CHAPTER I

IAND AND THE PEOPLE .

In the south-west corner of India is the Malayalanm
sveaking reglon known as Kerala from very early times to
this day. The arca extends from 894" north to}2°48‘ﬁorth
and T4953' east to 77935'east. Politicelly the pre-Kerala
State divisions comstituting this reglion were the States
of Travancore and Cochin and the District of Malabar and
the 'Taluk' of Kasargode of the district of- South Kanara.
The western ghats with an average elevation of‘SOQDfeet
with peaks occasionally rising upto 8000 feet runs ae the
eastern barrier cutting off Kerala from the Deccan amd the
east coast. Kerala thus stretching along between the
ghats and the coast line for 340 ﬁiles has a width vary-
ing from 20 to 70 miles. |

The district of Malabar, the northern part 6f
Kerala extends 150 miles along the coast and has an ares
of 5790 sguare miles. The distrlcet is divlided into ten
taluks and it ineludes Fort Cochin, of two square mliles.

in area, and the islands of Minicoy and Laccadlves which



&re off the Malabar coast. ‘

As for the whole of Kefala the physibgraphic features
of the district permit division into three natural parts:
the.coastal strip, the midlands and the highlanda nerging
into the ghats. The midlands comprise of stretches of un-
dulating land and low hills and valleys,'anﬂ‘into the
interlior, it is increasingly 1aterite and loamy sulteble for
the cultivation of nadd& and>garden crops. Except in the
talukas of Ponnani and,Cochin 85% of the area 1is red and
loamy soil. The coastal strip abounds in cocornut palms with
g sprinkling of paddy fields and 1t is the most thickly
populated part fof the district.

Along the major part of the length of the Kerala
coast a series of inland lagoons. or backwaters® lie close. to
. the sandy coast line ana are corinected by artificial and
natural .canals which permit trensport by boat close along
the coast from Calicut over 200 miles sodthwards. The |
ri&ers are navigable méinly et thelr mouth end they run -
thelr éourse from the hiils westwards into the brackish
waters. In the Westefn,ghéts is. the importani Pa;ghat gap 25
miles broad opening out into the district of Coimbatore and
forming ihe main geteway by land forjthis closettéd région.
North of this gap and hilstorically not 1nsiénificant are
other smell passés plercing the ghats aﬁd.permittiﬁg access
from the Coorg, Mysore and Nilgiris. On the 150 miles coast
line Cochln is the only natural port, and the coast beling
shellow, ships anchor at a distance at the other ports of

Calicut, Cannanore, Badagara, Ponnani and Beypore. .



The highlends are thickly. wooded éyi-th the lower
ranges covered by culti#ated fruit treés such as'mgngo
and Jackfruit and the upper reaches plad in forests
which get incregsingly dense along the mountain heights. .
The forest area, thickly wooded and harbouring wild
~ animals sﬁch as elephants, tigers and bisons, according
to the records of 1951, éovers 2958 square miles.

Thé temperature}éf the district has some uniformity,
the minimﬁm‘varying from 70.9 in January to 70.8 in
April, and the ﬁaximum varies from 82.4 in July to 91.0
in April. Thevhumidiﬁy is intolerable especially in@he
wonths of April end May when 1n the hot weabher the first
showers break in-as a prelude to the lntense monsoconish
rains. The south-west monsoon b:ings in heavy and wide=-
spread rainfall from Jﬁng.té,September and. the north-east
monsoon follows bringing. the second and less heavy
showers 1n‘00toher and December. There 1s a maeximum
tenmperature of 900 in the rainy season which isxthus,.in
general, damp and chilly rather than cold. The dry
weather.follows énd lasts from January to March.‘\

} The monsoon is fegulgr and. dependable except, often
for its heralding showers. Irrééqlarity of these sarly
showers upsethyhe routine of thg start of agricﬁltﬁral
" operations. The average,annual rainfali varies from
88.76 in Palghat taluk to 146.19 1n Kurumbranad taluk.
The average rainfall for the district is.116" and the

bulk of the rains fall from. June to September..



Malabar has a good supply of bullding materials.

Grey granite couldibe quérried in allftalukas'and‘laterite

formatlons available 1nfﬁ65t parts of district can be cut

' into blocks and used for buildings. A range of timber

such "as teak, black wood, roselwqod,,iron,wood aﬁd jack,

" each with varying characteristic prbﬁerties, is used all .
over the district fof buiidins purpcses'énd has been an
importqnt.iﬁem 6f éxport;from Malabar from very early
times. . £ » j o ' ‘ |

h Transpért in Malabar has . had alrestricteé devélép-

‘ment . Except in the coastal margin where travel by boét
is possible transvort facilitieé, inspite'of thé'develop-

“ment in the last two decgdes; arelinadequate. Rellway was
introduced through thelEalghaﬁ gap in 1880 A.D. apd was
extendéd upto Calicut 1n!3890 and further to Mangalore*iﬁ
1906. This arterial line is fed by a Shoranur-Nilambur
line bullt later to.gfggggg;the,ﬁimber wealth of Nilambur
forests more ecdpomically. By 1931 the district had 1396
miles of metalled roads and 474 miles ofAdnmeta;led roads .
Roady- development has téken‘place wlthin limitations of
the topographicél fegtures of the district and often roads

take clrcecuitous courses thué 1éaq1ng to the desifability t

: of crosé-counzry‘walkiné even tcdgy to reacﬁ placés of
" short distanqe,of'} to 6 mlles or more.

Of the total pogulatiqn‘6f14,758,342 in Malaber in.

1951, 3,009,723 are Hindus, 1,593,406 are Moslems, .
1,53,916 are Christians, 1019 are Jains and 52 Buddhists .
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Malabar 8 caste society has & complexity which
has perhaps no parallel elsewhere 1n India. Not only
the Hindus have caste but the Christlans and Moslems
. also have features of easté—groﬁpa having aivisions
. with regulation. of marriage and restricted commensa-
1ity.. In the caste hierarchy the Nambudirl Brazhmins,

' numeriéally a8 very smell group—fprming about_one .-
gizwgent of the populaticn}’bcéupy the top place.

Below them are the chieftain castes known by a generic

: ,ierm 'Samgngéggg’ who were the pre-Britlish chieftain
families. Below them are the Nairs, & group of castes,
numerically the 1argest constituting about 20% of the
popnlation. They can be regarded as of two categories,
the military and the non*m;litary, the former being
(trained men of arms>and the,latpér meinly féndefins
services as retainers to Nembudiris and higher caste
.Nairs, The castes below may be broadly divided into two -
an upber polluting group comprising of artisan castes, a
few castea specialising in medicine, aetrology, and the
like and the caste of Iravas who werg toddy tappers and
agricultural 1abourerg, Below'them were the lower group
of polluting castes éompfising‘méinly the agricultural
- serfs gftached more or’lesé permanently to the land.

& few lmmigrant cdstas,-numericélij ve?y émail an@
‘wideiy‘s§attered,,and‘a‘féw‘casie;,of temple serveants,

most of the latter fitting in the hilerarchy among the



castes of Nairs and above, complete the H}ndu castes of
Malebar.! ‘

The population of Malabar has been steadlly
increasing. In the begimning of the 19th century, the
estimated population of the district is 4,65,594 and
this population, 1t has been pointed out, has doubled in
the,cognse of 30 years.2 However, S. R. Iyergar in hils
Memorandum notes that throughout the 19th century
Malabar wasn prospefous and‘completely free from famines.,
At the beginning of this century the density of popﬁlation
in Malabar was 483 while the province of Madras, of which
Malabar was a disitrict, as a whole had a density of 287.
Theicamparatively very high density since the beginning
of this century is evident from the foliowins figures:~

able. .} . Densiti of gopulation' ‘

1901 1911 1921 1931 1941
NMadras Province 287 309 318 350 390
Malabar district 483 520 536 610 679 .

1.In this broad division of castes, 10 serve the
purpose of this. chapter, I have used Eric Miller's division
a8 given in his recent paper,“Caste and territory in
Malabar,”in American Anthropologists, vol.56, No.3, June
1954, Miller notes that the Hindus of Malabar are dlvided
Into upwards of two hundred castes and sub-castes.

2.The fTigures given are from S.R.Iyergar's Memorandum
on population of Madras quoted by K.N.S5. Nambudiripad in
his study of "Occupational and Employment Structure of
some Malabar Villages," a Ph.D. Theéls in Economies in
the Bombay University, (1949).
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The density of popuiation:o? the whole district
‘does not convey the aétuai ﬁfessura on land. Dr. Kurian
notes that in 1931 in the three broad natural divisions
of low land, foot hills, and high lands the denslty of
popul%tion per square mile of cultivated area was about
2000, 1000 and 400 respectively. Dealing with some
aspects of regiﬁnal seogfaphy of»KErala he has also
pointed out that the density of population was varying{
directly with the extent of rice cultivation.’ - In 1931
- in the low lands nearly 90% of the cultiveble lands has
been cultivated whille inithe foot hills and hlgh lands
50% and 40% respectively of the éultivabla area was under
cultivation. These flgures speak, although rather
broadly, about the pressure on land anﬁ linited scope
for extending cultivétioﬁ.> According to 1951 Census
ﬁeport the density per sqﬁare miie of cultivated and
cultivable area for the whole dlstrict 1is 1163 and the
Report has polnted out that 1in the Vhole of Madras
State, in this resﬁect, Malabar occuples the first place,
the second and third being N. Arcot (1110) and
Tanjore (1081). 4
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3. G.Kurian, "Aspects of Regional Geography of Kerals"
in the Indian Geographicsl Journal, Jan.-March, 1942,
pp.28-30. In Travancore and Cochin the low landes had,
in 1941, a density of 2186 and 2783 respectively.

2. Census, 1951, vol.VIIl, Madras and Coorg, Part I,
D.24,



It is éigﬁifican$ to‘hpte fhat increase of
populatioh in Malabar does not mean e marked concentration
in the aame area. It ls. an extension of ponulation into
less developed areas by immigration into the district and
by snatial mobility of the existing rural ponulation. This
fact emerges from the brief explanation glven in 1951
Census Report for the increase of populaﬁion in the
various taluks of Melabar. This aspects of increase has
. relevance in studying changes iﬁ soclal structure as will
be pointed out in a later. context.

The different taluke show considerable variations
rin the increase.of populét;on.’ Thé increaée a8 recorded
.in the 1951 Census Report ranges from 15.6% in Po@nani
taluk to 26.9% in szhikode.‘“The.hillj interiof areas in
" Kozhikode, Kurubranad, Kot.tayam, Gnirakial, Ernad and
Walluvanad taluks where there is considrable virgin 1and,
have attracted emigrant population from Travancore-ﬁochin.
The increase (18.2%) in Palghat ‘taluk ha@-been attributed
to the major irrigatlon work and. the 'increase in the
northern taluke which 1s more than in the southern taluks
has-beeﬁ mentioned in the Gensué §§port a8 due to the
exiatence of vast undeveloped areas and better transport
and medical facilities obtaining in the northern part of
Malabar. The increase in Malabar -a8.a whole 1is also '
attributed to the return- of emigrants on & 1arge scale

from Burma, Ceylon and Mahya, and further to the fall in
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emigration. The immigration figure of Malabar is 23 per
" thousand of pOpulation; This sméll figﬁre, as thé-Report
sgys; is explainable in view of the fact that tﬁe‘heavy ’
population and the food deficit of the district have led
to considerable emigration rather than immigration. 'The
lmmigrants include considerable hﬁmber of persons who have’
migrated from Travancore-cochin.State and taken up éulti-
vation in Malabar, particulariy\in taluks of EKurumbranad,
and the persons who haVeAsettleé under colonisation scheme
in the hill tracts of W&nad. o ‘ |
| In 1941 nearly 62% of the population of Malabar
" was supportéd by agficui#ure.and-oniy 18% was suppofted
- by industrial occupation. The urban~rural break up of
_the 1941 figures shows that for every 100 of’poﬁulation
" nearly 90 are rura1.5 _In 1951 the rural pbpulatipn of
4,250,367 showed an increase of 19.6 over the figure
for 1941, and tﬁe‘percentage of éural population was 89.6
For the wholé of West Madras Divis;on'which‘is a census
~ division composed of Malebar aﬁd éﬁall areas of Nilgiri
di;triét and Southwcaﬁara, 78%‘of_populaﬁion occuples
53% of the area and lives In taluks with a density of

5. Census 1941, Madras.
6. Census 1951, op.cit., p.51.
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. The increase in agricultural productiom in Malabar

600 and above;7

has been lagging behind increase in population. The éet-
tlemenp Commissioner notéd iﬁ 1930 that in the thirtles
- of this century there was & remarkable expénsion of tﬁe
‘area undér cultivation as revealed(by the figures of
| 27,000 acres of ‘increase in paddy land and 12,000 acres
of increase 1n garden 1anq.8 However, referring to the
same decade a conservative estimate of Dr. Kurian in 1942
1s that each personvsupported by agriculture has about
0.9 acres of land and he states: ".....neither the increase
'in the yield of crops nor the acreage under cultivation
has actually kept pace with the growth of population, with
the result that the pressure of land is now much greater."9
The pdsiﬁion a8 assessed in 1951 Census Report does not
appear to‘have improved for ﬁhe Report has polinted out
Malabar as the largest food deficlt area in the State.
- Within Malabar, as the Répqrt polnts out, except Palghat
and Wynad all taluks are deficit in food grains.10
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- T. Census, 1951, Ibid, p.24. The Census Division
known as- West Madras Division is constituted of Malabar
and the two small districts of South Canara and Nilgiris.
The mean population of these three during 1941-50 was
Malabar - 4,343, 883, Nilgiris - 260,719, South Canara -
1,635,503 .

8. K.N. .Nambudiripad, op. cit., P.23.

9. Op.cit., p.31 ‘

10. ;Op eit., p.95. '



The 1951 census classifies'populétionxinto elght
cafegorieg based on the main source of livellhood. The
Census Report of Madras State commenting on the figures
for livelihood categoéries of the Malabar. population men-
tlons soﬁe fapts which are relevant in severasl cohtexts
Iin this study. As the Report states "The concentration
of land ln the hands of a few is most marked in Malabar
where lands are owned by fewer persons than in enyother
parts of the Statell Only 6.5% of the population of
Malabaf,falls under livelihood patte?n, Glaés I, that
is, cultivators of land wholly or meinly owned and their
dependants. 22% of the population in Mzlabar are lessees
and their dependants and 25% are cultivating labourers .
A few observations of ‘the Census ﬁeport with reference
to fhe West Madras Division, wﬁich 28 noted, is for the
~most part comprised of Malabar, are also worthy of men-
tion here. In the Madras State this Division has the
largest percentage of,poﬁulation (16%) under the category
of people engaged in productidn other than cultiﬁation,
and this feature, as the éeport'notes, is chiefly due
to certain,conditiéns pfe?ailing in the districts gof
- Nilgiris and Malabar. In the State, West Madras Divi-
sion is the lsast urbanised, and within it, Malabar has
the least (1077%) of urban population. This feature for
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11. Ibid, p.40. This fact has also been recorded
in the Madras District Gazetteers -Malabar, (Madras 1915)
p 238 which states that in South Malabar "the bulk of the
land including the waste 1s the monopoly of a comparatively
small class of land lords, tengcious of rights and privi-
leges which are disputed by an influentlal class of Kanam
tenants® . :
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the Division as a whole 1s attributable to the dispersed
nature of houses in agrlcultural farms and the consequent
lack of compactness which ‘is anximportant criterion of
" the céhsusvclassification of an areae as urban. Further,
in the>State the West Madras Division has the highest
density (5037) in urbaﬁ areas and within the Division
' Malabar has 6809 as urban density, the district thus
becoming one of the few in the State where urban density
~ 18 very high. Another feature of the Divislon, compara-
tively remarkable, 1s thét amoné the rural population 1t
has the largest percentage (47) under non-agricultural
clesses and has also the largest percentage of wrban
population under non-agriculturél classes.!2 Malabar's
plahtationé, aoconﬁt, textile, timber and fishing account
for thid feature. Further, depéndancy is the largest
in the West Madras Division where the percentage of
non~earning dependants 1s 76 and that of earning dependants
only 3. As the Report comments “tﬁése figures indlicate
that the lands are owned largely by persons who aré |
fairly high up in the social scale: and among whom it is
not, custo@ary for dependants to work.13 |

12. Tbid p. 82.

13. Ibid p. 83.
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Some aspvects of agricultural economy

All arable lands are dlvlded 1nto wet, dry and
garden 1ands and the drg lands are further categorised
as occupied and unoccupléd. A sizable portion of arable
1ands’are terrace formatibns workéd'up on the declivitles
of hilis. This curmulative process of terracing out
slopes for cultivation still contilnuesin habitatlons of
recent origin in the outskirts areas of villages where
village boundaries merge into-hill SIOpeé. Occupied ary
lands are generally houéersites énd crops other than
paddy - samai, ginger, plantains, vegetables and fruit
tfees - are grown on such dry lands. Such permsnent
crops as cqconﬁt and frult trees assured by the heavy
rainfa114are more secure 1lf the tenant llves on the spot
to ensure constant atiention and hence exlsts a more
intensive cultivation of such crops in house-~sites.

' Unoccupied“dry lands are uncultlvated hills, rocky and
Jungle areas which yield much of natural vegetation
useful for greén-leaf~ﬁanure in agriculture. Wet lands
are used for cultivation of one to three crops in a year
depending on thelr elevation and duration of ﬁcisture in
the soil. ~The—single-érop lands have a relativély’high
elevation and are 1oca11j known (in Walluvanad taluk:)
as 'Palliyal.' The double-crop lands are known as
‘Padam’ and in some pléces such lands retain moisture

for ﬁore months permlitting a third Crop. The third
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crop known as the 'Puncha' cultivation 18 confined to very
small areas which alSthdﬁé some facllity to.sﬁpplemenﬁ
the water needs by 1ift irrigation or from perennial ‘
streams.'# The major part of paddy cultivation is of the
first two crops which are known as 'Virippu' and

~ 'Mundakam' .15 - The formerwcovers ail-wet lands sultable
for paddy and is sown by the ehd of April. This is ready
for hérvest in September and 1s closely followed by the
cuitivation of the secoﬁd cropm:wéich is ripe for harvest
in February. | o . ‘

Of higher eievationvthan,the single crop land
(Palliyal)'are the lesg‘fertile d;y»lands, usually not cut
out as terraces and thus becomins the barren slopes of low
hills. Such lands are used for dry cultivation of a kind
of paddy known as ‘'Moden' once in two to five years. The
variety of rice crops jiéld rice of varylng quality modan
being the markedly inferior and less used for consumption
by families of well-to-do tenants and owners. Parts of
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14. The Malabar peasant: expects rains in terms of-
'Nattuvelas', a term denoting one of the 27 divisione of
a year accordlng to zodlec constellations.

15. Broadly, all cultivation is divided into two,
Nanja and Puncha. The former means all paddy cultiva-
tion on wet lands ahd the latter consists of all other
cultivation including garden crops.
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single-crop wet lands (Palliyal) and the dry land sites
of modan cultivatlion are used for sessonal crops such
as ginger, plantetions, pulses and vegetables of wide
variety. Modan sites are also used for a rotation of
crops, ginglli, millets and vpulses followlng the culti-
vatlon of modan in order.

The more extensively cultivated garden crops in
Walluvanad taluk are areca, mango, Jeck, planﬁains and
' bananas, ginger and betel wine. Among splces chillles,
tamarind, turmerié and pepper are grown chiefly fﬁr local
consumption. Coconut, pepver, tapioca and cashew have
been in recent decades stezadlly increasing in value as
marketable crops and have since then become the most
carad of the garden crops. The palmyra palms let to
grow almost wild on dry iands and low hllls and used
for tapping toddy, extracting Jaggery and roofing
houses become less numerous today. Of this category are
a Tew other trees currently getting neglected or used
up to provide place for crops of better return and short
term interest. Although the two monsoons do not entirely
fail, the yield of crops compare unfavourably with that of
other districts of the province of Madras.‘G In ﬁhe wet
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16. A.C.Meyer, Land and Society in Malabar, Oxford
University Press, (1952}, p.55. Mayer, in his comparative
data based on crop reports of Madras and Bengal Goveruments
glves the following as yield of paddy per acre:- NMalabar -
1400, Cauveri Delta - 1750, Godavari-Erishna Delta - 1900,
Bengeal State average - 1050, Japan - 3,444, Burma - 1500 etc.
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lands the yield in South Malabar 1s about twelve—fold
in the first crop and about eight—~fold in the second
crop. Two acres of wet land produce 400 ‘'Paras' of
paddy and five acres of dry land may produce 500 paras
of vaddy. A total of seven acres of these two kinds
of land was regarded by the Madras Government as an
economic unit17 K.N.S. Nambudiriéad points out that
even this acreage of seven cannot be regarded as an
economic holding. The local expectations of the crops
in the major part of Walluvenad taluk, an important
pgddy area, 1s less, an acre of paddy land producing
around 150 paras in two crops in a year!a
Pzalghat and Walluvanad taluks comprise of the
main paddy producing areas in Malabar and the district
has been becoming an increasingly deficit area depend-
iﬂé@n imports from other parts of India aﬁd South~-

East Asia.

Historical background.

The first period of Kerala history ends wlth
828 A.D.when the last of a line of Xkings known as

Cheraman Perumals partitioned his kingdom among his
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17. & 'Para' 1s a unit of volume measure. In weight
one para of paddy welghs about 37 1bs.

18. Op.cit., ».184.
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dependants and is said to have left for Mecca on a
pilgrimage.g This 1s the period when KErala's political
unity broke up for ever, nobles and petty rulers assumed
independance and there began a period of internicine
wars which lasted throughout the middle ages. It was
also early in the 9th century that Kerals emerged Ifree
from its connectlons with the Tamils particularly with
the evolution of Melayalam as a language distinet from
Tamil. The perlod 9th to 19th century, as one writer
points out, may be regarded as the medleeval period of
Kerala history%o
By the beginning of the medliaeval perlod the
Wambudirl Brahmins of Kerala had made themselves a power-
ful sacerdotal class. The Nairs had a c¢ivil and milltary
organisation which resulted in the wide vrevalence of
feudal institutlons. Both these castes, the Rambudiris
with their attempted theocracy apd the Nairs with_their

military orgenisation played an important role in check-

SR e §

ing the royal authority and kept off tendencies towards
ng uhe |
avtocracy which was the system of government in some

neighbouring countries such as Madura and Kanchipuram.
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19. The outline of v»olitical history presented here
is chiefly based on the following works:
K.?P .Padmansbha Menocn, History of Kerala.

Attur EKrishna Plsharodi, Kerzla Charitram, (in Malayalam).

Part I, Ramenuja Printing House, (Trichur, 1932).

Dré§50.31exander, The Dutch in Malabar, (Annamalal Nager,

19 .

P.K.3.Raja, Medizeval Kersela (1953).

K.V.Erishna Iyer, The Zamorins of Calicut, (Calicut,1938).
20. P.K.S.Raja, ibid, p.7.
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‘The Nambud;ris‘did.not want to Qield\seculér power directly
over the people but aspired to~inf1uence‘politics through
religion. All land was regafded as traditionally belonging
to them as a gift from theif legendary hero Parasurama, and
wherever land was in their actual ownership, the right of
" such ownership was regéﬁdeé as ‘absolute. The Nambudiri-
royal fémily marriages aﬁd also their mafriage alllance
with women of aristocrat;p Nair famllies also 1nc§eased
thelr hold on the politics of the day.

| The Nambudirils created numerous temples and endowed'
i‘\ﬁhem with enormous wealth in land. The management of such
temples was assigﬁed to local chieftains who were to con-
fine thelr rights to the maintenance of wealth and reli-
glous prestige of‘ﬁhe temples. Temples(wit§ endowﬁenms
were known as ' Devaswans ' (God’siown) and were getting
enrichea with the generoﬁs grénps'given from time to time
By »wealthy chieftains and'othér Nair fam;lies. Important
. Devaswams head their ownisémkethaﬁs §r indepenﬁant Jurisdi-
"ectlons when the tempiés-were located 1in 'Gramems', the
original term‘forﬁNambudiri.settlements of early times .
The Rajas or chiefﬁainslhad ho control over the Jurisdi-
.ction of a‘Samkethéﬁ except as protectors. As self-
governing independent units theif nature and authority
v;ried from place to nlaée but they were beyond ‘any

violation even by the Rajas who were autocratic " rulers.

PR

The Nambudiris influenced polities through their Samkethanms,
and at times in several capaclities, as ministers:of Ra jas,

thelr officers, Generals in the field and their spirituel
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preceptors. Although settled in Gramems the Nambudilris
@;gf;;; confinedto any ﬁerritorf, and 1n course of time,
scattered widely retaining only feeble links with their
original Gramams. ﬁambudirisheaded villages with retainers
of a caste of Nairs were a common feature of South Malabarf
The Samkethams began to decline in signiflcance with_theﬁ'
rise of secular power and the waning of religioﬁs influ~ -’
ence but the power and prestige of temples owning large
estates continued. The Nambu&iris a8 well continued to
be held in esteemﬁand respect ahd they were free to move
about any where even in times of hostility among rulers.

| In some parts tﬁe Nambudiris did take to arms as
a professién and there were very rare instances of
Nambudiri rulers in the south of EKerala, 1in the vrinci-
pallitlies of Edapﬁalli and Ambalapuzha. P.K.é.RaJa qotes
"In the smell district of Thiruvalla alone there were ten
Brahmin families who ruled with as much authérity in their
petty principalities as other chiefs elsewhere in Malabar%1

» In central Keralas those who took to arms were known as

'Ghatpirar', a native version of the sanskrit term

'Kshatriya‘.zg In course of time the Nambudiris of Kerala
were divided info two hostile camps in 'Kurmatsaram'which
was & war between two Nembudiri villages of Panniyur and

Chovaram in Ponneni taluk. This hostility of uncertain
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21. Ibid, ».263.
22. X.V.EKrishna Iyer, op.cit., p.48.
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date and duratlon, as Kfishna Iyer remarks "was a long
and relentless war...drawing Into its vortex every noble
and chief of Kerala."23 ‘

The village Sommunities of the Nairs were called

'Taras' and the local community of some of the lower

o~ :
fgéjg;kﬂq castes was known as'Cheri.' The Tara organisation of

\

{/ggﬁfi

@< Of& \}he Nairs looked agfter the 1nterests of themsel¥es and

thelr dependant castes in the locality. The relation of
this organisationt to broader spaxtial units is not clear
but it appears, atleast ln some parts of Kerala, a few
teras formed a 'Desam.' The nature of this unit will
presently be described in its relation to wider terri-
torial units. Nearly all taras had a gymnasium (Kalari)

to equip the Nalr men with military training and each

gymnasium was under the aegis of a female deity.24

Historlcal accounts are unanimous in pointing out
the importance of the Tara Assembly (Kuttam) and the
assembly (EKuttam) of the 'Nadu,' the wider political
unit and of the 'Grama Samkethaﬁs‘ of the Nambudiris in
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23.-Ibid, v. 49,

24, The term 'Tara' had perhaps only a limlted distri-
bution in Malaber and.in meny places the 'Desam’ in
actual practice 1s regarded as tara. In & foot note the
Malabar District Gazetteer (p.350) states "in Palghat
taluk the word Tara lis used for a collection of Nayar
houses round the 'foot' of arlancient chief. The word
means literally ‘'‘mound,' 'site of houses,' hence Tarawad,
house, family. In the deeds collected by Mr. Logan the
lands and the parties to the deed are always described as
being in, or of, such a Desam or Ur. Ygpt isp Tamil

- term meaning village.
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checking the head of the Nadu, or. the higher authority, the
Raja. The veriodical assemblies of the nadajg:ke decislons
against the ruler if he committed unwarrantable acts. This
sanction usually worked in ﬁﬁe form of withdrawal of alle=-
_glance by the Naeduvari the head of the nadu, thus depriving
the ruler of the services of large. quota of soldiers kept
under the command of the Naduvari. Once in 12 years
assemblies of units in Kerala met at Tirunavai at the
;Mamankam' festival and conducted an All-Kerala-Assembly
presided by the most powerful of the monarchs. Rather |
speculatively, some historians.attribute to th%s'assembly
the powér to remove a reigning monarch and instell a new
one in the interests of the people. For nearly eight yeérs
the Zamorin Raje of Callicut preslded over this festival as
1ts‘protector and the central figure in Kbrala.25

The number pf rulers among whom the last of the
Perumels divided his kingdom is uncertain but we come upon
historical accounts thet there were thirteen independent
large territories and over 300 principalities at the time
of his dlsappearance. The nu@erous rulers, lafge and
small, throughéut thg mediaseval perlod were depsndent upon
the wllling allegiance of thelr feudal nobllity, the Nairs.
The nobles, de-facto sovereigns over their jurisdictions
obeyed the rulefs but rebel;ed against them 1f they
infringed the established customs. In times of war the

defeated ruler was8 reinstated as a feudatory.
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25. The last celebratioﬁkf Mamankam festival wasi in
1743 A.D.
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In the 14th century the most important of the king-
doms in Eerala, from south to no?§h, wefe Tfavancore,
Cochin, Callcut and Kolathirl. A large number of local
chieftains and nobles‘ﬁnﬁer these rulers enjoyed partial
sovereigﬁty. In the 14th and 15th centuries,‘aswbne writer
pointS»out, the country was so full of small independent
States that "though two steps might be made in one terri-
“tory the‘th;fd must 1nevitably cross the boundary.26 In
the 18th century Kolathiri's kingdom disintegrated and
Zamorin's power was establisheﬁ in the area which the
Britishérs later administered as'the‘diatriet of Malapar.
wiel The career of the Portuguese in Malabar lasted from
1498 A.D. to 1663 A.D. followed by the Dutch who held the
Fort of Cochin from 1663 A.D. to 1795 A.D. Both these
" foreign powers,'pérticuiariy the Portuguese, overétepped
their trade interests and influenced politles but with
little far reachingAsignificanca.‘ Portuguese, however, 1ﬁ
their missionary zeal and their efforts of conversion to .
Christlanity were a check against the steady increase of
converts into Islam.27 ,The Mysorean. invasions by the
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26 . Malabar District’ Gazetteer, .43. o

27. P.C.Alexander, The Dutch in Nalabar ,( Annamalsi
Nagar, 1946), p.202. Alexander states "The Dutch rule in
Malabar did not leave any permanent marks as the Portuguese
did. The Portuzuese language 1s even today known to mome
parts of Malasbar and many Portuguese words have crept into
the Vernacular. The religlion of the Portuguese continues in
all vigour and force on the Malabar coast... The most inde-
lible mark of the Portuguese rule in Malabar 1s the mixed
casre of To opasses who even today follow the old Portuguese -
traditions .M

s
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Moslémxruler Haldar follbwed bj his son Tippu kebﬁ Melabar
restless and frightened from- 1773 to 1792 A.D. The Moslem
invaaers wanted to éonquer, to pfoselytize and to terminate
the power of the nobles and the militla. However, éippu had
to retreat to defend his own capital against the British.
The British success over Mysore brought about the transfer
of Tippu's claim on Malabar to the British and from‘1792
Malabar entered an era of ﬁeacé'in the hands of fhe British.

Under the mighty and short-lasted Moslem conquest
and rule, lands were for the first time surveyed and taxes .
introduced by Tippu. "He destroyed temples, converted
thousands forcibly and exacted heavy taxes. Brahmins number-
iﬁg 30,000 had to flee frém Calicut district to Travancore
for réfuge. Howe%er, tﬁé roads. Tippu bullt, his surveying
and assessing of land and the conseguent course of action
resulting in a more centralized rule than the hitherto
féudal systemX, pgved the way for the Britishers tp start
thelr constructive programme of administration.

Under the British the peace of Malsbar was disrupted
only by the Moplah (Moslem) revolts the most serious of
which took place in 1921. These risings were chiefly
spread over 1in South Malabar where.Moslems-weré the poorest.
These fevolts have been attributed io religious fanaticism,
poverty and agrarlan discontent of the ppor tenants among
Moslems . However, the British suﬁpressed'it with a2 firm
hand giving them no future opportunity for any militant:
agltation.
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It is now pfofitgble to turn to such espects of
political history which resulted in the emergence of
large number of wealthy families of rank whe who, as
centres of power, have their roles in the rural social
structure even in the present century.

The relatively stable pattern of political units
and their interrelatlons from about the 12th to the 19th
century 1s described in outliﬁes in sevefal works on
Malabar hiétory. Desam, the smallest unlt, approximates
to the modern desam of Malabar for which the term
village 1s applied. Several desams formed a nadu or
chiefdom which was elther indepénden$ or enjoyed near
sovereignty within a larger territory usually ruled by a
Kshatriya ruler. 'Each desam wae headed by a Desavari
" who was the commander of Nalr troops of the villége’and
rendered military service to the Naduvari. The Desavari‘s
power was limited by the possibility~that the Nair troops
could withdraw their alleglance to him for his fallure to
command thelr respect and faith; In places where there
was tara organisetion of the Nalrs within & desam this
wasg éone through a decision taken by the Tara Assembly.
In a2 simllar manner, ag_noﬁed, the perlodical assembly of
the Nairs of a naduhcoﬁld check any tendency on the part
of a Naduvari to encroach béybﬁd his customary righte and
privileges. Villagés which had no Desavari came under a
Naduvarl or were thep prilvate property of the Raja who

administered them through personal officers. Subject to
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the saﬁﬁtions pointed oqt; the Sff;ces of the heads of
" desam aﬁd‘nadu were hereditary.’ In the office of the
ﬂDesavari was vested the directlions of the civil, religious
and military affairs of the village. He was to decide
‘<petty duits, and in polige and Jjudicial matters;'ﬁe was
agsisted by one to five or six fespectable residents, of
the village, belonging to the higher castes, who were
called 'Pramenies'. As’ the'police, judicial and revenue
officer of a district and commanding 2 minimum of hundred
Nair soldiers from his distrlct,-the Naduvarli was a power-
ful ruler. The Raja could not for any reason abolish his
~office or confiscate his propeéty. The Raja usﬁally depen~
ded upon the quota of soldiers of his districte for the-
military péwer and prestige of ﬁis kingdom.' Thus the
military services of the Nairs were the only connectilon
between the éaja and his éubord;nate rulefs, the heads of
districts and villages. . | “

In Sir Thomas Munroe' s Report of 1817 the plcture
of tarritorial diviQ1ons of kingdoms is clear, the district
hnad being the middle officer between the Raja and the
uvillage heag. ;t has,howeyer,~to be noted that a much
earlier period mﬁét have seen many of the district heads
or Neduverls as 1ndepéndent; One accouﬁt shows that when
the last of the Perumals (845AA.D.) left the country divided
 there were thirteen imbortant ruIefs and about 300 chief-
tains ruling indenendently over small territorié%%

© 28. Quoted in Malebar Gazetteer, v. 351,

29. Attur Erishna Plsharodi, Kerala Charitram, Part I,
op. cit., p.63.
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4s Brie Miller states in a recent study "Although the
boundaries of the chiefdoms were relatlively stable, the
history of Kerala is the history ¢of the rise and fall
of individuel chiftain families."20 Hostile relations
between néighbouring chiscftains might often lead, not
to annexation, but to the subjugated being held as a
feudatory. It has also to be noted that as one writer
remarkdd "the line of demarkation between a Desavaril
and & Naduvarl was 80 thin that sometimes a successful
village headman ripened into a Naduvarl. The minimum
quallification for a Naduvari was that he could have
atleast one hundred Nairs attached to his range."31

The political prestige and rank of Naduvaris::
in Kerala were reflected in the titles used to desig-
nate them such a8 Raja, Talachennavar, Achan, Keymal,
Kartavu, Namblyar and Nalr. These titles, it éppears,
were in widespread use in Xerale and thelr differential
signiflcance recognlised. True to their traditional
rigntes and privileges the most powerful ruler in the
South of Kerala, in 1137 A.D,, redefined tneir degree
of lIndependence, rignts ana privileges. For this purpose
they were divided into three categories, Swaruvi,
Prabhu and Madawmbi in descending order ot superiority.
During the rule of the Zamorins and tneir career of
aggresslive conquest similar distlinctions, reflected in
titles of a similar range, emerged in his kingdom in
the north, (the Malabar district of later times). The

30 .ep-Cit., p' 4140
*1.P.K.5.Raja, op.cit., p.274.
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Swarupis were recognised as having the power over life
and death; the Prabthus did not have this power, and the
Madambis had more 11mit§d poOwers and had to pay an
annual tribute to the king. The Madambis with thelr
armed retaliners not excégd;ﬁs.hundred were not much
different from the Neduvaris.

'Ihe lineages of these lesser rulers of power and
wealth and the descendants éf the commanders and ninis-
ters of the Zamorln became more and more widely dlstri-
buted in course‘of time in areas where they held their
joint family pfoperty 1n>1ands. Thus existed in Malabar
. district of this century the large number of title
‘holding wealthy families of power, préstige and royal
ancestfy or of traditions of martlel serwice to Rajas of
historical fame.

The Zamorin's power was on the increase from 826
to 1766 A.D, ‘The éesignation of the rulers under him
varled reflecting the degree of independence they
enjoyed and the author;ty.théy held. The chleftains
under the ZamorinS‘wer; of two kinds, the Naduvari and
" the Swarupi, and witﬁin each, vere graduatlons reflected
in the titles such as Kartavu, Nampldi, Nedungedi, Nalr,
Tilrumulpad and Eradi. The Naduvarl was a hereditary
governor of a distpict holding office originally under
the soverelgnty of a Raja while the Swarupls under the
Zamorin were feudatories holding territory by virtue of

the original grant of kingdom by the Perumal. Under the
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Zamorin the Swarupls had{near soverelgnty and they were
not to fear of any intervention 5y the ruler in any matter
of internal administration.’?

The impo?tant Naduvaris under the Zamorln were
grouped into five categories in terms of the number of
soldliers they could commandito the fleld. The number U
ranged from five thousand to one hundred and there were in
all twenty seven such Naduvaris éesignated as commanders
of 5000, of 1000 and so én, felling in five categories.
Thus among the‘Naduvaris it appears that the title of
Kartavu or Nair in itself was not significant but the
grading as commander of a certain number of troops. There
is for instance Ayyayira Prabhu Kartavu as commander of
5000 and Tekkum Kutti Kartavu as commander of 100 .00
K. V. Krishna Iyer in his valuable study of the Zamorins
of Calicut 1lists thirteen feudatories (Swarupis) in
addition to the twenty seven commanders who were alsh
district Governors (Naduvaris).34 Each feudatory had to -
supply fo the Zamorin his ‘quota of troops when needed
but such feudatories were not graded in terms of the
five categories of Naduyari‘commanders.
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32. K., V. Krishns Iye®, op. cit., P.272.
33. Ibid, p.278.
34, Ibid, p.279.
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The Zamébin recognised or sometimes granted heredi-
~tory distinctions such as-Achgn, Kaymal, Patanayar,
Paranambil, Menon and Koya and éiso granted special‘titles .
and privilegés for meritorious services or to create
important offilces. Moslems were gilven the'title Marakkar,
thq'artisaﬁ castes recelved the title Muppan, and Araygn
was conferred upon fishermen. Among the privileges
formally granted by the Zamorin were the use of specified
ornaments and some kinds of lamps, of special conveyénce
like palanquin, roofing of the house with tiles instead
of leaves, and having cloth spread on the ground to walk
over at ceremonial. occasions.

The small chleftains and some powerful Desavaris
~in an area of about 10 miles radius around the villages
in whicﬂﬂdid fieid‘work were brought under submission by
the Zamorin in the 15th centﬁryﬂ The cdnquest of ihis
area shows that the powerful Desavarl had sometimes to
be individually brought under submission even 1if the
" ruler of the Kingdom 4id not offer resistance. Different
versions of the story of this conquest known as the
'capture of Nedungenad Kingdom exlist as could be geathered
from a few elderly informants of this area. A few low
caste untouchables were<$1ven titles by the Zamorin
dﬁring this conguest. The ares subdued by this relati-
vely peaceful capture comprisés of a major part of‘the

modern Walluvanad taluk. According to X. V. Krishna Iyer
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this conquest was in its céurse only a prbeession since
' the Oppoéite camp Qas not prepared to face the march of
the Zamorin's troops. During the march of the Zamorin's
commander té Nedunganad a few small chleftalns offered‘
Isubmission. Among them were Karakkattu Muthavan an
ancestor of Kavalappara Nair, The Tharakkal Variyar,
Vakksta Nair, Veettikattu Nair (alias Kannambra Nair)
and Trikkateri Nalr. Eroma Menon of Chunangad Jjoined
him to march forward, an@ in the whole course, resis-
tance was offered only at'two places, one by a Naduvari
ruler under Vellatri Raja and the other by the untouch-
able low caste of Cherumans and Pana} seftled near
Karimpuzha under the Raja of Vellattiri. The Zamorin's
general won them by gifts and titles and in the
conquéred areas the chieftalns wefe aliowed to hold
parts of their lands as his vassals. The ruler of
Nedunganad, for his displeasing behaviour, was deprived
of his principality and was given,an allowance with some
rights over the temple of Cherpalacherry.

Instances of such conquests in which local ‘
superlority of some chieftains was recognised, rights of
some chleftains or even Desavaris were redefined, rights
over temples of vedic and non-vedic gods and tutelary
deities of Nairs were transferred or created, gifts and
titles awarded and manageriai rights over personal -
estates of rulers, Naduvaris and even Desavaris were

assigned, or rarely transferred, appear 10 be numerous
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in the‘ﬁistory of hostile relations among the cﬁieftains
as well as among the feudatories and Neduvaris under the
Zémorin and in the career of conquest of the Zambrin
himself. But at present, publisﬁed accounts of history
_appear to be far from being adequate to make an exhaus-
tive study of the proce§8»by which fortunes of families
aceruing from poiitical power of varying degrees fluc-
tuated. A broad outline of thils procesg emerges from
the foregoing accounts and it will further become
11luminated in the light of discussions on fleld date. in
the subsequent chapters. The curtailment or loss of
political éuperiori’ty, 'sﬁii‘t of loyelty to a new power,
unconditional submlission to é hostile powér and conse-
quent feudal dependancy, ;oss of some of the traditlicnal
rights and’privileges, wog;d all mean substanﬁia} down-
fall to heads of politlical unlis of all description. But
under the British,‘whatevef remained as thelr aésets,
could become firm foundations on which thelr subsequent
Dower over people couid“be built up. The nature of the
systen of land ownershipfand tenure as recognised by the
British could become an important, perhéps the most
important, factor in bﬁilding up this power which in
course of time, as‘will be seen later, with divlslons of
Joint familieg’and hypergamous marriages, could get
increasingly diffused. v ”

How hypergaméus mafriages among chieftains and

feudatories could temper down potentialities of politiecal
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{ri%alries and could become g forcé»of cohesionhwithin a
kingaom will be a study of considerable value.’®  This
can be pbinted out here pn-factslwhich can be gleaned

' from books on political history. From every earl} times

a Tfew of the chieftéins were recﬁgniséd as of Kshatriya
rank, and all othér chieftains known by the term
Samanthans who were séme.time or‘other independent

rulers, were of Samanthan rank a shade below the

" Eshatriyas but definitely higher than Nairs. on . the
..principle:of hypergamy, therefore, members of é Samanthan
. Royal famlly would sometimes have to accept husbands from
‘a Kshatriya Royal family of’eveﬁ a feudatory if Nambudiri
huébands, the‘usually ﬁore preferred choice,'were nob
avallable. 1Mbst of the chieffaihsiincludiné the Raja of
Walluvanad and thé Zamorin were of Samanthan rank and
Kshatriye chigftains wéfeﬁrelatively very-few.lThere were .
a few feudétories of thatriya rank ﬁnder the Zamoriln and
sometimes men of the lineege of Quch feudatories were
uxorllocal husbands of the women of the Zamorin's 1ineage;
Alliancés also t&dkvﬁlécé'between men of the Goéhiﬁ Royal
faﬁily of Kshatriya rank and some Samanthan feudatpries

under the Cochln ruler.3®  The frequent’and widepsread
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35.Eric Miller, op.cit., p«415 briefly points out this
fact. He states "The Unity of the chiefdom was to some ‘
extent secured by hypergamous marriages of the chieftain
family......Thelr marriasges took place outside caste but
normally within the chiefdom, Nambudiris being accepted
a8 hushands and Nayer wonen{often from families of
wvillage headmen) being taken as wives."

36. Miller, loc.cit., speaks of this fact as woll, but
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hypergamy was that in which the wife belonged to a family

. of lower social status;e(social status belng understood

here as accruing from several sources, chiefly caste rank

‘and wealth in land). This kind of hypergamy existed

: among Kshatri&a Rajas, Samanthans, Naduvaris and Desa-

varis and wealthy Nair families. In such marriages in
most of the cases the wife had .a more or léss‘pefmanenp
virilocal residence with the husband and she and her
matrilineal joint family members enjoyed a reflected
prestlige and potentlal power the pature of which'ﬁill be
considered in a later context.

Another factor. 1ed to be a cohesive force in the
large kingdoms as can be seen in the instance of the
Zemorin's rule. In his matrilineage four male members
below him, In order.of seniority, held under their direct
rule, parts of thg kingdom as chleftains or powerful
Ciiiié;% heads (g§§§varis). Further, segments of tﬁe
royal lineage were located in four different parts
.housed In palaces. These featurés could be recognised as
of coheslve influence 1ln the large kingdom of a ruler.
Even under the Bfitish‘the_Zamorin's political pension
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does not bring about the consequence of or nature of’
marital residence which, I shall, 1n more detalles,; cbnsi-
der In a later chapter.
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inéluded allotmenﬁs to nine heads in all in his linesge.
Himiler practices obtained dowﬁ‘to the level of important
Desavaris among whom,during the British rule and upto
this day, income from a specified part of the jJjoint
family property was allotted to two or three heads in
order of seniority.and théy could have residence in
different parts where their lands were 1eas§d out;
Although the political significanee of such features dis-
appeared under the British thelr importance from the
point of view of dezfacto powerland authority over people,
Lpgrticularly by virtue of large estates held by the
pre-Britlish territorial heads and rulers of all cate-
gories, continued into the present decade.

With the Zambrin's agreement with the Bfitish in
November 1806 commenced his relations with the British
a8 a receiplent of political pension (Melikhan) .37 ~ The
Zamorin's estate in!1938 consisted of his domain lands
spread in South Malabar, Devaswams and Brahmeswams
(Brahmin éndowmente) under his command and éuperinten—
dency, and the annual net malikhan. Under agreemenf with
the British headgfnine segments of his lineage recelve

\ ‘
malikhan annually| ranging from % 4000 to 60,000. There

are also 12 feudatories under him getting malikhan
ranging from fs 57 to B 4995. Zamorin's personal domain
.1ands are spread over the taluks of Kurumbrahad, in ’
Rorth -Malabar and in the taluks of Ponnani, Walluvanad
and Palghat in South Malabar. His ﬁwenty:nine‘#ealthy

Devaswame are scattered in-slix taluksand Brzhmaswams
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under hils protectorshlp exist in three taluks in South
Malabar. Further, the three successors to the Zamorin,
in order of seniority, have also estates in different
parts to keep up thelr staendard of regal life.

Land Ownership and Tenurs.

Several writers, perhaps nearly all, who have
written on the system of land tenure in Malabar have been
impressed with it either as unique or astonishingly com-

plex.38 The origin of the varlous categories of tenures
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37. K.V.Erishna Iyer, op.cit., pp.269 and290.

38. Baden-Powell, an authority on Indian Land Tenures,
states in his 'The Land Systems of British India' vol.III
(London) pp.151-152 - "The District of Malabar will
always have singular attraction for the student of Indian
Land Tenures; 1t presents a unique history of land hold-
ing customs..."

The complex nature of land tenure and ownership, its
history, the still controversial nature of the diverse
possibliolties of the origin of the variaus tenures, have
been discussed with varying amount of details in other
works as well. Among these works may be: cited A.Alyaovan,
Iravas and Culture Change, (Madras, 1945), Malabar Dist-
rict Gazetteer, Revort of the Malabar Tenancy Committee,
vol.I, 1940., A.C.Mayer, Land and Society in Malabar,
(1952).

In a more recent study of land tenures in the diffe-
rent states of India Danlel Thorner states "Travancore-
Cochin and Malabar District of Madras can boast of the
most intricate agrarian structure in the whole of India.
In this region, a many tired edifice of interests in the
land - Janmis, Xenamdars, Verumpattamdars - rests on a
mass of landless labourers known as Cherumas, Pulayans
or Pollyans. The pressure on land 1ls so intense that one
cent {(1.e. one hundredth of an acre) of good double-crop
paddy land is in some areas worth as much as % 200/-..."
Danlel Thorner, The Agrarian Prospect in India, Delhi
University Press, (Delhi, 1956), p. 35.
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is still a matter of diéagreemeni.amons the wrlters vho

have attempted to explain it.39 Although much has been

. 39. The writers are those cited in foot note 38. In~-
spite of all that has been written about the origin of
tenures it has beeh controversial as to how far the Inter-
mediery Xanam tenant had original proprietory rights over
the soil. There is also not a concluslve opinion about
the original nature of Janmam rights. A few recent
artieles in Malayalam, perhaps the latest and most scho-
larly attempts at handling this controversial subject,
are particularly worthy of mention here. A reputed
Kerala historian, Professor Ilamkulam Kunjan Pillsl, in a
serles of articles published in the Malayalam Mathrubhuml
Weekly in 1958 brings out the following points: The story
of Kerala as a gift given by Parasurama to the Nambudiris
ls only Tive or six centuries old. Until 12th century
A.D. the owners oI lands in Kerala were the earlier or
rather original inhabitants such as Pulayar, Idayar,

" Villarar etc. Ownership of thelr lands became concen-
trated filrst i under the authority of temples and later
in the hands of the temple managers, the Nambudiris. Thus
Pillal is inclined to belleve the Nambudiris as responsi-
ble for all the ownership which they managed to extract
from others. Pillai's findings have been shown as
exaggerated and not plausible, in his article by
Dr. K. Kunchunnl Raja on Janmis of ancient Kerala
published in Mathrubhuml Weekly of18th May 1958. Raja
‘appears to have more successfully demonstrated a few '
points: At no time in Kerala were lands owned excluslve
by Nambudiris. .Their ownership was a matter of slow
evolution and can be understood In the light of their
relligious and political significanee. Nambudiris them~
selves did not attach much authenticity or importance to
the Parasurama story and they recognised the ownership of
lands by Nalrs, Samanthans and Naduvaris and others. The
Janmls were an important link in the pattern of interde~
pendence among groups in the village 1ife. Thelr marriage
alliance with Nairs and their génerous and considerate

“attitude towards dependants and others who thus enjoyed
several benefits kept the Janml system in Kerala enduring
through centuries or outliving adverse conditions at
times. The arguments raised by Kunchunni Raja seems to
be more worthy of acceptance.
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written on its legal aspects, as Alyappan remarks "scant
justice has been done to its social aspects."4o The
social aspects which are of relevance in this study are
mainly the inter-relations between the categories of
tenants and the caste groups as seen in the pattern of
inter-caste relatlons this emerging. Idipite of the
more recent studies#! there is scope to bring out in
details the pattern of inter-caste relations as shaped
by one of its important bases in the system of land
tenure. An attempt 1s made to do thils in a later
chapter wlth reference to two of the villages in which I
conducted field work. The land tenure system is
described below With a view to providing an introduction
to discussilons in chapiers to follow which deal with
inter~caste relatlons and the workings of power accrulng
substantially from the ownership of land. '

In Malabar the owners of land and the categorles
of holders of different kinds of land tenure form a
hierarchy. The ultimate ownership of any kind of land
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40, Op.cit., p.34.

41. Of the most recent studies which touch upon the
subject of land tenure are the two works on Malabar,
already cited, by ¥. 5. A. Rao and A. C. Mayer. Rao does
not deal with the soclal aspect in a mamner defined as
relevant here. Mayer does handle the problem but appa-
rently with a wider coverage and his findings leave
enough scope for a more locallsed investigation into
more detalls and to bring out the significance of the
social aspect as pointed out here.
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is known as 'Janmam,' (literally birth~right) a form of
overlordship, or as éome would call it, absolute owner-
ship. The 'Janmi,' the one who holds this form of owner-
éhip, leases his iand«eithef on a simple lease known as
- "Verumpattam' or on the form of tenure called 'Kanam.'
. The verumpatﬁam_tenanﬁ wvho 1s a lease holder directly
under the janmi subolets it again on the same form of
tenure and has thué a verumpattam tenant under him, who
cultivates the land himself or through hired 1abdurers.
The kanem tenant has uﬁdér him either a sub-kanam tenant
who sublets the lands on verumpattam tenure or he has'a
verumpattam tenantd directly holding tenure under him.

| The tenure classes under the Jjanmi as regards wet

and dry paddy lands may be represented as shown below:-

Janmi
!
1
e e o e e 2 o 2 o . e e 2 2 o o m e Lo e e 2 o 2 2 2 e A P e o o
H ?
L . ]
Verumpattam tenant who Kenam tenant who sub-demises
subolets t? . , t?
1 - ‘ ]
Verumpattam sub tenant Verumpattanm tenant
who cultivates ] who cultivates
throug? o o : throug?
[} 1 .
Agricultural labourers- '~ Agricultural labourers (of
the caste of the caste of Cherumans
Cherumans etc.) . etc.) '

The form of ownership as noted, regarded as the
highest and absolute 1ls known as Janmam. Janml, the

owner, cannot be deprived of his land by any authority



- ‘45"”

and he is at liberty fo lease or mortgage his. land. The
kanam tenure is geﬁerally a lease for‘tweive years and
is held by.the same tenant continuously by renewa1~at
the expiry of every twelve years~by payment of a fee. To .
obtain this form of tenure the tenant advances a sum of
money to the landlord and real;ses its interestithrough
deductlons from the annual rent payable in kind.A‘ The
méney advancéd for this tenure varies from place to i
place butiin-the eariieSt tenures .granted as seen in the
casesdtenants who haveibeen holding the saﬁe land on
tenure for generétiohs, tﬁisfadvance was so small and
out of all prbportion to the ﬁalue éf land. In many
placesiin‘the latter part Qf‘the }ast century, the kanam
advence or deposit as it is called was‘3o to 40 ?éféent
_ or more than the valﬁe 6f land at fhe time ofenure was
granted: The simple lease of verumpattam tenure»(bare
rent) is msually for one yeér wheﬁ no term 1is épecified
and is‘generally cbﬁfined to‘paddy 1ands.'All‘categories
of tenents ‘who cultivate a part 6r‘the whole of pﬁeir
land have usually the bﬁlk of,agricuituralélabour hired.
However, verumpattam~tenure; the less valued of the two,
particularly in South Malabar wﬁere‘it is held in most
cases under kanam tenants, ;s often held by familles of
the polluting castes of Tandans and Cherumens. They
employ their own labour often on co-operation among them
to comﬁlete thé.seaéoﬁél~wo:k in“time.>

The more common“praétice and the more widespread
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in South Malsbar is to have only one intermediary between
the Jenmi and the actual fleld labourer. This Iinterme-
diary may be a2 kesnsm tenant or a verumpattam tenant who
holds the lands on lease directly from the Janmi. A &ub-
tenant under elther of these castegories 1s much less common,
and where he existes, is himself the cultivator. Large
holdings in the hands of janmis and the majority of tenure
of the kenem category are features of the South contrasting
with those of the North Malaba#%

Extensive areas of permanent garden lands, dsveloned
on dry and waste lands, %ith houses of farmers surrounded
by garden crops fenced and maintained, are held under other
forms of tenure known as Ruzhilksnam, Xudiyiruppu and Inam.
All lands in Malabar belong to one janml or another and
ﬂherefore even the waste lands have to be held on lease
for cultivation. Kuzhikanam tenure under which garden
crops are cultivated 1s for twelve years but is renewed
by vaying a renewsl fes at the end of +the veriod. Gardens
end waste lands which are being converted into garden lands
are held under this form of tenure. Xutiylruppu, the term
implying house settlement, 1s the lease under whilch house
eites are held, the tenant or his representative usually
having his house located on the site. Inem, a kind of
lease, 18 a perpetual one granted as a wgift thereby bring-

ing the holder of the tenure under obligation %o render
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42, A.C.Mayer, op.cit., p. 84.
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sdrvices of a specified nature. It 1s also sometimes
granted for services of merit rendered to wealthy land-
lords.

About the beginning of this century janmis in
Malabar_were Devaswams (‘temples), families of Nambudiri
Brahmins, of pre-Britlsh chiefteins and rulers of
politicai divisions such as desém and nadu, some wealthy
families:of Nairs, some Moslem Tamlilles, and much less,
of families of the caste of Tiyas. The majority of
janmis b?longed to the Nambudiri and chieftain(Samanthan)
castes, gnd temple lands were in the hands of hereditary
managersiof the chieftaln famllies or of Nair castes.

The data collected by Malabar Tenancy Gommlittee in the
thirties show that in 1939, out of a total of 1,506,992
acres of culiivable land in Malabar, the jJjanmis had under
their direcet cultivation 171,662 acres of land, the rest
being leased out on different forms of tenure .43

'In the matter of ownership and tenure thesre are
significant differences between North and Scuth Ma}abar.
In the South the bulk of the land including waste lands
ls owned by a comparatively few number of janmis whille
in the North ownership is diffused and many of the Janmls
are also cultivators of thelr lands. The line between the
categories, land-lords and tenants, in the North, is less

defined.44 Again, in the South is a predominance of
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43, Report of the Malabar Tenancy Committee, 1940.
44, Malabar District Gazetteer, p.238.
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kenam over verumpaﬁtam tenure whiie in”the-Nerth kanam
“1s not so 1mpor£eﬁt and éxtensive;y'fouhd as 1in the
South.45l ‘ 4‘ o .

‘The numerous aspects in which these cateéories of
'tehante and the jJanml arekinterrelaﬁeﬁ can be‘presented
only in‘fhe course‘of:e;feﬁ‘ehapters. HbWever;.as & pre-
1iminary'to later diecuseiohs, 1t is necessary to outline
" here the nature;oflpaymente of rent and rights-of evic-
- tion as ehafeéferised in thie system of land ﬁeﬁure)

‘ 'Tﬁe share of the net nroduce’ae prevailed in the
béglnning of the 19th century was the customary Xind
which bécame modified in some places since the Tenancy
Act of 1930. The customary sharing of the last century
. was that in the cese of  kenam- 1ands the actual cultlvator
took.one third and ‘the remaining two third was peid to
- the kanam tenant; The actual eultivabor whovgot one
third wes usually of the polluting caste of Cherumans
and he held land on verumpattam tenure granted orally
and renewed from year to year. The k&n&m tenant recelv-
ing two third paid to the janmi ‘one third of it or ‘even |
less. In the caselef verempettam tenure ﬁe;d directly
under the jenmi the latter got two third and’ the tenant's
‘share was one third. With 1ncfease in‘ihe value:ef land
and new janmam lends acquired at higher‘c&sts, landlords |
raised the rent and 1n many cases kanams were redeemed

.by the. janmi and 1ands were 1eased on verumpattam tenure

——— - - - " - - " - -

45, A.C.Mayer, op.cit., p.85..
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which even formerlyb bfought,two thifd-és rent, and often
this rent was further ralsed. It is therefore rabé that
a uniform scale of renﬁ within a small area of about
five miles redius exletéd during the latter part of the
19th'cen£ury. Cases,of-ﬁerumpaﬁtém*tenants ﬁho got
hardly any return except the hay and a pitﬁaﬁce from the
produce were not uncommon’s .

The forces -of this gradual shift to higher rent
+ effected by the Janmi werejpowerful and far reaching that
the Tenancy Act of 1930 could not in effect relieve the
tenants. This Aeﬁ particularly protectedvthe verumpattam
tenant by giving him fixity.of tepure and held him én~
titled to one third of the;net»érbduce. But . the high
former rents continued, and ﬁﬁt;l quite recently (1953),
in the villages of South’MaIabar, there ‘were man& cases
of tenants paying about 907 of their produce to the
janmis.

It is probable that, as some writers content, fhe
Janmi of the pre~British times was possessing absolute
right over his lands but the right was nét utilised The
rent he collected was,‘until‘tbe~turn of the 18th century
and for years 1atéf,’in’ﬁéﬁy:parts, what the tenant could
reasqnaﬁiy offef, and«duejGOpsideration was given to the
improvements effected by'thebfenant.45 . The tenant
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46. This appears to have been the fact as can be
gathered from the Tenancy Commlittee Report of 1940, and
the article by Dr. Kunchumni Raja clted in foot note 39.
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according to customery law inyar;abiy got coﬁpensation
for the improvements‘effected by him. With(thg Br;tish
system of law and rightg as‘enfdrced by the law courts
* the Jjanml began to be.éware‘of his possible rights as
ﬂta possessor.' The British administrators recognised
the janml as a proprietor and kanam tenure as a mort-
gage that could be redeemed. Thus iﬁ the 19th ceﬁtury,
when the demand for. land was increasing with the gra-
dual increase of population and decay of rural~‘
industfies, the Janml began to take advantage of the
situation. He could evict the tenant; or increase the .
rent, or give the land oniwhat is known as ‘Melcharthu'
-(which may be translated as super 1pasg) by which e new
ienant who 1s. granted kanam or verumpattam‘tenure
cultivates or sublets it after e#icting the forﬁér
tenant. The metcharthu which is a lease granted with a
Tight to oust the former temant might fetch to the |
janmi a higher kanam amouht’or:a‘higher rent or both .47

The agrarian'dlsgontent arising chiefly from the
momentum OF the tendency of éxploitation on the part of
the janmis led to the begiﬁnings of tenancy iegislation
in 1881. The history of tenancy legislation sirnce then
makes impresslve reading, for hardly 1s there a ‘single
leglslation that 4id not fall short of 1its alims in

implementatlon. The reason for this lies in the 1local
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47. When the tenant sought to be evicted 1s a kanam
tenant melcharthu is known as melkanam.
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structure of power of the jJarmls who had enough re-
sources -~ wealth and timeéhonoufed superiority - to
manipulate matters to thelr advantage when a new
legislation meant injJury to thelr interests. Tﬁe
reeson in part also lies in thé doclle nature of the
tenanfé in which they themselvgs enjoyed a sénse of “

security that would fritter away 1f they -could not
adJust to the demands of the Janmis. The exploitation

by the Janmis in its gradual beginnings was due.to
| : .- ‘
the recognition tetory rights by the

Britishers. ¥, Do out "The story of
British malad, = % ;% . - ﬂ%gling in the matter
of land tenuré PR £ hes a more than
theoretical in - e @ moral and contains
a grave warning RN ‘fere carelessly in

natlve economic, % Sk ok ~~nd orie has ever ques-
tioned the honet " _..ePity of these early
British &dminist e “%ho introduced catastrophic and
expropriatory retfdrms in land tenure under the belief
that they were doing the right thing. These unconscious
changes spelt the ruln of a prosperous peasantry..."
Zccording to some writers evictions of tenants
increased alarmingly and increase of renewal fees for
kenam tenure and rack renting were scaring threats to
the tenants. In 1881 Zogan found that even the custo-
. mary share of a minimum of one third of the produce was
hardly allowed to be retained by the cultivator. Of the
08 estates he examined only 2 or 3 were getting a fair

share and the kenam tenants had to borrow money at

" interest rates of 12 to 30% to pay the increased
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48, Op-cit-, p.35-
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renewal fees for fear of the th}eat of eviction. Fram
‘Logan's account we learn that in the five years ending
1886 the average annual number of sults for evictlon
was 2039 which increased to an annual number of 4983
.during the four years ending 1880. In the same period
was an incresse from 1891 to 8335 in the average annual
.number of persoﬁs against whom decrees were passed for
eviction.49 |

When Inns the collector of Malabar investigated
and reported‘in 1915, tﬁe situation had not imoroved
inspite of a few Acts passéd‘béfpre that year. ﬁe was
coﬁvinced that grievances 'such as insecurity of tenure,
rack renting, exorbitant renewal fees and the like did
exist in some measure and there was need fgr remedisl
measures. However, no legislation of any significance
was passed t1ll 1930 although kanam tenants had their
earliest champion in Logan, and officers of note such
as Imnns-reported strongly for remedial measures in
favour of the tenants.20 ,
‘ Records of the history of tenancy legislatlon
 including the Malabar Tensncy Committee Report of 1940
do not satisfactorily account for the deplorable slack-
ness of remedial legislation until 1930. However, it

B e R T L T e

40. Logan's opinion and findings did not gain uncriti-
cal acceptance as will be seen 1In a later context.

50. Tenancy Committee Report, p.5.
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can possibly be inferred, par@icularly from the Tenancy
Committee Repori, that the British adminlstration was
well disposed to favour the janmis wholwere virtually
ferritorial overlofds over thelr tenants and the various
castes rending agricultural services or depending on
their lands. Further, the Jjanmlis also formed the aris-
tocracy and intelligentsia of the district and they
could considerably condition the reformist attitude of
the British officers in their favour.D!

The Tenancy Act 14 of 1930 gave qualified fixity
of tenure to the various categories of tenants, held the
kanam tenants rightful to demand renewal and fixed the
renewal fees and the maximum of fair rent. According to
this Act kanam tenants were to pay only a falr rent
which was not %o be fixed by the Ac¢t for reasons of
regional variations in the customary rates. Verumpattam
tenants were to pay only one third of the net produce
and they were given security of tenure. Rent of garden
and dry lands was also fixed jJjudiciously Iin the light of
cugtomary rates. “

The act of 1930, however, did not find implemen-

51. Baden Powell, op.cit., p.154 states "Practically,
no doubt, when our (British) rule began, the 'jenmis’' had
by prescriovtion, a sufficient title to make it equitable
for Government to acknowledge thelr pretenslions - without
allowing them large areas of waste beyond theilr reason-
able requirements....."
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tation in all its provisipns for it is known that many of
the verumpattam tenants paid even upto 90% of the net as
rent to the janmls until recent years.52 Further, a few
other defects of the Act necessitated amendments and the
Government found 1t necessary o have an Act of a more
comprehensive nature. The Tenancy Committee was therefore
appointed and it reported on all aspects of the agrarian
problems of tenure in 1940. The findings of this
committee led to a few amendments to the Act of 1930.
From the hilstory of tenancy legislation it 1is
easlily discrnible thet although the Jjanmi was recognised
in law a8 the highest owner, the kanam tenant also had
his champions from 1880, the fifst of them belng Logan.
The Act of 1930 and the Tenancy Committee upheld the
right of the kanam tenant as an irredeemable tenure-holder
with no historical fact to justify his evietion. Since
the Act of 1930 the verumpattam tenant as well began to
be recognised atleast in law as one wlth specific rights.
However, as will bes seen in later chapters the legal
recognition of rights could not in any serious and far-
reaching manner adversely affect the control of the jJjanmis
over the Xkanam tenants and of the latter over the verum-
pattam tenants. Broadly speaking, the reason lies in
the fact that the janml and the categories of tenants
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52. This fact has alsoc been observed by X.N.S.Nambudi-
ropad (op.cit., p.64) during his study of sgix villages
around the town of Shoranur.
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were interdependent in se#erai ways and the relation-
~ship arising from varyingfinterests in land was only
one. important strand of the total interrelationships
obtaining among them. Thesé interrelationships formed
,aisystem in which alterations in one category of rela-
tionsh;ps led to adjustments in the others,the system
5eing thus maintained in‘balance. Therefore the kananm
tenant.or the verumpattam teﬁant could not enfofce’his
legaiised right excent by slow degrees, if ever he did.
The tenants, particularly who were poor, were the last
to put @A claims against‘the janmis or wealthy kanam
tenants to whom they were conveﬁtionally‘paying
respeet'and uncondltional obedience.

The traditional interdevendence of janmi and
teﬁants which d1d not entail anf exploitation of one
by the other has been recognised by some who have
‘1nvestigated iﬁio or studled the tenancy System of -
Malabar. In Logap's oplinion, for instance, the kanam
tenant was 1in a balénée of power. Logén examined a
number of deeds and was convinced that-the janmi had
no right in the soil but.oﬁly a position in the
society. The old kansm deeds do not speak of redemp-
tion and the kanam tengnﬁ ﬁas g supervisor under whom
the cultivator worked\op:the soil. Logan's view
gets further support from two facts on whicﬁ

no writer has disagreed. Many kanam
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amounts, in South Malabar in particular, re §§é§%ﬁamounﬁs
=

out’ of all proportions to the value of th@ préiggég'ggld

%
under the tenure. The original kanam amount might h9¥§57/
. T ;",[w ™
therefore been a token of fealty and the renewad:- eQSJ///

token of continuation of the relationshop.53 A few
Malayalaﬁ proverbs, as the Tenancy Committee pointed out
speak about the high value in which kanam rights were held,
‘and such a value would not be attributed to a redeemable
tenure. The majority of the members of the,Tenéncy
Committee held the view that janmam in 1ts original form
must have meant only a kind of overlordship and not
absolute right to the 3611 and the kanam tenant who must
-have been the original owner came under systemaﬁised and |,
reciprocal workﬁng relations with the janml who was
powerful to offer securlty in the turbulous times of
hostile relations among petty chiefs and rulers.5* 1In a
dissenting minutée to the report of the Committee E. M. 3.
'Nambudiripéd adds:"The-Janmi of pre-Bfitlsh times was not
a mere landlord ... he was the centres'of a system around
whom the people of the locallity gathered 1o regulate
thelir soclal conduct. 'He collected around him a host of
scholars who provided the cultural centre for the whole
society. That centre itself functiened as the place
wherefrom justlice was meted out to the people. He was
21lso the agent of the Raja ....... he was in short not a
rent-receiving landlord, but the head of a soclial system
based on feudal relatlonshlp which regulated not only the
" economy but social, political and cultural life of men.
«He was more of & Naduvali or Desavali than a landlord."55
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' 53, Malebmr pistrict Gazetteer, p.45.
54. Report of the Committee, p.12..
55. Ibid, p.73.
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If the traditional systei was one of interdépendence
how couid there be so many evictions? To answer this it
has to be noted that the right of the Janml recogﬁised by
the British account for thé evictic;ns but this right in a
sense only compensated for-the'removal of juridical and
political rights which many of the'jaﬁmis enjoyed. The
janmi‘could use,theléower of evietion as a potential one

vto maintain command over tenants, a fact which will be
\borne out from discussiﬁns in the chapters to follow. It
- is also important to noﬁe that Logan'’s account of exploi~-
tation and eviction by jenmis has beén criticiséd by Inns,
Collector of Malebar in:1910,'as exaggerated and based on
engquiries confined to loslems of Ernad and Walluvanad

" taluks. TInns has also pointed out that the conditions
’of tenants In Ealabar cpmﬁared favourably with those of
other districts. My enguiries show that the fear of
eviction was real although in the beginning of this
century 1t was rarely practised except when tenants
became“defaulters-;n ﬁéyment of rent.

Thus we see that insplte of tenancy Acts the
former pattern of suﬁeribrity and subordination could .
work as a feature of interdepeﬁdence between'gpoups
holding a1fferent interests in land.

However the superiorify-subordinat1on feature had
to work in a restrictéd manner slnce the tenantg, pafti—
cularly the usually 1iﬁ§rate Nair kanam teﬁénts,'since

the act of 1930 began to be aware of thelr legal rights
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to seek protection of law if the Janmi mgde extravagant
demands on them. Almpst'upto thié day, for different
" reasons in different periods, the categories of tenants
did'not like to provoke retaliatory attitude in the
janmis for the fear that they would by some means make
the offending tenant's life unhappy or cease té help
him at critical occaéions. Factors which contrinuted
to such a relatlonship will eme#ge from discussions in

later stages in the course of this study.
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'f The Tore eommon landscane 1n interior Malabar
(Walluvanad) :

2. . A river scene 1n coastal Ponnani taluk (Valapad)
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