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CHAPTER 7V

HISTORICAL « FOLITICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL  DATA

(A) HISTORICAL - POLITICAL DATA

- - - R 4 -

) The work was written by the poet Soddhals in the 1ith
centry A. D. He was born in Latadesa and was the court poet
of three successive royal brothers of Kaikana, named Chitta~
raje, Fagarjuna and Mummmirija, whpse_ capital v@é at Sthanaka,
the modern Thina. The date of Chittaraja is 1026 A, D. and

that of Mummuniraja is 2060 A. D.1 as shown vefore.

' For sometime he graced the court of Vatsaraja of Lata
also. We have already discussed in all historical and
political detalls the three Koakana kings end the Lata king
‘before. Soddhala has given an account of his family in the
£irst Ucchvasa of his work, which omtains some very interest-

ing informatia.

Soc}@halg. vrites that in the past there was a king
Siladitya whose oapital was at Valabhi, His ly youmger
brother was Kaladitya by name,2 In the family of this Kala~
ditya was born Oandapati, whose san was Scllapeya, who had
1. Gazetteer of the Boanbay Presidency, Vol. I, Part II,

P. 242 ff, ' ' -
2. UK : FP. 3-4.
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& s Sura by name, from whom, by his wife Pampavati, was
bom our poet Soddhala.l '

-

éiléfl_i_.gya had a long struggle with Dhermepala, a king

of North India. Through the intelligence and bravery of Ko~
laditys, Dharmapele wes besieged in a fort and had to sub-
mit to the authority of Siladitya; but “hie kingdom was
later a restored to him. Siladitys, now well established
in his vast kingdom, thought of a.ppointing an able minister
for his extensz.ve territory. meffmight he:: was thinking about

){ersm for this responezblé post; but as he could not ccme
to & d_evcisim, he resigned himself j;o the providence of the
Rije~lakemi of his family and fell esleep. In the third
part of the night, his Rija-laksmi appeared before him and
he wes roused fram his sleep. She told him that she had
come to advise him sbout the Ques:tz of his chbef minister,
She gave him a seal of gold and also endowed him with the
general superintendence of his kingdoam. She also told him
that Kaladitya was an attendant of éiva., and he went by
the name of Kayastha, because he was in such close proximity
that he was considered to be in the body of the God. This
attendant of Sive named Kayastbs under the arders of this
god incarnsted himself as Kaladitya, his brother, te pro-

. 'bect-his.Rﬁja-lakami. _This Kayastha -Kaliditya, wes then_

L Sad el 2l Rl Bl ek ek et Lk e Tk bk Rl e Tk o 2l Rl Tk Tk Rt el Tk el 2ad 2ok Tad Rad o

10 UK H PPQ 11-120
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entrusted with the protection of the kingdam.l
K.ala&itya's dec‘exyxdants then multiplied and were divided
into meny branches, They spread themselves to different
capitals for the griumph of the Kgatriyas, They came to be

known as Valabha Kayasthas ae they hailed fram Valabhi,?

Now the qaes_tian a,z;ises - wlyo are those Dharmapale and
éilé.‘ditya. ? Both a.ré historical names and their may be
identified. According to the Khalimpurdand the Mongsrr
gré;ataf" of Dharmapéla and ~:Dev'so,p“.é»,lzaaﬂ, respectively, t:t:xe~ first
king of Ea.:.?,_gynasty is Gopala, the secmd is his s
Dharmapéle and the third is Devapela his grand son, Thus
this Dharmapels the king of Uttarépatha could be no other
than s king of Pale dynasty of Bengal. That Dhermapala
was the emperor of the Utterapatha finds support fram
hie oim charter 1.e. the Khalimpur copper plate grant, :ﬁ‘ran
this plate, we find that many kings of the Jembu-dvipe (Indi.a)
essembled at Pataliputra to pey homage to him. He should '
be the second king Dharmapala of Pala dynasty of Bengal.

Hi§ Jf:iz}gdmn was extér}ded upto Delhi in the North, upto

Lol Rad ol Aol Lol Lol Sl Rl Rod Bl Ao F Rl Lol Sl Sl Sof S Tl Bl ol 2ol Sk Bl Sl B Sl Rl Rk Bo¥ T
1o UK : PP, O = 11,

2e UK : P, 11,

'3, HEI, Vol. Iv 2. 245.

4. IA, XKI, PP, 254 - 257,
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~

Jalendher in the west end upto Vindhye in the South.®
liharmap'é.la was contemporary of king. Ipdxjaygzdha who was
reigning in Kenouj in 785 A: D. Indvayudba was dethomed  \,
about - A. D. 816 by Dharma.p'éia., king of Bengal and Bihar.
fhus he ‘was iru.f!éng duﬁ&ng 800 A. D. It is said that he
i'izleg for t_saixty four years.af " Tgle oi‘igin of this dynasty
is obscure; but the suffix of Pala. (Protector) seems to

show that they protected their part of the coumtry from the
anarchy which arcse after the death of Harsa. w3 e Pala
dynasty continued upto the end of the 12th oentury and there
aiter,was reduced to i.niaigniﬁ_e_ance_ gythe rése of Sena
kings and gﬁ*‘ the advent of Muhammadans.

‘ Now éilé’.dii;ya mentimed by Soddhala cen be no other
then one of the $1ladityas of the Valabhi dynasty, which
supp;anted the Guptas in the Peninsula. ~We know much about
them as meny of tﬂheiir_ copper plate grants have been dis- ] J
covered. These show them o bave been Hindus, v}orshipping
éiva.'but favourably inclined ’towards Buddhism. The names

bl Tl R ol el e e Rl R R R Rl L F Rl Rl R B Rl ol R R Rl Rl Sl ol Sl S L'

4 - : -
1. Sastri Hariprasada : Maitrake Kakina Gujarat, P. 154.
2. Smith V. A. : Early History of India,PP. 392, 413,

3. Rawlinson H. G. 3 A ctncise History of the Indian
People, P. 82.
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\
and the order of successiom of these sovereighs is given by

Dr. Buhler. The following Vamsavall or family-tree shows

the sovereigns of the race and .the order of their successio.

1, BhAttirke Sendpati 1. Dhruvasena II
2, Dharasen I " '12. Dharasena IV
3. Dronesimbs, 13, Dhruvesens III

. 4. Dhruvasena I 14, Iﬁla.rggraha. II
5. Dharapatta | 15, Siladitya II

6. Guhsens , 16, é11aditya III
7. Dharasens II 17, Siladitya IV

g, 8 Sllad:;.tya, r 18. Biladitya V
9, Kharagraha I 10. biladitya VIS

10. Dharasens IIT

Here we have the ment:.on of six Slladltya,s but epigra-
phia Indica Vol. (PP, 69 - ’70) and Maltra,ka. Kaline Gujarat
refer to seven Siladityas of the Valabhl dynasty. The
azcertained da.tes of the last three éz.lad:.tya}/a,re S:.}.a.ditya.
V.722 A, D., Slladitya VI.760 A. D. and Sz.ladltya Vil ‘766
A, ID. ‘So the lagt ‘three relgned in the e:.gl;‘l;h century. of
;bizeée three, éiladityg ﬁI mizht kfe the person who came into
c;mfli ct wifh ﬁhamp’éla,. Fram the ”I»'Iongiayr. gra.nf, itt appgars
1. Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency, Vol. VIII (Kathiawar)

p. 274. * - ‘

1
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that Dharmapadls carried his.canquering\expeditian as far as
Kedaratirths in.the north, Gangd-sagara in the East and to
Gokarnatirtha in the South. Hariprasad Shastri holds the
opinion that éilédityé. VII came into conflict with Dharmapie
la and conjectures that the vzctorlous camp of the former

kmng near Anandapur is connected with this fact.1

The copper plate grant of Siléditya VIIth is the last
available grant- of Valabhi dyﬁasty."The reiéning period of
this dynasty is approximately fram 470 A. D. to 789 A. D.
No informatiom is hitherto available sbout the down-fall
of this .dynasty and hence the'éuestion'of itz downfall has
remained wnsettled since long. According to the traditional
account given in Jain Prabandbasg the expedition of Mlecches
is requnsible‘for éiléditya‘a defeat and destruqtiqn of
his capital Valsbhi. It is said that Si13ditya snatched awey
forcib;y a golden comb.fram‘Rahkkéku, a merchanti}n the
city; for his daughter. In order to take revaggé, the
merchant invited the armies of Mlecchas for the destruction
bl 2 Bl Bl Bl Bl el A Rl Bl LR R R L ! "o . hall Bl Bl Bl T Bl R dl S o Rl Sl Tl Lol Tha
1. Shastri Hariprasid : Maitraks Kalina Gujareat, Part I P.155.
2. Jinavijayaji : Prabandha-Cintamani, PP. 107 - 109.

“ : Vividha-tIrtha-kalpa, P. 29.

: Prabendha~kosa, P. 23.

*»

Puratana Prabandha Samgraha, FP. 82-83.

—



of Valsbhi.

The dates of the downfall of Valathi given in Jain
Prabandhas differ from e another. The me given in Vivi-
dhatirtha~kalpe s 845 Vikrams Semvet (788~ 789 A. D.).
it aptly }gi«t"éf;hé reigning period of éilé.‘di,tyac ‘7:'th,- who
ascended the throne in 766 A. PB.

(B) GEOGRAPHICAL DATA :

Soddhala has given geographical references in the work.
The nether regims were divided into seven diyisima.’l In
this matter he follows Vayupurana. Rajasekhara also has
referred to seven netherfreg__ims. In the Puré.'z_zasz they are
Atala, Vitala, Sutala, TalBtale, Mahdtala, Rasatala and
Patala..

~ Above these there is the earth, Bhulcka. It consists
of seven continents, Mehadvipas; namely, Jambudvipa, Saka~
dv{ipé,, _Kus’a,dvipa., Kra.mcadyiﬁa, é'a.’lmal"idvipa, Gomedadﬁpa.
and Pugkaradvipa. The list of dﬁ'ipas correspands to that,
wnich 1s'given in the ]&Ié.tsya Pm-:-ér;a. Thus in this ma.i:tgar,
Soddhala seems to follow the Matsya Purana.d Ra':,ja,é'ekhara‘

1. UK s P, 108.

2. R3jasekhars ; Kavyamimsfisi, Bd, By Kedarnatha Sarma,
P, 220.

3+ Matsya Puragna, Cha., 121 « 123,



121 .

hes also given the list of seven Dvipas. Soddhala has re-
ferred to ane Gomedadvipa instead of Plaksa which is found
in the 1ist of Rajasekharal and also in Markandeya Purana?,
Each of these seven Dviﬁas is surrbunded by seven cdnceg}ggic

oceans.,

- In the midst of all Dvipas there is Jambudvipa., It
is situated in the middle of the other Dvipas having three
Dvipas en each side. It c&;&%&ts of a big tree named Jambu
and also the river and the mowntain of the same namevar'zd
hence it is said to be J‘ambﬁdvi:pa. The féé.ka.dvipa posS ess s
the mountain named, Saka.> The Kusadvipa possesses the
cluster of Kusas. In the Krawuncadvipa, there is Kraunca
momtain, In the Salmalidvipa, there 1s a big Satmali tree,
worshlipped '5y the people. In the Gomedad¥ipa, there is a
big mowntain named Gomeda. In the Pugkaradvipa, there is a

big banysn tree in the lotus-form.

The Jambudvipa is encircled by the salt ocean, Lavana-
samudré; The remsining six dvipas are encircled by the
oceans of milk, curd, ghee, wine, Jjuice of sugar cane and
1. Rijadekhara : Kavysmimifies, Ed. by Kedarnith Sarms, P. 220.
. 2. Markendeya Purana, Ch. 54 (6). ) '
3. Matsya Purana, Ch. 123 (1-64). .
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sweet water respectivelj.l

Soddnala has remarked thet the cmandere should pro-
ceed fram the ocean of" sa.lt to that of sweet waters i.e,
they should move to all the seven oceans.2 A number of
mowmtaing in Jambudvipa are mentioned by Soddhala. They

are as wnder i~

_ Mandars, GendhamBdena, Vipula, Suparsva, Nigadha,
Hemekita, Himddri, Srhgavan, Svetdcale, Nilagiri and Sumeru,

MANDARA has been indetified by Nandolal Dey, on the
a.uthoritf of many Puranas, with a hill sitﬁateci in the Benka
sub-divieion of the district of Bliagalapur.3 Kalidasa,
hgwgver, places th.istountain an the Hinﬁlayasfi and the
Mahabharata, unlike most of the Puranas menticmed by Nendo-
lal Dey, does not recognise any other Mandara except the
Mendara of th_e Himalaya range. In the Mghabharata, 5
Mandera is placed to the east and perhaps a part of Gandha~

-madane and on the north of Badaiikés’rama. Kz_aﬁ.lida.sa’places

it.in the ¥icinity. of the Kailisa and the Gandhamadana.6.

1.  -Markandeye Purdna, Ch. 54 (7).

2. UK : P. 100, o

3e GDAEI, P, 124.

4, Kalidasa : Kumdrasembhava, I.7, 11, 14.

5. wbhérata, Anugaaanapag:jva, Ch., 19, Vanaperve Ch, 163.
6. Kalidésa s Kumirasambhava, VIII 23, 24, 29, 59,
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From the Pamir plataue in the north the greatest range

of mowntaein is that of %f: Himdlayas known to the poetsl by
phrases like Himidri or Himilaya, the abode of snow, with
many of the iighest pea.k;g;_ of the world. The great nowmtain
wa;.l formed by the Himalaya.s rms twe,ro'fs ' the east, marked
frequently with its sky-kissing pesks, which have been
elluded to by ”E‘:.oddhala, with the following names, Hemekuta,
Kanyacala, Gandhamadans, Mandra and Sumeru.. *

) I-IEMAKE‘I‘A wﬁich is aléo known by another néme; Ka,ilésa:.
Nendolal D%ay thinks that by Hema,kﬁjpa' was known the B%a._ndara,-
puccha range of the Himalayas in which the rivers Alaksnanda,
Gangs and Yamuns have got their source;? but he further .
cbserves that the Kailasa and Bundarpuccha ranges were called
by the genersl name of Kailésa..3 Soddhala has alluded to . -
e Kanycala. It may perhaps be the Gauridikhara, which is
the same as the Gaurisankar according to Varshapurana.%

Y LT T LY PE P PR PR T P P L TS TP P PY T P R L P il by
1. K&lidssa : Raghuvemsa, IV 79,
Segayess, ¢ UK, P. 108.
2, Varaha Puréna, Ch. 82.
3. GDAMI, P. 75.
4, Varzha Purana, Ch. 75.
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Gandhamidana sccording to the. Hindu geographers is a part
of the Kailasa renge.l -

SUMERU has received a fabulous traatment at the hé.nds
of ancient Indian writers. Kalidasa and Soddhala call it a
momtain of gold® and mske it the dwelling place of super-
natural beings like Vidyédharas and Kimpurusas.s Soddhake
has referred to one Vipula; but according to Apte, it is a
name of the mowntain _Meru.4 According to Réi.jas’ekhara ‘i;hg
Meru mouniain is situated in the middle of the Jaubudvipa.

It is encircled by Ilavdrtavarsa.
= y, AT ) m
~ NILA, SVETA and SENGAVAN are three‘Warsaparvatas to

the marth of Jawbfidvipa end they divide the three continents

namﬁl& Ramyaka, Hiranmaya and Uttara.kurudes’a, respectively.

NISADHA, HELBMKUTA and }E[MAVAT are said to be to the
south of J’ambﬁdvipa. They divide the three continents or

Vargas-naniely Harivarga, Kimpurusa and Bharate Respectively.

1. GDAMI, P. 60. -
Kaliddsa : Vikramorvadiyam, P. 52.

2 UK, P. 85, Kalidasa. H Raghuva.msa. V- 30,
Kumarasaeubhava VIZ - 72.

3. W, P. 140, Kalidase : KumBrasaumbhava I - 7,11,14.
4. ZApte : Practical Sanskrit English Dictimary, P. 982.
5. Rajasekhars ; Kavysmimidiss Ed. By Kedarnitha Serms, P.223,
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) Soddhala has also referred to Kulaparvatas and accord-
ing to him they are eight in nmbez;.i Usually Kulaparvatas
are said to be seven as is shown by Bé‘jaée;:pé,ra' in the =
@wem‘iméﬁgéz and by the Pwégxas.s They are Vindhya, Parie
yatre, Suktimen, Rksa, Mahendrs, Sahys and Malaya. Soddhala

has added one more to this list, .namely Kanyacala.

THE VINDEYA mowntain is the famous mountain range
of tha‘l»;v nam; which divides the Bharata-varsa into two
great parts, the north and the g'outh. It is from here that
the two high ways of the Urfarapatha and Daksinapetha
started respectively to thehN ortfl and the ‘South. The
Southern Rksa, Pariyatrs and Vindhys proper together make up
what we call the Vindhya range. '

PARIYATRA is me of the Kulaparvatas in the Kumiridvipa.
This may be identified with the north-western part of the
Vindhys range extending right épto the gulf of Cambay.?
Apte considers that Pariyastra is probably the same as the

Sewalik mountains which rung parallel to the Himalaya and

Ll Rl Rl el Rl Rl Rl R R R L Rl L Sl Rl Sl R R N ol Sl Bl Tl Ll S ol Rk Tl Sl Rl R

1. UE ; P. 108. _
2, Hajadekhars : Kavyamimifisd, (G.0.5.) P. 92.
3. Marksndeys Puré'.qa - 57, (10-11).
Vayu Purand,45, (88). ' ‘
4, Rijasekhare : Kavyamimanss, (G.0.S.) P. 207.
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guard the Gangetic Doab on the north—ea,st.l

o i - R
SUKTIMAN is one of the seven principal chains of
momtains in India. It is the portion of the Vindhya range

which comects the Pariyatra and the ka_aparvata.g

RESAVAN one of the Kulaparvatas, has been identified
with the mowrtains of Gondavand. It lies stretched to the
south of the Vindhys proper and Pariyatra, and all the rivers
from the Té,pti and Ver}agaﬁgé to the Va,:?.ta,rr;_:f:~ in Orissa

5 ‘In the northern part of this doﬁble range

wash its foot.
are situated the Pariyatra in the west and Vindhya proper in
tha east whi;!.é the entire south part is tﬁe Rkga which is
separat ed from the Pariyatra by the valley of Narmada and
from the Vindhya proper by that of the Soga. To day we

call this whole chain formed by these three mountains by

the name of the vindhya range.

MAHRNDRA is the whole range of hills extending fram
Orissa to the District of Madurs and was known by the name
of Mghendrs Parva.;ta.. It included the -ea,stern ghats and

the range extending from the northern circars to Gondawé“né.,4

L Y P Y I N R N R I L P L el el o bl el 2l Tl 2l Ll R Tl

1. Apte V. S. : Practical Sanskrit English Disctionary, P. 1195.
2.7 Ré‘jas’ek}aara, : Kavyamimznsa, . (G.0.8.) P. 310. '

3.  Jayacandra : Bharatbhimi aur uske nivisi, P. 63, 64.

4, GDAMI, P, 119, ”
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part of which near Ganjam is still called Mghendra Mala or
~the hills of Mahendra.

SAHYA is also one -of the seven principal chains of
mountain in India. It is still known as Sshyadri, and is
the same as the northern portion of western ghats as far as
their junction with the Nilsiri, north of Malaya.l It is
situated between the river Kiveri in the South and the
Goddvari in the North.a 1

- MALAYA is the southern part of the western ghats, south
of the riyer Cauveri, called the Travancore hills, including
the Cardemon mountains extending from the Koimbatoor gap
to cape comorin where it touches the ocean, Bhavbhuti f.ella
uws that the‘slopes of Malaya mo;mtain are enci:g’cleé. by the
river c.auveri;.s The Malaya abounds in sandal trees and is
prover’bia.lly’ famous for its ecool breezes?., Rajasekhara has
deseribed four peculisrities of Ma;lé,ya accourding to its
natural resources,d |
1. Apte V. S. 3 Practical Sanskrlt-magllsh Dictionary, P. 1196.
2 Ra.ja.aekhara. : Kavyamimansa (G-.O.S.) P. 531.

Se Bha.va‘_bl;n}ti H Mahavlra.carita, Y, 3.
k4'. Kalidasa KumSrasanbhava, VIII 25,
5. Rijasekhara Kavyam:.mnaa (G.O.S.) PP, 92, 93,
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Soddhala has mentimed four big forests of Jambudvips
namely Caitraraths, Nandana, Vaibhrija and Dhrti and four
reservoirs of water namely Arunoda, Bfé"paaa,, ‘Sitoda and
Mahdbhedra.l These forests and the lakes are also menticned
in the Pur;é.gab.a ‘The soldiers were asked to seek Udayasun-
dari in the above forests and around the sbove reservoirs of

water.

Soddhala has alluded to four rivers of India namely
the Goddvari, the Tapi, the Narmadi and the Yemmna.

The river Godivari has its source in the Brahmagtri,
s;i.tuated on the side of a village called Tryambaka about
20 miles ewgy from Nasik. The river flows eastward to the
bay.of Bengal. The City Pratisthana of Kuntal countty was
situated an the bank of Godavari.,® The river T&pi has its
source from the Vindhyapadas 1i.e. Satpurd ran‘ge and falls
into the Arsbian Ses nesr Surat. It is said to be the
daughter of the sun, (BhEnumatah suta,) still the water
of the river cozig,ié%s of the coolness. of -the moon, .It is.
at a distance o;.‘ ten Yojenas from Nandavatapura.? Narmeds i
"‘.""0""0"0"'0"'.""o"o"l"'o"'c"o"';"‘t‘!'o"o-o"‘t"O"'"‘o".“a"a"“‘o‘c"o"c"
1. UK 3 P. 108.

2. Matsya Puranas, Ch., 121 (1 - 82).

Markandeya Purana, Ch. 55 (2 -‘3).
3. UK 3 P, 21. ' "
4, UK, 3 P, 31,
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rises from the Amarakenteks hills in the Vindhya range and
fiows into the gulf of Cambay. It is Reva by its geeoz\xd\name.
it _i:s an a.‘bo‘d%eA of plety, says sociq.hala, as é. number of hufa
of ascetics are built on its bank. It is the Gangs of the.

heaven that has descended directly to the earth. Bhrgukaccha,

the modern Breach is situated on its bank,l

Yamma takes its
rise from Kalindagiri, & portion of the Bandarpuccha moune
tain, whence it is called Kalindakenyd.? It falls into the
Ganges at Allahabad end 2 bath at the confluence is consid-
ered very mez_'itorious.a Thé waters cof the river had been
purifiled by the contact of the body of Krsna, who used-to
have water sports alcing with the multitﬁde‘ of- Gopis in love,
It throws off foams on its bank a%mt were the worn and torm
pieces of the slough of Kaliyabhujamgama 4 Mpthurs is situa-

ted on the bank of the rlver Yamma.

Soddhala has also referred to various countries and

citigé in proper context of the work. They are noted as umder:-

KUNTALA had been located by RZjedekhars in the South

ern Inéia a.i!d. SatavahanasSare mentioned as the rulers of the.

had Ak Tl Ak Bal Rl it Tl L L R R L L Ll R R Rl Al Bl L L P e Al LR LR Sl Tl

i, UK s P, 59,
" e Kalidasa. : Ra.ghuvamaa. Vi = 48,

48, XIII 54 - 57.

3., Kazlidasa : Raghuvamsa, VI
4, UE 3 P, 65. "
5. Rﬁé‘.‘ja,sfekhara ¢ K3vyamimariss (G.0.S.) P. 50.
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comtry,¥ Soddhale seys, in the Kmntela, there was a city
called Pra,tigi_;hélna on the ‘t;ank of the river Godavari. Helayas~
vahans,, fhs hero of the tale, is said to be the ruler of this
commtry, Thé tract of the country ‘bet;»reen the two rivers
Godavari and Krema is the comtry of the Kuntalas, and some~
times portions of Karnatake end Vidarbha are included in

this cowmtry.

' PRATISTHAVA is located by Keemendra® end Somadeva® m
the river Godavari in the Decean. Sod(?.hallea. also follovs the
same traditica in his work. There is no doubt that this is
the same Pratisthana which 1s known to have been the capital
of the Andhra'bhrtyas, who 'bcre the patronymic name of
Satavaha,na, Salivaha,na of which Hala was an illustmcus stion.
' 83livehana Seka is an era of the glorious king Saliva.hana. )
The popular belief ﬁg.;l.so is that the Sak_a ers wag founded by
a king alivihana reigning in A. D. 78 at Pratisthina, vhich
is the present Paithan of the Godavari in the Bembay State.

-

KQVKANA, the term though used in the Bambay State in
a gg,xte;’i‘estricted sense, denotes properly the whole strip of
land lying between the western ghats and 1:he_.A:ra.bia.n_ﬁua*ar..3

il Il AT el B L FE P et it LT PR AL L P P e L P el L il Bl L P Rl Lo h el Sl
.1, Ksemendras : Brhatkathavefijari, 1.1.71 and 1,3,17

2, Somadeva 3 Kathaserit-sagara, VI 83 and VIII 72.

3. Ga,zette:er of Bambay Pres:«.dency, ‘Vol. I Part II P.283.
4 Eoiiduss ; Reghovamss, EF 63, ’
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It is the country lmown as Paraéur’a‘.maks_etrg.. Kelidasa, na.ﬁles_‘
this country as A;pa,ré;nta.l\» Soddhala refers t_o“ three. é_i_lahara
kings“of Konkana, né.x_nely Cohittaraja, Nagarjgna and E{zmmm—
nirija. Sthanake was the capital city of Kohkana. The.
Poet went there and enjoyed the patronage of the above three
rulers in the assenbly of great poets.‘?' _

STHANAKA is modern Théna located to the north of

| Bambay“iu the Bombay State. This is Sthé.ila.kapura of Ko;‘;ka.qa
in-the Jain Agamas. It is said to be Dropamukhs, which
mesns that it could be approached by both the paths of land

and water.®

I..E.I.!A is southern Gujarat including Khandess ‘or the
tract of territory situated between the river Mehi and the
lov;rer Na.rmaé.éﬁ_. The limit of Lata is changed from time to
time. Latamandala, e umit of the Calukya empire under
Jayasimha and Kumdrapals is said to ie from the Mahi or the
' 1. K8lidSsa 3 Raghuvamds, IV 58,

2, UK P. 12, | |
, 3. Sandesara B. J. ¢ Jain Agama Sahltyanaﬁ Gujarat, P. 251,
Vyava.haraautra, Mala.ya.glri Avrttz, Part 3 P, 127.
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Narmada downward including the comtry along the coast and-
reaching as far as Naveari or Purpa.l Skendapurdna speaks
of twenty one thousand villages of Lé"@g.deéa.a Raja,s’ekhara
had a partiality for Late (Sopth‘ Gujarat). According to
him ;.t was the crest of the earth. Its pecple, however
hzated sanskrit, but spoke elegant Prékx;itas in a beautiful
way. I1Its women were noted for their beauty and elegance

of speagcH. Its poets possessed distinctive literary traits;
and favoured the style called Lati. Humour was its special-
ity.4 Vatsarija of Caulukya Vaisa, who patrenised Soddbals,
was the king of the Latadeda.b

In this Lata, on the bank of the river Narmads, t;'{ére
is a village named Kayavarchana, Karavana. According to
éaivas Paéuﬁa:técérya Lakulida was bornN in this viila,ge.

1. Sankalis H. D. : Studies in the Historical and Cultural
| Geography & Etlmography of Gujarat,P,33.
2. Skenda M‘éga, Mohegvara-khanda ~ I, Kumsriks-khandamII
39, 146, e ’ | '
‘3. Rajadekhara : Kevyeminades (G.0.8.) P. 34. _
4. Munshi : Glory taat was Gurjars desa,lP. 136.
5. UK : P 12. ' ~
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This Padupata Sampradaya originated in the Lata and from
there it spread everywhere. This incident is of great
importance in the cultural history of Gujarat.i

Bhrgukaccha, the modern Broach, was the capital city
of the Latadesa. It is located on the river Narmsdd. It
is said to be an ancient port of Gujarat. In the Agams,
literature it is Bhaiukgccha and is referred to as Drona-
mukha , 2 Soddhala referd to it as'the most excellent ammg
cities (Prakrstam Pattenegu).® Jindgema defines Pattana as
2 city which can be approached by means of carriages,

horses and baats.4

Saurdstra, which is also called Anarta, is the modemn
Peninsula of Kathiawar and some"portion of northernmost
Gujarat. Soddhala has referred to Prabhisa Kgetra, the
modern Somandths or Pfabhésé Pattana on the coast of Kathia-
wars, where the demon MiySbals and Dambholi who are in search
1, GSI, I P, 15.

2e Aoaranga Sutra, Sllankadeva Vrtti, part 1-2 P. 258.
o
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3 UK. s P, 85

4; leabhzgama Suura, Acarya Malayaglrl Avriti, P. 40.

QA p‘%gﬂ "\“\\"' 3‘1__‘}4 § E 55?;{ "Q} t""'}";’fg “'{“ i




. 134
of Udayasundari meet together. Both have arrived here to
of fer worship to Somandtha for the fulfilment of their desia
red object.t ’I.ooting‘of So_mané.thag was the object of lMahe
mud's sixteenth raid, - Mehmud left Ghazni in December A. D,
1023, and apeared before Somanath about Marc‘hhA«. D. 1024.
He spent about & year in Gujarat and returned through Sindh

t0 Ghazni which he reached about April 1026.

VALABHI was the ancient capital city of the state of
the sé.me'name. At present it is a small town called Val3,
situated on the Southern bank of the river Ghelo, about
twenty two miles north-west of the modern city of Bhavana~-
gar, and sixteen miles -away on north of Songadhs Station.d
Valabhi was a centre of culture. The history of Maitrakas
of Valabhi has been very well reconstructed on the basis of
their copper plate grants since 490 A. D. to 770 A. D. Ve
find twenty sovereigns of this dynasty. _ Théir Vaﬁiﬂ'a&aiii, '
femily tree, has been already shown in thes previegs chapter.
The founder of Maitrakas of Valabhi was one named Senspati
i mememamememememamememamememamemamemamsms mamsmem st e e
1. Seddksta ¢ UK, P. 143,
2. Gazetteer of the Borbay Presidency, Vol I, Part I, P,

164, note D,

3. Gazetteer of the isombay Presidency, Vol. VIII (Kathiawar)
PP, 670 - 671. ‘



. 135

Bhattiraka. Soddhala refers to S11aditys VII the last emp-
eror of Valabhl dynasty. His brother was ﬁai’é,ditya from whom
the poet describes his own descent. :Daring the réign of Dha~-
rasena of this dynasty the Ravana Vadha Kavys wes written

by iahatti, as is shown in the last verse of the Kavya. 1

There were four kings of the name of Dharasena, and therefore,
' i'i:_is not possible to say which of thése Dhg.ra,sena,a was

the patron of Bhatti. As these four kings are known to

heve ruled at Valabhi roughly between 495 and 641 A, D.,
Bhatti livegl,. at the earliest, in the biginning of thé 6th
century, and at the latest in the middle of the 7th.2

Higim Tsang, a\dhinese tra.ve_ller, describes Valabhi as
Fo~la-pi.® Valabhl was a centre of business and learning.
The religious tolerance was cbserved in Valabhi is evident
fram the copper plates of its kings. Valabhi kings were
Saivas and yet it is clear that Vaisnava-dhargma was also
prevalent there. Devardhi Gani also convened a Jain Session
at Valabhi for the sys{glyatt’ng;rrangement of the Jain scrip-
tures sbout the middle of the 5th or the beginning of the .
6th century A. D.4 It sing, the Chinese traveller, writers

1. Bhatti : Bhatti Kavyam, P. X.
2, De S. K. : History of Sanskrit literature, P. 183.
3. @SI, I P. 49. "

4. Vaidya N.V.: Nayadhammakehio, Introductiam,III P.
Gandhi Hiralal : Study of Ardhamigadhi grammer,. P. 9.
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that there were two Vidydleyas in India, one in Nalanda in,
Bihar and the seconc{ i.n: Valabhf. We find o model of the
administration of Valabhi kings in ‘their copper plate grants.,
For the downfall of Vé.;.a.’bhi, it is said that a Marwadi
Banis named Ranks was respé:isil_:le. He called the foreigners
who uprooted '§i:1’é.ditya the last king of this dynasty.
. According to another view, Arabs invaded through the sea and
destroyed Valabhi.t

Indrapura was its another name. It was a business centre
@8 it was located on the high way of ancient India.2 The
river Yamlna flows to the north of it. Soddhala says that
it was enoircled by ditches. It was as it were a charm of
ﬁttaré?patha through its excellent gradems. With n?g.te-washed
mensions it appea.red' as it were the fame of the human world,

It was the residence of Krsna in his childhood.,

' NANDAVATA is referred to by Soddhala as a city of the
Ibhirs country, located at a distance of ten Yojanas froam

the river Tapi. Vasantadila, a gardmmer had gone there to

1. 6sI, I, 52, ‘ _ o
2 Safdesarja B. J. : Jain Agama Sahityimih Gujarat,P.119.
3. UK : PP. 54, 85.
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~Bee the ga.rdens.l

SURPARAKA is indentified with Sopara (Nals Sopara) in
the district of Thana 37 miles north of Bombay and 4 miles
north-west of Bassein. It was a great Tirtha in ancient
times, Dr. Bhagvanlal Indraji got it exoavated and he dis-
covered an inscription of ASoka.? Soddhals says, " Vatsa-
ra.ja{ the king of Lata, ceming from é&péraka-nagara. entered
and sat in the tem;ple in the vicinity of the road. He saw
there a eulogy o the wall,

Lanka seems to be sitvated in the Southern-most part
of the Indisn Peninsula, as an iqiand in the Indian ocean.,
It is identified with Ceylan.3 Soddhala has referred to it
as Lanka-puri decked with gold. He says, "It is an abode of
dembns containing golden 'buildingé and thé fortresses, Forme
erly it was overcome by the tender-hearted Rima. Vibhisana,
i, UK ;- P. 27,
2 Umadankara J ashi : Puranoman Gujarat, PP. 187, 188.
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the successo;r of Ravana, had a treasury of gold amgssed since
the time of Kubera."l Ramayana describes the luxury of the
people in Lenka. The lovely city had welle-arranged high
roads, and outstretched rows of the pelatial buildings with
its golden windows and pillars. The mensions of thé demons
were shining with placés paved with sphatika, adoarned with
-gold, variegated with vaidfrya and studed with the rows

,.r'

of pear15.2
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