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Allegorical p%ays have a significant place in the field
of Sanskrit literature. While on the one hand they contain some
important philosophical doctrines and discussions, they also
furnish some important clues about the contemporary social and

cultural conditions prevailing in medieval India.

The present allegorical plays — Svanubhuti and Rasikavinoda
preserved in the manuscripts are critically edited and evaluated
for the first time in the present thesis. The reasons for seleciting
these plays are mentioned in the Statement No.l given in the S&nop—

sis.

Here the technical proeedures in this thesis may be
mentioned; the transliteration of Sanskrit words and passages
is adopted throughout the thesis. The unspecified references such
as 1.2, II.15, V.18 etc. and p.4, 5.59 always refer to the plays
under study. Thus I.2 in case of the play Svanubhuti refers to
Act I and verse second ; 'similarly in case of the Rasikavinoda
I1:15 refers to Act II and verse number fifteen. Moreover p.4 or
p.59 refers to the Devanagari page number (i.e.¥, Ye) of the
critical text of the respective play. The photocopies of the first
and the last folios of the manuscripts of the blays under study
are included in the thesis to illustrate the script used in the

manuscripts.
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I‘ﬁake this opportuhity to perform the most pleasant duty
of expressing my dgepest sense of gratitude to my most r&veréd
guide Mm.Prof.Dr.S.G.Kantawala, Professor and Head, Department
of Sanskrit and I/c Director, Oriental Institute, Bareoda, for
his excellent guidance and help. In spite of the heavy load of work{
and engagements, he spent his most precious time in reading my '
work, in discussing some debatable points and making a number of

valuable suggestions., I am highly grateful to him.

I am also thankful to Shri J.P.Thaker, Ex-Director,
Oriental Institute, Baroda, for helping me in rendering Prakrit

passages into Sanskrit.

I am grateful to Dr.R.H.Gandhi, Anand for furnishing me some .

information: and references about Gokulanathaji.
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- I am thankful to Prof.Dr.J.Birjepatil, Head, Department of
English, M.S.University of Bareda, Baroda, for enlightening me

about the allegorical plays in English literature.

My thanks are due to Dr.M.H.Siddiqui, Head, Department
of Persian, Arabic and Urdn, M.S.University of Baroda, Baroda,
for guiding me about the Persian and Arabic words accuring in one

of the plays under study. ;

I am equally grateful to Prof.Dr.R.N.Mehta, Head, Department,
k
of Archaeology and Dean, Faculty of Arts, M.S.University of Baroda,!
{

Baroda and to Dr.U.P.Shah, Ex-Deputy Direcior, Oriental Institute
and Dr: S.K. Desai, Reader;Pept of History NSy
and Ex~General Editor and Head, Ramayana Department'&for giving

me some important archaeological and historical information.
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I express my gratitude to Dr.dJ.R.Pathak, Principal,

help in grammatical matters.
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Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya, Baroda, and Shri Y.B:0za, Baroda, for theiré
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I am also thankful to Shri Pravinbhai Patani and his

}

§ elderly family members of Baroda for informing me in details |

about their predecessors, the staunch devotees of Gokulanathaji. §

I am grateful to my father Shri Y.V.Devaskar for helping
me in .writing the eritical texts of the plays: and in preparing

appendices. : f

I am also grateful to Prof.K.K.Shastri, Abhmedabad, Dr.S.B.
Varnekar, Ex-Head, Department of Sanskrit, Nagpur University, ‘
Nagpur and Dr.S.G.Malshe, Bombay, for advising me on various

matters through their letters. )

; I - also thank all the Heads and Directors of the :
' /

} Universities and Institutions who furnished.information about the

| manuscripts of the two plays under study, in the initial,

preliminary stage of the work.

I express my deep sense of gratitude to the aubthorities

of the Oriental Institute, Baroda, for lending me the manuscripts
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of the two plays. :
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I sincerely thank Dr.A.K.Das, Director, Maharaja Sawai Man

Singh II Museum, Jaipur, for allowing me to refer to the manuscript;

of the play Svanubhuti, preserved there and for sending me
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photocopies of the first and last folios of the manuscript. I am
equally thankful to Shri G.N.Bahura, Librarian, Maharaja Sawail
Man Singh II Museum and to Dr.(Mrs,) Chandramani for arranging
for me to consult the manuscript and helping me during my stay

at Jaipur.

I thank Shri Kishor Pandya, Baroda, for lending me some

important reference books,

I am also thankful ﬁd Shri Navinbhai Shah for looking after
the neat and correct typing work(with diacritical marks) of the

thesis.

Lastly I thank all those who have helped me direcily

or indireetly in my work for the thesis.
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Baroda, - Uma S.Deshpande

November, 1982,



