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CHAPTER I
LIFE ATD DATE OF THE AUTHOR

(o) THE LIFE OF THE AUTHOR

[Py R - A e e e - ~

Soddhala, 1t appears kmew the importence of bibli f TN
graphical informetion about a writer in understanding his
work as Bana did in his Harsscarita. He has, therefqre, not
remained silent about himself, like Kalidass about whose
date scholars differ by centuries or like Bhapa, whose very
authoraship of his own dremss. 15 now a mtté_:: of keen comtro-
versy. He has given a sketeh, though very brief, of his

“person and the descent in the Kavivaisa-nivedana of his

worke. i
His Ancestors.

He traces his descent from éil’é’ditya's brother
Kaladitya whom he praises as an incammation of a Gane, ocall-
ed XKayastha a follower of God $iva. By desecribing Kaladitya
as iwing born in the Ksatriya caste he takes pride in his
om descent as a Kgati‘iya..z éilid;tya, is referred to by
the author as the lord of Valabhi kingdom. There were
seven S118dityas-in the Valebhi dynasty’- This-§ilsditya- -
;:"o;‘m?“c‘;05;';{1;;";;‘";"3:0"0*v“c"o"«t'o"o"c"o“o“a“o"o"o"c"c"cu
2, UK 3 Introduction.
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was a cmtemporary of Dharmapala of the Mandhatr-vemse, a- -
king of Hothern India.1 Kaladityn, the brother of Siladitya
was o warrior. Godess I.e.ksm:!., herself recommended h:ls n?me
for the prime ministerts office.® In the first ohapter, a
fight between Sildditya end Dharmepsls is described.d It -
wes a horrible fight, $1l3ditys wes on the point of defest,
Observing the criticel moment, Kaladitys himself, with the
sword in h.i.:s_}as,\rui~ marched against Dharmepsla's fort. Dharma~
pala was wonderstruck with his valour and the former submi t =
ed himself to his feet, It shows that Kaladitya was a
Kgat:}iya kero, ' N

e

" l"his Kaladitya. left behind him an extensive family of
’Kayastba-kgatriya caste, One of the branches of that caste
wa.g Vala'tgha, ‘caming from Valebhi.4 There was a sage Ganda-
pati descended from the family of §iva, in that caste well-
inown in the country called Lata, the Southern part of
Gujarata, the lend watered by the river Narmada. He had a.
8m named Sollapeya. The latter had many sons, One of _
them wes Sure, an ornament of the whole family., He had &
sm named Soddhala, the £;Lrat emong the sons from his wife

DGR g TN G I G PG G PR T G G L G TG R G U g G g g W g g
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¢, erenfihtath o et o s dw fuK, P 12,




32

Pampavati. ‘He was bom in a noble and learned Kéiya.é‘tha fole
ily in Gajarata. Bome whera near Bhrgukaccha, the modem\
Broach- in the Gu:]arata. State. . ’ o~

His Childhood and Edueatiem :

{

His father wes a religious-minded person of scholastic
a.ttainﬁienta. The father was snatched awey by the eruel
Mndf’ of death, when he was a mere child, and hence his child-
hoo& lost most of its cherm for him, He was brought up by
his maternal wncle Gahgadhara, who was e friend of Gogirdjal,
the king of Lata. Soddhala himéelfﬁwas a class-mate of pri;
nce Siﬁ]par_’éjé.. The sen of king Kirtiraja. Thelr prgcepjtop
was e .Qa,ndra.. Kirtirsje was' the father of king Vetsaraje,
whd was *l;héﬂl;atroia of Soddhals. Soddhalals forefathers, for
genere.tions;held the post of Dhruva Prabhus (Dhruvapvazdtteh
Pra.bhmx) of the diatmcts of Sikka.rhariya seventy two,
Vahirihara seven hmdred, Annappalliya seven hwmdred and
other d:.atricts, of the I.ata. cozmtry.

His  DPatrons

:By the change of time, he went to the g¢ourt of
Sthana.ka, ‘the modem Thana, the capital c:l.'by cf Kmka.na-
kingdom, He was yatronised by three royal brgf.here
Gnittaraje; Nagirjuna and Mummmirsja, who succeeded mne -

T i I ™ g g T P B g Mg g g c"o'&‘o‘o"."."o“‘o"o"‘0"0“0"0"."‘

i. K $ PPQ 151 - 152.
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snother as kings- of Kmkens. They honoured him with friend-
ship, He describes himself as a catemporary of these
three kings, as also of Vatsersja, the Calukya king of Late, ‘
who also haoured him by inviting him at his‘ court.1 The
three royal brothers were Silaharas and they are mentioned
in the chronclogy of Silakaras of North Kaikana., They were
twenty as far as present information goes, and ruled in the
North Kaikena from sbout A D. 810 0 A. D. 1260, & period
of 450 years.? As far as present known, the family tree of
the Thang Silahiras wae as follows.

(1) Xapardt

(2) ?u;;s’akti |

(3) Eeperdl (1)

(4) Vap;mvanné. ’

(5) J‘hanjhan (A. 2. 916)
(6) Goggi 4

(7) Vagjac;adeva

(8) Apa:t‘éj:lta

-
ok

: - K
(9) vVajjadadeva (II) _ (10) Arikesari.
. - : . . N
) N
(11) Chittargja (12) ¥afarjma (13) Mmmnmirada
. (1026, A.D, o » ' (1060 A.D,
_948 Sa.ka.) 982 a.ka)

bl Al Bl Al Bl Rl Bl el el Rl Rl R Rl Bl Rl Load Rl Lt Tl Sl Rl Ll Rl L Rl Rl R Rl Lt L

1, UK P 12, ) ]

2, Vide : Gazetteer of Bombaey Presmency. Vol., XIIT Part IL/
' hans, FP. 421 - 422,
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(14) Imantadeva
(15) Apa.raditya.
(1;) Haripaladeva.
(17) mnkarjma
(18) "Aparad:ttya 1x
(19) Kesideva

(20) Smngsvara

"We are mostly cancerned here with numbers hing to fourteen.
The tenth king Arikesari, Vaj,ja@adm'é brother and uncle

of Chittarzjadeva, in a copper plate grant dated 1097, is ¢
styled the lord of 1400 Kapkana villages. Mention slso is
mede of the cities of Sri Sthanaks, Puri and Hamyimen pro- o
bebly Senjina. The 11th king was Vaj jadadeva's son chitt@é
raja. In a ooppér plate dated Sake 048 (A« D. 1026), he is
also styled the ruler of the 1400 Koukane villages, the

chief of which were Purl and Hamyawan.

‘Grant of Chittarajadeval mentione that the donor of .
this grant is Chittarijadeva of the Silahira of Silara dyna;
sty which derives its descent from Vidyadhara iimitav’a‘hana,
the son of Jimutaketu and is sometimes cal;ed simply Vidyas-
dhara femily. The v;dyﬁdha;;as are a race of demi-gods fre-
quently mentimed in Buddhistic works and appesr as the
" attendants of Siva in certain legends, such as those treated

"."‘0"0“0"9""0“0'0“0"- L I3t Yok Rl 2ad Buk 2ad 2k Tk 2ud Sad Rakd Tk Tl Sk Sof Sof Rk Bt Rod

1, IAy Vol. V, P. 276.
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in the Brhat Kathamanjari of ngmandra, and Kathasaritsaga.ra

of Somadeva. -

The 12th king was Nagarjuna; thé younger brother of
Ghittai-a.:}a. After him, came, Kaga.r;ma'a younger brother
Mummmni, who is mentime& in an inscription dated A, D, 1060
(Saka 982). N In!_ this inseription, which is in the Ambamath
i:emple near Kalyan, he is called Mémv?z;ixﬁjadeva—angi his
ministers aré:-naméd Vinta, Naganaiya, Jogalaiya, Padhisena .
and Bhaila:lya.

ihe fourteenth king of Silara dynasty was Ananta.pala.
or Anantadeva., whcse name occurs in two grants dated 1081

and 1094.2
. Vatsaraja :

Soddha.la mentions Va.taarada as the lord poet of

Gaulukya dynasty of I.ata. dega,d the crest jewel of the fa.mily

of Lata kings and a friend of Konkana kings. A copper plate
' grant of king Trilocanapala, Caulukys of Late desa, the sm
of Vetsarije, dated Sake 972, A. D, 1050. These plates
throw oonéidefrab]_.e 1light m tlzgé' period of LEtadeéa and of
Gujarata that followed the down f£all of Gurjaras and

1 TBRAS S Pavh XIT, PR, 380 sme LTI
2. 14, Vol. IX, P, 33.

3, IA, Vol. XII, P. 196.
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Rg.’gtrg.kﬁtas. ‘It belaige to the Caulukya king Trilocanapala
of Latadesa, the fifth in descent from Barapps, the contem-
porary and rival of Milerija Solsaki of Gujsrata and is dated _
Saka 972 (A. D. 1050). This Caulukys dynasty of Latadesa -

consists 6f f:{va kings.

’ The first among them, was Barappa, who ha.vi;;g dbtain=-
ed the cowmtry of Lata, verified the delight of the people.
:B'a’.ra.;::pa., .the vioerby of Tailep II, the westem cal{zk;va, is -
also referred to in most of the Prabandhes. His family
line is given in the inscription of his descendents as
follows g~ |

Barappa
o Gogg%r'a‘..ja
Mahamape}aleéwarg Ki“rtir'é..ja (A. D. 1018)
Vatsaraja ' ’

s
Trilocenpala (A. D. 1050)

- “The extraordinarily valiant Mularaja" says Somedvara in the
Kirtikawmdi, "cilled Barappa, the general of the ruler of
Lata, to whom retreat wes wnlmown and took his elephants ".3‘
The insoriptien of his descendants Kirtirdjs and Trilocanas
pals call him MahM@aleé’vara. Some time later, Barappa's

1, Scomedvars 3 Kirtikeumudi, II - 3.
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son, Goggiraja, regained independance, and Lata coantinued
to be ruled by his descendants for about fifty years. Goggl-
raje is described as the great Visnu who rescued hiﬂa.\lamd
‘when it had been seized by powerful demon-like enemies.

His aon was the glorious Kirtirijs, who gaining the
throne ‘of the Lata dess, by rightecusness mede the direct-
ione bright vhite with his fame, His son was Vatsardje,
who presented the God Somanaths of Patan in Soratha with a
gold umbrells, resplendant with jewels. He also founded
charitable institutions for the poor and i:elj:less. His son
Irilocanapala, the donor of the grant, seems to be the lest
. of his line, for we do not hear of any kingdom of La'pa-des'é:
subsequent to him, =Solankis of Anahilwada from Mﬁiai-é‘..ja. to
Karfna and his glorious sou Jayasifnthadeva, tried their best
for comprising the Iata in Gujarata and at least it was
camprised and the diat;tnctyion of i.'é.i;a. from Gujarata waich

appears in old inscriptions disappeared hence-forward. 2

'Soddhala Tefers to his friendship with Vatsaraja in ..
the text 1tself.3 It was due to a travelling of Vatsardja
to Kabuaga, Sirpirala, the modernd Sopira wes & place of
PO PP
1. IA, Vol., XII, P. 196, -

2. éé.’stri‘ Durghshanker K. AitihEsika-Sems odhana, P. 563.
3. UK : PP, 12, 156. ‘
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note in the Théna distridt of the Kohkana kingdom. While
coming from 'éﬁ”;'pé,‘raka, he waw a temple in the vicinity of
the road.  Fntering the temple, he read a Pragasti (eulogy)
on the wall ’of the temple. Wondérstruck by the compositicﬁ
of Udayasundariketha and the news about Bana who heard the
work, Vatsaraje informed this to king Mummiraja. The
poet refers to Vatsaraja, as.a ;ord of poets as he mé,ae his
genius recognised by them. It is mentiomed that whiie resid;
ing in great henour at the court of the royal kings of Kan-
kana, he was, on ane occasion, :;nvited to his court by Vatsa~
raje, the king of Lata. The author was fortunate enough to
win admiration as well as roysl patronage of Vatsarsja.
Vatsardja once taunted Soddhala that the composition of stray
verses was of no merit g,nd t%gé’real joy was in the camposit- |

ion of a long poemn, é, garland of precious pearls.
(B) THE DATE @OF THE  AUTHOR

Soddhals mentiomms that he was homourably taken with
himgelf by Vatsarija of Lata, and the king spent ceftain days
with him during which he suggested to him the idea of witting
a lengthy camposition instead of stray verses. The present
work is the result of tgemsuggestion of Vatsaraja according
to Soddhals himself.l |

1Q t‘K:PP. 12‘"150
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Moreover, Soddhala in the conclusion of his work notes
that the eulogy written o the wall was seen by Vatsarajas
the king of L&ta, while he was coming back from the city
S'{i:r.':péi:caji«:a..:L ‘This proves that the work was completed when
Vatsaraja, the king of Lata, was alive.

, A copper plate gra.gzt of king Trilocanapgla Calukya
of Latadess deted Saka 972, (A. D. 1050) is available. The
grant mentims Vatsarje as the son of Kirtirdja. Vatsaraja
presented Somenatha of Fatan with a golden unbrella resplend-
ent with jewels. He also founded charitable institutions for
the poor and helpless.2 The same grant mentions Trilocenapala
the danor of the grent as the son of Vatsaraja. As the
grant is by Trilocanapdla, the king of Lata, we may safely
conclude that Vatsaraja might not have‘;oeen alive, when his
s had bhecame a king., So Soddhala must have camposed his
work before 1050 A. D. Moreover, fram the references in
Udayesundarikaths, 3 we know that Soddhsla lived when Mumme
nirdja was reigning in the Kohkana region end that the work
wes campleted in the days of that king. Soddhala mentions
that Mumunirgjg, the king of Kaikens, sent a messenger
i, X s P, 156.
2. 14, Vol. XII, P. 196.
Se 'GK s PP, 155 - 156,
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named Madhuresahars to Soddhala to tell him that the fact that
he k.lad written a Campu, Udayaamdafika}hm, "had reached his
ears and that he was very much pleased and desired to see him.
The poet subsequently saw the king with his composition and
gained his favour. Soddhala also mentiomsl that he got fame
in the assembly of great poets, a,é he was honoure;l by taree
kings of Kaikana namely, Chittardja, Nagdrjuna and Mummun i~
rajas who were brothers and came to the thrame inﬁkgrder =5 2
mentioned above. The date of MummupirBja can be conclusively
pfoved by historical evidence. There is a copper plate .
grant of Ghittaré.ja, Bb.hé.mar;@aleévara. of Konkana. The date
of the copper plate grant is Saka 948 i.e. 4. D, 1026, The
danor of this grant is ChittarBja of Silanira dynasty. As
thé date of the grant is 1626, we can conclude that he rei@l:-
ed by the time of 1026 A, D. After him comes Nagarjuna, who
was followed by I&umm?iréjé,.' As regerds the date of Mumumi-
Tajas a.new-@ilihira copper plate grant dated Saks 1016 is
available®, which mentims that Chittaraja was the son of
Vajjadadeva{ff&his younger brother was Nagarjwna, who came 1o
the thrme after him, Mmmm}iréja wag the youger brother

of Nagdrjuna. He becdme the king after Nagirjwa. After

1, UK : P.12,

2. IA, Vol. IX, P. 33.
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Murmmiraja comes Anantadeva, who is the donor of this gift;
thus Anentadeva must have lived about 10 16 Seka, i. e 1094
AD. Thus the date of Nummmirije falls earlier than that
of -Anantadeva. This date of Mmmiréja is corroborated by‘
the inscription in the Ambarndtha temple near Kalyana in the
Thana District, which furnishes for him%‘dat_e Saka 982 i.e.
106§ A. D.1 The purpose of the current record ssems to be
that a pé,lape of thttaré.ja was res;toredufor Bh‘mv‘éx}i's‘use.z
The inscription called him Mamvanideva Mahéma@ales"vara. On
the score of this inscription the date of Mmmmiréja is
fixeda‘éiO{SO A. D, Thus the dates of Vatsaraja and Mumuniraja

corroborate each other as mentiomed azbove.

We know that the work was written before 1050 A. D.
The upper limit of the work iﬁay be put at 1026 A. D., when
Chittaraje was alived and wl%e/‘?t“é patronage Soddhala was
fértmate to enjoy., We arevnot able to fix the date of the ‘
work to a greater exactitudeythan this. As Soddhala was a
contemporary both of Chittardja and Mumumirdja; we osn
infer with certainty that he must have flourished in the
eleventh centmry of the Christian era.

Ll Tl Rk T Tk bk ek uk Xk 2l 2ol 2ol 2l 2ak Rt 2l Tk Xk Xk 1ak 2k 2at 1k Tk kot 1ok 2k Sal Tk e
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5. Gazetteer of the Bambay Presidency, Vol. I, Part II, 543,
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As staited above, we have f:.xed the date of composition
of Udayasmdamkathadg:g&?en 1026 'lga- 1050 A. D. To this
limit an objection may be raisegi o the score of a reference
in the ayaswndarikatha itself. Soddhala mentionsl that
Bana showed his dissatisfaction about the verse camposed by
Tilake in the heavenly court of Sarasvati, where the great .
patroms of learning 'li.ke Vikramdditya, Shffharga, Mtﬁja.,"
Bhojadéva and others, a5 well as feﬁdat éry kings Vekpatiraja,
}Lfé,-;u-réja, Viéé.khadeva. and others were present, It means
that Soddhala includes Bhoja in the 1list of kings departed
to the other world; but the historica.l fact is that Bhoja,
a patron of learning, a grea.t poet and “writer was alive at

the time of Soddhala, Hawas the king of Malwa, and hls

capital was Dhara,
Let Us Examine The Date of 3Bhoja :

(i) Romacandra Misra gives the list of Parmir kings®
almg with their dates, in w?aich he refers to Bhoja. He

r. 150.
<}
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2, Migrs Rimecandra 3 Campuramaysna of Trivikramabhatta,
Introduction, PP. 4 = 7.
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puts him between Samyg;p 1667 i.e. 1611 A, D. to Semvat 1112
i.e. 1056 A. D. He has established this dé,te on the basis
of the reporté of Alberuni, Rgjemrgenks and the copper plate
grant of Jayasimha. Jayasimha was the successor of Bhoja.

. The date of this plate is Samvat 1112 i.e. 1056 A. D, Thus
it is inferred that Bhoja might have departed to the other
‘world before Semvat 1112 ize. 1056 A. D. He probably

reigned for forty-five years.

(11) N. N. Ghosh cbserves,l that the Parmiras of Malwa were
noted for their patronage to learning. The most famous

king of the dynasty was Bhoja, popularly known as Ré'.ja‘.‘ Bhojsa
| of Dhara whichwas at that time the capital of Malwd. He
ruled for forty two years (A. D. 1018 = 1060).

(1ii) Dharmananda Kosanbi® remarks, that a tremendous reser-
ﬁir at Bhojapura, the greatest work of this sort was

constructed by King Bhoja who died in 1055-56 A. D.

(iv) Smith remarks that Munja's nephew, the famous Zéhoja.,
aseended the thrme of Dhird, the capital of Malw§, about
A, D, 1018 and reigned gloriously'for more than forty years
(4. D. 1018 -~ 60). |

W A WS G G MR MR G G R W Wl G MR S W e TR AR W e AR W G MR e e - o, oen e

1. Ghosa N. ¥, 3 Barly history of India, b, 347,
2,. Kofambi D. D. 3 An introduct:.m to the study of Indian
History, P. 281.
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(v) Mimshi ramarka,:‘t that when Bhoja died in 1054, overwhe

elmed by his enemies, his empire £ell to pieces.‘ ‘

(vi) EKane sta.tes,a‘ # Bhoja's uncle Munja was slain by Taila;-
pa between 994 and 997 A. D, and Munje was succeeded by _h:zs
brother Sindhurdje or S;.ndﬁula. &% also styledulqavla;s'é,haséﬁka.
An inscription of Jayesiitha, the successor of Bhoja, dated
Samvat 1112 (1055 - 56 A, D.), settles this dispute about
the date of Bhoja (vide E.I. Vol. III PP, 46-50 Mandhate
plate of Ja,yasiﬁiaa, of Dhé',r'é,). It shcws that Bhoje. could not
have been 11v1ng ‘beymd 1054 A. D, "

Thus the date of Bhoja according to ghe above-mentiomed
authorities is accepted as 1618 to 1066. Ingpite of the di~-
fference of the dates proposed by different authorities, it
may be saifl _that Bhoja was dlive a:l: least upto 1054 A, D,
Thus soddhala's reference as a king departed to the other
“world and the date of the life of Bhoja come into conflict.

How are we to iresolve this econflict %

It appears that there is no necessity of c:_na,qging t}ae 7
limit of the time of the composition of the Udayaswmdarikatha

-.-.u.-.-.“.-.n.-‘ﬁ.n‘m‘c—.n.—.-.-.—.—.-.—.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.—'——

4. Munshi K. M. s Gujarat and its literature, P. 25.
3. Kane P, V. : The History of Sanskrit poetes, P. 250.
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m account of the above memtiénec; reference., DPerhaps in the
original menuscript of Soddhala's story, the némé of Bhoja
might not have been included along with Vikramaditya and
Harga, but some sorfbe who copied the manuseript mighi have
included the name of Bhoja, finding that the name of Mimja
was already there or considering that such great kings as
Mumja and Bhoja deserve mention slong with Vikrams and Harsa.
This suggestion is corroborated by the fact that in the

list of Sabhapat ifs 1wbich Soddhala gives in the beginning of
the Udayasundarikaths, he does not mention either Muhja or

~Bhoja, even though they were greaﬁ patrons of learning.

Thus we aan say that ‘the mention of Bhoja om page 156
of the Udayaswndarikethd was not by Soddhala himself; it
might have been a later addition and thus the limit of
the composition of the Udayesundarikatha may be accepted
- a8 1626 to 1050 A, D,

..u‘u‘n.-.u.n.n.‘.—.-.—'—‘q‘—’—.o.u.-.—.-.-'-’-.-.-—‘-.-.u.-—
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