pampa. She welcomed Rama and La-
k§maqa, then she gave up her life in the holy ggZe.

§ivi (v.29):-

éibi Auéinara, known as Auéigafz was a king of Lun-

ar race. He is said to be a Vedic éiii. According to Mbh.

he was a grand son of Yayati or son of Mgﬁhavf; a daughter

356. Narada 2.36.
357. Va.Ra.Ara.74.17; Pdm.U.269.295; Va.Ra.Ara.10.1-44,
358. Rgv.X.179.1.
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359
of Yayati's daughter. According to some puranas his mo-

ther was Drsadva%l. Indra and Agni approached him in the
form of hawk and pegion respectively with a view to test
his love to prgggge. Vignu is also said to have visited
his place in guise of a brahmin to his love for alms-
giving. Veﬁkaqgahvarin mentions his name with the per-

sonages of whom earth can be proud.

§’1_1_1_g_e_1 (v.349) :-

He is known as Vaiyééakz; as he was a son of Vyass
through Ghrtac1, who approached him in the form of she-
nggot or & son of zginz He had learnt all the séétras.
He recited Bhagavata to the king Pagiislta. Venkatadhva~

rin refers to him as a devotee of Visnu.

e e, " sy S

The planet Venus or a preceptor of demons rather
a priest of Baii. He is also called Kavi, Usanas (as a
law-giver, Bhargava (son of Bh;gu,or Bhrgu race as his
patronymic name). Liﬁga calls him to be the son of sage
Aghora. He is referred to by Veﬁka@gﬁhvarin for prevent-

ing king Bali from donating three strides of land to -

' 359, Mbh.U.117.90.

359(a). Vide Vy.99+21-23;Brahmanda3.74.20-23; Mts.43.18.
360. Mbh,Vana130.19-20; Anu 67;137;5anti226.19.

361.Mbh.A. 57.74.

362, Mbh.S&nti.311.9=10.

363, Bha.l.4.43;1.19.16-28; Mbh. Santi 320.028- 30; Dbh.1.14.
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Vamana for which he is mentioned as 'Bhudanava' and loog-

ing his eye.

Sagara was a solar king of AyOdhjg and a son of the
king Bahuka. Rival wife of his mother gave poison as a
result of which he was born with poison, hence he is call-
ed Sagara (Sa=with,gara=poison). He made Yavanas to shave
thelr heads entirely; the éékas were compélled to shave.
the upper half of their heads; the Paradas wore their hair
k= long; and the Pahlavas let.their beards grow in obedi-
ence t0 his commands. For this the poet VeﬁkagéﬁhVarin
might have mentioned in the list of the kings and person-
ages of earth.

His wife begot 60,000 sons by the grace of the sage
Aurva. His souns were burnt by the sage XKepila who was
engaged in meditation for disturbing him. This solar king

364 ‘
also performed hundred horse-sacrifices.

— s s -

This mythical bird appears as a son of Visnu's ve-
hicle Garuda and brother of Jatayu and ally of Rama. Ac-

cording to another account he was the son of Aruna and
365
3 -
Syeni.
304, Vide Mbh.éénti.ZB.130;Bh§:9.8;Hv.1.14;Brahma.8; Vy.
88;V§1R5}B§.38;Vi§qu.4.B;Mbh.Vana.105—106.

365. Vide. Adhyatma Rz.Ki.8;Mbh.4.67.75;Va.Ra.Ki.56; .
Brahmanda 3.7.446;Vy.70.317;Mbh.A.60.67.
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—

Sugriva (v.44,66; mentioned as Kapi: v.21,41) :—

- — _— - " i o St ot YO Bl s e Rl A St IR A ot e N S O e Sy ey Sl WO D T S A s oy S v s o

He was born of a semen of sun fallen on the neck
of Rksa's daughter Vzggjé. He was brother of Vali. Su-
grzﬁa became friend of Rama. The latter gave a throne to
him by killing Ygii and the former helped Rama in getting

367 _
back Sita.

— - ———— . o - - S t7. o P o o Sl ol . SO I S . S i, P W

” -

He was a king of Mathura and father of Kamsa and
Devaki. He was deposed byKamsa:, butb K§§@a,'after killing
the latter, restored Ugrasena to tggone. Veﬁkaﬁgdhvarin
refers t0 his restoration to the throme by Krsna.

Vaideha (v.29):-

o o——— ——

Name of philosopher king Janaka Vaideha is well-
known in the Upanisadiec higsgry. It is a common name for
Nimi's descendants. Vaideha is a common name for a child
" of Vaié&a born through a brahmin lady. It is applied to
the people as well as kings belonged to Videha i.e. Tir-
hoot. Janaka was called Videha and S£f§2Vaidehi only for

this reason. Here the name 'Valdeha' 1is used for Sita's

father in the list of the personages of the earth. If

366. Brahmanda 3.7.214-248; Bha.9.10-12;

367. Xk Myths of Réméyaga connected with Rama referred to.
368, BhHa.X.45.

369. Cf. Tab.Bra. 3.10.9.21.
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one may take 1t for the famous phil6SOpher king Janaka,
then, he was a son of Nimi, who left no issue behind
him,., But the sages subjected the dead body of the king
to attrition and produced from it a son who was called
Janaka from being born withouk progenition and Videha
as born from a dead body. Szfg's father was one of his

370

descendants.

A - ——— - - -

He was an ancient Risi and family priest of Tksva-
ku race. He is referred to by the poet, as the coronati-
on of Rama was performed by SZ;. He was born from the
semep7§f Mitrgvaruqa fallen on the ground on looking
at Urvasi. Being most wealthy he is called Vasistha. In
Rgveda many hymns are ascribed to him.

— - _ -y V
Valmiki (Pracetass v.548; Vesundharasrtibhava v.545) :-

Valmiki, the author of Ramayana which he is said
to have seen, himself is described as taking part in
many sceﬁes such..as receiving of Sztgtat his hermitgge
and educatiig her sons Lava and Kusa are main events.
Of course such events are considered to be interpolated.

!
Invention of the Sloka metre is attributed to him, hence

370. Vide HM, pp.33%9-342.
371. Va.R2.B&.52.55-56; U.37.40; Gf.Urc. IIT.

372. Mts.201.30-31.
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he is called 'Adi kavi! VenkatZdhvarin mentions him as
Pracetasa in the list of the 0ld poets @eing worthy to

be propitiated by the world (v.548). Pracetasa, the tenth
son of Pracetas and Adikavi Valmiki were different. Pra-
cetasa was Dasaratha's fgzgnd. According to SKD he was
Dagyu in the beging. Veﬁkaﬁgdhvarin seems t0o agree, as

he calls him ‘Vasundhafééé%ibhava' or born of ant-hill
which clearly denotes the episode of his previoug life

375
(v.545). He is also known as Rhargava.

He was a son of Aruna who assumed a form of a da-
"nmsel and went to witness the dances of heavenly damsels.
And then he entered the region prohibited for men, gods
or any male person. Indra's semen fell on her hailr and
Sun's on her neck. Consequently Vali and Sugri%a were
born. Ahalya brought up them both. Rama killed Vali on
account of injustice done by hi% to Sugrz%a and restored

the latter to the throne of Kigkindha.
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Vyasa 'arranger' is a common title applied to many

373, Ya.Ra.U.96.18;47.16; Ba.1.1;2.4;4.4.
374. SKD Vai.21.
375. Mbh.Santi.57.40; Va.Ra.Ba. 9.3.

terpolated ; for their birth vide Va.Ra.Ki.16.27-3%9
and Vali's death Va.Ra.Xi.18-22.
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old authors and compilers, but it is specially applied
to Vedavyasa. He earned this name for splitting up Veda
into four Samhitas, compiling +the Mahabharata or arrang-
ing Pzzghﬁs. Veika@gdhvarin calls him Vedavyasa (v.138)
and the Mahabharata is called Vyasakatha (v.545).

Vyasa is the illegitimate son of Parasara and Sat-
yavatzi He was als0 called Krsna 'black in colour' and
Dvaipayana 'brought forth on an island' of Yagzié.

Puranas mention not less than twenty eight Vyasas,
incarnations of Visnu or Brahma to arrange ?nd promul-
gate the Vedas. Present ngsa is twenty eigégh.

He taught the Mahabharata to his five disciples
and commanded Vaiéampéyana t0 recite it on the occcasion
of Sarpasatra performed by Janagigaya. The Mahabharata
is called Kéfgpaveda because Krsna Dvaipayana Vy&asa is
author of it. Arranging of Vedas is also attributed to

381
him., Veﬁkapﬁdhvarin refers to Vyasa as old poet (v.548).

S g s e

He was a fifth king of a lunar race, son of Nahusa,

377. Uy calls him 'Purana pravakta' (60.11.21).Cf.Visnu-
dharmottara (1.74).
378. Mbh.A.54.2.

379. Dbho 1"“4—0 26"33-

380. Mbh.A.54. - ‘
381, FATL (LoniX AT TR 2t Sme )

Mbh.A.57.73.
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and husband of Devajéﬁz and éarmigggl According to Mbh.,
Vi§§upuféqa andPdm. he spent thousand of years for sen-
sual pleasure. But afterwardsmgis philosophical discu-
ssion with Matali made him viizgous. Rgveda knows him

as a performer of sacrifices with which Pu£Znas also ag-
522. Vehkatadhvarin enumerates his name in the list of
the famous kings and mythological personages born on

earth (v.29).

382. Bha.
383, Rgv.L.31.17;X.63.1;IX.101.4~6;Mbh.A.70-80;81.88;
Mts.34.88; Bha.9.18.
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In this section the legends orimyths woven around
the sacred places and deities are given in the alphabe-
tical order.

L e
Badarikasrama:

—— < 0" - " - —— - -

Venkatadhvarin has pointed out in the description

of this place that those who take bath in the reservoirs,
384
would be granted salvation by the grace of Lord Narayana

(v.35).

—— " . T o $O5 ot SR 7o e S o WO eGPy T S, o -
.

Kairavini, a reservoirs near the temple of Partha-
sarathi is known as Triplicane today. In the description
of this place the poet has taken notice of such myths and
legends woven around the miracle of this place. But no

385
myth or legend is referred to by the poet.

;.‘(384.3!?’3*\.3! mfﬂ@ﬁ%; TA%M’&“%’W_’
AR R G X (AT

reenadyivi g2E 2sr wn (TR e (bl ;
W acfy dera A gaTrstrectads

Varaha (141.67) guoted in Tirthanka Kalyana p.58.
385. Vide for the identification of Triplicane and Can-
napattana chapter on 'Historical and Geographical
datal
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The Ganges 1s wellknown sacred river. Bath in her
wa ter, drinking of her water, rememberance of her etec.

also grant salvation to a devotee. Venkatadhvarin pro-
%86 : .
claims her unrival sanctity (v.76). The poet takes a
387
note of the Gangavatarana episocde (v.74-79).. Sanctity of

Ganges at Prayaga is also brought out (v.30).

Ghatikacala:

e e e i O o 2, S

One who climbs up Ghatikacala and has a dardana of
god Nrsimha for a Ghatika i.e. 24 minutes would be saved
from passing through-hell (v.218). This verse proclaiming
the sanctity of this place rightly corresponds to a verse
for V§§abhacala occuring in.Véi? Legends about the mirg-
culous power of removing the effect of Preta or ghost and
curing of the diseases are also woven around this gggty.

But the poet Venkatadhvarin has made no reference to it,

When the poet describes Jagannéﬁhaksetra, he points

-

386. Vide Gangavatarana episode.

337. Vide Bhagiratha and Gangavatarana episode.

798 guhraas LI E(fifthT{ﬁ’<a: “re
T =ER WO (ST 7320 A

(42.27).
389, Vide Tirthanka Kalyana pp.504.
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out that the presence of Lord Jagannatha gives pleasure
to a devotee because here by the grace of god final sa~
lvation is in his hand (v.112).

Jagannatha is the Lord of all people high or low,
rich or poor. So gll take Odana or food offered to god
together and all barriers of caste, race and faith are
trangggnded (v.113). |

Moreover the dead body remains like a piece of wo-
od, so there would not be any necessity of burning it (v.
112).

Here Lord'é image is made of wood (v.114). Accord-
ing to legendary accounts 1t was a hidden idol under a
fig tree or it was prepared by Viévakarméﬁ in the guise
of brahmin for a king Indradyumna. The legend is told in

39T .
varied detalls and additions at several places.

The description of Kancipuram rather the descrip-
tion of the sacred places from Vegavati to Dipaprakasa or

- - !
Dipraprakasa 1s connected with a mythical account of Bra-

390. Cf.II. pt.1.pp-44.
391. Cf.II. pt.1l.pp.44.
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hma's horse sacrifice, effort to destroy by Sarasvati
in the form of an over-ilooded rivulet and a protection
of a sacrifice by Lord Vgggy.

It is noteworthy that the order of the description
of the sacred places and temples is from east to west,
while the flow of the,river.and situation of the temples
connected with the event are from west to east according-
ly.

The Sthalapurgga containing local legendary accou-
nts known as 'Hastigirimahatmya’ occuring in Brahmég@apuw
rana is narrated in the form of a dialogue between two
sages Bhrgu and Narada. According to this myth it is
sald that Brshma had some pollution of mind on account
of which he stopped his work of creation. Divine voice
directed him to perform one thousand sacrifices in order
to purify his mind, when he was practising penance on
the bank of holy river Ganges. But on account of one re-
ason or the other he could not ﬁerform any ‘sacrifice.
Again divine voice asked him to perform at least one'

sacrifice in Satyavrataksetra and stressed upon it. Bra-

hmd, then, selected this place of Kéﬁbzburam known as

392. Varadaraja (v.271,272,273,275), Yathoktakiri or Ya-
thoktakrt better known as Setukrt (v.276,277,278, 279,

280,281), Eight-armed god Visnu (v.285), and god
2@ Dipaprakasa or Dipraprakasa (v.286,287,288).
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Uttaravedi or Grand altar for sacrifice.

Some misunderstanding made his consort Sarasvati
annoyed. She came in the form of an over flooded rivulet,
known as Vegavati to wash away the sacred area of Aéva— )
medha sacrifice.

Answering to the prayer of the gods particularly
of Brahmﬁ.?igpu tried to stoé her. God Vigpu lay down
flat and nude in the course of the coming rivulet on the
coils of K&iéegiforming a sort of bund till Brahma con-
cluded the sacrifice. So god'Vigpu became known as Setu-
k?t or Yathoktak;%.

On completion of the sacrifice Lord Visnu emerged
out of Uttaravedi and blessed gods and asked Brahma what
he needed. So Visnu is called Varadaraja who agreed to
remsin in the same sacred spot to bless his devotees for
all the time.

Venkatadhvarin describes Yathoktakrt or Setukrt god
lying as keeping his feet in north and hesd in south in
order to stop a rivulet flowing from west to east.

Local legends fill up the remaing warp and woof of
the above myth. As soon as Sarasvati‘created complete da-
rkness in ordér to puzzle Brahma and other gods, Lord Vi-
snu assumed a form of Dibaprakaéa or Dibraprakaéa and th-
en there was no more darkness. Then Sarasvatz.assumeé a
form of strong over flooded rivulet and began to flow to-
wards the sacred spot. Lord Visnu assumed eight handed
form (usually Visnu has four hands in which we find c L

nch, disc, mace and lotus). In this form Lord Visnu has
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arrow, flower i.e. lotus, knife or sword, disc, bow, ce-
unch, sula and mace. This eight handed Vi§pu tried to
stop her flood. Unfortunately Lord Visnu did nob succeed
in his attempt. Lastly Lord Visnu lay down flat and nude
in the course of coming rivulet on the coils of thousa-
nd hooded cobra till Brahma concluded his sacrifice. So
here temples are dedicated to Astabhuja Viggu and god
Setukrt ar Yathokpakgrzi Lastly on completion of the sa-
crifice Viggu emrged out of the sacred spot and blessed
Brahma and other gods, hence he is called Varadaégja.
Similar myth is also available in Padmapurana (Sr.)
which is connected with Pugkarakﬁetra. According to it
Vigyu directed Brahma to perform a sacrifice. ®Bvery thi-
ng was ready. All gods, goddesses and priests came to att-
end the sacrifice. Sé%itrz; Brahma's wife was late. ALl
were awaiting for her. When an Adhvaryu was sent to call
her, she replied, " she won't come till her friends turn
up." Brahma requested to have another wife to begin the
sacrifice in time. One Abhira or cowherd maid was found
out. Brahma married her. G5yatri, a cowherd maid partici-
pated in the sacrificial rites in the company of Brahma.
SEvitri, Brahma's wife was annoyed at this. As a result

393
of it she cursed the gods, priests etc.

393, Vide DPdm.or. (Anandasrama Bdition, 16=17; Pdm.pt.]
Samskrti Sansthana, pp.153-169.
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It is noteworthy that no mythical account of Tri-
vikrama or Kamiksidevl is referred to. But he points out
emergence of Tord Bkamresvara under a mango tree (v.320)
before his consort Uma (v.335).

According to Sthalapurana or local lendary account
Parvati, advised by éiva, made a sandy symbol of Lord
$iva on the bed of a streamlet called Kampé_(ﬁeﬁkatadh—
varin calls it Pampa. It seems both the names are current
there.) worshipped the lord éiva with intense love, pie-
ty and devotion. Lord éiva creates strong waves in the
rivulet Kampa as if to wash aw;y a sandy symbol of éiva.
Péivéti~hugged to bossom to save a saﬁ%‘symbol from flood.
Lord.sgva,;pleased with her intense love and devotion,
appeared before her and blessed gzi.

Kgﬁéi‘is an important sacred place as there are the
seaté of éiva and Vi§pu. This sacred place possesses .
temples of both the sects (v.337-339, 344)% The myths of
both the sects are woveﬁ around the sacred spots, temples
etc. to eluminate importance and sanctity of the place.

The poet proclaims the sanctity of the place and
says that a short stay at Kanci gives Sarupya salvation

to devotee either by Siva (v.336) or Visnu (v.340).

) —— /
394. Ekamresvara Sthalapurana, S
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Tt is noteworthy that in the description of Panda-
vaduta at the end of the description of Kaficipuram no

nmyth is referred to as regards a place or a deity.

—r

Kasi:

Constant presence of Siva is bestowing final ema-
ncipation or Sarupya salvation upon a devotee (pr.22,v.
86) who stays there (v.83), mx who gives clothes in alms
ete. (v.84) or who takes bath in the cold water of the
sacred river Ganges flowing there (v.85). Lord éahkara
himself preaches a mystiec "Laraka! spell 'Om namah gi-
vaya' or 'Rama' in the ear of a devotee at the time of

395
his death (v.87).

395. C¢f. Padarthacandrika on this verse:
AR ARSI ERTEYG 306 Az 44 (R a2k

IR \,\‘-—
According to 'IATH db; ' the word ' Taraka' is formed.
{ — -
Siva's 'Taraka' spell is 'Om namah Sivaya} but on the au-
thenticity of Ramayana Padarthacandrika considers 'Rima’

ti 11 'Taraka'; o T T Ui
a mygtic spe araka'; . ab‘izﬁyﬁf},'g et

IV W FATI Rl BT Y ) ”
PRI ﬁ%ﬁﬁgi}§zg vty Ral (s T AR
Kasikhanda of SKD. also opines so:

TR QR AEITIRPT TR AT TIK=TH

22 XA WA el NTRE eI ) |

o . < \(‘}l
SR ReTel D R (apal mrethm ey
Ay At 5. cavs (G ethaTd )

Thus the spell of 'Hama' 1is sald to g be Taraka spell

/
being preached by Siva.
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o 396
Death in Kasi is highly appreciated. A devotee

‘
would like to worship TLord Siva after bath early in the
morning. Tristalisetu guotes a verse from Sanatkumara-
- 397 '

sa mhita in support of this belief. Kasikhanda of SKD.

also supports the belief that Kasi is an abode of Tord

;398

Siva.

/ — .
Srirangam:

érﬁfaﬁgaﬁﬁmha of Srirahgam was formerly a family
deity of Rama and Dasaratha. Rama presented Ranganatha
to Vibhisana who used to carry an idol of Rahganatha to
Lanka on completion of coronation ceremony of Rama. On
the way he stayed at ériraﬁgam. Cola king and devotee
Dharmav?tta,‘who periormed severe austerities to please
the god after his visit to Ayodhya during the reign of
king Dadsaratha, came there for darsana. Tord éaﬁganétha
stayed there on account of devotee and did not move for
Lanka. Lastly Vibhisana alone went to Lazig. The poet

Veﬁka?gdhvarin also suggested this episode (v.411).

396. gp, BTEHT fr AR )
Y aln Ffalamat

7 N
397. 4T B% iy 4;cvnrr¥x%€Ea SN
WFTU-LARUN (e sn AT o
e B R U I |
398. 7%?4"\6—3?«'?1"3"(‘; A 1S >0 65!‘%-&‘& ﬁ‘mwm WW \.

(quoted in IL®
34?u¢4$1 624%?§;§T{h'ﬂ5ﬁ3ﬁ§§‘ﬁﬁTzs1ﬁﬂﬁﬂ—~4‘ 1

3T ST fc«g—r—?«i\?‘l ATer U ,ﬁﬂfzm\&(’h”‘- W
(Tirthanka Kalysna: Kasi).

399. érzrahgaméhétmya (Sthalapurana), pp.5-7.
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Many of the mythical and legendary accounts of
sacred places and deities occur in the description of
South India. Ih the case of the temples and sacred places
poet has established on support of general impression of
their sanctity.

Melukote (Yadugiri), Tirupati (Veﬁka?agiri), Kahcl
and S%Ifaﬁgam are four important valsnavite centres in
South India. Among the seven sacred cities Kahei is the
only seat of Visnu as well as éiva. Among these four se-
ats the poet has referred to legends and myths in mamx

much details.

- o v v o O 1 o S D 4 SO S o " i Mo o i, . ot W WS K5 o e e
-

Brahmandepurana lists twenty names of this mountain
400 ot ’

Veﬁka?agiri. Some of them are very common corresponding

to the names in many puranas. Seven names of Venkafagiri

-

401 { \
are very common. They are Sesacala, Vedacala, Garudacala,

Vrsagiri (names in Krtayuga); afjanadri (in Tretayuga) ;

- _ ) - 402
Ananddédri (in Dvapara) and Venkatadri (in Kali age).

400. Tirtha I.21-23:
401. Sthalapurana pp.5-6.
\ - T
A vy D s
< \Eﬂi N e \~5~cﬁffrf% cé?iﬁ\3§$ N
e gD A M AR g '

Vmn. Ksetra (24.106),
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Among these names the poet has referred to:

A . - /.
I. Sesacala. It is called Dandabikendrasaila (v.590),
"""""""" _mdva

fhanlksmabhrt (v.206), Kundalldharabhudhara (v.203), Pa-
nnaganaga (v.95,198, pr.88) , Sega salla (v.191), Uraga-
dharanzﬁhara (pr.81), and Vé%andhayak§m5dhara (v.591).
IT. Anaanadrl (v.199,596). —

III. l’egkai_c.agala (pr.78).

1]
It is called Sesacala because Sesa himself lies
4073

ther in the form of a mountain. The game mountain is

~ » - .
called Anjanadri as Angana practised severe austerities

404
on this mountain in order to get a son. Brahmandapurana

gives a myth in much details in connection with this
.. 405
name Anjanadri.

403.C2. PTeTE THIWL Dz Fayfmem |

BomyHR FRTIIH W RRTITH ST,

fmasm—q W%? Frean vl ngq}‘largha pt.1.34.18.
o Aow A9t - - - - -

. (= -
ATTATRT FOme AT Gy gl paprans 21

Brshman da. 2.41.
404, TRATDITHATRY B (Frion,
Tk T L

Varsha pt.1.36,29%

405. ¢f.Tirtha 4.51 to 5.67. (Venkatesvaram@hitmya p.
325-3%4). According to SKD. Brahma gave her boon

(pt.IV.1.64, 65)

3o A TMTE UL Al T OTI
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It is known as Venkatadri on account of power of

sanctity to destroy all the sins of a devotee or a com-
,406
plexion of nector and aisvarya. ZEpisode of Madhava is

sz2id t0 be behind naming this mountain Venkatacala. At
407
the end of the myth the etymology is also given. Another
- - - 408
etymology is also found in Varahapurana and Vamanapurana.

The sanctity of this mountain temts sages and devo-
tees to take birth as gerpent, mountain - hiil, bird, ti-
ger, deer, stone, creeper, cave Or even étrimulet (v.192).
The same idea corresponds with that of Varghapurgpa, Va—-

409
manapurana and Brahmandapurana.

106. 3o d RTA T - 2RUTy 00 Goveeeal
\o\>3; 05‘2,(\\—'—4";;)"‘ ’ Seerzei fr(a___@ %q?l erefer
Brahmanda (T irths
L e , 6.12).
7. & o @ﬂbf‘qruxﬁq a ;@3%.1 442?”f?x& ot

40 \ -
Sorr R 2RI ey e e n

2A

—%5£4 . Ib&g 6.43.
S T VL R > R s W B T
408, TR S YA o) ) 3 1
%ﬂﬁﬁggﬁtrzewi%erh7*4“1-‘%%\”f2713rfif% g
__ Varaha pt.1.36.31;Vmn 24.107.
405. Fegen wRo W (Fefats Carn 7SR |
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Here on this mountain God moves about for pleasure
in the company of his consort Laksmi (v.194, pr.75, v.195,

C 410
206) This is maintained in the Varzhapurana. So even

411
Sesa does not desire to go to Vaikuntha, Vlsnu s abode.

1. God Veﬁka@ega addressed some devotee 'father' and
asked for some drops of water from him.
2. In order to help some devotee, he carried away clay,
when a tank was under construction.
3. Lord éffhivééa put on the garland of clay flowers on
the crest-jewels. |

All these three episodes are referred to (v.197).

+The first episode seems to be connected with Tatam
chrga who was bringing water for god. Once god égzhivgéa
asked some drops of water to test his devotion.

Second episode refers to Anantarya, a direct disci-
ple of Ramanuja and who was deputed for Tirupati in order
to prepare a garden. God himself helped him by carrying

clay, when tank was under sonsbtruction.

T ["ﬁe oﬁgrz?q*q 13| (’Z }
410. ofg; 2—» o SR et e |

Varaha (pt.1) 58.14.

211, q?‘T?ifz {T&qﬁ>\ qT{ajx.qﬂ - |
L «T A STRgTH v /Py IARTE T )
2 THTR W Eieet 1n21ﬁ%ayfiaﬁa"ﬁ~;
4%§1% TV SEER T o

Adityapurana 2.16-17.
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Both the episodes are based on legendary accounts
and they are not found in Veﬁka?egvaraméhétmya. Padartha-
candrikg does not seem right in passing a remark that all
three episodes occur in Vehka@egvaraméhétmya . Of course
third episode is availlable there. Above two accounts atbe

-

provided by Sri ﬁnangafaCera and his son-in-law of ¥ahei

puram.

Third episode refers to a myth of a potter named.
thma of Kurva village. He used to worship the lord and
to offer Tulaszdala or holy basil made of clay tc an idol
of clay or wood. God accepted them and put on the top of
the golden flowers offered by king devotee Tog@amén in
order to deprive him of his pride of being ardent devotee

412
of Liord Venkateswara.

412. Vide Varahapurana(Pt-II) 10.81-102; Bhavigyottara-
purana 14.191-238. In the first there is no mention-
ing of Tulasidala offered on feet, but in second one
it is already mentloned. N

aroeratdgegg i oL
R IR ol e
_ errcr- aﬁﬂ @r—wﬁorﬁr& T |
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&E&’“yw qﬁ?ﬂ s@«n gnnrm W v 25y |
§’f5r <N ﬂ’Z"ﬁ‘?’%"‘?T -i"‘mv'L\ LA 2. V- (v.198)
'(’\ fnﬂrﬂ ,S'F?l ‘\’thl Wr{m o
Tfﬁf%IH°A“ vﬁ')j?, G nZ qii%; (v.199)
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Episode ‘of Drdhamati éﬁdra containg preparing of
garden and tanks. But ther is no mentioning of god ask-
ing for some drops of water and helping his devotee in
carrying away claf. S0 among all thase three episodes
only one is available in Vehka?eévaramﬁhétmya.

Dongtion of wealth:

- — S e W W’ T ¥ . S

Krsna of Bhagavata offered all wealth to his old
classmate, friend and devotee. Like Krsna Veéka?eévara
also donated all wealth to his devotee (v.199). Here Ven-
ka?édhvarin does not refer to a myth or a name of any de~
votee. But from Veﬁka?eévaraméhﬁtmya episode of a poor
brahmin devotee Bhadramati can be cited-as an instance
of this from SKD.

According to it Bhadramati, husband of six wives
and father of two hundred children, being poor desired
to visit Veﬁkaﬁagiri and to donate land thereon. Accord-
ing to the advice of his wife Kamini he approached a
well to do brahmin from whom he earned five hands land
in donation. He gave it in alms to some brahmin devotee
of Vignu on the bank of nganééanatiftha. As a result
Lord Vehkaﬁegvara himself revealed before him and gave
him all wealth for present life and salvation for here

413
after.

413. Vehkatesvaramahdtmya : SKD. (pt.1) 10.5,6,53,54,68
83.
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Miracle acts of Srinivaga:

e i i St e o W oy R e D o S S g S i e S . M T Y s

By the grace of god Veﬁka@es%ara a dumb starts to
recite a verse. A deaf hears it. A handless begins to ta-
ke down it due to full faith in Vehkatesvara. A blind
looks at it with wonder. A crippled one climbgs up the
mountain and a barren woman comes slowly on account of
nolding up a child (v.204). In Veﬁka@eévaraméhétmya Vara-
hapurana, Brahmandapurana and Adityapurana ascribe such

miracle power £o Veﬁkateévara without mentioning the na-
414
mes of the devotees. King Dasaratha is also said to have
415

practised severe penance there to get son.

414, O, ETH wxt vl T TR RTRMy 30
T3, TS, AT (7o BT, 3eSt oA AT =1 |
a@\aquwﬁ el g éﬁ%ﬁ“&”ﬁ~n@
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A belief regarding the mystical power of Vijaya-
raghava is noted by the poet in the description of Vi-
jayaraghava. According to the legend referred to a ba-
rren woman who desires to hgve a son come§ there and
sows the froasted mudga or green gram (usually froasted
corn does not grow). By the grace gnd miracle power of
the Lord Vijayaraghava grow up and a barren woman begets
a child (pr.143,v.348).

This legendary account does contain any authenti-
city of the puréqas. 3o this is a local legendary accounnt
woven areund in order to proclaim an importance of the

place and miraculous power of a deity.

Vik§5rapya where a temple dedicated to szargghava
is situated is known as Kuéasthalakgehra which revealed
its sanctity on account of severe austerities practised
by sage $alinotra (v.219).

God Viraraghava like Veﬁka?eé@ara at Tirupati is
famous for bestowing intelligence, mental peace, long

life, wealth, fame and salvation upon a devotee as a re-

ward of wealth taken ofr from him (pr.88).

Ao Tk q;%% qrul eEi%fg'rﬁk'gufaﬁZJ
T TE AT AR R S &
2R iy dremid R o
(Adityapursna 2.91-94).
415. Varahapurana 44.33.
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Myth atteches this Kuéakgetra with Maharsi ééliho—
tra who performeduaysterities in Punyavrataloka and God
Viraraghava was manifested before him in the guise of a
brahmin guest.

Here we may find the reflection of the legendary
account of Lakgmz who was born as a daughter of Dharma-
sena of Vik§§ragya and her marriage with szaréghava,
Prasdyumna's penance to have a son, éaﬁkara's getting
rid of Brahmshatya etc. in mentioning the tank named
H;t-tgpa—ngéiﬁf'(v.219). Lakgmitwas later on known as
Kanakavalli or Vas&&thl The poet refers to the name Ka-
nakavalli (v.221).

The topography and identification of the place
dre £ given in the chapter on Historical and Geographi-
cal datal! So it is not necessary to repeat here.

As a vaisnavite poet Venkatadhvarin could not
leave his pen without taking notice of a strong belief
among the Vaispavites that marking with white clay (é&e—
tamgttikg) brought by Garuda from évetadvi@a destroys
mental sins of a devotee (v.173). Similarly bath in a
noly tank is also believed to destroy the sins (v.174).

Sanctity of §§etam§ttik5 is dignified by a legend

woven around Ramanujacarya who dwelt there for sixteen

416. Vide Tirthanka pp.78.
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years and restored up this holy place. As legend runs,
it is said that Tirumana or é%etam;ttikg for holy mark
was exhausted during his stay at Tonda or Bhaktapur{:
God Narayans himself created huge Tirumana in ant-hill
in the midst of Tulasivana for him from where Ramanujé-
carya found an idol of Lord %1gpu. The poet has referred
to the anxiety of Ramanuja for white clay (v.173).

The poet does not refer to any mythical or legend-
ary sccount of Campakéragya, Devangyaka, Kurukanagara,
1 -

Sarngapani of Kumbhaghopam and holy river Tamraparni.

. — . . . ! .
Kurukanagari is a native place of Sathakopamuni.

417. EKalyana Tirthanka pp.327.



