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CHAPTER VI

RELIGIOUS AND SOCIAL  DATA

(A) RELIGIOUS DATA

- The work of Soddhala reveals some data on which an
accomnt of the religious end spiritual activities of the
time can be built up. We attempt to give here a brief
sketch of the same, ' ‘

‘ Panthgm s- The people were god-fearing and righteous.
_Templeé of the Brahmenical gods and godiésses abounded in
the land and the drift from the vedic to the Puranic
worship had been completed, One gets the impressio of the
prevalancé of thé Puranic faith.

Vedic and Pumanic gods s~ Vedic Gods, Devas or Divau-
kages (p. 10), viz., Indra, Agni, Varwe, Surys, Yama and
Visnu with their various names have been referred to by the
poet, They have been described with the later Puranic
imprint m them. They are no more the anthropamorphic
features of nature and have become perscnal gods to their

respective devotees.

Of the new advents to the clder pantheom the féuow-

i
ing have been named.s Brahms, Visnu, Siva, and their’
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Conposite form of Trimurti, Kubera, Sesa, Madang and -

Lokapalas (p. 123). S

~ Goddesses :~ Of the Vedic gbddesses only Sacl, the
casort of Indra and Sarasvati (Bharati - D. 14) are mention-
eds; vl?u‘b these also have been amply coloured by Puranic idea,‘é.
Sarasvati and Bhérg;h:r. are bothlindenltica,l and denote the-

Goddess of learning. The Puranic goddesses who préponderate

during this age are Lekemi and Parvati.

' Mythical beings mentioned by Sod,@.haq.a are Gandharva,
Guhyeka, Kinnara, Siddba, VAidyadhara, Naga,.Bhuta, Pigdea,
. - ’ : iz
Vetals and Gena. It is possible to clarify them under four

heaﬁ}ggas followél S

(1) Enemies of Gods, very rarely visiting the ‘earth,
’ Asura, Daitys and Danava. '
(i1) Servants of the Gods, frequently comected with
" mortels, Géndharva, Kinnara, Guhyska and Gana.
(1ii) Independent super humsn beings, often mixing
" with mortels, Niga, Siddha and Vidyadhara.
(iv) EBvil beings, hostile to mankind, Raksasa,
~ Piaca, Bhita and Vetala.
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1, Tawny, Penzer : The ocean of story, Vol. I (Appendix I).
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Just as the number of i’uranic gods have multiplied so
has alsc grown that of the Deityas or Suradvigas, for withe
out the creation of important terrifying traits of the
latter, the gréa;bness of the former could have hardly been
possible to extol. Ravana, ;Cazilsa, Kaitabha and Bali have
therefore been alluded to.Rahu (p. '75') and Ketu (p. 55)
re§resented by two evil pla:qets have élso b_één classgd'among
" the demons after the msmner of the Purenas. Siva has the
following made up of the Gesnas who _beiong to the class of

gpirits.

The apirit;s of the forest, Vaﬁa.deyaté.s (pp. 38, 125)
have been alluded to. Ancient historical and mythological
personages and heros like, Sgamin, Pa.raégr_ém_a, Eartavirya,
Hanuman, Sugritva, Nalg, Mn.flz—a., Angada, Rame and others are

endowed with almost divine powers.

Soddhala has xf_efeired to that phase of popular reli-
gion in vhich déification of animals becames a marked
feature, Thus Garuda (the eagle) is the vehicde of Visnu,
éesa, the thouaand-hooded serpent is the couch of Vignu
(p. 65) and the Crocodile is the vehlca,le of Kendarpa,, the
1ove-god (p. 67).

- 4 .
Sane of the important gods and godgsses, both vedic
and quainic and other superhuman characters are discussed

ghetes:-

A=l
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INDRA had been the most powerful God in ‘the panthean
§ﬁ the’l_?év:eda. 250 hgms have been addressed to him;i but
;;ater m he was supeﬁc;eded by yonger Gods of thej?fa;fbanic.
pantheon of whom Vignu and S/iva became the ruling deities.
Soddhala refers to Indra uéua.lly with regard to narratives
regarding the cutting of the wings of the mountains with
' his weapom Vajra, mKuliéa or ﬁambholi (pp. 76, 82) and also
his curse to gmaéi for decehding. to the human world (p. 52).
His rape of Ahalya hes been referred to by Soddhala (p. 36).
'He presides over the eastvern dj.rection and hence the dirqc%—
ion is said to be Paursndari (p. 73). He is endowed with
a number of eyes (p., 55). He is referred to as Satamakha
' (p. 20), Pu;‘axidaré, (p. 26), iA_khax;c!.ala (p. 20), Maghavat
(p. 25), iigm;. (p. 2£.544), éatamanyu (p. 36), Sakra (p. 52);
Valabhid (p. 93), Vasava (p. 94), Surendra (p. 82), Harit
(p. 72,), Senkzandana (p. 143), Indra (p. 55), Satakratu
tp. 76); Surapati (p. 129). ' —

VARWNA of the Bgvedic pantheomn becomes a water-god
(p. 60). He bears a Pada,the noose of chistisement (p.
72). He is the presiding deity of the western direction
(p; 72).' ”
e memm e m e R em e amem e  emmememememamemamenamam o mamom

1, Macdonell : Vedic mythology, P, 59.
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_ YANA also called Dandal and ‘Antaka®has been mentioned
fifty times in Rgvedad and three whole hyms are dedicated
to him-in -the lst-and the 10th Mandalas. He gives bliss to
the good and woe to the bad in Rgveda. ﬁe;,is the god of
death who destroys 'i;he‘world. Yazﬁa in his epifthet Antaka
or Krtanta has been referred to by Soddhals as devouring
the worlds, Bhuvenabhojin (p. 75) and also bearing the
.deadly danda (pp. 76, 82).

BRAHMA is one of the principal deities and forms
alomg wlth Vlsnu and S:Lva., the wellk:aown Hindu triad called
trimirti referred to as }hrl-Hara—Brahmné.‘h (p. 70).

,is alluéed to as I’ra.japatl, the creator of all the mobile

and immobile wiverse (p. 68). 1In this Vmahner, Brahms has
been given the epz.thets of Vedhas (p. 124), V:.quygazf (p. 124)
and Pitamahs (p. 67). He is also said to be Caturmukhs

-(p. 14) = Viridei (p.94), Ambhojebhava, (p. 133), and
Panka,jabhu (pe 1) He shaws favour to those who are cursed
(p. 94). Sarasveti is said to be born from the mouth of
Brahms,. the lotus-born god (p. 1).
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(3..‘ Kalidasa : quéra,sambhavam II_ - 23.
2.  Bhbatta Nardyane :- Venisamhira, III - 32.
3, Macdmell : Vedic mythology, P. 171.
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VISNU, a deity of-Bg-veda, is reborn in Pﬁranic Pantheon
and has aca,;uired a new glory and boundless power. New
epithets are given to him as for example, Hari (p. 94),
Trivikrama (pp. 75, 124), Muraripu (p. 11), Mursri (pp.

36, 98), Caturbhuje (p. 78), Upendra (p. 95 & 9‘9), Cakra~
peni (p. 68), Eané?;‘dang (p. 73 & 94), Kamsari (p. 111),
Murajit (p. 96), Acyuta (p. 119), Sarngin (p. 25), Kaite-

bhari (p.54), Madhuripu (p. 55) and Asuradvis (p. .53).

. Vignu im Bgveda is a sun deity, who like the sun takes
three strides (vikrama) across the three kinds of space.
There his weapom as a precursor of the later Cakra is g
remolving wheel representéd like the sun. The inferior posi~
\tion of Visnu as a sun~deity in Rgveda is changed to o;:xe
of supreme importance in the Brahmenas, where he already .
agsumes the form of a dwarf and rescues the earth from the
Asuras in three strides. In the story of the great deluge
in the Satepathe, the fish that towed Mands vessel into
safety was the incarnation of Prajapati Brahman. The
1a.;cer mythology, however, 44z transferred the functions of

the fish, boar and tortoise from Prajapati Bralman to Vfigpu%.

Visnu, according to :Soqq.pa.la who obvisusly follows the

Puranas, is one of the most important gods of the later

1. HCL, Vol. III - P, 415,
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Hindu pantheon, -and to~day, besides Siva, he is the supreme
deity who is worshipped by the Hindus through one or the

other of his incarnatioms.
The Avataras of Visnu 3

An Avatara or incarnation of a gode differs from mere
identification of two gods in this, that in the former case
the god that is considered an incarnatio acets like a humen
being or even a brute, ajt:'the same time he has the miraculous
powers of a god. The Avataras of Visnu are variously given

by various authorities. 1

Kirdme (p. 94), Versha (p. 94), Nrsiha (p. 82), Vamena
(ps 94), Paradurama (Bhargava) (p. 8), Rama (p. 110, 111) and
Krsna (Kaitabhari p. 55) have all been-indentified with
Visnu. They were all famous incarnations of Visnu, the most
bedevolent of the gods, In the Kurmas incarnation, he pro-
tected the Vedas. In his Varaha incarnation, he rescued the
earth from the Daityas. In the Mrsimha incarnation, Prahlada
was rescued from his father, Hirar;ya,kaéipu, whose ‘chest was
torn assunder by sharp “n:.a.ﬂi‘,l.zs.i In the Vamana incarnatiom,
assuming the form of a Brahmana-dwarf, he traversed thé earth,
air and hea:&en in three gtrides and gained the earth from

Lol Sl el Rl R P R I R S I P PR N R P Rl Rl Bl Bl R Rl Bt Bl Rl Rl Sl Bl Bl 2ak hak Rak Rt

1. Utgiker N, B. : Collected works of Sir. R. G. Btzndarkar,
Vol. IV, pp. 58, 59.
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Bali, the lord of the demmns. As Parasurame, the san of
Jamadagni, he after having killed the Ksatriyas fil]_.ed the
pands in Kuruksetra with their blood and with-it gave
funeral offex;ing to his deaég;‘.,fafther. In the incammation
of Rime, the son of Dasaratha, he killed Rivana and as
Vasudeva, he rescued the people from the clutched of cruel

Kansa, Kaitabha, Madhu, Mura and others.

AVI,SNU reclines ~on the couch formed by éega, the
thouéand—hoogied serpent (pp. 36, 65). He is referred to as
resting on the lap of Leksmi (p. 58, 144) end wearing on his
chest o gem named Kaustubh (p. 100) and he is waited upm
by the humble Garuda. (p. 117). .

SIVA alang with Brelmg snd Vienu meke up the Hindu
Tried. He is the most favourite deity of Soddhala wham
he invokes in the beginning of his work, "ictorious is
the three-eyed god, who is the primsl cause and the pillar
of -the great house called the wmiverse charmi_ng with three
worlds (also three storeys) and in whose Bedy shines forth
the Goddess, thé daughter of the king of mowntains (Parvati)
a8 a decorative image" (p. 1). Moreover, he concludes ”

theWink with a stanzae Aeulogisin;g éaxika.ra.l," Wietorious in
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the three worlds is the favourite deity éahgara. the weilder
of Pinaka, Victoriocus is he, who possesses a great devotiam
to wards the God and gregtly victorious is the literary glory,
full of eulogy of Sive, which exists in this Campu story.
Form this as well as from his frequent references to the
&e;ty it‘sgems that the poet wadfwbrShipper of éiva. He
describes his own descent from Kaladitya who is said 1;'0,_

be the descendant of_Ki&astha a‘gana of Siva. The nemes

and attributes that are assigned to him bring out wé;; hig
powerful character; They are 3= Trinetra (. 1), Astamurti
(p. 10) Bhava (p. 10), Umefe (p. 12), Mahadeva (p. 12), Siva
(p. 53), Aubikénatha (p. 65), Dhurjati (p. 95), Purajit
(p. 96), Candraketu (pe 164), Sambhu ;p; 167), Ardhenduégkha;
Ta (p.rli5), mahpévafa~(p. 118), éahkara-(p.)116),\Capdiéa
(p. 107), Andhskari (p. 105), Andhakavipateka (p. 92),
Hatekeévara (pp. 102), Scmanatha (p. 143), Candravibhusana,
(p. 144) end Pin%kinf(p. 158). Several temples were dedicated
to Siva. Kalidasa refers to a Jyotirlinga called Mahakala

et Ujjayini¥ and of Vidvesvara® or Viévanitha at Banares.

Soddhala hes also referred to a temple of Siva (p. 65),
e e mm e m e e m e mem e m e m e = e mamam e = T
1.Kélidaaa : Raghuvemda, VI.34, and Meghaduta, 36.
8. Kalidasa : Raghuvamda, XVIII 24.
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where people offer prayers and bow. @Gowm to him for the
accamplishment of their desired object. Kumarakesari while
praying to éankarg gives eg.‘sfi;'ivid ‘p;:.cture‘ of the image of the
God. He says, "May God éaﬁkara vhose dripping elephant-
skin, the snake ‘around. the neck, ashes besmeared to his body
andA the third eye m his forehead are locked upon 'b'y Parvati
as a white Silken garment, a necklace, gandal dust and
saffron mark respectively by means of her eyes endowed with
dee§ love which as if works as an unguent of magic collyrium."
(p. 65). ‘

We find an;:ther feference to a temple of God Candra-
lce'tu (p. 104). He is waited upon‘« by young maidens with the
intention that their désires ma.y be ful;fill'ed. éiva has
been époken of as possessing eight forms (p. 1(;3), viz. the
. .ﬁ.‘ve elements, the sun, the moonwand the 'S-oma.-sé.‘crificer.l
Heﬂ is alluded to have taken & deadl;v pois'on namedv Kg,lakﬁta
e% the time of the churning of the ocean. This gave a

dark blue colour to his neck and in consequence of it he -

bears the names Nilakantha and Sitikantha.

The author has freguently alluded to the destruction
of Kamdevs through his -third eye (pp. 23, 36, 95) and that

-.ﬂ.-.‘.-.-.u.-.u.“.n.n.u.-.-'m.-.-’—.-“‘-.-.-'-.-.-'m.-

1. Kalidasa : Abhijnénabslkuntala - I, 1.
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of Tiipura, three cities of demmns through the fire of his
arrow (p., 84) and thus he is Purajit. -He is known for his
loud laughter. (p. 14) Soddhala refers to the composite

figure ca.lledﬂrdha.n’érinates’vara represented by Sive with

Parvati as forming part of his body (p. 1).

SACT or Indréni is the wife of Indra (p. 53, 144).
$ARASVAT§ or_Bhé,rati:. (p. é:":) is 'bt_:;m from the mouth of
:érghnﬁ, and is the goddess of speech and 1ea.ming, the
revealer of divine Visdcm aend the patrmess of arts and
scigﬁces;. She holds a Vina in her hand. She is also said
to be Vagidvari (p. 14) and Brahmi (p. 16). Soddhala while
praying -to Sarasvati says, " Let the Goddess, the mistress

of-.speech, born from the mouth of the lotus-born God _
‘ (Brahma), purify the world - the Goddess who witnessing
simulataneously the whole of the literary world subsists
in the mind's eye of the poet like its pupil.” (p. 1).

-

LAKSM'E or éri to whom several references are made
in the text, is the cmsort of Vig@u (pp. 25, 53) and is
represented“ in scuiptmre_a.s shampooing the feet of her
lord rgclining on the Sefa. A camplete pieture of this
pose has been given by Kalidasa, where she is said to sit m
a lotus, her silken robe covering her girdlle and Visnu's

feet-lying on her lap.l
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1. Kalidadsa : Raghuvamsa, X, 8.
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UMA,. the consort of Siva (pe 143, p. 53) has been

" referred to by the poet under several names like Girindrgdu—
hitd (p. 1), Adrisuta (p. 144), Parvati (p. 65), soEEssts
&=%5%), Anbiks, Bhavani and Gauri (pp. 28, 52). He has

also referred to her pancagni penance (pp. 28, 52).

) KALI, the destructive comterpart of Mahakala Sive,
wears a necklace of hvma,nﬂ_skull and serpents as her ornaments.
She holds the staff of a big stla as her wespoan (p. 61).

She cennot be indentified with Uma. Her .other epithets are
Ratyayani, Candi, Cémmda, Gandikd, Durga and Mahakali

(p. 61). Soddhala gives the characteristics of Camunda in
her praise by Kumsrakesari. There,the deity is referred to
aw wearing the bracelets of snakes and holding a big trident
in her bhand., Her body is covered with a long garment densely
woven by means of human heads.“ Even Indra is said to be

bowing down to -her feet (p. 61).

NAGAS have been treated in great extent, as the heroine
of the story is a Naga princess, They are divided into
eight Kulas or families, namely Aventa, Vasuki, Taksgaka,
Karkota, Kulikas, Sahkhagala, MalBpadma and Padms (p. 108).
,;.I'hey. reside in the nether world. “Tbey assume different
forms at their will. Their movement is unobstructed in all

the worlds., They are beautiful, divine and strong (p. 93).
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in enemy dies as soon as he is touched by .them. They are
indifferent to the wealth of others and therefore they are
appointed as the protectors of weglJth by people. It is
wonderful that they 1iveij-:l:_ike ’Yogins, mly on winé. a8 their
fbod. The aged éeaa beafa the wide-Bpread gazjth at ease,

as if it is a bunch of flowers (p. 94). Vasuki is said %o
be the chief of the Patdla regimm. Sikhandatilaka, the
father of the heroine is referred to as the descendant of
the family of Sankhapéla snd a favourite attendant of Sankara,
the god of the mobile and immobile (p. 95). Sanxhapale
seems to be the same as the father of éar‘xi:h_aéﬁga, the
serpentkw?zo wes given protection by Jimitavihana, the hero
of the drams, Néginanda. According to Sankhacida,l the

fame of his family wes os white as a conch-shell which was

e popular standard of compsrision for éiteness. éa.r‘zkhap’é.la_
was the name of cne of the eight families of Nagas as shown

above.

_ é_gsannéga was & mythical figure,- the pers&aification
of a serpent and the king of Nagas. His body formed the
eouch of Visnu, resting o the waters of the milky ocean,
while his thousand hoods were the god's canopy. He is algo
supposed to be supperting the earth on his hoods kpp. 52,
93, 94), . _ . S B}
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1. Sribarsa : Naganenda, P, 102.
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The meny-hocfed ccbra was used as & ropé for the churw.-
. . . 2 -
ing of the ocean. He now accompanieB both Siva and Visnu
and -is worshipped thr'oughout ‘the coumtry:: on & particular
festival day of his own, the Nagawpancaini,

' The Vi.dy'é.dharé,s, Kinnaras and Siddhes have been treat-
éd by 'i:he poet as endowed with div}ine i)wera in which the
-popular ‘bt—:tl.:l.elf‘ﬁzi.ta~ reflected. The:} are au;pposeci to’haunt'
the highest pesks of the Himalayas.

,Madé.na is the handsome god of love, He has a flower-
bow ha.vihg e string of bees and five flowerjn'.., arrows., e
shfewdly swaits the proper opportwmity to strike Siva. Un-
fortunately the prbde of his bow is humbleiby Siva's fortitude,
and he is innnedia.te}y burnt to ashes. Rati is a .consortﬂ _pf
Madana. The character of Ratl is vividly d_ra,w_izw in the famous
Rativilaps of the Knmarasambhava;iz Soddhala has slluded to
!aﬁaﬂa and Reti in his work, His attributes and functions
cen be wderstood by the epithets given by the author. They
are as ﬁn@g; z; Minedhvaje (p. 3), Manobhava (pp. 25, 66,
100), Memmatha fp. 52), Kusumepatrin (p. 48), Kus;mgsé‘.yaka
(p.'sb), Cetobhii (p. 63), Jhageketana (p. 121), Pancesu (e
123),“?ugpayudha (p. 66), Puspadhanvan(p. 66) Mencbhu (p, 66)

i.. Kﬁlidésa H Km&ra,sa.ﬁlbhav&, Iv.
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Manasija (p. 66), Madana (p. 102:),vKandarpa_-(p. 190), Angrig_a
(p. 96), Sedkelpajenman (p. 96), Makardhwaja (p. 96), Kusuma-
]Eéx'amqka~p§r;i (p. 74), Smara (é. 96), Makareketu (p. 99),
Karmukapani (3_3; 133); The poet also refers to the drinking
of wine by cupid and Rati(p. 67), Scattering of the red
Jewels of the necklace put a by cupid, who has been struck
by the foot of Ratl in anger (p. 48), movement of Ratd
alang with cupid (p. 53) and her swoming at the ‘burging of
dupid (p. 52). Cipid bas his banner of an alligator and
bears & staff of sugar cane (p. 99).

CHURNING OF THE OCEAN

So@@halai has given a ﬁumbe:c of stray references to
Samudramanthana, the churning of the ocean already described
in the. Purénas.z The gods and demcngs assenbled together
wanted to churn the ocean. The mowntain Mandara was made
the churning staff. Sesa was used as the rope of the staff.
Bali was mode the chief of the activities and demmns were
associated with the gods in the churning. Visnu im his
ﬁﬁﬁr‘bh incarnatiom as a tortoise came out frem Patala.
. He. was the resting place of Mendara mountain. Visnu at
:bhe request of the Gods and demens supported the chuming
g PP
1, Svidhmds 3 UK, pp. 6, 9, 10, 13, 64, 65, 68, 124,
2, Matsyapurana Ch., - 249 - 251,
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gteff. They churn% the ocean for hundred years- and
received the fourtken jewels, viz., Lakemi, Kaustubha, Pari-
jataka, Surdh Dhanaventari, the moon, wish-yeilding cows, the
elephant Ai:g'é.vé,ta, éé',rhga, the horse Uccaihéravas, the
nectar, sn umbrella, a Wow, Kundalas and the Kalakuta. Visnu
received Leksmi, Kaustubha and a Sarhge bow. Indra received
the elephent Airivata and the horse Uccaihdravase and the
EKundalas. Surya received Dhanvantari. Varuna received the
wbrella. Vayu received Parijateka. The péison was drunk
by 'éiva. For the sake of the nectar there issued a battle
ameng the gods and demons, Visnu assumed the Mohini form and
the demons handed over the pot of nectar to him, During the
battle, the gods drank the nectar. Rahu, in divine form

was also drinking the same amongst the gods. A4s soon as

the nectar reached his neck, the sun anci the moon revealed
his identity end Visnu cut off his head from the body.

Since that time his enmity with the swn and the moon conti-
nues up till now.
\ 'SOMAVATHA AND Eimévm .

Soddhala has reffrred to Prabhasa-kgetra, on the coast

of Kathiawar, where the shrine of Shri Samsnatha had been
already established. People worshiped samanatha for the

fulfilment of their desired object. At the t.{me' of Soddhsla
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a great number of" people went on a pilgrimage of Spmn’é,tha.
The author refers to the huge crowd of pilgrims gathered
together on é, sacred day. He also refers that this shrine

fulfilled. the desires of the devotees.1

» According to a reference in the Skandapurans thé

sacred shrine of Somenatha must have been ﬂshrine of Bhai~
ravanatha before it came to be known as S4:>mzs:,nza‘.1’.3:1&..2 éri
Jote R, ﬁ. considers that the wo:rshiﬁp of Somanatha is

cmnected with the worship of the moon and the fired

and ~
also notes that the worshipers of Siva according to Somg-
vidya, the special cult of wqrsha.ppxng S:Lva, alomg with the
mratwnf:.,~ were in great numbers at Prabhasa. In order to corro-
borate this argument he §uote<_i .the verse4 in whiéh_ it is
mentioned that the river Sarasvati, the ocesn, Siva along
xvvi“bh‘ Umz, the moon and Somenatha, these five whose names q
begin with Sa are difficult to be ;btained3 Thus he has -
come to the conclusion that the name Scamenaths was given to

the sacred shrine of Siva at Prabhasa by the Seive devotees
who worship the sacred linhge according to the tfadition of
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1. Sodéhsta : UK, P. 143,

2. Skanq.a.puré'na, Prabhasa khand, Prabhasa mahatmya, 4.
3. Jote R, B, ; Somanatha, P. 55 £f,

4, Jote R. B, 3 Soma,na.tha., Po 67.
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Sana~vidyza,.

Soddhala has alsé referred to Hai;akeévaxjég twice in the
- text (pp. 102, 140). 4An aged sage Patalagena by name has
been said to be a devotee of ?é.fcakegvara. Having received
Brohme, lotuses for the worship of the deity in Caitriks
Parvan on the full ma?:_x day of Caitrs, he returned fram
heaven to the earth (p. 162). In the second reference
Seddhala suggests that Hatkedvara, the original deity of the
safred shrine of Hé@akes‘iré.ra was in the Nagalcka; the ser-
pent rggion. This suggestion can be obtained from the
mention of Tarakirita who worships Hé."l;akea,vara on one
Astami day, in the serpent regiom (p. 140). There is also
a reference to a pmactice that Hé:@ékes’vara was speclally
worshipped on Astami and Caturthi day. This deity also

was considered to be fulfilling the desires of the devotees,

The Puranic references to Samenatha and I-Ié:takeévara

are ancient ones.l Brahmg established the linga of Siva in
golden image in order to worship the god Ait was the beginning

of the worship of that lirga. At present, Héftakes’vara. is a

favourite god of the Nagaras of Gujarat. But according to
- N
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- o :
references. found in the Ptmz_zasn’, Siva is a beloved god of

Nagas and Nagendras always worship him.

According to Manasankar’bhai?- in Iiragrotpa.ttz Ha.takesvara
is an original god of Naga people bu’c 3.ater o he was recei-
ved by Nagawas when the god arrived at Vadanagara from the
Patala region, In the Linga Purana after worshipping the
Hemslinga, a verse® ig recited in vhich éivg._ is referred to
as the protector or the god of Nagas. Uméé'ahkarq. Joshi
refers to Iﬁi;akea'vara Ksetra in Anarta to the south-east of
the Arbuda mountain. Later on it was also 'fnentioned as ,a.’/
Camatkarapura Ksetra. ‘It is near Va@ana.gara..“ Sridhara
éé’.stri emmler?.tes the following names for Vadanagara s-
Anandapura, Camatkarapura, - Skandapura, ‘Ma.dana’:éara, Madana-
pura, Anartapura, Vardhaménepura.? Its lenglth and breadth
-.---.---.n-—.-.-.-—.-.-o-.-.-u-.-'.-.-.-.-.-.-.-..-.-.-.-.-o"'

1. Skanda,purana, Na.garakhanda., \Adye.ya - 2.
Ry gam g oy TR Tl oy
0T Wﬁf‘ﬁﬁiﬁ“‘% FrEAATTIL N E‘*‘-’h
g w@zﬁfr"m«f‘q%@”ﬂ“mm

Skandapurana, Kmnarika khand.
2., GSI, I, P. 228.
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are said to be of five Kosas. A mythical story regarding the
establishment of the lifga i.e, Hitakedvara has been given
differently, in the Skandapurans (Nagarakhand, Kumarikskhadde
and Prebhasa khanda) and in the Linga Purana. .

Prebhasa and Hatakesvars Kshetra as béing connected
with approximately the common traditios regarding the wor-

ship of 8ive and the references to Siva as the God of Nagas

RN e T S ok Sl B

and the same of the Nagaras, throw light on the hostrical
importance of the 11’%@. worship in the region of Gujarat and

elso of Naga-jati and Nagaras.

(B) SOCIAL DATA

Soddhala has written an imaginary story where we
cannot expect a real picture of the social conditions of

the time besides the religious conditions as mentioned before.
Various Quarrels :

~ However, in the contest of Malayavahana with the demon
Mayabala, & Soddhala gets an opportunity to criticise the
various quai‘rels observed in the society of the time, and
he ridicules them in scathing words. He points out that
the gaarrel between widows waxes great_ on account of lying
bare the private secrets of one another. The quakrrel of

i. UK ¢ P. 79.
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cp—wive? chiefly consists of shouting against each other and
twisting the bones of the fingers. The guarrel betweeﬁ g0~
betweens is characterised by loud and obscene abuses against
gach other., The quarrel between Brahmangs is characteérised.
by beating oge§elf and such other expressions of self tortute.
The quarrel between traders is charactefésed as a profuse
show of raising hands but still it is devoid of striking.

The quarrel amongst the wntouchables is characterised by
profusenoise of a crowd of relatives. These quarrels have
particular characteristics according to the castes or the

particular nature of those who—quarrel.

There are other quarrels in which there is censure
of mutual actims. Others depict the cbligatiomns conferred
o each other. Others only consist of a great noise-wof
shoutingand still others are ful; of one's own praise, In
such rare cases Soddhals shows his keen observation and a

sense of satirical wit.

Gembling has been referred to by So@@halal in the
story of Kumerakesari. The condition of a gaﬁbler as
described by him follows the description of a gaubler
found in the literature beginning from Rgveda mwards, 2
1. UK : P. 56. |
2. Rgveda, X, 34., Mohdbhirata, Ssblaperve, Ch. 58-62,

 $udrak : Mgochakatiks Act II.
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This description notes that when & person is addicted to
gambling, it is very difficult to withdraw frem it. He has
to suffer insults from his creditors in public places. In
this description of gambling Soddhala notes that there were
various types of gambling such as Andhika i.e, the blind
gambling, eto.

‘Appointmmt of a Minister :

Scddhsla. has also expressed certain thoughts as regards |
the appdintment of & minist e:r:.:L He points out that out of
the four castes, Bréhmana, Ksatriya, Va,is/ya, and, S/ﬁd;-a,‘ oly
a Kstriye individusl is fit to be a minister, A Brahmana,
even though he possésses the qualifications for being a mini-
ster, would not accept the post, through the fear of being
involved in pattver which preclude him from spiritual refle-
ctims. A Vaié'ya. is engrossed in the a,cq;uisitn‘:m of wealth
through trade and agriculture and consequently, he possesses a
migserly heart and thus becomes wnmfit for the pest, Sudraa are
not even to be considered ona ccommt of their faithlessness at
the proper time. 8o according to Soddhala only Kgatriya
deserves to be the chief minister for counse.._z.ng the king.

Therem also the Ksatr:.ya should be of the same family and

Ll Sad T Rk S R R PR P S el R R R R Rl S L Pl Bl Rl Sl Sl S i haf Sl Rl B

1. UK : P, 8,
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ﬁave an- intimate relation with the kings If a Ksatriya fram
another family‘v gets \entra,nce to the administration of a h
king, he naturally gets an opportwmity to uauz;p the thoone
of the latter and so such a course is not Aadvisa’ole‘. - Qf
course, Soddhala makes it quite clear that the min:{s-ber must
;jossess extraordinary intelligﬁnge to cope with the difficult

duties ofeﬁministering a kingdam.
Migcellaneous Features of Society :

Eayly in the morning, musical instruments were played
upon in the ‘temples of gods. The ecity guards kept a whole
night watch., The professien of prostitutes.was in full
_ vogue.- People were very fond of pet birds like Sarikae end
parrots wham they kept nin cages. Old women gang songs of
praises to Visnu. Young sa,gés began their daily religious

routine by praises to God.1

) ;Hoepita.lity to the guest was highly regardgd even by
a ploughma.n.z In the birth festival, keeping awake oh the
sixth night and the sacrament of namingetc., were celebrated
for the welfarebfthe child.® The virgins in -the royal harem

pessed - thetec days happily. 'i'hey engaged themselves in

1. WK : P. 144,
2 UK : P. 33.

g, UK : P. 96.

.
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various achiviﬁies and amusements such as, drawing poptraits,
pleying on Vinas and faufes, playing ball—~games, swinging,
conversation with parrots and sarikas, sports with the

deer and the swan,testing i‘resh creepers, plucking fresh- )
flowers and plunging in the pleasure'lake.i The Danda-rasa
was played m the :a'l;a,ge.g~ Narratlm Purana stori es and
des/ edtations of learned persons were prevalent in the
.=.zcw::;.<-:-t:,r.:3 People used Araghatta machines for watering

gardens and the banks of canals were repa,iréd in the beginne

ing of a,u’cunm.4

A noteworthy soclal custom prevalent at t_he tizfze )
may also be noted here. At the time of Soddhala there was
the Iiractive of the tmgm‘e of widows, who after the d‘ea,th
" of their husbards put on mly white ga.rmen'ts; So@@habé.

referg- to this practice in the Verse,5 When the sun
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disappeared fro;n the world the. lotus oreeper whose bair in
& .
the form the swarm of bees were lost, put an like a widow

a2, white garment ;,mder the pretext of the mom-light."

From the description of the city Pratigthana, we can
guess 'Ehat big cities were sgr_i‘omded by strong remparts and
encircled by deep ditches of water. Sacrifies were popular,
Houses were strongly built and large in size. They were
surrounded by extensive court-yards containing bi;&é%nd
tanks., The citiea were riqh and the trading ‘coquymtmity wag
? vlent, Goldsmitﬁs and Jewellers had an exi;ensive scqpe
for their profession o account of the wealth of the

citizens., 1

For the acq}xisiﬁ_im of wealth people perhaps took to
shady adventures a8 magic, mining of rich ores snd jewels and
facing goblins and spirits in their dark recesses, The Science
of curing poismous snake-bites seems to have an extensive

popularity. 2

When newly married couples ceme near their residence,
they were receivec} with great hanour, For _them the path was
swept clean and sprinkled with water. It was docorated with
figures of swastiks and pitchers full of water were placed
o -both ﬂicies.3 In festivals similar preparations were
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2. IJI{ SP‘O 210
3. UK s P, 146.
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mades peeﬁle decorated themselves in bright clothes and da-
zzling ornaments. City squares were decorszted kyfgycattering
flowe)rs. and erecting decorative arches and flags, and pitchers

full of waterl were also placed at shitable places.

-.ﬂ.-"-.-.n.u‘n'n.-‘-.n.-‘-'-'n'-.-.-.-.-.-‘-.-.-.-'-'-‘-.-*

i. "UK : P. 147.



