PREFACE

The material vwhich has gone inbto Lhis thesis was
collected Guring four expeditions uvndertsken between 1851~
1284, The duration of the fleld-vork arounted in all to

Just under twelve months.

ave been possible o undertake this

n

it would not
work but for the award of o Research Scholarship {(1260-1861)
end later g Research Asslistantship (31252-1854), by the Haharaja
Sayajifae University of Barceda. I am extremely grateful to
the University for the financial help given %p me. Ly thanks
are also due to the Mer leaderghyl ¥aldeobhai Ranabhail
Xeshwara but for whose help I c¢ould not have carried out
research among the Wers, I wish to cxpress gy thanks teo =y
teachers. PFurther acknowledrement of my variocus obllgaticns

will te made at the time of publlczticn,

I may point out here that I have preferred the
word tFer' inslezd of '"Mehar' or *iiaher' used by earlier

writers, for the simple reasson that *Her' is in current usage.
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