PREFACE

Sastras are the science of disciplines. The need of the hour is to study all these
disciplines from the different perspective especially the critical and analytical
study of the Sanskrit texts on grammar. It is an interesting thing that even
though many studies or researches have been carried out on some particular
treatises, nevertheless there remains a scope for further studies of such treatises.
The same is the case with a text like VBS of Kaundabhatta. We know it very
well that the text of VBS is very popular and has received enormous
appreciations and respect for not only the erudite delineation of the text content
but for its sophistic representation and appraisable style. Whenever we deal with
a general question that arises in mind ‘how does a text survive and continues to
have same sublime respect and appreciation’, the answer naturally comes to my
mind that it is the inherent qualities of the text. Let us talk about the quality of
VBS.

VBS is one of the excellent works on the philosophy of Sanskrit Grammar. It is
an abridged form of VB written by Kaundabhatta, the renowned grammarian of
the 17" century. This VB is also an excessive commentary on the
Vaiyakarapmatonmajjana of Bhattojidiksita. The Navya-nyaya style of the text
IS a hard nut to crack with; nevertheless it catches the attention of learners of the
grammar, Nyaya and Mimamsa. There are approximately fourteen
commentaries available on VBS, the earliest of which is of 17" century by Krsna
Misra and latest of which belongs to the 21™ century by Ramayatna Sukla. This
tells about the popularity of VBS.

The text of VBS contains 74 Karikas. These Karikas are divided into fourteen

chapters. The titles of the chapters are as follows:



Dhatvartha, Lakarartha, Subartha, Namartha, Samasasakti, Sakti, Nanartha,
Nipatartha, Tvadibhavapratyayartha, Devatapratyayartha, Abhedaikatva-
samkhya, Samkhyavivaksa, Ktvadyartha and Sphora.

| have divided these fourteen chapters into group of four different chapters
depending upon the similarity of the point of discussion. The first chapter
discusses some sublime aspects of the philosophy of Sanskrit grammar. The
second chapter is on the life, date and works of Kaundabhatta. The third chapter
has two sections. The first section is on the meaning of the verbal root and the
succeeding is on the meaning of the tense. The fourth chapter is a collection of
five major topics of grammar. They are Nominal case affix and syntax, nominal
stem, power of word, compound and negative particles. The fifth chapter
combines the six small but significant topics like tvadibhavapratyaya, the
secondary suffix devata, undifferentiated singular number, intended or
unintended denotation of number and the primary suffix ktva. The sixth chapter
Is on the most remarkable theory of grammar i.e. the theory Sphora. The last
chapter presents a brief account of the six chapters and the significance of the
present study. The thesis is appended with the text of VBS which has been
prepared by critically examining the variation of the available commentaries. It
is followed by the text of VBK of Bhattojidiksita. After this, some citations and
quotations of different treatises which were referred to by Kaundabhatta in his
VBS are listed separately. At the end of the thesis, a list of the specific terms is

given in order to make the reading of the text uncomplicated and apparent.

The present research thesis presents a critical study of VBS especially from the
point of view of problems of the appropriate expression in the spoken language
with the help of grammar. It is a unique and innovative attempt for the study of
the Sanskrit Sastras. Sastras state different techniques and theories for the sake

of betterment. They are not meant for concocting the imaginary theories which



do not have any practical aspect. | think it is a need of an hour to redefine and

represent our Sastras with altogether new and practical approach.

Dr. Rabindra Kumar Panda, my mentor and research guide has motivated me
throughout my journey of research and has provided necessary guidance
whenever | needed. | express my sincere gratitude for his constant inspiration
and support. In spite of being associated with several academic commitments
and other professional duties, he has provided me valuable guidance in pursuing
my research work. | am grateful to him for his contribution and co-operation in
my research work. | wished to be blessed by his blessings for my future goals of
life.

| take this opportunity of acknowledging my gratefulness to Dr. Sweta
Prajapati, I/C Director of the Oriental Institute, The Maharaja Sayajirao
University of Baroda for her kind support and suggestions. She has been a
source of motivation and inspiration for me. Her affectionate care and guidance
have provided me a congenial atmosphere for academic pursuits and inquisitive
study. I am much indebted to her for proving the updated information about the
current researches and making the oriental library easily accessible for the

research work.

| express a deep sense of gratitude to my esteemed teacher and my colleague

Dr. Shweta Jejurkar, of my Department for her encouragement and affection.

| express thanks to my colleague Mr. Ankur Pandya, Temporary Assistant

Professor, for his co-operation and encouragement.

| gratefully remember Dr. Swati Ray who has been a source of inspiration. |
also express my special thanks to Dr. Sharmila Bagchee, Research Officer,
Oriental Institute, Dr. Vipul Patel, Research Officer, Oriental Institute and Mr.
Digambar Kashikar, Librarian, Oriental Institute Library, the Maharaja

Sayajirao University of Baroda for the help they have rendered in connection



with the research work. | am also thankful to Ms. Archana Gamit, Ms. Jayshree
Gamit, Mr. Harshvardhan Shah, Mr. Tejas Vyas, Ms. Apoorva Yadav and Ms.
Nimisha Mistry for being always to support and help me in all possible ways.

| express my sincere thanks to the authority of the Srimati Hansa Mehta Library
and Oriental Library for allowing me to make use of the rich wealth of

knowledge.

I would not have completed my research work without the help and support of
my family. | express my deepest reverence to my mother Mrs. Neelakshi Vasa
and my father Mr. Abhaykumar Vasa for their constant motivation, care and
love. | express my gratitude to my elder brother Mr. Pranav Vasa for his intense

support, motivation and care to achieve my dream.

28-06-2016 Varda Vasa



