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CHAPTER I

INTHRODUCTORY

L]

The Mers live in what was formerly the territory
of Porbgndur State, in the western corner of the Sorath
district of saurashira. The state has now been merged with

Saurashtra which is the south-west part of the Indlan Union.

The state of Forbandar lies between 21°-58' and
20°-14' north latitude, and 63°-28' gand 70°-1' esst longitude.
Its maximum width is twenty four miles and length fifty eight
miles along the western coast of Saurgshtra. The area of
the state is gbout 642.25 sq. miles and ibts total populestion
according to the census of 1911 is 20,8375 including that of
the mMers.® In 1941 the lers alone were 33,854,° but they

now are suppbsed to nunber 75,000,



The Porbandar state is the sole focus of the popu-
lation of the Mers. In the north it is bounded by Jamnegar
state, in the south by the Arabian ses, and in the eagst by
the state of Junagadh. This territory as a whole will be
referred to, henceforth, in thls work as the 'ler region'

because it is inhabited prominantly by the Mers.

The Mer region can be described as a triangular
plain sloping from the Bards Hills towards the sea, crossed
over by the rivers Vartu, Minssr, Holar, Bilgsnga, Bhadar,
Dzat and ¥achuvanti. The swamps formed by rain-water lie
towards the distant cosstal areas on the cither slde of the
¢ity of Porbsndar. Tne lower portions eof these flood-areas,
known as gher, are penetrated by the ssa. The Modhwada gher
lying on the west of Porbandar is sboul six miles long and
four miles broad. It is watered by streamlets coming from
Bards Hills and connectea with the sea by Xindari creek. 4n
adjoining swamp near the same creek is known as Gangajal ghér.
The swamp of Navibandar on the east of Porbandar 1s a vast
low plsin watered by the river-flooas of Bhadsr and Dzab.
Another distant swamp of this side is that of Madhavpur. It

is formed by the inundation of the river Madhuvanti.

& portion of low region socuth-eagst of Ranavav,
isolated from the Bards Hills and left sside by the eastern
swamp area, is a salt-waste turned into s little desert. It

is known as lockgl desert.
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The range of Barda Hills runs north-south, dividing
the region into two halves, the western high-land known as
Barda Panthaka and the eastern low-land known as Gher Panthaka
respectively. out of eleven peaks of the Barda(Hills, four
are principal, viz., the Malik or gbhapara, 1438 ft., the Kalo,
1148 ft., the Sath Bajadi, 1077 ft. and Ghelansar, 1048 fi.
The lower area of the Abhapara peak is thickly wooded)while

those of the olher peaks are covered with sparse jungles.s

The reports of the geclogical exploralions conducted
on behalfl of the PQ%bandar state, reveal that the Mer land
is the formation_éf miliolite deposits submarine in origin
and accumulated\during the post-Tertiary times. The vast
-milielite depoéits of aditiana heights'leave their 1imit marks

4 " The lime-stone known

at the level of 300' above the sea.
as the Porbandar‘stone~is qﬁarried in large quantity in the
Barda Hills near Aditiana' and is exported to distant places.
The stone formeé’of shelifsénd is alsp quarried from the coast-

al ridges and is used for building houses in this region.

The year is divided into three segsons, winter,
summer and monsocn. VWlnter lasts from the middle of Novem-
ber to February, sﬁ&mer from March %o the first half of June,
and the monsoon from the second half of June to November.
Some showers fall aiso in winter,xscmetime in the middle of
January or in the beginning of March. This non-seas§nal

rain is known as mavathun in Saurashtra, and it sometimes
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hhelps the growth of cotton crops.

“The cliumate in this Mer-region is pleasant. The
average rainfagll brought by the south-west monscon is 20%,
The thermometer reads a mean minimum of 54° in the month of
January and in May the mean maximum is observed to rise upto .
990( The meteoro%ogical observatory shows 760 UB as average

reading.

Various names are given to the different winds or
atmospheres that Dblow and spread over thls region during

the course of a year. People call them avar, bhur, ghar

and her.

dvar is the summer sea-breeze thst blow during

day time from south-west. direction. It contains moisture
and is good for summer crops. Bhur is the dry land-breeze
generally blowing at night from the north-east direction.
Because of its dry character it is supposed to be harmful

to millet and other crops. Ghar atmospihere is cloudy, damp

—

t
and dull. It adversely affeets}ﬁ%alth of the people. Her

is the name for the sable~«silver rain-ciouds that vise in

the north-cgst horizon.

The vegetation in the high-land of Bards Panthaksa
is that of the deciduous jungle. The patches of grassy
and shrubby waste land are noticed nere ané there. In the

low-land area of Cher Panthaka the conditions are different.
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Only the thorny shrubs grow there. However, people plant

a variety of blg and small trees in the villages.

The principal crops of Mer regioh are bajaroe

(Holcus spicatus, syn. panicillaria spicata), jawar (Sorghum

e
»g

vulgare), oil-séeds, i.e., ground-nuts, castor-oil-seeds and
tal (Archis hypogea, Ricinus communis and Sesamum indicum),
wheat (Triticum éegtivum), rice (Oryza satliva), sugar-cane
(Saccharum officinarum), gram (Cicer arletinum), banti
(Panicum flavidum); arad (Phaseolus rediatus), cotton (Pani-
cum italicum), chino (Panicum sepicatum), etc.® Some varie-
ty of vegetables and fruits are also grown for the local

Suppl;‘/'.

Crops are classified according to the methods of
sowing. They are baret (i.e., waiting), chasatio (i.e.,

furrowed) and pit (i.e., irrigated).

-

paret crop is one:tﬁgt is sown before it rains.
For the chasatio (adj. of ggggf‘erop the seeds are sown in
the rain-soaked or irrigated figlds furrowed for the purpose.
It specially refers td{the criss-cross grooves made in the
field for sowing. g;i crop is ralsed by supplyling water

from the wells or the rivers.

The harvest ‘seasons are similarly divided into



Mer Flders:

Plate 1

A marked difference can be observed
between the featurestof the Iwe. The
glder to the left comas from the village
Deledar in the low-land while one -to the
right belengs to Vachhoda in the high-

land. Vachhodsn, April 1653,






Plabte I1

{a} & givl reaping: & ker girl, from the villaje Khistri,
reaps Jjswar crop in her patecrnal

unclets fileld. #ay, 19561,

e
¥

-
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(v} Youths irrigating 4 ier and his servant (gEfhi) draws
wzter;s

weter from the well (35 to 40 feaet

deep) with the help of the bullocks.
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three groups, e.g., sgtar (i.e., early), pachhtsr (i.e.,late)

or winter, and the summer season.

In agtar seesen, bEjarc, tal, mag, arad,

chasatlo-jawar and rice are grown. The season lasts from

June te august (jveshtha, ashadhn and the first halfl of

snravana). The crop is reaped in the month of QOctober
(k3rtika). If the rain is heavy, it sweeps away the seeds
from the [ields and the crops fail.

The sowing time of pZEchhtar or winter seagson falls

from pugust to October (bhidrapads to zshwina). The crops

of this season are generally chasatio-wheat, gundsri-jawidr,

gram, cotion, and sometimes, corlander, chillli, carrot, cte,.
tloost all the crops are reaped in the second hglf of Janusry
or February (dark half of Pushya or the bright half of magha).

winter frost may spoil the cotton creop before it is ripened.

The summer crop 1s raised only where water is avail-
able in wells, or rivers, and where it is possible to supply
such water to the fields by irrigatiocn. The crops are

chasatio-jawar, ral (mustard, sinapis recemosa), mgthi (Tri-

gonnila foenumrgaecum), rajako, kang, chino and banti. The

sowing time is November to January (the first half of mruga-
rshi to that of pushyz) and the harvest season falls in between
the second half of May and the beginning of June (the month

of jyeshtha).



The coastel zone of the Arablisn sea gilves fish
like pomfret (Stromateus cincrevs), vichhio (Buthus buthus),
palvo (Hugil, sp.), sole (Heterostomata), etc. Similarly,
turtles (Chelonia), lisseymis (Punctata granosa) and oysters

(0Ostrea cuculalata) are abundantly found in the crecks.

The wlld animals found in thils area are the wolf,
vanther, fox, Jjuckal, sambur, gazella, antelope, badger
(8ehs sp.) and hare. Birds such as peacock, parrot, dove,
hiawk, owl anG vulture are frequently seen. Out of the
numerous migratory birds visiting this land in winter, heron
is the prineipal one. These birds are found fo setile icmpo-
rarily on the banks of the rivers and the ponds. Domestic
animals such as the cow, buffalo, horse, camel, sheep and goat
are reared by the lers and the Rabaris. Some Mers and otlhers
who gre non-vegetarian, hunt hare, antelope, partridge and
heren for food. They also eal fish and flesh of fowls, goats

and sheep,.

1I

The Mer region can be subdivided geographlically
into four parts. They are (1) the ceoastal ridge land,
(2) the eastern low-land, (3) the western high-land and (4)

the central hill area.

{1) The coastai ridge land is sandy and 1s made up



of uneven, seg-worn rocks of shell-sand formation. The
ridge is broken at several places where the rivers and
strecamlels meet the ocean; .There are very few patches of
fertile soil that can feveur the growth of vegetsbles and

corn such as arad, mag, gram, wheat, chino , k3ang, bajaro

and jawar. These are raised by ‘he water of the wells dug
in the shell-sand rocks, The harvest seasons are early
monsoon (Zgtar), winter (pachhtar) and summer. The yield
of the crops is comparatively poor. The edible fisn men-
tioned in the first section are not eaten freely ss the

majority of people prefer vegetarian diet,

The sea 1s shallow and approachable gt various
places where a few ports have -been deveieped° Pai'bandar~
is, however, one of the important ports on the coast of
Saurashtra peninsula. Miani, Navibandar and Madhavpur are
others which harbour sail ships uznd steam-launches. In
ancient times these ports were the teeming centres of local
trade. - The existence of some old mounds giving Romen
pottery of early historic period reveals that there was
commerce between this part of the east and the west. with
all its navigable facilities, Porbandar imports variocus goods
and timber, and exports a great quantity of sand-stone and
other articles. It is a placc where travellers from all
parts of the‘world can lgnd. It is alsc an important centre

of sall manufzcture.



The main population of Porbandsr port is of the
sea~-faring people known by varicus names such gs the sailors,
{harvas, the traders, Bhatia, Lohzna and Khoja. ITxcepting
a few Hers living in the city of Porbancar aost of the psoble
go to foreign countries for service, trade and nusiness.
Koreover, the Mers of Porbandar grea have confined themselves

to look after agriculture.

Some of the Mers living in Porbandar work ln salt
factories. fowever, the one colton mill in the city has
absorbed a good number of liers. In fact the Mers of Porbandar
rear milch cattle, grow vegetsbles gnd supply vegetables,

frults and milk to the citizens of Porbandar.

(2) The eastern low-land or Gher Panthasks, is an
ever increasing deposit of alluvial soil brougnt by the rivers,
Bhadar and Ozat. Tnis lowsland is supposed to be twelve
Tfeet lower than the surrounding area. The land is blocked
up from ilhe sea by the high ridges of shell-stone deposits
stretching from Odadar to almost Hadhavpur. The river Hadhu-
vanti flows through this ridge near Pate and joins the sea.
Similarly, the rivers Bhadar and Ozat meet the sea near the
beach of Nsvibandar and Gosa. It is in fact, s very fertile
land, 400 sq. miles in extent. It spreads upto Kutliana in
the north, and covers the western part of Junagadh territory

to the esst.
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The low-land seems to be an old shallow gulf, the
Sea waters from which have been pushed back centuries ago
by the heavy floods of the rivers depositing here tons of
eroded earth. This view is supplemented by the fact that
the water in the wells dug up 20 ft. deep in this landAtastes
saltish. People, therefore, depend on the rain-waters
stored up in the tanks. Those living near the banks of
-Bhadar use its water. with gll this, the majority of the

people experlence an acute shortage of good water in summer.

For tne major pert of the monsoon season this
area remains water-logged. The villages situated on the
high mounds appear like tiny islandé, cut of 7 from one
another. wnen floods of Bhadar and 0Ozat recede for the
year, people set out for cultivation and sowing in the swamps

then not under water.

The main crops of this area are Jjawar, cotton,
rice, bajaro, and wheat. People have net much to look
after the fertility of the soil. They sow and reap abund-
ant crops in the two seasons, viz., early monsoon and
winter, They pass thelir monsoon season in gambling aznd
drinking kava and a local brew liquor that they prepare out
cf molasses. Now-a-days, the Government ol Saurashtrag has
put a ban on the preparation and sale of sny kind of intoxi-

cating liguor.
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The Mers who live here gre dark, shori and of
medium bulilt. They are extravagant, luxurious and ea$y~‘

going.

The villages of this arez are built on high but
small mounds and the area of such a mound is sometimes
lnecreased by heaping debries on its outskirt. Most of the
villages on this side have separate cattle-yards on the
outskirt of the villages where fodder 1s stored. The
nouses are built of sand-stone vrought inland with much
difficulty and at a high transport cost. The walls are
plastered with a mixture of cow-dung and clay, and roofed
with locsl or mangslore tiles. An apartment of the house
is used as cattle-byre mostly in the monsoon. There are
about thirty five villaées and a town, Madhavpur, in this
division. er, Koli and Ahir who live here are agricultﬁ—

ristsj while the Rabaris are cattle breeders.

(3) The western high-land or Barda Panthaka is about
400 sq. mlles in extent. This region Includes Ranavav, the
well-knwon histerical place Ghumali, Advana, Sodhana, Shingda,
Lilani, Visavada or #ul-Dwarka, etc. This area 1s a rugged
uneven slope of Barda Hills and is watered by many streamlets
and rivulets which flow into the sea near Kindari creek.
The water supplied by these streamlets is very scanty. Host
of them dry up completely by the ead of winter. Feople,

therefore, depend on the well-water that is found 40% deep.
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The river.Vartu flowing to the exireme north meets the sea
near the beach of Miani. It gives great advantage to the
northern villages of Adwana, Sodhana, -Shingda, etc. This is

the only big river, worth the name, in the high-larmd.

The lgnd is strewn cover with low hillocks and
with patches of barren anf agricultural land. The land of
kankar formation and of ths sea-worn lime-stone is visible
at variocus heights. The areagef agricultural produce differ
in fertility. 50 menure 1s g necessity for reaping good

harvest.

The early monsoon crop is raised with the help of
rain water, whereas the winter and summer c¢rops are ralsed
by irrigating water from the wells. 48 people hgove to
depend more on the system of small-scale irrigation, they
have to work hard and remaln engaged till next monsoon. Dur-
ing the times of irrigation, they are sometimes put in the

worst plizht when the subterranean currents dry up.

The Mers of the high-land are light skinned, tgll,
sturdy and well-bouilt. They are hard-working, industrious

and thrifty.

The villsges of this area are not so tinickly popu-
lated as those of the low-land. Most ol the villages nave
some scope for expansion. The houses are bullt of lime-stone

brought from the neighbouring places, Ranavav or Fhistri.
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The walls are plsstered with dung snd cley or with cement.
The houses are roofeé with local or msngalore tiles., Here
two storeyed houses appear more in number than those in the
lew-land area. The houses built in the conventionsl fashion
are provilded with the inner cattle-byres which are secmetimes
made use of in the monsoon. But for the major part of the
Season, cattle are kept in the huts or heouses built in the
farms or 1n s separate cattle~-enclosure. There are about

thirty eight villages in this division, and a town, Rshavav.

ilers, Rabaris, Brahmins and Lohanas form the bulk
of the population in this region. The Yers and most of
thie Bsradal Brahmins subsist on agriculture. fThe Lohanas

deal in merchandise and the Rabaris breed the cattle.

(4) The central hill-agres 1s about 14 miles long
snd two miles proad. It is generally covered with sparse
Jungles which are the abodes of the animals such as panther,

ckal and wolf, etc. folk tales in thls arsa spesk also

e
]

of the lions that lived here centurles ago.

The vegetation is varlegated. Trees like ggg and
karmedd that bear yellow and scarlet fruits respectively,
are well known. In the rifts of the vélley there are
sparkling brooks, fountains, pools, and pastures. The

herdsmen of RBabari caste have established their clusters of

ry

huts known as nés in these areas. In and after 1941 A.D.,
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about twenty one n@s are reported to have existed he:gﬁe

Some of these ngs belong also to the Mers who live in/icini-
ty of the hills. Peorle keep camels for transportation.
They deal in butter, milk, ghee (clarified butter) and the

cakes of dung used as fuel.

Bxcept thé.ceﬁtra; hilly area the whole of the
Mer region has, by now, become a service area. Porbgndar
city is the juncpioh,of mo?or routes that join many neighbour-
ing villages. There are also the long-route buses that
Gaily run to and ffom thé éﬁstant cities like Junagadha,
Rajkot and Jamnagér. qu?énﬁar is the terminus on the
meter-gauge rai;wéy which 9?nﬁects the c¢clty wnith Jegégar,

Veraval, Rajkot’aﬁ@ thé parts of western India.

| -

111
The histéfy,ér Mers in Inaia has remained still
a matter of controversy.&} It is one of the historical
puzzles of the epoch maﬁing immigrants of western Ihdia;
The histery of Mers like that of the Shakas, Kushanas, Huns,
etc. 1s obscure. Yet we getl some.ﬁocumentary evidences

wnich throw valuable light on the great past of the Mers.

* This work deals mainly with the social structure of the
Mers, therefore, 1t is not possible to treat the history
of the Mers in adequate Getail. Here I attempt to gilve
a general sketch of Mer history as I find it in various
references.
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The early history of the ¥ers of Saurashtra is
linked up with that of the Mer people living in sjmer
Merwara area in Rajpubtana.”  Saurashtra and Rajputane have
provided shelters for peoples of different culiures and
nationslities, wino have moved in with every wage of migration
from the north-west passes of India. The district of
Peshawar has been rightly called "the transformer station of
cultural curraents from western and central &sia"'l after
settling in India, the immigrants have adopted tbemselves
to the indigenous culture. The Mers represent one such
wave of migrants, who entered India through the north-west
pesses and ultimateiy.found a home In ERajputana and Saurasn-

-+
tI'a. -

Hany historians hold the opinion that Mers are
the descendents of the central Asian people called iledes or
fieds who were known in anhclent tignes.2 The author of the
History of Persia refers zglso to the liedes, while he writes
about the sryans in Persia. He sezys, "It is pelievcd that
the Medes migrated into Persia from southern Russia, +.-..
and gradually occupied lhe western slde of the Iranian
plateau. De Morgan tells us that the 4ryan invssion of
Bactria took place before 25000 E.C. and that the Medes

entered north-western Persiaz about 2000‘8.0.“3

This is possibly the earliest history of the

group of early Aryans called Hedes. In later history Wedes

* See lap No-I.
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were looked upon as insepgrAEle from the Persian people.
It has-also been reported that their ancestors and those
of the Hindus formed a single tribe in Central dsia. The
religion of nature1WOrship among the pastoral Medes was
probably remodelled bﬁ Zorostéi;;ho is generally said to
have lived in the seventh céntury B.C. The &ssyrian
dominion was weakqud by théégedes Wilo subjugatéd the
surrounding states and founded the Medlan Empire which held
1ts sway in that region tilil the beginning of the fifth

century A.D.4

During this time-the White Huns or Epthalits
cgused a great stir iﬁ céhtral Asia. They attacked the
Sasanids of Persian Empire and put the whole surrounding

5 The

region in a "state of voleanic flux and turmoil“.
ancient_kiﬁgdoms of Medlia and Georagea were panic-stricken
at this; and conéequently a historical migration of great
events commenced. The "“huge tidal wave of humanity“6
glided towards southern and eastern parts of Central &sia.
Thus the Medes of the Medlan empire and the Gujars.of.

Georgea happened to enter India through north-west frontier.7

At this time western India was under the Leader-
ship of the Guptas. The Kushanas were out of the picture
long before the Guptas came to rule. It seems that the
kings of Gupta dynesty of north-west province drove away

the migratory invaders, the Medes ( now known as Meds) and
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the Gujars to the South, The southern region of the Indus

valley was governed by the Jats 'who flooded the country

in the same way, some three centuries earlier". The Jats
opposed these foreigners who overcome them. ihus the Heds

| settled to the east of the Indus river and the Guajars went

further to the South. It is reported that of the two tribes,

the Meds or Mers predominated in power and influenced where-

ever they went,  The following account of Lient. Col. John

Hoskyn throws additional light on the matter.s

" "The name of the (Mihira) tribe is variously
written as Maltraka (belonging to Kitrs -'Mitura), Mihira,
Med or Mand. This varied nomenclature has led to some con-
“fusion, and historians havé ﬁot.elways recognized the trgbe
under that various names by which:they are mentioned,,bﬁﬁ‘

the arguments of Pgndit Bhagwanial Indraji have placed 1t
‘ beyond reasonaﬁle doubt that thé"modern Mihirag or Mers of

Marwara and Kathiawar (géw Saurashtra) are indenticgl with the

Maltrakas or Mihiras of great migration."

"Mihlra in anclent language of Parsia and Mitra
in Sanskrit, are names of the Sun; and the names of Haltraka
end Nihira by which Mers are known in the Hindu accounts of

the great invasion, seem %o connéct:this tribe in a -
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particular manner with Sun~w0rship“.*

Western Indias was governed by the Guptas from
about 454 - 470 A.D. to the period of Skandagupta's reign.
TheApext king Budhagupta was weak and consequéntly gupta
power began tcldecline.‘ But it is not clear who ruled.
over Saurashira and the neighbouringmcountry, when Bhatarka
- ocecupled Valaﬁhipur in eastern Saurashtra in 8514 a.D. |
However, it is sugges?ed that the Hers might ha?e seized
power from'the weakening Guptas. This view is‘supported
by the Valabhl copper plates which mention that the Mers
were defeated and latenioﬁ‘were pushied weétWard during the

rule of Bhatarka.® s

In the ninth centurj A.D.y or earlier, the
Jethvas, the leading chiefs of the Kers of Saurashtra, were
driven cut, perhaps by the Arabs from sind. 10 They
entéred Saurashtra and settledlinAEpri which already was,

perhaps, a stronghold of the earlier Mers who were routed

L R e e . Lk I L L L L T

* At present the Mers of Saurashtra do not worship Sun as
their god, but the existence of some old temples, of
later historical period, found distributed in ¥er region
induce us to think that their forefathers or the early
ocecupants of this land (i.e. Chavdas) were Sun-worshippers.

It should be noted that a unique fezture - of Sun-worship
is prevalent even today among the Hindus of Saurashtra.
The Ranna Devi or Randal, the principal queen of god Sun,
is propitiated symbolically by a family after the marrisge
of a son. Xers also worshlp Randal in g similar way.
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by the #gitrakas gt""?vg;lbhi.*‘ After establishing their seat

in Morbi, the Jetﬁiéé spread thelr power in the south-western
part of Saurashpfé«and probeeded towards the region of Barda
Hills, They ﬁovéd from:ﬁprbi to Nagnati (the modern Jamnagar), &
occupied Bet,lDwéfka,.thé'islands of Pirotan and,Ajad.lL They
are supposed to\have settled at Srinaéaf on thelsouthawest
coast.- 4 prince of this:royal family, Sal Kumar, founded
his capitsl in Barda Hilis_, ‘waich is now known as Ghumali or
Bhumbhali. - Tﬁexrule at‘Ghumali was the culmination of
Jethva dynasty. It seems that they had noﬁ come into con-
flict with the Chavadas of Okha or Nagher.lz During their
stay in Ghumall thélJéthvas were sccompsnied by the Mers

whom they considered lower.than themselves.. The Mer chiefs
have remained under the control of the Jethvas from this
time.. Fidelity of Mors has been inseparably linked up with

the ruling Jethvas or Ranas of Porbandar. .

In the tenth century the Chudasamas d:eve away the
Jethvas from Ghumall, and instead of estsblishing here they
went to Junagadh., It has also been said that Jam Bhamanioji
captured Ghumali in 1313 gnd .the Jethvas turned to Ranpur. .
tfter passing through further vicissitudes they went to Chhaya
situated on the sea coést, Later on they moved thelr capital
from Chhaya to Porbandar which the Jethvas acquired from the

Mughal Government.13 L
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* jAppendlx I presents another account of the origin, migration
send the rule of the Jethvas of Ghumali.
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Since 1313 A.D. onwards the Jadejas of Jsmnagar
repeatedly fought with the Jethvas living in Ranpury and
rendered them feeble day by day. But for the crusading
sgcerifices of various brave Mer chiefs, the power of Jethvas
would have collapsed by the end of tne sixteenth century.

It is necessary to know the later history of the Porbandar
state 1f we want to reallse the parsmount importance of
the Mers as the voluntary army ol the Jethvss of Porbandar.

The following asccount makes the matter clear.

In 1573 4.D. Ramdeoji, a Jethva prince was deceit-
fuLly got rid of by Knengar, the brother of Jam Sataji of
Jannagar. Khengar snatched lwelve more villages from Lhe
territory of the Jelhvos and made Haval hils stronghold for
another conspirgey. &4t this time the Jethva ruler, lisharana
Bhan was bed-ridden due %o a2 severe attack of asthma. The
gueen Kalan-bal thought it wise to shift from Ranpur to
Sodheana. Later on she migrated southward to a still ssaler
places but the sick king breathed his last somewhere near
the beach of Bokhira. The queen was brave; she had with
her ner second son whom she determined fto protect zt a2ll costs.
When ithe Sumara Mers of the village Odadar knew the plight
of the queen-mother (Rajmata) they invited her te live with

them. These (Qdedara Mers (belonging to village Odadar)
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offered her and the prince all honour znd protection. In
the meantime the 'Jams' Took full advantage of the declining
Jethvea power snd occupled the whole of the high~land. During
this very critical situstiion the Mers promised the queen-
mother that they would shed the last drop of thelr blood to
help her regazin the lost territory and tec protect the Jethva

prince.

The brave Mers of the high-land were called to
gird up their loins and to fight the armies of Jamnagar.
The haughty fighters gathered together and marched to Ryval
and besieged the Torl where Jam ¥Xhengsar and his army tock
refuge,. The Yers and the Rabari soldiers took heavy toll
of the soldiers of Jamnagar and butchered Khengar. The
head of Khengar was presented to the gueen Kalanbai. Later
on a big army of Sisodia, Odedafa, Keshwara and Rajshzkha
‘Mers and the Rabaris marched steadily snd uprooted all the
other strongholdsof the Jems. Thus the Mers played & promi-
nant part in libergsting their region from the foreign yoke.
It has been reported that about 2450 Mers sacrificed their
lives in the victorious fight near the old sité of Bharwada.
The road-cess collector (ggg;) of Jamnagar who was stationed
\at Bokhira, ncar Porbandar, was slso driven away.by the
local Mers of Rajshakha lineaged and Chhaya was selected as

a capliazle.

The gueen-mother Kalanbai honoured the leaders
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among the Mer and the Rabaris, presehﬁed to them ‘costly
gifts, énd promised them hereditery possession of as many
‘villages as they could tie festoons of vietory (l.e., -Vijaya
torans) within a night's time. The Her leaders who were
present at thls proclamation. walked to tie tﬁe festoons.
The Hers coul@‘tie festooﬁs to forty villages. while the
'.Rabaris, who were advised to sleep over the matter, could
get only three villages.ﬁhen the next morning they franti-

cally walked to tie the festoons.

It is said that in the times of MWaharana Sultanji,
the Mer leaders of the forty villages were invited to a
royal feast at Porbandar. At this time the Mers were
greatly‘flatter;d and were induced to present thelr gifted
(pasayatdn) villages on the birth of the prince. The gift
to be given on the birth of a prince is known as Kunvar
' pachhédo and it contrasts with the one given eéery year on
the birth-day of the prince which is known as Kunvar nazar-
angh. Similarly, the Mers have given some villages.and
- plots of land as gifis to Brahmins, Sadhus of some temples

and to their lineage-bards‘br vahl-vanchg. ' Consequently

only fourteen villageshave now remained in the hands of the

Hers.

Another encounter with the state of Jamnagar took

place in 1729 A.D., when Maharana Sultanji was reigning.



‘Petty’disputes, regarding the boundary lines of the neighbouring
statés, often téok place. Once a court-hefald (Bhat) of
Jamnagar wanted to see the newly built fort named Bnetall at
Vadala village. The fort which was made up of stone was
unique in the sense that only three of iﬁs'toﬁers were visible

when viewed from any direction.® Nulu Meland, a Mer, who
the o
was the leader of the fort-guards, refusedzpermission to- the

bard of Jamnagar to enter it. The bard folt insulted at this
and straightway went to the court of Jass Jam and presented

\ himself in the dress of a woman, signifying therevby his
humiliated position. %hen the king knew that his court-
herald was affronted by a mean fort-guard of Porbandar, he
decided to take revenge. In the warfére that occured, it
has been said that the soldiers of Jaunasgar used & strange
device. They brought with theﬁ a huge wooden fort which
couid protect thelr soldiers. The soldiers living inside

* It is interesting to note here that the various forts
built up in Mer villages do not enclose the village
houses., On the contrgry a fort 1s a part of a village
slta. 4 fort is generally bullt on a higher place and
its entrance is kept towards the populated arsa. There
is a storgy above the entrance or the gate. It is
from this highest place that the guard of the village
was able to watch the surroundimg area and detect the
presence of the enemies. - TFor defence purposes, the
fort and the housing drea of a village were, in the old-
en days, fenced by thorny -bushes and thick shrubs. The
alm of building such a fort was to sazve lives of the
inhgbitants from the surprise attacks of the gangsters,
outlaws, etc. It was a place where people assembled
in a group and fought the enemy hordes.
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the fort were able to 1ift it and to make safe advanccs.
The ¥ers fought bravely Insplte of the war tactics played
against them; and tookZheavy toll of the enemies. There
are many historical e&ents which prove that the Mers formed

the volunteer army of the Jethvas.

In 1789 A.D., the same Hulu tfeland of Vedala
attacked Veraval port by sea. The port was under Aling
Hati who was an enenmy to some affingl relations of the Ran=
,of Porbandar. Mulu fought bravely gnd defeated his enenmies,
but lost his right hand in the semffle. The state recognlz-
‘ed sacrifices of this brave Her leader and honoured him by
proposing to present him a iren hand as a substitute for the

lost one.

In the year 1942, India launched s nation-wide
agltatlon for freedom under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi.
The state of Porbandar joined hends with the British. The
circumstiances forced the state to tuke severe steps agalnst
the people who supported and conducted the agitation. During
this eritical time, the state sent messagés to every Mer
village snd instigated the people not to co-operate with the
'Congress!' workers. Many of the Mer leaders wﬁo ware
'Congress' minded,could not understand what to do. However,
many of them stoogfhalf-heartedly by the state. The Mer
youths were recruited to fors a volunteer army . Here 1%

will be interesting to recall the past, the instance of
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1873 A.D., when the state saﬁghﬁ the help of the Mers in

_order to fight against the attacks of Jamnagar armies.

Thus the state of Porbandar has at various times
reglized the stratagic importance of the Mer subject. Later
on when India achieved independence and.the state of Por-
bandar got merged with the state of Saurashtrs, the lers
formed the army of Arzi Hukumat which uprooted the Muslim

stateg and strongholds located in the Sorath district.

In the olden days the main income of Porbandar was
drawn from crop-share and other minor cesses levied.upon
the peasants. The cropsshare is known as bhag-bet@il or
vajeé. The land was divided according to the different cate-
gories of land-holders who paid different smount of crob~
share or cesses of different nature. The matter is discuss-

ed in the follpwing account.

The land-holders called bhdyat (i.e., brother) or
patidar (i.e., holders of plots, pati, of land) are the
agnates of the Ranas of Porbandar. They were given land
for maintenance. There are elght villages and Some plots
of land granted to the bhayats, They enjoy full rights to

collect cropeshare from the_peasants who till their land.
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Categorlcally, they represent the class of Mer glrasdars,
il.e., the holders of the land gifted; and are also known

as suche. The political status and independence of the
bhaygts was higher than that of the Mer girasdars. The
bhaysts were independent in levying taxes and collecting
crop-share from the peasants ﬁho cultivagted their land.

They used to charge occupancy price known as kagsumbo or
naiarégﬁh for temporary lease of land. Thus their tenants
known as ganotias were tenants-at-will.  Consequently, the
“ganotiz tenants had to suffer from victimization of the
‘bhayats and had to evacuate their land totally or partially
when the bhgyats wanted them to do so. Most of the~ganot1é'
peasants were Mers. a4t varlous times thelr masters fo;ced
them to offer free-labour (veth), fire-wood, milk, vegeta-
bles, etc. Moreover, they had to pay marriage-gift (known
as vadhamanu) to a son:or a daughter; aﬁd also consolation-
gift (pot) after the deathlpf a member of the master's
fémily. . Gaqotiés paia § bf:& share of their total produce,
and thérefofe this and other liabilities of petty but numer-

ous taxations, contributed to their poverty.

The state of Porbandar did not benefit much from

the income of these bhayats who paid only a salute-tax

(salami-vero), about;&f125/~,'annually. Besldes, the

bhayats off'ered occasional gifts such as kunvar-pachhedo,

vadhdmanu, pot, etc., to the Ranas.’
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4 majority of the Mer land-holders, other than
girgsdars and ganotids, are known as rivald and they are
as good as khalsi tenants of government land. Ravala like
ganotla peasants were téngn@s-at-will, but their position
was sounder because they'wéfé hot harrased or evicted with-
out reasonaﬁle cause. .. The ﬁlofs of cultivated land were
registered in the name of the ocﬁupaﬁts or of their fore-
fathérs. ‘%hen 1t was;necesséry to divide land among the
sons of a famiiy, the métter wé? referred to the state, and
the divided plots were reglstered under the names of the
legitimate helrs. The plots wepe‘measured and recorded
and the assessment was’fixed acéb?ding to the nature of the
soil. The revenue pef;g;ggé Tand generally varied from

twelve annas to more than a rupee.

It has alread& beeh‘ﬁgntioned that the Mer ances-
tors were given forty villaggs“gs gifts for their valour.’
But now they hold only sixteen villages as their own. 1In
course of time, these Mer girasdars were recognized as heri-
ditary service tenants and therefore called pasayatsd. The
account of the conversion of the Mer girasdars into pasiyatd
is very interesting. It explains how the Ranas of Porbandar
graduall§ increased the weight of liabilities and decreased

the independence of the high-land .Mers,

Before 1884 A.D., the Mers of girasdari villages
paid butia negligible amount by way of an.yearly hearth-tax

! .

|
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(chula-véro), and an égﬁy~tax and an emergency-tax (lashkar
khardjat and dhubak vEro) everysthree years. Besides this,
the Mers had to offer free-labouf (véth) to the state. Sub-
sequently these taxesvﬁére cémmﬁted and lnstead of them a
lunp-sum payment ol abbﬁtz&.&/;‘(i.e., kori 32%)* was levied
as hearth-tax only. :

~ N

In 1884-85 4.D., the‘ﬁajasthanik court set out to
clear the disputes, betweep'fhé state and the Mers, regard-
ing revenue righ;s and other dpties. At this time.the Mers
of éasézatg villages raiséd‘stfong objections against'the
hearth-tax. The Mers argued that in the olden days their
fore-fathers had been autonomous, and the state had no right
to levy taxes. But inspite of this they voluntarily
aécepted some liabilit;es in order to supplement the inconme
of the state and strengthen its economic power. Now they
experience that the taxes are unbearable. Sc they want to
discard them totally. for instance, the‘effeét of hearth-’
tax was becoming ruinous to the familiés having a small |
portion because 1t wés levied per hearth. %hen the number
of hearths in a family increased and the land decressed, it

became much burdensome to each of the family divided. This
‘problem was solved when the plots cultiVaﬁed by a family
were measured, and 1t was decided that a generasl levy of
.* A kori was a silver punch-marked coin almost equivalent
to four anna coin. The Xorl was one of the colns of

currency in Saurashtra before and sometimes after the
British rule.
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annas 2 per vighs should be taken.® The decision of the
Rajasthanik court declared by John W. Watson, President

and G.E. Hancock, Ag. President;is enumerated in sanction
four of the charter of rights, i.e., hak patrak, 1884-85
4.D. The decision thrcwé more light on the rights and dut-
ies of the Mers vis a vis the state. The state ruler is

referred to as darbar in this hak patrak.

Remark and Decision:™**

"The Mers have been shown by emple proofs to be
hereditary service tenants and that as such they enjoy their
lands from generation to generation, subject to service,
loyalty to the state, and payment of all rights and dues of
Darbar's as detalled fn,@his Hek Patraka. They amply prove
‘that they hauve both mgftgaged and permanently alienated
their lands; but théialienation have been eilther (1) grants
. in Dharmada (charity), (25[sales within the clan, (3) sales
at any low pricés:éo religious classes or sales at ordinary
prices to temples; (4) orféales to the Darbar. But no
sales to ordinary_persons=§ave been proved. we think that
in these four'céégs the unwritten consent of both the Darbar
and the clan mﬁstfbe taken for granted. Reétriction of

such sales would éertainly§seem to be desirable in future.
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* "The usual lécal”vighE'is one-third of an acre, but it
varies slightly; in Bhavnagar it is equsl to two-fifths
of an acre".l’ ‘ g : ‘

** This has been copled from the liak patrsk of the village
Khistri of the high-land where I spent two months_in 1952,
The village Khistri is one of the sixteen pasayatd villages
of the high-land. - .~ ‘
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In considering this question, we have taken into conside;ation
the proofs shown in the similarly situéted #er villages. Ve
declare these four model alienations proved, as well as the
rights of mortgsging their lands, which has been proved by
ample evidences. On the death of a Mehar without heirs,

the Darbar havg entirely failed to prove that such land revert
to the Gadl (throne) and as they have also failed to prove
an& grant, we hold that sﬁch lands revert to the e¢lan (Bhom)
upon‘whom falls the responsibility of service collectively....
It is to be understood that where supplies have to be con-
verged to any given spot, éﬁé’man is converging them, receiv-
es rations for himéelf, and 1if he have a cart, food for his
bullocks also. It 1s also to be understood that the Darbar
cannot at. any time depute a sé%vice beyond the village limits,

a greater number thgn ﬁalf the.ﬁull grown men in theclan."

Besides this, many general rules as follows were
made clear in the different hak patrskas of the pasayatd

villages of the Mers.

(1) It was decided that the Mers had to provide
- rations when the state officers, éuests, surveyors, revenue
collectors (mehtd or taldti) visited a village along with
their servants, police (sipghl), etc.; and they alsc had to
supply forage to their céftle,,especiallg;horses. These
charges were met with from the gam jahampa fund, i.e., the

the
fund collected by depositing/income of a plot of land
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reserved gs a common\property of a village, | If an army.
was quartered for the safety of a village or for the sur-
rounding area, the expenses were charged from the gam
jahgmgé:funa. 'The pay of the village police patel was
similarlyldrawn from the same fund. The Kers were like-
wise duty-bound to pay yearly gifts called kunvar nazargnsh
_ and the charges of store-keeper (ko%hgri), cook (rasoyo),
drummer (nasgarachi), and mace-bearer (chobdar) of the Rana
chiefs.  Fhen a new chief mounted ‘the throne ( Eﬁl) Mers
presented gadi nazarang at the coronatlon ceremony. 411
these dues were taken from the g__ Jjahzmpa fund which lay
under the joint control of the poiice patel and the village
panchayata. 4 Mer was bound to -act as a guard and guide
(ehoki-ghBkeri) in his village, day’ and night, according the

turn of a family. The escort and the guard services to the
state officers were also demanded from the Mers. In addi-
tion to all these the state levied: extra charges on the

plartation of sugar-cané and on the preparation of molasses.

(2) The state pa%ﬁeﬁ some resolutions in order
to safe-guard the discipline of the government. It was
declared that if & Mer, or a group of them rebelled against
the étate or took pert in or assisted directly robbery, theft,
dacoity, etc. they were liable to punishment. The land -
and other property of the guilty persons became, by law,
the common property of the Mer glgn~ (as it was described).
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But if the clan as a whole should rebel, the entire property
of the Mers might be confiscated by the state. 1In the cases
of crimes committed by the individuals, the state declared
punishment, or inflicted daily fine (known as mohsal) on

the relatives or the family of the culprit till he came for-

waréd and surrendered.

(3) Rules regarding the attainment of the citizen-
ship of the state and those pertaining ts the crime of adultery
were as follows. If a person desired to resettle in the
Mer region after a long absence from the same, he had to seek
permission of the state. and pay about 2. 31 (kori 125) for
resuming his rights as a citizen. The state court imposed
punishment under civil and criminal codes for the cases of
adultery on the part of & Mer with a woman of other castes
or tribes., The rules regé:ding adultery are in practice even

tO-'day-

VI

In the end I briefly survey the socialy economic
and poiitical position of the Mers in the present circumsta-
nces, Until recently there was some difference in the

soclal and economic poéition oﬁ;tbé Mers of the high-land

and the Mers of the low-land. - Iﬁlthe olden days‘the Mers

of the high-land held higher political status than those of
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the low-land. They;formedzﬁhe vélunteer army of the state

of Porbandar. It should be recalled here that the Mers

of the main four‘liheages (e«g.y Keshwara, Odedara, Sisodia

and Rajshakha) were known as the bhomis Mers. The term
bhomia means the holdeés‘éf 1aﬁd? an& 1t refers to the high-
land ¥ers, who for their“gilitary services, acquired many
villages_as gifts from the state of Porbandar. The high~land
Mers (i.e., the bhomlids) have served as ministers (g;gggg) of
the state; and they proudly elaim tq have provided queens to
the rulers of Porbandar. For all these reasons the high -1land
Mers enjoy speciagl rights and prifileges befitting the original
land-holders (mpul-girasdar) of the region. Though the high-
land area is comparatively dry and full of waste-land, the
position of the Mer peasants has remained better. It is their
hardworking and industrious nature that help them in over=~
coming the difficulties when the rain is insufficlent.

On the other side, the Mers of the low-land belong
generally (with a few exceptians) to the ten lineages, other
than those four lineages of the high-land Mers., 4s tha
Mers of the high-land are known as bhomis Mers, those of the
low-land are ironically known as the khad Mer. The term

khad means straw and so it suggests the ordinary position

of the Mers of this area. They are not very fgmoug for
martial traits, and have but little reputation for friendship
wlth the early rulers of Porbgndar. Thus their sociael and
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political status was inferior to that of the Mers of the
high-land. However as the low-land is very fertile, the
economic status of these Mers has always remained higher.
They hold their lands on the terms of poytwari lLand-owners;
and so they do not enjoy special privileges and concessions
as the high-land Wersdo. Notwithstanding these minor draw-
backs, the Mers of the low-land are sought for matrimonial

alliance by those of the high-land.

Since the emergence, in Feobruary 1948, of the
state of Saurashtra, radical changes have been brought about
i

in the revenus system. The various small states and
glrasdsrs merged in the state of Saurashtraj and the merger
helped the new government in generalizing the administirative
pelicy regarding the land. revenue system. First of all the
government gave legal occupancy rights free of charge to
khalsa or ravala cultivaters. 4s a second step, crop-share
systemy wherever it exisfed, was abolished and instead of

it a cash gssessment system was introduced. The imposition
of yeth and vero, i.e., free labour and (emergency) tax were
likewlse discentinued. The cultivators were permanently
freed from the obligations of intermediasries like bhayats
and the holders of religious estates. These intermediaries
worked between the state and the farmers; the farmers paid
arbitrary and exhorbitant taxes to their employers and the

latter poid but a small amount to the state. But now the
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local revenue officers i.e., mamlatdirs have been employed

to exact revenue directly from the farmers.

Besides this, the Government of Saurashtra proclaim-
ed an utopian slogan,{"The land belongs to one who cultivstes"

(i.e., kh8d§ t&ni jamin). The slogan was indeed a revolution-

ary step. It was codified inﬁo a law and so the land-less
peasants who were cultivating‘fhe‘lands of their employers for
the last many years @ére granpéévbwnership of the same. The |
effect of land reform'legislééidh in Saurashtrs has become
conducive to the economic upiifﬁment of the peasant class;
@specially, the Mers of the:high-land who were the tenants of .
the bhayat-girasdars havg‘récéived many~advantages under the

new law,
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