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- CHAPTER VII

KAYASTHAS AND THEIR CONSRIBUTION 10 LITERATURE

Kayastha in Sanskrit ILiterature :

Soddhala calls himself a Kayasthe and at the same time
- claims to be a Ksatriya.l Xale says that Kayastha is a men
of mixed origin, being the bffSpring of a ksatriya father
and a S7dra mother. They formed the ﬁ}$€§yclass. Accord-
ing to wilson, men of the Kayastha tffbe were ususlly employ-
ed‘by Hindu princes in the collection sand record of their

revenu@ and their character for extortion became proverbial.
“ A o

On account of thig, their spirit of extortion end ?ﬁgohé?ous
desposition, they came to be hated by the people.‘VTheqe
court scribes were known in literature as very clever snd
unscrupulous.2

i. X : P. 10.

2. Sudreka

Mrochekatika Ed, by Kale M. R., notes P, 94.

.-

Mrochakatiks Ed. by Karmarkar R. D. P. 430.
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During the Teign of Aécka;Rijuke and Lajuka were the
officers who drew ta,xed and looked after the public policy.
Aboks had full faith in them and hence complete powers were
delegated to them. Dr., Buhler points out that the words
Rajuka and Lajuke were used for eminent statesman. Their
ocoupation was that of Lekhaka and Ganaka and hence histo-

risns consider them as Kayasthas.l

The Kayastha appears in an unfavourable light. They
are compa,réd to serpents in the M}'ccha.kaj;ikaa. %he court of
justice is compared to the occean and Kéy_asthe, was also one
of the authorities of the Rajakarana. Kayasths is mentioned
alomg with & rogue, cata in the M?cchaké.@ika...s
S Yajnavalkyasmrtl refers to Kayasthat and thef Mitaksara
II"55.;;5‘5:'6'.";"ééi'?r;,:tﬁﬁi;‘%é};;%'é{&;;%{éimi,11636553216,47.
2. S$idreka : Mrcchakatika Bd. Kile M. R. IX v 14, P, 205.
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m it says that a Kayastha iB a writer (Lekhaks) and an o
accountant (Ganaka). He is a favourite of kings and vgré,:
dulent by nature, People should be protected fram his

harrassment. Viremitrodaya on Y&jfAavalkya Smrti.seys that

Keyastha wes a writer appointed by a king, Rajadhikrta.

In the same sense K:éyastha Dhanadatta is referred to
as appointed (Niyukta) in the Mrechekatika. It is stated
in the Brahmapurzna that Kayastha was an officer.t

In the_Mudrér’ékga.sa,a we find that Raksasa's bosom fri-
end éa.kai;adé.aa is a Kayastha and a professional writer.
Canakya, in this qon:hext says that much notice need not be
*!\:aken of éakai;adé’sa because he was after all a Kayastha, who

was inca.pable of doing any serious harm,

Parasari gives a fanciful but hmmoursus derivatim of
the word.:S According to its letters e.g. Ka is taken fram

Kaka; a crow whose excessive fondness for passiom is found

Mg g g gl g g Mg T gMig M M oM g8 QW I D QI G P P T IR G T W I M Wy g™ ™

1. Bra.hma.puré'na, Ch, XLIV - 37 ,
Ve ETRE T 8 e endieion .y

2% V:.sakha.da.tta. s Mudraraksasa, I,P. 19
s o _"‘z A F\‘ ¥
La(’\ EY 2 o oy "VW-F/TF 1

3, Sudraka : MQchakatlka, Ed., by Kale M.R., notes P, 94
footnote.
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i

in the Kayasthas. Ya is taken from Yama, the God of death
as he is cruel by natural and Sthe, from Sthapati, the
Carpenter, who is known for his hard stroke.

In the list of offic:‘,als mentimed by name in the
inscription of Bhé:ke.gj varman, s king of Izém%a, and a
contemporary of Hargsa.,» ther is 2 mentim of a Kz‘gﬁyastha
(Scri’be).1 The word Kayastha as a name of a post can be
found in spigrephy in the 5th cent. A. D. in the Damodarpur

copper plate grants, 2

Kayastha's Origin :

The traditional account of the origin of the Kayastha
mentions that once Dharmaraja approached Brahma and said
that he being alone was not able ;‘:o chaztise the sinful
persons. Brahma replied that he would be helpful to him
in that respect. Brahma practised penance for thousand
years and when it was over,he found a brilliant person
standiné before hiz;zo ;la’,;n intepot and a alate.L Wheﬁ asked, the
latter replied that he was born through Brahma's body
during the penance. Brahms was rejoiced at this reply and
‘1, HCI, Vol. III, P. 351.
~» EI, Vol., XII 65, XIX 118 f.

2. BI, Vol. XV P, 130.~
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he was named as Kayastha (staying in the body) and as he
stayed wonderfully in the body his epithet was Citragupta.
Dharmerdje entrusted him to note down the good and evil deeds

6:&‘ humen beings.

This Citragupta was married with Subhavati the daugh-
ter of a Brahmena nemed Susarmi an inhabitant of Avanti.
The second wife of Citragupta was Nandi, the daughter of
Manu. He got twelve sons, eight from the first wife, namely,
Syamesundara, Sarngadhara, Dharmadeva, Sumati, Damodara,
Dinadayala, Sadanandas, and Raghovarams, and also four sons
fram the seéopd‘ wife, namely, Yugendhara, Bh3nuprakasa,

Dharmadhvs jo and Ramadsyala.

- A11 these twelve sans were sent to different directions
after their marriage. They inhabited i different regions
and their descendants were known as Kayasthas, divided

into sub castes. They are as under :=-

/ N - -
(1) Sri Vastave, (2) Valmika, (3) Gauda, (4) Mathura,
(5) Swuayadngveja, (6) Kuladeista, (7) Nigama, (8) Bhatnsgara,
(9) Asthana, (10) Saksend, (11) Ambasthd, (12) Karena.
Valmika Kayasthas :

The Valmike Ksyasthas who are predominantlly found in

north India, and South Gujarat are said to be descendants
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of Raghavarama, the son of Citragupta. Raghavarams and his
wife manjubhasini went to the hermitage of Valmiki and
gtayed there, therefore, their descendants were called

Valiike Kiyasthas.l

Gopinaths sinha® thinks that the real name of Vilmika
Kayssthas of Gujarat is Vallabh Kayastha. Valabhipurs was
founded by Vallabha, the eleventh son of Citragupta. Thus
Vallabhe mey be identified with Raghavarams. In childhood
Vallabha was handed over to Valmiki and thg sage took him to

some hermitage -in Saurastra near Abu mowntain and educated him.
Candraseni Kayasthas :

_ Besides the Citragupta Kayastha: caste, there is also

a2 caste named Cé."ndrasen:-i Kayasthas. The legend says that

when Par,gurama took his bow to make the earth devoid of

Ksatriyas, the wives of Ksa.triyas moved to the hermtages

of sages. One of them was the wife of Candrasena, who went

to the hermitage of the sage Dalabhya. »Para.éura?m arrived.

a.t this hermitage and saw tha{: she was pregnant. He was

Lok Sad Rl Rl Rl Rl R R E Rl Rl Sl S o"o"-"o"o"o"’c‘t"a“’o"o"o"o [l S

1. 1. Mumsif Nanda Prasada : Valmiks Kdayastha Samskrti
Dzrsana, P, 1. ( 1930) -

ii, Diwan R. C. 3 Sm Valmika Kayastha Jizti Suci,APP. 39,40.

2. Munsif Nanda Prasada @ Valmlka Kayastha Samskrti
:Da.rsana, P, 37.
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prepared to destroy the foetus according to his vow. The
sage handed her over to Parburdim. Parsurims was pleased |
with this obligation andlrequested him to ssk for some-thing.
The sage requested him to handover foetus of the lady.
Pafguram complied with it and said that the offspring
should be named as Kayastha. The son born from the foetus
was' knowm as Somaré;ia.. He wa;s'marriec}'to a_da.ughter beléng-
ing to Citragupta Kayasthas, The descendants of Céndraseni
Kaatriyas are known as Kayasthe FPrabhus who are predominantly
inhabitants of the Southern part of India.

Another legend saysi that the Kayasthas are the descs-
ndants of a Kga;triya father and a SGdrd mother. It is said
‘that Citregupta must bave merried a Sudra wife, but we find
no mentj.pn any where sbout her., The Pux:éx;ik_accomt of
Citragupta's marriage with Stbhavatl (2 Brahmin Girl) and
with Nandi (the daughter of Manu) is more reliable and
hence the sbove legend seems to be baseless. However, if
we consider it to be true, .:i.t is certsin that the caste of
e family is decided by the caste of the father and not by &
that -of the mother, Thus Citragupta Kayasthas belong to-
Kdtriya caste. A number of evidences are quoted by

bk Sl 2l LR Rl Rl Rl Rl Lol Sl Rl Bl Rl Sl Ll Rl Rl Rl Rl ol Sl Bl Rl Rall Rl Taul Aol Badl Rof Bl

; - (1930)
i, Diwan R. C. : Sri Valmika Kayastha Jnati Sueci,/P. 41.
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R, C. Diwanl to prove that Kayasthas belonged to Kgtriyas
caste a‘nd1 the laws of Siudras do not apply to the Kayamtha

comumity.
Kayasthas in Insecriptions

Kayasthas are found as writers in inseriptions. ¥rom
the names of writers of Gurjara, Maitraka Ragtrakuta and
other miécellane ous records it appears tinelthere was a
regular office, and its holder, bearing the titles Sandhi-
vigrahike and Divirapgt i, was a hereditary officer. Ve
find a number of names of the writerfs group, but no caste
is mentimed in gll these inseriptioms, except onee in a
record of Rastrakiuta Amoghavarsa where the phrase Valabha
Kayastha is specially mentimed, Thus it is péssible that
this writer class did not originaliy form a caste, in the
sense, in which we use 1'8 to day; but formed a functimal
group. It is in this. sense;- }. e, in the primary sense of
office, that the term Prathams or JyeStha Kayestha is msed
in the 5th, 6th and even the 8th centumy inscriptions of
the Guptzs and other dynasties of Benga.l.z In the same \

"-'o"o"o“a“o"e"c"%“‘a“‘o"’o“o"'o"."';“c"u'n"o"c"o"o'("o'oﬁ-‘o-

_ ‘ ~ 1930)

1. Diwan R. C. : Sri Valmika Kayasthe Jnatl Suci,/P. 48, 49.
2. Senkalia H, D. : Studies in the Historical and Cultural
'  Geography and Etmmotraphy of Gujarat,

P, 146 ff.



'sense, according to AYa“.Jﬁ'avalkya Smrti, as we have seen, Kaya~

stha was an accountant and a scribe.

In Indie,, where professions wére lcng since heredi'l}ery,
they tended to form distinct castes. When actually this
practice originated, is not known; but about the 1éth cene-
tuny, theee sub-castes began to appear m ingeriptions. ]
The Kayastha is one of these 3“‘?"“’3;%3'9’ - It is mentioned as
& distinct entity in Calukys records from the time of Muls-
reja mwards, in the inseriptions of Gurjara Pratiharas and
their suecessors, the Ga,!aﬁﬁvélas of Kanauj and Pé'.laé and
their successors in Bengal. The names of socme of the
Ké}ya,a:bhas, who were the writers of the Calukya inscriptims,
have been given as Jejja, Kaficana, Vatsésvara, Kekka, Keka,
Kekkal, Leksam, Va,liga., Sahajiga, Sa.ntikumara, Somas:.mha,

Ve.,jada, and Kumars Vasarins.,
- Original Varna of Kayastha Caste 3

Gur jara Kayasthas trace their descept from oe or
the other of Kgatriya dynasties, Soddhala himself being a
Kayastha at the same time claims to be a Ksatriya. Siladitya's
brother Kaladitys was an incarnation of Kiyastha, a Gane of
Siva. -According to Soddhelal this Keldditya-left behind him

il ik Rl Sl Tk B T L R X N Y o‘g"o"o"o".“o-o-t-o-o-- "--o"’-o h

i, 'K P, 10 & w“(’@?@ SERETT T AT YV H S O

ii’ifff“lﬁ%“:&'aﬂl E E i?/i he-:wit( (‘wnt\t %\{ﬁi .
CN«?«HM S EETEaT vE aﬁm{h*g,—q“ i

“m-a--.nﬂ




- 174

an extensive family of Esyastha Ksstriya caste. - One of the
branches of that caste was Valabha, belmging to Valabhi..

According to me inscriptimal account, they were
the descendants of a Sadra servant .of a sage named Kachara,
but were blessed to become wise diplomatds by a bo&z of
E"::lva.,- while another inscription would claim their descent
fran Kasyapa. Bangali traditiax_ traces the origin of the
upper‘ classes of Bengal Kayasthas to the five attendants
of the five Brahmenas who came to Bengal from Kanauj at
the invitation of Adisira.? '

If persmal names have any significance, the na,me
endings Bha.tta. and Bhatti, in the names of Gurjara, Mattdaka
and Ras_i:rakut_a writers wou:l.d. shovw that theae were probably
B;‘é.hfnana.g_. Names of sdme of the writeré of Ca:ulukya. plates,
in game cases are Ksatriya like Satikunara, 8 anasimha,

Kumiira, Jaitrasimha, whereas in one case it seems to be
Bréhmax;aﬁl.ike,s Va.tieévara., But the same cannot be sazid
about Anshila, the first writer., He is supposed to be a
' ghepherd, in the famous story of the foundation of Anahilapura

>

1, History of Bengal, I, 588.

2., Smith : The early History of India, P. 412. .

3. Xane P. V. 3 History of Dharmasistra II i. P. 77,
NIA, I 743,
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One wonders whether the founder of the writer class of Valabhi
plated was originally a pure Kgatriys or Brahmens or belonge

ed to a mixed caste.l

Kayastha as a caste Name :

We find the earliest mention of Kiyastha as a caste
name in the Sahjan copper plate grant of the Ragtrakuta king
Amoghavarse I dated 871 A, D.2 It has been written by Dhar-
n&dnikerena Sendbhogike Guna-dbavala of the Valabha Kayastha
Vanisa i.e. the very Kayastha family to which our poet belmg-;
ed. Soddhala has said nothing about any cther sections of
the Kayastha caste except his own as existing in his time in
his part of the cowmtry. But the distinctive adjective
Valabhe, signifyihg the locality of its origin clearly shows
that there were Kayasthas other than the Valabha, even in the
Winth century. Although the word Kayastha originally meant
the name of s post, people following the occupatiom for
generatians came to be kmown as a distinct caste. This will
be clear if we lock to the caste names of India, which are
mostly occupatimal names, It is not unlikely that Kaya-

ekbhs as & caste commenced formation from the 8th century A.D,

el Ll A Al Ll LR L N PR FE P L P R Y L P P Il Tl Lol T Sl S Tl Sl Bl Sl Sl B
Ly i "y p

1. Sankalisd H. D. : Studies in the Historical and Cultural
Geography and ethmography of Gujarat,P.148.
2, BEI, Vol.XVIII. PP. 235 £fii%,
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It is difficult to say when the mythical stories about the

AN

origin of the different seet:.ons of the Kayasthas c¢ /xnto
‘ha, is

existence, The story of the origin of a.layha._Ka,ya,g
not later than the 1i1th century A. D, Citragupta=origin of
the Kéyastﬁa, is perhapes still later. The earliest epigraphie
mention of Citx;agupta having any connectiom with the Kayasthas
is found in a charter of Govindcandradeva of Kanauje dated
1115 A, D.1 This plate was written by a Vastavya Kayastha
Thokkura nemed Jelhans, who has been described as born of

a Kar%zik family, resembling Citragupte in qualities (aa’a
writer). This was aly a prelude. TFram this resemblance

in occupation, the idea of descent fram him was con'ceived’.
Naigadhiya—cari,ta described Citragupta ag Kayastha and makes
him present at the Sva.yamyara-sg‘bhg of Damé.yanti, along

with Agni, Indra, Yems eto.® Harsa, the author of this

work was a contemporary of king Jayacandre, who flourished

to wards the latter part of the 12th century A. D. It
mayﬂtherefoi‘e, be surmised that the legend of the'Citi'a.gupta.
descent of some sections of Kayasthas dates from the 12th

i, =1, Vol, VIIIV PP, 152 & 153.

2. $ri Harsa ~'Naiqadhiya carits, 14 - 66.

Lo, z‘.-.‘ . 1
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century A. D.

History of the Kayastha

There are ample references to Kayasthas inne‘pigra,phy
but in it there is no mention of their Citragupta descent.
we have seen that the Valabha Kayasthas are mentiomed in

epigraphy and in the sanskrit literature but they are not

heard of now a days. . .

In Gujarat, Valam Brahmenas of Vala were the priests
of Kayasthes about 1150 A. D.1 It is said that they asked
heavy Deksinas for the perfbrmng'e of the marriage ceremon-
ies of ‘the Kayasthas. This was the cause of displeasure
and thus Kayasthas left them and accepted Brahmanas of
Talaja as their priests. From historical accomnts, it app
cars that Valmike Kayasthas migrated to south Gujarat fram
Saurastra and North Indias for the soke of service during the
mogul per:.od and dwelt in Kodinar, Radhanpur, :Dholka, Surat,
Palsana, Smgadha, Vyara, Navsarz.‘etc.g
1. Diwan R. C. 3 s';-’rvé::.nii'ka Kéyastha Jniti Sdeci, (1930)P. 65.
2, Dowan R, C. : Sri Valmika Kiyasths JAati-Stei;(1930)PP.67-68.
' Munsif Nande Prasada : Valmika Keyastha Samskriti Darsans,

P, 3.
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In fact, we find mention of a Valamya Keyastha dpr:fer
in a pillar inscription of Bhinnamala dated 1206 A. D.1

Soddhals.. has referred to the fact that his fore-
fathers held for generatims the pog.t of Dhruva,prabht’l.
Dhruves were village accountants and theii' posts were here-
ait « The Dhruvaprabhus were district accountants having
uder thHem viila.ge accountants. By holding the post for
generatioms, they perhaps came to be known as Dhruvaprabhus,
We find in the Bhinnamale inscripti®ns that in some cases
the writers of them vfere Dhruvas, which is the legitimate
duty of the Kayasthas; s0 these Dhruvas were most probably
of the Igé,’yasfha caste. There is a sectian of writers in
the Bombay State, who are called Dhruvaprabhus, They say
that they have descended fram Dhruva, the son of king
Uttanapada. We think that they are the Valabha Kayasthas

end have campletely forgotten their old tradition; and as
they are called Dhruvaprabhus, they are. connecting them-

selves with Dhruva, the epic hero.

A

i ) N =
Dhruve denotes a fixed or permanent heredi},afy officer
in charge of records and accounts of a village, the Talati
and Kulkari of modern time, One of the Ghief duties of the

1. Bonbay Gazetteer, Vol., I. Pt. I. P. 474.
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Dhruvas was to see that farmers did not take more revenue

'éhan the royal share, The name is still in vogue in Cutch
where village accomntants are called Dhru or Dhruva. Dhru
is also a common surname among the Négara Brahmanas and

Modna, and other Banias in Cutch, Gujarat and Kathiawar.

These Dhruvaprabhus clgim to be of the same stock
as the Pattana - Prebhus, another writer class of the Bombay
State. This epithet of Pattana is derived from their regi-
dence in Pattana or Patan. They are also called Pithire or

Pathariga. In the Skandapqréna, 1

their descent has been
traced from a king named As’vapati of the solar race of
Ks'atriyas. Under a curse fram Bhrgu Rgi his descendants
have been degfac_led from the kingly office to that of a
writer. The details of these Prabhus are found in the

Bombay Gazetteer.®
Kayastha Authors 3

Munshi says® that Kéncana, the son of Kayastha Jejala,
was the writer of Mularaja's copper plates. fHe has als0
referred to Kakkals, & Kayastha and a great g&ramarian who
1, Skandapurana, Sahyadri Khanda Ch. 27 & 28.

2. Bambay Gagzetteer, Val. I, Pt. I, PP, 81, 82.
3. Mumdi K. M, 3 Glory that was Gurjar Desa, P. 171.
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was a friend of Hema.candra.i

The editor of Ramcarita by Abhinenda® has noted that
the second supplement of Ramscarita is attributed' tc one
:éh{makgvi in the colophones of all the Four cantos. This
_Bhimakavi belonged to a K&yasthe family, and was the sem
of one $ri Devapala. It is possible therefore, that the
author Bhima might have belonged to Gujarat, though the
original place of Kéyas?;ha commmity is Bengal and North
India. The members of that commmity must have migrated to
Gujarat as early as the 10th cen_f. A. D. and this is corro-
borated by the fact that Soddhala, anosher Kayastha poet, who
flourished in the courts of Konkana kings, wes born in

Gujarat.

Anmongat the ancient a.ut;nors, whose works are in Gujarati,
Keshava Hrderdm, Keyestha-Adya-Kavi, wes s resident of Paten.
He possibly flourished/a.bout 1473 A, D. He camposed the tenth
Skandha of the Bhagavats, in Gujarati Versim.® “

T G ™ g ™ e B A A T AT AT AT AT T e T A T I T T I T e T I T E T s T E T e T T eI N ey
1, Mméi XK. M. 3 Gujarat and its literature, P, 43.
2, Abhinanda : Ramscarita, intro., P. XXIX.

3. Diwan R, C. : Sri Valmika l(&yastha. Mati Suci,(l?&O)P 72.

CETS W fﬁf‘”fi t“c?\ i cfft ngx eh 1"\ CMM&:J% i

s 2 S
—5r wig @}r SOVEER , B “?“% e |
B A Ty }% A T e e L



181

Genapati, the author' of Madhavanala-kamakandala Pra-
bandha, was the son of Narasa, and was a Kayastha by caste.,
He was an inhsbitent of Amoda (Broach District). He pozn—h
posed the work in Saiwvat 1584 in Couplets, called Dogdhaka
or Duhas divided into eight parts. It is a romanc;-:* in oid
Western R3jasthini. This Prabendha is published in Gaiek-
wad's Oriental Series,No. 93.

- ok - o ' . '
Madhavas Slmdardas,z a resident of Ankleshvar later
on migrated to Surat. He wrote a number of poems on
Vaisnavism, such as Bramane Gita,- Okha harena, Rasa Panca-

dhyayi, Kemsavadhs ete.

Raomacandra éukla. has referred to several Hindi poets,
and authors who were Kayasthas by caste. They are noted

below :-

Puhakara Kavid - He was Ké’ya.stha. by caste and floure
ished during the reign of Jehangir. He was a resident of
1. Genapati : Madhavanala-Kama-kandala Prabandha,P. 339.

“&"‘\‘“‘" ufm‘\’{t W g, é"TT:ﬁ'%\?f ‘t@:&l\cf”iu l
YT AT uw emerar, Qg o wg e A\
2. Divan R, C. 3 Sri Valmike Kayastha Jaati Suc1,(1930):‘?.73.
" “1‘{"@* aral ‘C"‘?\“\w RZ\x EIUTAR a‘r‘nm%«? 5 e,»:rml

m »3*@0 i XTI Ttﬁv)“’\mﬁ ey \t&) '?ﬁ: all
5' IBI’ P' 210.
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Partapapura, Dist., Mainpuri; but later on, he left it and
came over to Bhumi Géziva’, near Somenatha in Gujarat. He

wrote 'Rasratena', a Prabandha in Hindi in Samvat 1673.

- _ . , _ _‘;. ) -
Bhikhérigiasg., a Srivastava Kaya_stha by caste, znd a
resident of Avadha, wrote Kavyanirnays in Hindi, in Samvat
1803,

Rupasahi, 2 é:i”vé’.gs_tava Kayastha, wrote Ripavilasa in

Semvat 1813. He was a resident of Panna.=?

7
Chatrasimha, a Srivastava Kayastha,. was a resident
of Anterd or Batesvara-ksetra., He wrote Vijays Muktavali,
a stary of Mahabharata in Prabandhe Kavya in Samvat 1757.5

Ghana Ananda Kayastha, who was born in 1746, was a
I!_ﬁ.;- Munsi of Badasa.‘h Muhamnedashah, He has written Sujana-

sagarsa, Viraha—lila., Koka=-saras and some other works.4

Bakhsi Hansaraja, & S’rivéstava Kayastha born in
Semvat 1399 at Patna, wrote Sneha-sagara, Virahgvilasa,
Réypcandriks and others.®
i. HSI, P, 256.

2, HSI, P, 270.
3. HSI, P. 362.
4. HSI, P, 309.
5., HSI, P, 325,
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Navaela-sinhs Kayastha, s resident of Zensi, wrote
- - - L - .
Rasapancadhyayi, Ramcandrs Vilésa, and Sanks-mocane in

- Samvat 1873.%1 ..

Ramagahsyadase, o resident of Chaubepur, Dist. Benares
was the son of BhavEniddss Kgyastha. He wrote Rame, Satasai

Veni vibhusana and other works in Sawvat 1873%,

Premscanda, 2 wellknown Hind; novelist was bom at
Laha.mi'near Benares in Samya,t 1880.5 He belonged to the
K&yastha caste. During his time, it was a traditim that a
Kayastha in general should know Urdd, Persian and Arsbic, and

80 he was well-versed in these languages.

Amongst the modern Gujarati Kayastha writers Raqajiﬁ'rém
Vavabhai¥ (1883 - 1917 A, D.) wes a wellknown research soholar
and & critic. Number of stories written by him are published
in manthly magazines like Sahitye and Swdarisubodha, His
Loka~gita~samgrahe vwes published in his memory after his degth

at Surat.
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1. HSI, P, 356,

2. HSI, P, 357, ‘

3. Gupta Menmathandtha : Kathskars Premcands,EP. 87-88.

4, Diwan R, C. : Sri Valmiks Kiyastha Jiati Siici, (1936)
’ P, 7. '
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~ Batilal Chunilal Diwen has written some books on
medicine,¥grammer and has prepa,réd a list of persons of
the Vglmikg. Kayastha, castg.i Amongst the living authors ™
Dhansukhalal Krsnalal Mehta is a famous author of short
étoriea, dramas and humourous articles.‘?' é:ci Krsnalal
Surajaram Vekil, a wellknown scholar and educaticnalist has

written magy books in Fnglish and Gujarati on education.®

‘
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1, Diwan R, C, & Xazi P, G.

a0

Sri Valmika Kiyastha Jiati
Shei, (1949) P. 116,

Sri Valmike Kaysstha Jaiti
Stel (1949) P. 114,
§ri Valmike Kiyastha Jiati

L L]

2, Diwan R, C, & Kazi P. G.

3, Diwan R, C. & Kazi P. G.
‘ | Stei (1949) P. 115.



