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CHAPTER Y

HISTORICAL - POLITICAL MD GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

(A) HISTORICAL - POLITICAL LATA j

The work was written by the poet Soddhala in the 11th 
centry A. L. He Was horn in Latadesa and was the eourt poet 
of three successive royal brothers of Kaakana, named Chitta- 
raja, Bagarjuna and Mummuniraja, whose capital was at Sthanaka, 
the modem Thina. The date of Chittaraja is 1026 A* 3). and 
that of Hunmuniraja is 1060 A. D.* as shown before.

For sometime he graced the court of Vatsaraja of Lata 
also. We have already discussed in all historical and 
political details the three Kchkana kings and the Lata king 
before. Soddhala has given an account of his family in the 
first TJcchvasa of his work, which contains some very interest
ing information.

Soddhala writes that in the past there was a king 
/ —Siliditya whose capital was at Yalabhi. His only younger
brother was Kaladitya by name. 2 in the family of this Kali-
dltya was born Gandapati, whose son was Sollapeya, who had

1. Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency, Vci. I, Part II, 
P. 242 ff.

2. HE : BP. 3-4.
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a sen Sara "by name, from x-tficm, by Mb wife Eampavati, was 

S,/ bom our poet Soddhala.*

&iladitya bad a long struggle with Dharraapala, a king 

of Korth India. Through the intelligence and bravery of Ka
laditya, DMrmapala was besieged in a fort and bad to sub-

/mit to the authority of Siladitya; but : Ms kingdom was 
later cn restored to him. 4‘iladitya, now well established 

in his vast kingdom, thought of appointing an able minister 
for Ms extensive territory. One might he-: was thinking about 
arpersen for tMs responsible post; but as he could not come 
to a decision, he resigned Mmself to the providence of the 
Raja-laksnd of his family and fell asleep. In the third 
part of the night, his Ra«fa-lakssd appeared before him and 
he was roused from Ms sleep. She told him that she had 
come to advise him about the question of Ms chief minister. 
She gave him a seal of gold and also endowed Mm with the
general superintendence of Ms kingdom. She also told Mm

/that Kaladitya was an attendant of Siva, and he went by 
the name of Kayastha, because he was in such close proximity 
that, he was considered to be in the body of the God. This 
attendant of kiva named Kayastha under the orders of this 

god incarnated himself as Kaladitya, his brother, to pro
tec this. Ra ja- laksmi. This Kayastha Kaladitya, was then.

1. UK s EP. 11-12.



116
entrusted with the protection of the kingdom.1 . ,

Kaladitya* s decendants then multiplied and were divided 

into many ‘branches, They spread themselves to different 

capitals for the triumph of the Efatriyas* They came to he 
known as Valabha Kayasthas as they hailed from Valabhi.2

how the question arises - who are those Dharmapala and
/
Siladitya ? Both are historical names and they may he 
identified. According to the Ehalimpur3ahd the Mongyr 

grants4 of Dharmapala and Devapila respectively, the first 

king of Bala dynasty is Gopala, the second is his sen 

Dharmapala and the third is Devapala his grand son. Thus 

this Dharmapala the king of Uttarapatha could he no other 
than a king of Pala dynasty of Bengal. That Dharmapala 
was the emperor of the Uttarapatha finds support from 
hie own charter i.e. the Ehalimpur copper plate grant. Prcim 
this plate, we find that many kings of the Jambu-dvipa (India) 

assembled at Pataliputra to pay homage to him. He should 
he the second king Dharmapala of Pala dynasty of Bengal.
His kingdom was extended upto Delhi in the Forth, upto

1. BE s EP. 9 - 11.

2. Is P. 11.
3. El, Vd. IV P. 243.

4. IA, XXI, m. 254 - 257.
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1Jalandhar in the west and upto Vindhya in the South* 

Bhaxmapala was contemporary of king Indrayudha who was 
reigning in Kmoaj in 783 A; ID. Indrayudha was dethomed i 
about - A. D. 810 by Bharmapala, king of Bengal and Bihar.
Thus he was ruling during 800 A. ID. it is said that he

- •. ^ruled for sixty four years.® w The origin of this dynasty

is obscure; but the suffix of Bala (Protector) seems to
show that they protected their part of the country from the

** _anarchy which arose after the death of Harsa. u The Pala 
dynasty continued upto the end of the 12th century and there* 
afteri wis reduced to insignificance the rise of Sena 
kings and at-'' the advent of Muhammadans.

/ _Mow Siladitya mentioned by Sbddhala can be no other 
than one of the Siladityas of the Valabhi dynasty, which 
supplanted the Guptas in the Peninsula. We know much about 
them as many of their eopper plate grants have been dis
covered. These show them to have been Hindus, worshipping 
Siva but favourably inclined towards Buddhism. The names

f _ ' «1. Sastri Hariprasada s Maitraka Kaftina Gujarat, P. 154.
2. Smith V. A. : Early History of India, EP. 392, 413,
3. Rawlinson H. G. * A concise’History of the Indian

People, P. 82.
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V

and the order of succession of these sovereigns is given by 
Dr. Buhler. The following Vamsavali or family-tree shows 
the sovereigns of the race and .the order of their success!cm.*

1* Bhattarka Senapati
2. Dharasen I
3. Drcnasimha 

. 4. Dhruvasena I
5. Dharapatta
6. Guhsena
7. Dharasena II
8. Siladitya I
9. Kharagraha I
10. Dharasena III

Here we have the mention of six Siladityas but epigra- 
phia Indica Vol. V (PP. 69 - 70) and Maitraka Kalina Gujarat 
refer to seven Siladityas of the Valabhi dynasty. The 
ascertained dates of the last three Siladitya/are Siladitya 

V, 722 A. D., Siladitya 71.760 A. D. and Siladitya VII 766 
A. D. So the last three reigned in the eighth century. Of 
these three, Siladitya VII might be the person who came into 

conflict with Dharmapala. Prom the Monghyr grant, it appears

1. Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency, Vol. VIII (Kathiawar) 
p. 274.

11. Dhruvasena II
12. Dharasena IV
13. Dhruvasena III
14. Kharagraha II
15. Siladitya II
16. Siladitya III
17. Siladitya IV
18. Siladitya V
19. Siladitya VII
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that Dharmapala carried Ms canquering expedition as far as 
Kedaratlrtha in . the north, Gahga-sagara in the-East and to 
Gokarnatirtha in the South. Hariprasad. Shastri holds the 
opinion that Siladitya VII came into coif lie t "with Dharmapa- 
la and conjectures that the victorious camp of the former 
Icing near Anandapur is connected with this fact. ^

✓The copper plate grant of Siladitya Vllth is the last 
available grant of Valabhi dynasty.. The reigning period of 
this dynasty is approximately from 470 A. 3). to 789 A. D.
So information is Mtherto available about the down-fall 
of thiB .dynasty and hence the question of its; downfall has 
remained unsettled since long. According to the traditional
account .given in Jain Prabandhas1 2 the expedition of MLecchas

/is responsible for Siladitya’s defeat and destruction of
— /his capital Valabhi. It is said that Siladitya snatched away 

forcibly a golden comb from Rahkkaku, a merchant 1n the 
citjjc, for his daughter. In order to take revange, the 
merchant invited the armies of Mlecchas for the destruction

1. Shastri Hariprasad s Haitraka Kalina Gujar-eat, Part I P.155.
2. Jinavijayaji : Prabandha-Cintamani, PP. 107 - 109.

8 Vividha-tirtha-kalpa, P. 29.
8 Prabandha-kosa, P. 23.
8 Puratana Prabandha Samgraha, PP. 82-83.
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of Valabhi.

S5ie dates of the downfall of Valabhi given in Jain- 
Prabandhae differ from me another. The me given in Vivi- 
dhatirtha-kalpa is 845 Vikrama Samvat (788- 789 A. D.}, 
it aptly suite*the reigning period of Siladitya 7th, who 

ascended the throne in 766 A. 35.

(B) GEOGRAPHICAL DATA *

Soddhala has given geographical references in the work 
The nether regions were divided into seven divisions.* In

ithis matter he follows Vayupurana. Rajasekhara also has 
referred to seven netherfregims. In the Puranas2 they are 
Atala, Vitala, Sutala, Talatala, Eahatala, Rasatala and 
Patala.

Above these there is the earth, Bhuloka. It consists 
of seven continents, Eabadvipsis} namely, Jambudvipa, Saka- 
dvipa, Kusadvipa, Kraun cadvipa, Salmalldvipa, Gomedadvipa 
and Puskaradvipa. She list of dvipas corresponds to that, 
which Is given in the Eatsya Purina* Thus in this matter, 
Soddhala seems to follow the Eatsya Purana.® Raja^ekhara

1. IK i P. 108.
2. Rajasekfaara : Kavyamlmansa, Ed. By Kedarnatha Sarma,

P. 230.
3. Eatsya Purina, Cha. 121 - 123.
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has also given the list of seven Dvipas. Soddhala has re
ferred to ene G-omedadvipa instead of Plaksa which is found 
in the list of Rajas ekharal and also in Markandeya Purina^. 
Each of these seven Dvipas is surromded by seven concentric

In the midst of all Dvipas there is Jambudvipa. It 
is situated in the middle of the other Dvipas having, three 
Dvipas on each side. It consists of a big tree named Jambu 
and also the river and the mountain of the same name and 
hence it is said to be Jambudvipa. She Sikadvipa possesses 
the mountain named, 4aka.3 The Kusadvipa possesses the. 

cluster of Kusas. In the Krauncadvipa, there is Kraunca 
mountain. In the Salmalidvipa, there is a big SaSsmali tree, 
worshipped by the people. In the Qomedadtipa, there is a 
big mountain named Gcmeda. In the Pufkaradvipa, there is a 
big banyan tree in the lot us-form.

The Jambudvipa is encircled by the salt ocean, Lavana- 
samudra. The remaining six dvipas are encircled by the 
oceans of milk, curd, ghee, wine, juice of sugar cane and

,. f __ /1. Rajas ekhara s Kavyamimahsa, Ed. by Kedarnath Sarnia, P. 220.
2. Markandeya Purina, Ch. 54 (6).
3. Matsya Purina, Gh. 123 (1-64). .
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sweet water respectively.1

Soddnala has remarked that the commanders should pro
ceed from the ocean of salt to that of sweet waters i.e. 
they should move to all the seven oceans.2 A number of 
mountains in Jambudvipa are mentioned by Soddhala. They 
are as under j-

Handara, Gandhamadana, Vipula, Suparsva, STisadha,
J —Hemakuta, Himadri, Srfcgavan, Svetaeala, Hilagiri and Sumeru.

MANDARA has been indemnified by Uandolal Dey, on the
authority of many Puranas, with a hill situated in the Banka
sub-divisim of the district of Bhagalapur. 3 Kalidasa,
however, places this mountain on the Himalayas'* and the
Mahabharata, unlike most of the Puranas mentioned by Efando-
lal Dey, does not recognise any other Kandara except the

5Mandara of the Himalaya range. In the Mahabharata,
Mandara is placed to the east and perhaps a part of Gandha- 
madana and on the north of Badarikasrama. Kalidasa places 
it-In the ticinity of the Kailasa and the Gandhamadana.6

1. •Markandeya Purana, Gh. 54 (7). -..........
2. UK s P. 109. - ■ -
3. GDAMX, P. 184.
4* Kalidasa s Kum&rasambhava, 1-7, 11, 14.
5. Mahabharata, Anusasanaparva, Gh. 19, Vanaparva Gh. 163.
6. Kalidasa : Kumarasambhava, VIII 23, 24, 29, 59,
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<rProm the Pamir plata.ue in tlie north the greatest range 

of mountain is that of the Himalayas known to the poets1 * hy 
phrases like Himadri or Himalaya* the abode of snow, with 
many cf the highest peaks of the world. She great mountain 
wall formed by the Himalayas runs towards the east, marked 
frequently with its sky-kissing peaks, which have been 
alluded to by Soddhala with the following names, Hemakuta, 
Eanyacala, Gandhamidana, Mandra and Sumeru.

EEMAKBTA which is also known by another name, Eailasa. 
Handolal Hey thinks that by Hemakuta was known the Bandara- 
puccha range of the Himalayas in which the rivers Alakanahda, 
Ganga and Yamuna have got their source;2 but he further 
observes that the Eailasa and Bundarpuccha ranges were called 
by the general name of Eailasa.3 Soddhala has alluded to 
me Eanyacala. It may perhaps be the Gaurisikhara, which iB 
the same as the Gaurisankar according to Varahapurana.4

1. Ealidasa s Raghuvamsa, IV 79, 
SsSami : HE, P. 108.

2* Varaha Purina, Ch. 82.
3. GDAMI, P. 75.
4. Varaha Parana, (Hi. 75.
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Gandhamadana according to the.Hindu geographers is a part 
of the Kailasa range.1 '

SIMHEOJ has received a fabulous treatment at the hands 

of ancient Indian writers. Kalidasa and Soddhala call it a 
mountain of gold** and make it the dwelling place of super

natural beings like Yidyadharas and Kimpurusaa.3 Soddhala 

has referred to one Vipula; but according to Xpte, it is a 
name of the mountain Meru.^ According to Rajas^khara the 

Meru mountain is situated in the middle of the Jambudvipa.
It is encircled by Ilavdrtavarsa.

HILA, SYETA and SMGAYAEF are three^Yar saparvatas to 

the north of Jambudvipa and they divide the three continents 

namely Ramyaka, Hiranmaya and Uttarakurudesa respectively.

HI^ADHA, HEMAKUTA and HIMAYAT are said to be to the 

south of Jambudvipa. They divide the three continents or 
Varsas-namely Harivaraa, Klmpurusa and Bharata Respectively.5

1. GDAMI, P. 60.
Kalidasa s Vikramorvaslyam, P. 52.

2. OK, P. 85, Kalidasa i Raghuvamsa V - 30,
Kumarasambhava YIX - 72.

3. UK, P. 140, Kalidasa s Kumarasambhava I - 7,11,14.
4. Apte : Practical Sanskrit English Dictionary, P. 982.

• Rajasekhara : Kavyamimansa Ed. By Kedamatha Sarm, P. 223.5
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Soddhala has also referred to Kulaparvatas and accord

ing to him they are eight in number.1 Usually Kulaparvatas 
are said to he seven as is shown hy Rajasekhara in the
Kavyamimahsa^ and hy the Puranas * ^ They are Vindhya, Pari- 
- _ /yatra, Suktiman, Rksa, Mahendra, Sahya and Malaya. Soddhala 
has added one more to this list* namely Kanyacala.

THE VINDHYA mountain is the famous mountain range 
of that name, which divides the Bharata-varsa into two 
great parts, the north and the south. It is from here that 
the two' high ways of the Uhfara|»atha and Daksinapatha 
started respectively to the Uorth and the South. She 
Southern Rksa, Pariyatra and Vindhya proper together make up 
what we call the Yindhya range.

PARIYATRA. is me of the Kulaparvatas in the Kumaridvipa. 
This may be identified with the north-western part of the 
Yindhya range extending right dpto the gulf of Cambay.4 

Apte considers that Pariyatra is probably the same as the 
Sewalik mounts.ins which run* parallel to the Himalaya and

1. UK} P. 108.
2. Ha«ja^ekhara : Kayyamimansa» (G.O.S.) p. 92.
3. Markandeya Purina - 57, (10-11).

Vayu Purina45, (88).
4. Rajasekhara s Khvyamimahsa, (G.O.S.) P. 297.
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guard the Gangetic Doab on the north-east.1

SUKTIMAN is me of the seven principal chains of 

mountains in India. It is the portion of the Vindhya range 
which connects the Pariyatra and the Bksaparvata.2 3 4

EKSAVAEJ one of the Kulaparvatas, has "been identified
with the mountains. of Gondavana. It lies stretched to the
south of the Vindhya proper and Pariyatra, and all the rivers
from the Tapti and Venagariga to the Vaitarni in Orissa 

3wash its foot. In the northern part of this double range 
are situated the Pariyatra in the west and Vindhya proper in 
the east while the entire south part is the Rksa which is 

separated from the Pariyatra by the valley of Narmada and 

from the Vindhya proper by that of the Serna. To day we 
call this whole chain formed by these three mountains by 
the name of the vindhya range.

HAHfflDRA is the whole range of hills extending from 

Orissa to the District of Madura and was known by the name 
of Mahendra Parvata. It included the eastern ghats and 
the range extending from the northern circars to Gondawana,^

1. Apte Y. S. i Practical Sanskrit English Disctionary, P. 1195
2. ' Bajasekhara s Kavyamimansa, (G.O.S.) P. 310.

3. Jayacandra : Bharatbhumi aur uske nivasi, Pi 63, 64.

4. GDAMI, P. 119. -
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part of •which, near Gahjam is still called Mahendra Mala or 
the hills of Mahendra.

SAHYAis also one of the seven principal chains of 
mountain in India, It.is still known as Sahyadri* and is 
the same as the northern portico of western ghats as far as 
their junction with the Kilgiri, north of Malaya.1 2 It is 
situated "between the river Kaveri in the South and the 
Godavari in the Uorth.^

MALAYA is the southern part of the western ghats, south 
of the river Cauveri, called the Travancore hills, including 
the Cardamon mountains extending from the Koimbatoor gap 
to cape comorin where it touches the ocean, Bhavbhuti tells 
us that the slopes of Malaya mom tain are encircled by the 
river cauveri.3 The Malaya abounds' in sandal trees and is 
proverbially famous for its cpol breezes4. Rajaseldaara has 
described four peculiarities of Malaya accowrding to its 
natural resources,5

1. Apte V. S. j Practical Sanskrit-Mnglish Dictionary, P, 1196.
2. Rajaaekhara : Kavyamixnansa (G.O.S.) P. 331,
3. Bhavabhuti : Mahavxracarita, V, 3,
4. Kalidasa ; Kumarasambhava, Till 25.
5. Bajasekhara : KSvyamimansa (G.O.S.) PP, 92, 93.
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Soddhala has mentioned four big forests of Jambudvipa 

namely Caitraratha, Mandana, Vaibhraja and Dhrti and four 
reservoirs of water namely Arunoda, Manasa, Sitoda and 
Hahabhadra.1 2 These forests and the lakes are also mentioned 
in the Puranas.^ The soldiers were asked to seek Udayasun- 

dari in the above forests and around the above reservoirs of 
water.

Soddhala has alluded to four rivers of India namely 
the Godavari, the Tapi, the Kannada and the Yamuna.

The river Godivari has its source in the Brahxnagiri, 
situated on the side of a village called Tryambaka about 
20 miles aw$y from Kasik. The river flows eastward to the 
bay of Bengal. The City Pratisthana of Kuntal country was 
situated on the bank of Godavari.3 The river Tapi has its 

source from the Vindhyapadas i.e. Satpura range and falls 
into the Arabian Sea near Surat. It is said to be the 
daughter of the sun, (Bhanumatah suta,) still the water 
of the river consists of the coolness of the moon. It is, 
at a distance of ten Yojanas from handavatapura.4 Karmada

1. UK i F. 108 •
2. Matsya Furana, Gh. 121 (l - 82).

- Markandeya Furana, Ch. 55 (2 - 3).
3. UK * F. 21.
4. UK. : P. 31.
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rises from the Amaxakantaka hills in the Vindhya range and 
flows into the gulf of Cambay, It is Rem by its aeeozldname* 
it is an abode of piety, says Soddhala, as a number of huts 
of ascetics are built on its bank. It is the Ganga of the 
heaven that has descended directly to the earth. Bhrgukaceha, 
the modern Broach is situated on its bank,3* Yamuna takes its 

rise from Kalindagiri, a portion of the Bandarpuccha moun
tain, whence it is called Kalindakanya.1 2 It falls into the 

Ganges at Allahabad and a bath at the confluence is consid
ered very meritorious.® The waters of the river had been 

purified by the contact of the body of Krsna, who used to
have water sports along with the multitude of Gopls in love.

/It throws off foams on its bank ds-jdt were the worn and torn 
pieces of the slough of Kaliyabhu jajfogama.4 Mathura is situa
ted on the bank of the river Yamuna.

Soddhala has also referred to various countries and 
cities in proper context of the work. They are noted as under

KUNTALA had been located by Rajasekhara in the South
ern India and Satavahanas5are mentioned as the rulers of_the

1. UK i P, 59.
2. Kalidasa s Raghuvsins'a, 71-48.

3. Kalidasa s Raghuvamsa, YL - 48, XEII 54-57.
4. BK * P. 55.

• Bajasekhara : Kavyamimansa (G.O.S.) P. 50.5
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country."^- Soddhala says, in the Kuntala, there was a city 

called Pratisthina on the hank of the river Godavari. Malayan 
vahana, the hero of the tale* is said to he the ruler of this 
country. The tract of the com try between the two rivers 
Godavari and Krsaa is the country of the Kuntalas, said some
times portions of Karnataka and Vidarhha are included in 
this country.

PRATISTEANA is located hy Ksemendra^ and Scmadeva^ on 

the river Godavari in the Deccan. Soddhala also follows the 
same tradition in his work. There is no douht that this is 
the gam® Pratisthina which is known to have been the capital 
of the Andhrabhrtyas, who bore the patronymic name of
/ L_ / ^ _

Satavahana, Salivahana of which Bala was an illustrious sdsion 
Salivahana Saka is an era of the glorious king Salivahana.
The popular belief als o" is that -the Saka era was: founded by 
a king Salivahana reigning in A. D. 78 at Pratisthina, which 

is the present Paithan afl the Godavari in the Bombay State.
— j— - - -

KGffKMA, the term though used in the Bombay State in
a mere^restricted sense, denotes properly the whole strip of
^ a

land lying .between the western ghats and the. Arabian, sea.»

I* Ksemendra s Brhatkathamanjarl, 1.1.71 and 1.3.17
2, Somadeva : Kathasarit-sagara, VI 83 and VIII 72.
3. Gazetteer of Bombay Presidency, Vd. I Part II P.283. 
€» Kal'tdnsa : Baghuvaftsa, BF 38^
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It is tlie country known as Parasuramaksetra. Kalidasa names 
this country as Aparanta,1 Soddhala refers to three Silahara 

kings of Kchkana, namely Cchittaraja* Magarjpna and Eummu- 

niraja. SthSnaka was the capital city of Kchkana. The 

Poet went there and enjoyed the patronage of the above three 
rulers in the assembly of great poets.2

STHAHAKA is modem Thina located to the north of 

Bombay its-the Bombay State. This is Sthanakapura of Kchkana 

in-the Jain Agamas. It is said to be Drcnamukha, which 

means that it could be approached by both the paths of land 
and water.3

LATA is southern Gujarat including Khahdesa or the 

tract of territory situated between the river Eahi and the 

lower Harmada. The limit of Lata is changed from time to 

time. Latamandala# a unit of the Calukya empire under 

Jayasimha and Kumarapala is said to be from the JSahi or the

1. Kalidasa : Baghuvamsa, IT 58.
2. UK : P. 12.

3. Sahdesara B. J. : Jain Agama Sahityaman Gujarat, P. 251. 

Yyavaharasutra, Ealayagiri Avrtti, Part 3 P. 127.

smcrHC cw i—
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Kannada downward including the com try along the coast and
reaching as far as Navsari or Purpa. Skandapurana ©peaks
of twenty one thousand Tillages of Latadesa.1 2 Rajas'ekhara
had a partiality for Lata (South Gujarat). According to
him it was the crest of the earth. Its people, however
hated Sanskrit, hut spoke elegant Prakrita3 4 in a beautiful

way. Its women were noted for their heauty and elegance
of speachr Its poets possessed distinctive literary traits?

and favoured the style called Lati. Humour was its special-
*

ity.^ Vatsaraja of Caulukya Vamsa, who patronised Soddhala 
was the king of the Latadesa.5

In this Lata, on the hank of the river Narmada, there 
is a village named Kayavarohana, Karavaiaa. According to
t . ,Saivas Pasupatacarya Lakulisa was horn in this village.

1. Sahkalia H. D. s Studies in the Historical and Cultural
Geography & Ethnography of Gujarat, P. 33.

2. Skanda Purina, Ifehesvara-khanda - I, Kumarika-khanda-II 
39, ldd.

3. Hajasekhara : Kavyamimansa (G.O.S.) P. 34.
4. Hunshi s Glory -that was Gurjara desa,I,P. 136.
5. T2K s P 12.
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This Pasupata Sampradaya originated in the Lata and from 
there it spread everywhere. This incident is of great 
importance in the cultural history of Gujarat.1

Bhrgukaccha, the modem Broach, was the capital city
of the Latadesa. It is located on the river Narmada. It *
is said to he an ancient port of Gujarat. In the Agama 
literature it is Bharukaceha and is referred to as Drona- 
mukha.2 Soddhala referfl to it as the most excellent among 
cities (Prakrstam Pattanesju) .3 Jinagama defines Pattana as 
a city which can be approached by means of carriages, 
horses and boats.4

Saurastra, which is also called Anarta, is the modem 
Peninsula of Kathiawar and some portion of northernmost 
Gujarat. Soddhala has referred to Prabhasa Ksetra, the 
modem Somanatha or Prabhasa Pattana on the coast of Kathia- 
wara, where the demon Mayabala and Dambholi who are in search

1. GSI, I P. 15.
2. Acarahga Sutra, Silahlcadeva Vrtti, part 1-2 P. 258.

3. UK. i P. 85.
4. Jivabhigama Sutra, Acarya Malayagiri Avrtti, P. 40.

ws^-dre-P.rrsrofr \ -
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of Udayasundari meet together. Both have arrived here to „ 
offer worship to Somanatha for the fulfilment of their desi
red object.1 2 Looting of Somanatha^ was the object of Bab- 
mud’s sixteenth raid. Mahmud left Ghazni in December A. D. 
1023, and apeared before Somanath about March. A. D. 1024.
He spent about a year in Gujarat and returned through Sindh 
to Ghazni which he reached about April 1026.

VALABHI was the ancient capital city of the state of 
the same name. At present it is a small town called Vala, 
situated on the Southern bank of the river Ghelo, about 
twenty two miles north-west of the modern city of Bhavana- 
gar, and sixteen miles away on north of Scngadha Station.3 
Valabhi was a centre of culture. The history of Maitrakas 
of Valabhi has been very well reconstructed on the basis of 
their oopper plate grants since 490 A. D. to 770 A. B. We 
find twenty sovereigns of this dynasty. Their Vamsavali, 
family tree, has been already shown in th*A jsseafis® chapter. 
The founder of Maitrakas of Valabhi was one named Senapati

1. Mgfesia- t HK, P. 143.
2. Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency, Vol I, Part I, P.

164, note 5.
3. Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency, Vol. VIII (Kathiawar) 

PP, 670 - 671.
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Bhattaraka. Soddhala refers to ^iliditya VII the last emp

eror of Valabhi dynasty. His brother was Kaladitya from whom 
the poet describes his own descent. Baring the rdign of Bha- 
raaena of this dynasty the Havana Vadha Kavya was written 
by Bhatti, as is shown in the last verse of the Kavya. *

There were four kings of the name of Bharasena, and therefore, 
it is not possible to say which of these Bharasenas was 
the patron of Bhatti. As these four kings are known to 
have ruled at Valabhi roughly between 495 and 641 A. B.f 
Bhatti lived,. at the earliest, in the biginning of the 6th 
century, and at the latest in the middle of the 7th.1 2

Hieun Tsang, a Chinese traveller, describes Valabhi as 
Pa-la-pi.3 Valabhi was a centre of business and learning.

The religious tolerance was observed in Valabhi is evident 
from the copper plates of its kings. Valabhi kings were 
fiaivas and yet it is clear that Vaisnava-dhar^Lma was also 

prevalent there. Bevardhi Gani also convened a Jain Session 
at Valabhi for the systmatic arrangement of the Jain scrip
tures about the middle of the 5th or the beginning of the 
6th century A. B.4 it sing, the Chinese traveller, writers

1. Bhatti : Bhatti Kavyam, P. X.
2. Be S. K. : History of Sanskrit literature, P. 183.
3. GSI, I P. 49.
4. Vaidya H.V.s Hayadhammakahao, Introduction,III P.

Gandhi Hiralal : Study of Ardhamagadhi grammar, P. 9.
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that there were two Vidyalayas in India# one in Halahda in, 
Bihar and the second in Valabhi. We find a model of the 
administration of Valabhi kings in their copper plate grants. 
S'or the downfall cf Valahhi, it is said that a Marwadi 
Bania named Banka was responsible. He called the foreigners 
who uprooted Siladitya the last king of this dynasty. 
According to another view# Arabs invaded through the sea and 
destroyed Valabhi.1 2

MATHURA was the ancient capital of Surasena Janapada. 
Indrapura was its another name. It was a business centre 
as it was located on the high way of ancient India. ^ The 

river Yamfina flows to the north of it. Soddhala says that 
it was encircled by ditches. It was as it were a charm of 
Uttarapatha through its excellent gradens. With wite-washed 
mansions it appeared as it were the fame of the human world. 
It was the residence of Krsna in his childhood.3

MAHDAVATA is referred to by Soddhala as a city of the 
Abhira country, located at a distance of ten Yojanas frcaa 
the river Tapi. Vasantasila, a gardener had gone there to

1. GSI, i, 52,
2. Sindesar|.a B. J. s Jain Agama Sahityamah Gujarat, P.119.
3; UK s PP. 54, 85.
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*1Bee the gardens • A

SDRPARAKA is identified with Sopara (Bala Sopara) in 
the district of Thana 37 miles north of Bombay and 4 miles 
north-west of Bassein. It was a great Tirtha in ancient 
times. Dr. Bhagvanlal Indraji got it excavated and he dis
covered an inscription of Asoka.2 Soddhaia says, " Vatsa- 

raja, the king of Lata, ccaning from Surparaka-nagara altered 
and sat in the temple in the vicinity of the road. He saw 
there a eulogy on the wall.11

Lanka seems to he situated in the Southern-most part 
of the Indian Peninsula, as an island in the Indian ocean.
It is identified with Ceylon.3 Soddhaia has referred to it 
as Lanka-puri decked with gold. He says, "It is an abode of 
demons containing golden buildings and the fortresses. Form
erly it was overcome by the tender-hearted Rama. Vibhisana,
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the successor of Havana* had a treasury of gold amassed since 

the time of Kubera. Bimayana describes the luxury of the 

people in Lanka. The lovely city had well-arranged high 

roads, and outstretched rows of the palatial buildings with 

its golden windows and pillars. The mansions of th# demons 

were shining with placds paved with sphatika, adorned with 

gold, variegated with vaidurya and studreS with the rows 
of peans.2

^r£T3Tr "V ~ \vfur^-\-s;

2. Valmiki : Bamayana Sundarkand II, 48 - 50.


