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CHAPTER VII

KAYASTHAS MD THEIR COTgRIBUTICE' TO LITERATURE

Kayastha in Sanskrit Literature s

Soddhala calls himself a Kayastha and at the same time 
claims to he a Ksatriya.1 Sale says that Kayastha is a nan

of mixed origin, being the offspring of a Ksatriya father
/ _ _ - ^and a Sudra mother. They formed the written- class. Aeeord-- ^

ing to wilson, men of the Kayastha tribe were usually employ
ed by Hindu princes in the collection and record of their 
revenue and their character for extortion became proverbial. 
Qa. account of this, their spirit of extortion and treoherous 
disposition, they came to be hated by the people. These 
court scribes were known in literature as very clever and 
unscrupulous.2

1, UK * P. 10.
/ - _

2. Sudraka s Mrcchakatika Ed. by Kale H. R., notes P. 94.
: Mrcchakatika Id. by Karmarkar R. D. P. 430.
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During the reign of Asoka^Rajuka and Lajuka were the
-

officers who drew taxed and looked after the public policy.
- - '^r

As oka had full faith in them and hence complete powers were 
delegated to them. Dr. Buhler points out that the words 
Rajuka and Lajuka were used for eminent statesman. Their 
occupation was that of Lekhaka and Ganaka and hence histo
rians consider them as Kayasthas.1

The Eayastha appears in an unfavourable light. They 
are compared to serpents in the Mrcchakatika2.fhe court of 
justice is compared to the ocean and Eayastha, was also one 
of the authorities of the Rajakarana. Eayastha is mentioned 
along with a rogue, cata in the Mrcchakatika.3

- - ■ Yajnavalkyasmrti refers to Eayastha4 and thejf Mitaksara
1. Diwin R. C. s ^ri Yalmika Eayastha Jnati Suoi* 1*030) 47,

/ _2. Sudraka : Mrcchakatika Ed. Eale M. R. IX * 14, P. 205.
^'n:prr^vr\0 v-n^vi -- r rT5TP?t1 'Tc-f 'vWv «

/3. Sudraka : Mrcchakatika, Ed, Eale M. R. P. 114.
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cn it says that a Kayastha is a writer (Lekhaka) and an

-_V

accountant (Ganaka). He is a favourite of kings and fra- 
dulent by nature. People should he protected from Ms 
harrassment. Viramitrodaya cn Yajnavalkya Smrti says that 
Kayastha was a writer appointed hy a king, Rajadhikrta.

In the same sense Kayastha Dhanadatta is referred to 
as appointed (Kiyukta) in the Mrcchakatika. It is stated 
in the Brahmapurana that Kayastha was an officer.1

In the Mudraraksasa, ® we find that Raksasa’s hosom fri-
/end Sakatadasa is a Kayastha and a professional writer . 

Canakya, in this context says that much notice need not he 
taken of Sakatadasa because he was after all a Kayastha, who 
was incapable of doing any serious ham.

Parasari gives a fanciful hut hamouraus derivation of 
%the word. According to its letters e.g. Ka is taken frcm 

Kaka, a crow whose excessive fondness for passion is found
1. Brahmapurana, Ch. XLIY - 37

' IhPo-U' ^VvT'Vf vtoT; \ ‘
Zs Visakhadatta i Mudraraksasa, I,P. 19

3. Sudraka : Mrcchakatika, Ed. hy Kale M.R., notes P. 94 
footnote.

GSI I, p. 206, foot-note.
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in the Kayasthas. Ta is taken from Yama, the God of death 

as he is cruel by natural and Stha from. Sthapati, the 

Carpenter, who is known for his hard stroke.

In the list of officials mentioned by name in the 
inscription of BhiskaiT4rarman, a king of KamaSSpa, and a 

contemporary of Harsa, there- is a mention of a Kayastha 

(Scribe), The word Kayastha as a name of a post can be 

found in epigraphy in the 5th cent. A, 2). in the Damodarpur 
copper plate grants.1 2

Kayastha*s Origin s

The traditional account of the origin of the Kayastha 

mentions that once Dharmaraja approached Brahma and said 

that he being alone was not able to chastise the sinful 

persons. Brahma replied that he would be helpful to him 

in that respect. Srahmi practised penance for thousand 

years and when it was over,he found a brilliant person
wil'vT '

standing before himAan inkpot and a slate.- When asked, the 

latter replied that he was bom through Brahma* s body 

during the penance. Brahma was rejoiced at this reply and

1. HCI, Vol. Ill, P. 351.

% El, Vol. XII 65, XIX 118 f.

2. El, Vol. XV P. 130.
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he was named as Kayastha (staying in the "body) and as he 
stayed wonderfully in the body his epithet was Citragupta. 
Dharmaraja entrusted him to note down the good and evil deeds 
of human beings.

This Citragupta was married with Subhavati the daugh
ter of a Brafamana named Susanna an inhabitant of Avanti.
The second wife of Citragupta was Nandi, the daughter of 
Menu. He got twelve sons, eight from the first wife, namely, 
Syamasundara, Sarhgadhara, Dbarmadeva, Sumati, Damodara, 
Dinadayala, Sadananda, and Raghavarama, and also four sons 
from the second wife, namely, Yugahdbara, Bhanuprakasa, 
Dharmadhvaja and Ramadayala.

All these twelve sons were sent to different directions

yafter their marriage. They inhabited in different regions
and their descendants were known as Kayasthas, divided
into sub castes. They are as under s-

/ _(1) Sri Vastava, (2) Valmika, (3) Gauda, (4) Mathura,
(5) StS^adh^vaja, (6) Kulasasista, (7) Nigama, (8) Bhatnagara,
(9) Asthana* (10) Saksena, (11) Ambastha, (12) Karana.

Valmika Kayasthas :

The Valmika Kayasthas who are predominantlly found in 
north India, and South Gujarat are said to be descendants
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of Raghavarama, - the sen of Gitragupta. Raghavarama and his 
•wife manjubhasini went .to the hermitage of ValmikA and 
stayed there, therefore, their descendants were called 
Valioika Kayasthas. *

Gopinatha sihha2 thinks that the real name of Valmika 

Kayasthas cf Gujarat is Vallabh Kayastha. Valabhipura was 
founded by Vallabha, the eleventh son of- Gitragupta, Thus 
Vallabha may be identified with Raghavarama.'. In childhood 
Vallabha was handed over to ValmikA and the sage took him to 
some hermitage in Saurastra near Abu mountain and educated him.

Candraseni Kayasthas s

Besides the Gitragupta Kayastha:; caste, there is also 
a caste named Candraseni Kayasthas. The legend says that 
when Pai^urama took his bow to make the earth devoid of 
Ksatriyas, the wives cf Ksatriyas moved to the hermitages 
of sages, Oae of them was the wife of Candrasena, who went 
to the hermitage cf the sage Dalabhya. Parasurama arrived, 
at this hermitage and saw that she was pregnant. He was

1. Munsif Banda Prasada : Valmika Kayastha Samskrti 
Darsana, P. 1. (1930)

ii. Diwin R. C. * Sri Valmika Kayastha Jnati Suci,^PP, 39,40
2, Munsif Banda Prasada s Valmika Kayastha Samskrti

Darsana, P. 37.
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prepared to destroy the foetus according to his vow. The 
sage handed her over to Paa^urama. Par^urama was pleased 
with this obligation andjrequested him to ask for some-thing. 

The sa^e requested him to handover foetus of the lady. 
Pa^surama complied with it and said that the offspring 
should he named as Kayastha. The son horn from the foetus 
was known as Somaraja. He was married to a daughter belong
ing to Citragupta Kayasthas. The descendants of Candraseni 
Kaatriyas are known as Kayastha Prabhus who are predominantly 
inhabitants of the Southern part of India.

.Another legend says* that the Kayasthas are the desce

ndants of a Ksatriya father and a Sudra mother. It is said
f _that Citragupta must have married a Sudra wife, but we find 

no mention any where about her. The Puranik account of
> <rCitragupta*s marriage with Subhavati (a Brahmin Girl) and 

with Handi (the daughter of Manu) is more reliable and 
hence the above legend seems to be baseless. However, if 
we consider it to be true, it is certain that the caste of 
a family is decided by the caste of the father and not by h 
that of the mother. Thus Citragupta Kayasthas belong to- 
Kdtriya caste. A number of evidences are quoted by

1. Diwan R. C. : Sri Valmika Kayastha Jnati Suoi,^P. 41.
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R. G. Biwan1 to prove that Kayasthas belonged to Kgtriya 

oaste and the laws of Sudras do not apply to the Kayaatha 
consaunity.

Kayasthas in Inscriptions :

Kayasthas are found as writers in inscriptions. From 
the names of writers of Gurjara, Haitraka Rastrakuta and 
other miscellaneous records it appears that there ms a 
regular office, and its holder, bearing the titles Saridhi- 
vigrahika and Bivirapati, was a hereditary officer. We 
find a number of names of the writer* s group, but no caste 
is mentioned in all these inscriptions, except cnee in a 
record of Rastrakuta Amoghavarsa where the phrase Valabha 
Kayastha is specially mentioned. Thus it is possible that 
this writer class did not originally form a caste, in the 
sense, in which we use it to day} but formed a functional
group. It is in this sense, i.e. in the primary sense of

/office, that the term Prathama or Jyestha Kayastha is ased
in the 5th, 6th and even the 8th centuny inscriptions of

2the Guptas and other dynasties of Bengal. In the same

..... ................-(355r“#*1. Biwan R. 0. j Sri Valmika Kayastha Jnati Suci,/P. 48,49
2. Sankalia H. B. : Studies in the Historical and Cultural

Geography and Ethnotraphy of Gujarat, 
P. 146 ff.



I

173
sense, according to Yajnavalkya Smrti, as we have seen, Kaya- 
stha was an accountant and a scribe.

In India, where professions wire" long since hereditary,
. ^ /

they tended to form distinct castes. When actually this 
practice originated, is not known? hut about the loth cen
tury, these sub-castes began to appear in inscriptions.

- ' -

The Kayastha is one of these sub-caste. It is mentioned as 
a distinct entity in Calukya records from the time of Mul«- 
raja cowards, in the inscriptims of Gurjara Pratiharas and 
their successors, the Gahayalas of Kanauj and Palas and 
their successors in Bengal. The names of some of the 
Kayesthas, who were the writers of the Calukya inscriptions, 
have been given as Jejja, Kaficana, Vatsesvara, Kekka, Keka,

l __Kekkal, Laksam, Valiga, Sahajiga, Santikumara, Somasimha, 
Vajada, and Kumara Vasarina.

Original Varna of Kayastha Caste s

Gurjara Kayasthas trace their descent from me or 
the other of Ksatriya dynasties, Soddhala himself being a 
Kayastha at the same time claims to be a Ksatriya. Siladitya's 
brother Kaladitya was an incarnation of Kayastha, a Gana of 
Siva* According to Soddhala* this Kaladitya left behind him

1. UK i P. 10 ff' iT^ ^
j*s.■» .. ____wd «!
'VjTctr



174
an extensive family of Kayastha Ksatriya caste. One of the 
branches of that caste was Valabha, belonging to Valabhi.

According to one inscriptional account,1 * 3 they were 

the descendants of a Sudra servant of a sage named Kachara, 
but were blessed to become wise diplcanatis by a boon of 

Siva,- while another inscription would claim their descent 
from Kasyapa. Bengali tradition traces the origin of the 

upper classes of Bengal Kayasthas to the five attendants 
of the five Brahmanas who came to Bengal from Kanauj at 
the invitation of Misura.^

If personal names have any significance, the name 

endings Bhatta and Bhatti, in the names of G-urjara, M&ttfaka 
and Rastrakuta writers would show that these were probably 
Brahmanas. Mames of some of the writers of CauLukya plates, 
in same cases are Ksatriya like &a$ikumara, Sacasimha,

Kumara, Jaitrasimha, whereas in one case it seems to be 
Brahmana~~like, ° Vatesvara, But the same cannot be said 

about Anahila, the first writer. He is supposed to be a 

shepherd, in the famous story of the foundation of Anahilapura

1. History of Bengal, I, 58S.
2.. Smith .% The early History of India, P., 412. . ,
3. Kane P. V. * History of Dharmasastra II i. P. 77, 

HIA, I 743.
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One wonders whether the founder of the writer class of Valabhi 
plated was originally a pure Ksatriya or Brahmana or belong
ed to a mixed caste.1 2

Kayastha as a caste Fame :

¥e find the earliest mention of Kayastha as a caste 
name in the Sahjan copper plate grant of the Bastrakuta king 
Amoghavarsa I dated 871 A. It has been written by Dhar-
madhikarana Senabhogika Guna-dhavala of the Valabha Kayastha 
Vamsa i.e. the very Kayastha family to which our poet belong
ed. Soddhala has said nothing about any other sections of 
the Kayastha caste except his own as existing in his time in 
his part of the country. But the distinctive, adjective 
Valabha signifying the locality of its origin clearly shows 
that there were Kayasthas other than the Valabha, even in the 
Kinth century. Although the word Kayastha originally meant 
the name of a post, people following the occupation for 
generations came to be known as a distinct caste. Shis will 
be clear if we lock to the caste names of India, which are 
mostly occupational names. It is not unlikely that Kaya- 
shha as a caste commenced formation from the 8th century A.B.

1. Sahkalia H. D. s Studies in the Historical and Cultural
Geography and ethnography of Gujarat,P« 148.

2. El, Vol.-XVIII. EP. 23S cffiCS.
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It is difficult to say when the nythieal stories about the 

origin of the different sections of the Kayasthas came JLnto
jf"

existence. The story of the origin of Valabha Kayasrhas is 

not later than the 11th century A. D. Citragupta^jorigin of 

the Kayastha is perhapes still later. The earliest epigraphie 

mention of Citragupta having any connection with the Kayasthas 

is found in a charter of Govindcandradeva of Kanauja dated 
1115 A. D.1 This plate was written by a Vastavya Kayastha 

Thakkura named Jalhana, who has been described as bom of 

a Karnik family* resembling Citragupta in qualities (as a 

writer). This was only a prelude. Prom this resemblance 

in occupation, the idea of descent from him was conceived. 

iTaisadhiya- car it a described Citragupta as Kayastha and makes 

him present at the Svayamvara-sabha of Damayanti, along 
with Agni* Indra, Yama etc.2 Harsa, the author of this 

work was a contemporary of king Jayacandra, who flourished 

to wards the latter part of the 12th century A. D. It 

my therefore, be surmised that the legend of the Citragupta 

descent of some sections of Kayasthas dates from the 12th

1. EC, Vol. Till EP. 152 & 153.

• Sri Harsa : Saisadhiya carita, 14 - 66.
r

jn 1 -Vr- •qsfs-j.v 'HV\\u V;w* -t • \\

2,
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century A. D.

History of the Kayastha $

There are ample references to Kayasthas in epigraphy 
hut in it there is no mention of their Gitragupta descent, 
we have seen that the Yalabha Kayasthas are mentioned in 
epigraphy and in the Sanskrit literature hut they are not 

heard of now a days.

In Gujarat, Yalam Brahmanas of Yala were the priests 
of Kayasthas about 1150 A. D. ^ It is said that they asked 

heavy Daksinas for the performance of the marriage ceremon
ies of the Kayasthas. This was the cause of displaasure 
and thus Kayasthas left them and accepted Brahmanas of 
Talaja as their priests. Prom historical accounts, it app
ears that Yalmika Kayasthas migrated to south Gujarat from 
Saurastra and Horth India for the sake of service during the 
mogul period and dwelt in Kodinar, Radhanpur, Dholka, Surat,

- _ _ _ _ _ oPalsana, Songadha, Yyara, Havsari.etc.

1. Biwan R. 0. : Sri Yalmika Kayastha Jnati Suci, (1930)P. 65.
2. Dowan R. C. t Sri Valmika Kayastha Onati. SU6iV( 1930)PP.67-68. 

Munsif Handa Prasada : Yalmika Kayastha Samskriti Darsana*
P. 3
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In fact, we find mention of a Valamya Kayastha dcner/in a pillar inscription of Bhinnamala dated 1006 A. D.1

Soddhala- has referred to the fact that his fore-
)

fathers held for generations the post of Dhruvaprabhu. 
Dhruvas. were village accountants and their posts were here- 
ditcfry. The Btoumprahhus were district accountants having 
under them village accountants. By holding the post for 
generations, they perhaps came to he known as Dhruvaprabhus. 
We find in the Bhinnamala inscriptions that in some cases 
the writers of them were Dhruvas, which is the legitimate 
duty cf the Kayasthasj so these Dhruvas were most probably 
of the Kayastha caste. There is a section of writers in 
the Bombay State, who are called Bhruvaprabhus# They say 
that they have descended from Dhruva, the son of king 
Uttanapada. We think that they are the Valabha Kayasthas a 
and have completely forgotten their old tradition* and as 
they are called Dhruvaprabhus, they are connecting them-
selves with Dhruva, the epic hero.

' ''

Dhruva denotes a fixed or permanent hereditary officer 
in charge of records and accounts of a village, the Talati 
and Kulkami of modern time. One of the dhief duties of the

1. Bombay Gazetteer, Vol. I. Pt. I. P. 474.
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Dhruvas was to 3ee that farmers did not take more revenue

- ' -

than the royal share. The name is still in vogue in Cutch 

where village accountants are called Dhru or Dhruva. Dhru 
is also a common surname among the lagara Brahmanas and 
Modha and other Banias in Cutch, Gujarat and Kathiawar.

These Dhruvaprabhus claim to he of the same stock 

as the Pattana - Prahhus, another writer class of the Bombay 
State, This epithet of Pattana is derived from their resi

dence in Pattana or Patan. They are also called Pathare or
ir 1

Pathanyta. In the Skandapurana, their descent has heen 
traced from a king named Asvapati of the solar race of 
Ksatriyas. Under a curse from Bhrgu Bsi his descendants 

have heen degraded from the kingly office to that of a 
writer. The details of these Prahhus are found in the 
Bombay Gazetteer.**

Kayastba Authors *

Munshi says* that Kancana, the son of Kayastha Jejala, 

was the writer of liularaja’s oopper plates. He has also 
referred to Kakkala, a Kayastha and a great grammarian who

!♦ Skandapurana* Sahyadri Khanda Ch. 27 & 28.
2. Bombay Gazetteer, Vd. I, Pt. I, EP. 81, 82.
3. Munsi K. M. : Glory that was Gurjar Des^a, P. 171.
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was a friend of Hemacandra. *

The editor of Ramcarita by Abhinanda® has noted that 

the second supplement of Ramacarita is attributed to one 

Bhimakavi in the colophones of all the if our cantos. This 
Bhimakavi belonged to a Kayastha family* and the son 

of me Sri Devapala. It is possible therefore, that the 

author Bhima might have belonged to Gujarat, though the 

original place of Kayastha community is Bengal and lorth 

India. The meiribers of that community must have migrated to 

Gujarat as early as the 10th cent. A. D. and this is corro

borated by the fact that Soddhala, another Kayastha poet, who 

flourished in the courts of Konkana kings, was horn in 

Gujarat.

Amongst the ancient authors, whose works are in Gujarati, 

Keshava Hrderam, Kayastha-Adya-Kavi, was a resident of Pa tan. 

He possibly flourished/about 1473 A. D. He composed the tenth 
Skandha of the Bhagavats, in Gujarati Version.3

1.
2.
3.

Munsi K. M. : Gujarat and its literature, P. 43.

Ahhinanda : Ramacarita, intro., P. XXIX.

Diwan E. G. : Sri Valmika Kayastha Jnati Suci, (1930)P.72.

ft.

fr prf£ t
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Ganapati, the author' of Madhavahala-kamakandala Pra- 

handha, was the am of Marasa, and was a Kayastha by caste.1 
He was an inhabitant of Amoda (Broach District). He com?* 
posed the work in Sarnvat 1584 in Couplets, called Dogdhaka 
or Duhas divided into eight parts. It is a romance in old 
Western Rajasthani. This Prabandha is published in Gaiek- 
wadfs Oriental Series,Mo. 93.

Madhavas Sundardas, ^ a resident of Ahkleshvar later 

cn migrated to Surat. He wrote a number of poems on 
Yaisnavism, such as Bramana Gita, Ofcha harana, Rasa Panca- 
dhyayi, Kamsavadha etc.

$Ramacandra Sukla has referred to several Hindi poets, 
and authors who were Kayasthas by caste. They are noted 
below

Puhakara Kavi3 - He was Kayastha by caste and flour
ished during the reign of Jehangir. He was a resident of

1. Ganapati s Madhavanala-Kama-kandala Prabandha, P. 339.
rs * «( r's t i_-\

ysm-a* eft / aiTmv ~ nsrpriTr I
mm ,qt U

2. Diw|n R, C, s Sri Valmika Kayastha Jnati Suci, (1930) P.7 3.

.<4
sfsXiXgm w\ oTruvrv»^mt? ^isxrn^p- $r<sT«OT \ I

3. HSI, P. 210. O o
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Partapapura, Diet. Mainpuri; but later cn» be left it and 
came over to Bhumi Gahva, near Somanatha in Gujarat. He 
wrote 1 Rasratena*, a Prabandha in Hindi in Samvat 1673.

_ /Bhikharidasa, a Srivastava Kayastha by caste, and a 
resident of Avadba, wrote Kavyanirnaya in Hindi, in Samvat 
1803.1

Rupasahi, a Srivaatava Kayastha, wrote Rupavilasa in 
Samvat 1813. He was a resident of Panna.2 3

/Chatrasimha, a Srivastava Kayastha, was a resident 
of Antera or Batesvara-ksetra. He wrote Vijaya Muktavali, 
a story of Mahabharata in Prabandba Kavya in Samvat 17 57.5

Ghana Ananda Kayastba, who was born in 1746, was a 
Mir Munsi of Badasah Muhammedasbab. He has written Sujana- 
sagara, Viraba-lila, Koka-sara and seme other works.4

Bakbsi Hansaraja, a Srivastava Kayastha born in 
Samvat 1599 at Patna, wrote Sneha-sagara, Virahjgcvilasa, 
Rayfccandrika and others.5

1. HSI, P. 256.
2. HSI, P. 270.
3. HSI, P. 302.
4. HSI, P. 309.

. HSI, P. 325,5
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Bavala-sinha Kayastha, a resident of Zahsi, wrote 

Rasapahcadhya$i, Ramcandra Vilasa, and Sanka-mocana in 
Samvat 1873. *

Ramasahayadisa, a resident of Chaubepur, Dist. Benares 
was the son of Bhavanldasa Kayastha. Her wrote Rama Satasai
w OVani vibhusana and other works in Samvat 1873 .

Premacanda, a wellknown Hindi novelist was horn at 
Lahami near Benares in Samvat 1880.® He belonged to the 

Kayastha caste. During his time, it was a tradition that a 
Kayastha in general should know Urdu, Persian and Arabic, and 
so he was well-versed in these languages.

_ 4.Amongst the modem Gujarati Kayastha writers Ranajitram 
Vavabhai^ (1883 - 1917 A. D.) was a wellknown research scholar 

and a critic. Humber of stories written by him are published 
in monthly magazines like Sahitya and Sundarisubodha. His 
Loka-gita-samgraha was published in his memory after his death 
at Surat.

1. HSI, P. 356.
2. HSI, P. 357.
3. Gupta Manmathanatha : Kathakara Premcand#-^PP. 87-88.
4. Diwan R. G. j Sri Yalmika Kayastha Jnati Suci, (1930)

P. 77.
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Ratilal Chunilal Diwan lias -written some books on

medicine ^grammar and has prepared a list of persons of
the Valmika Kayastha caste. * Amongst the living authors l :
Dhansukhalal Krsnalal Mehta is a famous author of short

2 1stories, dramas and humourous articles.*' Sri Krsnalal 
Surajaram Vakil, a wellknown scholar and educationalist has 
written many books in English and Gujarati on education.3

1* Diwan R. C. & Kazi P. G. s Sri Valmika Kayastha Jhati
Suci, (1949) P. 116.

2. Diwan R. C. & Kazi P. G. : Sri Valmika Kayastha Jaati
Suci (1949) P. 114.

, f3. Diwan R. C. & Kazi P. G. : Sri Valmika Kayastha Jnati
Suci (1949) P. 115.


