CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION N

India is a land of immense variety, not oﬁi§‘in its
physical features, climate and natural resources, but
also, and perhaps more so, in its people, languages and
culture, People at farious stages of civilization from
the very primitive ﬁé the highly advanced, and‘ékbvarious
ré§ia1 ancestries from the Negrito to the Nordic é;é
found in this vast éﬁh-continent. Successive advents of
peoples of highly varied cultural and racial types into
the land for thousands of years, have forced the original
'inhabitants, and possibly some of the subsequent settlers,
into the relative sécurity and freedom of the forests
and hinterland of the c¢ountry. These peoples whd‘are
found all the way from north to south, and east te west,
form the tribal population of India. No exact estimate
of‘their numbers has:ever been made, nor will it‘be possible,

due to a varisty of reasons. Census figures of- tribes
| vary greatly from one Census %o another, not so much due
to natural demographic variations as to changing definitions
and criteria in classifying peoples. The camparatively
Areeent classification of a section of people as 'Scheduled
Tribes' 1s a political, rather than strictly ethnographic,



classification. Equally misleading is the classification
of people according to Religion, as for ;pstan§e, Hindus
and Ap&mists, or Hindus and Tribals, Kingsieyhﬁavigs
séy%:\ "Most inaccurate figures on religién,in India are
théséicpveringAthe '?ribala' (or ‘Animisﬁs' as they ﬁﬁre
called érior to the 1931 Censué).éa’ | o |

sﬁhére is considerable dove;taiiing betweenxtgé lower
fbrms}qf Hinduism and“phe higher forms 6f tribal réiig@pn;
so théﬁ, it is impossible to draw a line of‘demardatioﬁ.
In point of fact, there is hardly any form of tribal
religion in India in which all deitdes of the Hindu pantheon
are totally absent, 1f we adopt a crude criterion in )
claséif&ing peoples byi:éligion, any person in India who
is not a Muslim, a Christian, or the follower of some
other- religion that is quite distinct from Hinduism, is
a Hindu. “ | i \

iin order to give 5 ;ough indicatioﬁ of the tribél'
populétion‘of India we may Snce again refer to Kingsley
Davies, ' |

1. Kingsley Davies, The Population of India and Pakistan
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1951), p. 165,



‘ T%BLE I,
DISTRIBﬁTIGN OF TRIBALS (INDIR)

. Year Nupber(OOQ?s) Percent of Poﬁﬁiation
PR T Cbu2r 257
- 1891 9,112 y 3.26
1901 8,185 . 2.8
911 9,59% 3417
1921 L '.'9_,‘072 2.97
1931 7,630 . 226

- 1941 8,775 , 2,26

* Kingsley Davies, Population of Indla and Pakistan p. 191

The Census of India, 1951 afforas further illustration
of the confusion between *Tribest and 'Tribal religlonists'
as alsg of the growing tendency of peoples once class;fled
as 'ffibals' to return themselves as Hindus. According %o
the 1951 Census, there are 19.1 millions of 'Schednled”
Tribes' in a total population of 357 millions, or very
“nearly 5.3 per cent. At the same time, in the classixzcation
of pgcplea according to-religion, there are only 1.7

millions, or 0.47 per cent who are classified as 'Tribals’®.
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The tribal population of India vary considerably

in race and culture from one region %o another, .

According to Guha, the aboriginal population of South

India consists of & very small proportion of Nég:itos,

~and a large proportibn of Proto~Australoids, Negf@to

-ancestry is ascribed to the Kadars of Cochin and ‘the

hill Pulayans of Travencore and Cochin, The Irules of

1 . ) P
Wyanad show traces of Negrito element! The same view

aépears to be held;gy Hutton alsos Further'suppofp for

»tgis view is given<§y'mr.L.A.Krishna Iyer, with -evidence

from Travancore. Hé writaes:

The existence of a Negrito strain in the
aboriginal population of South India has ..
recelved additional evidence in Travancore.

I% has been observed by Lapicque and Dr,.Guhe

among the Kadars and the Pulayans of the Cochin
State, and by Dr.Hutton and myself among the

Uralis and the Kanikkar, Spirally curved hair

has been observed by me among the Uralis, the
Kanikkar, the Malavetans, the Malapantarams, and
the Vishavans. They are followed by the Proto=-
Australoid (Pre~Dravidian). This type is found
among the aboriginal tribes of Central and Southern

1.
2.

3.

- e - head

Mr.R.L.Rooksby who did field work among the XKurumbas

in Wyanad informs me that there are no Irulas in

Wyanad as far as he knows. There are some in the lower
slopes of the Nilgriris and in the Attappadi”?allay(ﬁtT)

B,2.Guha, "Racial Elements in the Population®, Oxford

Pamphlets on Indian Affairs, No.22 (Bombay: Oxfor
University Press, 1944}, pp. 9 et seg S

ef.J.H.Hutton, Caste in India (Cambridge: Tﬁg
University Press, 1946), p.7. .
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India, and is closely allied to the Veddahs of
Ceylon, the Toalas of Celebes, and the Sakais
_of the Malay Peninsula, The lfalavetans, the
Muthuvans, the Kanikkar, and others may be
regarded as representatives of thias group.

At present there are no distinetly Negrito
communities in Indla, nor has any trace of .a
Negrito language been discovered. But distinetly
Negrito features not only crop up continually
from the Himalayan slopes to Cape Comorin, but
also abound In great megalithic monuments which
help us to some wxtent to unravel the history of
their remote past. The observations of Dr.Hutton,
Dr.Guha and myself go to show that Negrito
features crop up among the Kadars and the Pulayans
of the Cochin State, and the Uralis, the
Malapantarams, the Kanikkars and the Vishavans
of Travancore. o

It is interesting to point out that mégalithic
monuments are largely found on thé High Ranges
of Travancore. Dolmens, menhirs and alignments
are found in the region of the Uralis, the
Mannans, the Malayarayans, and other jungle
tribes of Travancore. Mr.Perry polnts out that,
all the world over, megalithic monuments exhiblt
such similarities of structure that they must
have been the work of a people showing a common
culture. It is also worthy of notice that the
reality of a stone-using people is evidenced by
the use of stones for graves by some of the hill
tribes even now. The dead are buried and a .
sgone is planted at the head and the foot of the
grave by the Uralis, the Muthuvans, the Mannans
and the Malayarayans, '

' Systematic excavations still awalt the spade
of the archaeologist in Travancore. Ward and
Conner made the earliest of excavations in the
State. According to them, all the tumuli appear
to be of a period earlier than the Iron Age.
Mr.Bourdillon once picked up a bronze lamp from
one of the tumuli., No skeletal remains have
been so far unearthed to bear any direct evidence
of the Negrito race in Travancore. Judged by the
nature and conténts of the objects found, the
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megalithic remains of the Deecan and&South

Indis. are sald %o reveal a uniform cultureé, and

it 'is considered that the megalithic ramains

of Scuthern India are Post-Vedic and ‘later than

any similar remains of the Central Indian -

plateau, from whence the culture wnuld.aeem to

have Spread Sguthwards sessvosescie i

. "Pre~Dravidian! is their time-honourad ap ation,

Dr,Elckstdt would call them 'Weddld' and’ Dr.Guha,

fNishadic'., :Dr.Hutton has 1abeiled them 'Proto~

Australoid' after Sewell.! R S
The above observations on. the “tribal populaﬁiou of India
are meant to be no more than a brief introductary backgnuund
to the place of‘ﬁuthuvans, the: snbject of this study, in
the general tribal popvlation of India. Thelquestion as
to- whieh is tribal pepulation and which is not naed
hardly be teuchsd here. It would appear - that the beliefs
of the Muthuvans themselves regarding the&r origin
counter the arguments for classifying them as a tribe
because it is claimed that they were origznally part of
the peasantry of Tamilian South India. However, the o
fact remains that they ars classified as hill tribea and
that they manifest a tribal arganization in heir social
structure. They may, ;herefbre, be treated as a tribe.

- Muthuvans are largely confined-to the- farmer o

Travancore State of Sauth India. In order to understand
them more fully, it will be necessary to add . a note on

the tribal population of the State. For statistics ‘and

| .
|

1. L A/ Krishna Iyer, The Trayancore Tribes and Castes
{Trivandrum: Travancore Government ress, 1941),
Vol, III, pp.lﬂ et seq .

|
|
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general desgriptign pf‘the tribes, one has to'depend on
the State‘Cenéug-Reppiﬁs;~and on brief aecouhts appearing
in otherlpublibatiens,ﬁas systematic sﬁud;es'§n‘£§§ﬁ,
have hardly been madgi In common with aboriginéif;.
popﬁlatioﬁg‘allJovef§$hdia, thgfrraﬁanéoré t:ibéé”éx
inereasingly téﬁdfhﬁ”cbﬁaidgr fhemaelves Hindus.‘«géartg
from this, large nuzbers are being sbsorbed into the
gene:allﬂindu,popﬂlapioﬁ as a‘?ésult of ﬁigratiqn?vand

chaﬁgg of.occupation;} Thereforé, Censua figqres?are only
approximate 1ndicatioﬁ§fof the ‘tribal ﬁopu;ations'of the
Stétp._ In this conhéé%ioﬁ, it ﬁouid be wvrthwﬁiiajtb
consider the yiewsvoﬁfthe Census Gpmmissioner«of i}évancore
for the Census ofuln&ia,AiéhT, régardiﬁg the‘tpigggtof
Tré%gnqore: i S

Before 1901 tribal religionists had been
grouped -along with the Hindus, In the last
four Censuses. they were recorded separately,

- their number being, however, found steadily to
decreasc each'time, In 1921 they numbered ' -
12,637, but in 1931 only 2,907 persons rsturned
themseives under tribal reiigion, though the’ -
numerical streangith of the total tribal population
was 128,838, " The rest had obviously been absorbed

" partly in the Hindu and partly in the Christian
fold, as is evidenced by the fact that in the
present Census-97 per cent of the Tribes have
returned themselves as Hindus, the rest as

.. Christians, and none. under any tribal religion
whatever; The complete disappearance of the

. Tpibal religionists is due to their gradual

& stated how this Pigure was érrivéﬁfét

AN INTolle T on P 13 , the 'Fo};ulakwn of Tribes
v 1a3l iy staked te be 12.8,% 43. No ex]olanahah e
- avauddable b riconefe fae Aijfrrince of S, P—TT)

is no

* (It
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- absorption into. the major religions.

Development of easy means of communication
resulting in increasing migration and settlement
of- the Tribes In plains has considerably

-~ Pacilitated this process.  The inclusion of the
Tribes among the Eindus,in‘gpe‘census operations
of the last century as well thelir actual dbsorption
into the Hindu fold in wast numbers in recent

* years might have been due to the ¢lose affinity
of tribal forms of worship to Hindu rituals.

* The polythsistie conception. undarlylng the. tribal
religion was egsentially Hindu in cheracter.
Raturally enough, the-Pulaya, the Mfuthuven, the
Malayarayan, the Mamnan and the Kanikkaran,
originally worshipping some indefinable power or
spirlt supposed "bo reside in the primeval -forest,
in the crumbling hills, in the rushing river or
in the spreading tree", slowly took to: the more
refined aspects of popular Hindulsm and accepted

- as titular deities, Sastha, Subremonya, Kali, or

- Meenalkshi, Gods and Goddesses of the Hindu
pantheon, vho are often associated with hills and
forests. In the later stages of evolution, when
the idea of religion took a more concrete . shape,
groaelytising them in%o other faiths must have

ecome easy. . In the discussions that follow,
therefore, tribal religion is not given separate
comsideration, -since of the 132,682 persens
ennumerated under Tribes, 129,081 have returned
themselves as Hindus; an 3,661 as Christians.l

- This further~shbw$,the confusion between‘*ﬁriﬁéls'
and !Tribal ?eligicnisté';whieh:has-alreédydbeen refé:red
to,. The‘question‘whéthér or not a pefabn‘stqps‘beiné:a
'Tr@bal' on chang@‘of~faiﬁh, is oPen.to»disﬁﬁte. ‘Infmost
1nst§nces, con#srsioﬁ'to Islan or Gbristianity entails

Lossiof membérship of the tribe: the convert :is @utqagted.

1."A;Néfayaﬁan Tambi, "ﬁravaﬁcore", Census of India,
"4941. Vol.XXV (Trivandrum: Travancore Government Press,
'81“1 L2} Part I, pp.123 et seq. :




But from 'Tribal relxgien' to Hinduism cannot be
considered a change of ”awth, only an: 1mprovamcnt in
nomsnclature.,“The term 'Tribal religion' is itdelf
confusing necau tt éoes not- lend itaelf 0. difinition.
After all, the so Qled T Tribal religion' is only a
lower form ofiﬁiﬂd %m which itself is hard to define;
For our pnrpose, iv \suld perhaps be best to disregard
the’ 'religious' 01¢881f103310n, and cansider only the
ethnologlcal classlrleation. '

It 1s imp0331b1e te get: comparat:ve f gures for the
various tribes from onn de*ade to another in- recent times
because no two Censuses sznce ?928 give fxgures For: all
A tribes. From an examination of all the: decennial Gensuses
1of Travancore £ror 1881 onwarda, it ia.seen that the most
detailed’ Gensus statzeblcs of Tribes is aoxtalned in the
1931 Report. The 1831 Census mcntmons only four Lrlbes,
whereas the 1891 Gengna‘mentlons six. In 1901, th§
nﬁ@ier‘of trives 1ist§diéose‘from six to fourﬁeen,jbﬁt
£ell to thirteen in 1911 and.remained the same in 1927,
'|The 1931 Census givéé’figureS‘for fiftsen tribes. By
1941, howe&er, the"numbér'decreased-to twelve. The:
Census of 1941 iﬁ‘the*las%'ﬂeﬂsus for Travancore as a
separate State. In 1949, Travancore and %the adjaceﬁt

!

Staﬁe of Goch1h~were‘merged to form the United State of
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' Travancoretﬂoéhiﬁ?% The 1951 ﬁen&ua 1s tﬁ@refbre the

censua of Travancorc~cach1n. This would not have
seriously affeeted the figu*es of gopulation ch?nges of
tribes, if only deﬁaixed figures we"e aveilabl», because
the diaperﬁion of ?he tf¢bes aGanS +the fbrmer boundaries
of the two ?taves is- insignlfieant. Hbvever, ths 1951
Census omitted the detaileé enumsration of each 1ndividual

,gribe, and gave on}y combined figures for all ’Scheduled

Tribes' within each of the four administrative divisions
of the State. Besides, of the fifteen groups mentioned
as.Tribes in the 1931 Gensus, only eight were inc&uded

as such in *he 1951 GensuE, Four have been split (
according to habitat and included parbly under 'Scheduled
6astea' It 3eems taat the eriterion adopted in dividing
2 tribe and 1nc1uding 1t parﬁly under one category’and
partly under another 1s whether Lha portions coucgrnsd |
continued to live 1n the hills or migrated to the plains.

The former wars included under 'Scheduled Tribes‘“ and

1the 1atter under ’Scheduled Gaataa* The remitning three

were either merged with 1ike groups or lis»ed under

! :2,
ey

* Since this was tritten the States Reorganizatxon Act
" of the Government of India came into foree whereby the
”Malayalamuspeaking areas.of the West Coast including
© . -most of Travancore~Cochin, the former Malabar
distriet of Madras State, and a. portion of South.
Canara distriot, formed the Kerala State.
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differsnt names. The following table shows the distribution
of tScheduled Tribest! by administrative_divisidns, sex
and habitat according to the Census of 1951. (0

\\: .

TABLE IX

POPULATION OF SCHEDULED TRIBES
IN TRAVANCORE-COCHIN, 1951.%

»

District Persons Males | Femsles Rural Urban
1 2 5 5 5 6
TRAVANCORE- ‘

COCHIN 26,580 14,458 12,432 26,118 _462
Trivandrum 7,721 - h,115 3,606 7,563 0 131
Quilon 3,008 1,538 1,470 2,839 169
Kottayam 11,110 5,627 5,483 11,03, 76

Trichur b741 - 2,868 1,873 L,655 86

% U,Sivaramsn Nair ﬁ'Travancore-Gochin," Gansusfo'ff India
1951, Yol XTIT (Delhi: Government of India Publications
“Branch, 1953) Part II, p.254(1 have ascertamed hot ths Table bas

en vebvoownesd 2xaclkly as i Hha ov wwal Souvee; but ave o¥& 1SoTnR
appovent dispaviies {or .whieh mo rtx}?‘lav\a-.—\'w\ waS avi“f"{‘- T taod J%Ca{uwn 5
‘fjmusl be 2.6,9«2&. S\?‘M\‘\r"/ He foia‘ n’-} Ruvo«{, ahd'KY‘JO\V\'*&“" !anhJ.rum mmsk bx

An examination of the comparative figures for *‘thezbq‘l'-”f@
population of tribes m Travancore according to the
Censuses of 1931 and 1941 will be more rewarding. These
two Censuses are crucial for any discussion of tribes in
Tra?én;:ore. The 1931 Census, 1isting as it does the '

1arg§st- number of individual tribes, appears to be the



; Gensus.‘
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; moat‘eomprehenaive survey; the 1941 Census, being the last
pre-merger Census of Travancore ig also the 1ast Gensus
of tribes in the State. (See Pe 13 fof Thble)

‘{ In the 1941 Gensus no person has been: returned as
ﬁalankudi Malapulayan or- Thantapulayan. .However, the
classification of Tribes remained the samé'as in tﬁ3}1931
Geﬁ;us. In the words. of the Genaus Commissmoner (19&1)
of the State: ' “ ,

o -~ The Thble corresponds to. Thble XVIII ef the 1931

\..»i

The elassitication of Tribes is the same as that
adopted in 1931.6f the 132,682 persons returned
_under tribes, 129,081 are Hindus and 3,601 are
' Christians. ‘No one hag been returned under:
tribal religion., In the enumeration of tribes
in the 1941 Census, -it is found that no one has
peturned himself as Malan#udi, Malapulayan or
Thantapulayan, a classification which existed
in the 1931 Gensus.i - :
_ The most exhaustive acconnt so far available of the
tribal population of Travancore, is Mr.L. A.Krishna Iyer's

Travancore Tribes and Gastes, published in three volumes

between the years 1937 and 1941, during his tenure of
office as Officer in charge of the Ethnographic Survey

of Travancore. Mr.Krishna Iyer appears. to have fbllowed
the classification of 1931. The geographlcal distribution
oflééibgé'byingﬁuraltﬂiviggons is given below{ fo;;ownng

- vy

1,: A .Narayanan Tambi, op.cit., p. 86
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FiG. 2

_ MAP OF TRAVANCORE

Showing the Geographical Distribution and t_he‘
Past Migration of Primitive Tribes

(Acknowledgement to Mr.L.A.Krishna Iyer)



HAP OF TRPVVANCORE
SkouuLruj tke GeoNTtipkical Dist-‘ibu.bi.oTx

CXncL th.e  pcxsb mmig~cLbion.

of Primitive TrtUes
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1.
Mr.Krishna Iyer.

A Highlan (‘ 171 tribes)

1.

2.

3.
h.
5.

6,

7.

3,"

9.

10.

Kanikkar in the forests of Vilavancode,
Ngyyattinkara, Nedumangad, Pathanapuram,
Shencotta and Kottarakara taluks.

Malapantarams scattered in the higher. -
reaches of the Pamba and Aehenkoi] .rivers,
-and at Thalapara and Kannupalli of' the
Shencotta taluk.

Ural:ls in Peermade and Thodupuzha taluka.
Paliyans in Peermade taluk. sl
Monnans on the Cardamon Hills to t;he south,
of Panniyar river in the Peermade and
Devilmlam taluka. ,

Muthuvans on the Kannan Devan and Cardamom
Hills in the High Range Bi.viaion.

Malapulayas in Anjenad in Devilkulam. taluk,

Malankudi or Vishavana in the Idiyara
Valley of north ‘i‘ravancore.

. B, Higgand and Midland

Malevetans in the taluks of Pathanamthitta
Pathaapuram, Nedumangad Ghirayinkil and
Neyyathinkara.

Malankuravans in south central and north
Travancore, in the Higﬁland and Midland
regions. )

A

G - Midland

11.

Malayarayans in the Ranni Reserve Forest of

1.

*®

L.A.Krishna Iyei', ;;);g. cit., Pe 2 et s8q )

. A taluk is a revenue sub-divigsion. The whole

state is divided into 30 taluks. [p77)
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Changanacherry taluk, and in Minachil and
Thodupuzha taluks.

12. Ullatans in the midland region of Ranni Reserve
forests., '

qJ*13. Parayas 1n Thovala, Agastiswaram, Eraniel

Kunnathur and Kunnathunad taluks, and in- %he
Cardamom Hills,

D; - Midland and lowland 4
‘ 14. -Pulayas in all taluks north‘of'ﬂanjanad.{fﬁ

15. HNayadis in° Karunagapa111 taluk and north
Travancore. .

Each tribe has a tradltion of its own concerning
its origin., It is interesting that some of these traditions,
such as those of the-Ullatan‘and Paraya,seek to claim
Brahminieal descent cf’the tribe, The Kanikkar, Mahhan,
Muthuvan, Yrall and Paliyan believe that they eriginally
belonged to the Tamil country whence, for varlous alleged
reasons, they migrated to the Travancore Hills, Among
these non-indigenous tribes, the Kanikkar are beliaved
to~have come from Tinnevelly district, and the other four
from.Madura district:: Howaver; the people of the plazns
have their own theories about the origin of the tribes,
ascribing the colonization of the hills to sage Agastya
who ‘came from the north. i

It is said that sage Agastya repaired to
‘Dwaraka (Tamil, Tuvarupathl) and taking with him
" -éighteen kings of the line of Sri Krishna,
eighteen families of Vels or Velirs, and others,
moved to the south with the Aruvalar tribes
who appear to have been the remmants of the
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Kurumbas, The Kurumbas appear to be the remants
of a great and widespread people, who erected the
dolmens, and form one of the pre-Dravidian tribes
of Soutﬁ India, Agastya had the forests cleared
and built kingdoms settiling there the people he
brought with him, This migration is said to have
taken place about 1075 B.C. Popular tradition
supports the theory of Agastya's conquest of

South India, The foot=prints of Agastya in his
adventurous journey to the south are said to be
visible at various places and the stages of '‘his
travelsare marked by the little Asramas (hermitages)
he set upon his way. The Travancorean holds in
great veneratlion the Agastyar peak, where Agastya
is said to live even today, and his image is
installed and worshipped at the Olakarivu waterfall
on the Asambu hills Thovala taluk, at Marutuamala
near Cape Comorin, at Nagercoil, and other places.
The adventures of Agastya are relevant to the
extent that he is said to have.played a conspicuous
part in reclaiming primeval forests in southermn
India and making them fit for human habitation.
Even to this day, the Kanikkar of South Travancore
curse their enemles by swearing by Agastya, and
make annual offerings to him at Agastyar pesk,

The Epic and Puranic legends contain
traditions relating to the physical characters
of the aborigines (Nishada ?. The -Bhagavata
Purana describes the Nishada as black like crows,
very low-statured, short-armed, having high
cheek bones, low topped nose, red eyes, and
copper=coloured hair, His descendants are
distributed over the hills and forests. The -
Anamalal Hills in southern India form the refuge
of a whole series of broken tribes. They are
characterised by dark hair, short stature, and
broad nose. Since the physical features of the
Puranic Nishadas indicate thelr affinities to the
so-called pre-Dravidians, Mr.Chanda considers
the short-statured and broad-nosed jungle tribes
as the modern Nishadas representing the old
Nishada race. 1 : : .

1. Ibid,pp. 29 et seg
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The earliest roeordad Census of Travancors was
taken about the yaar 1820, according to which only
2,761 are returned as hill tribes.x A mueh larger

number, 98 97&, dre raturned ‘as- predial. alaves.J‘,ﬁ
Lieutananta Ward and Ocnnar, in their tMemgg; o; thg

Survey of the Tragpncoge .and Goehin States (1816-1820),
devotes some attentzon to the .castes and tribes of

““““

thase States. ?his is ona -of tha aarliest acconnts of .
its nature for that reason, and also 1n view of the
fact that it 13 not ponsible to ohtain the ggmgig at
prosent, axcept 1n a very few librariea, it is thought

F
-‘i{\. i ot

the hill-tribea.* :¢;f LT e A:,Lg'

A feW‘uild but 1no£fensive mountaineers
share amongst them the whole of the hilly parts.
It 1s difficult to fix their totel, but they are
not numerous. . Influenced by all the prejudices
of waste, they are divided into-several distinet

- tribes, ‘who have little intercourse with each

--otherjy *but their character is similar, or only
distznguiehed by minute shades; it partakos of
the rude wilderness of" their hills, but is in
no instance ferocicus,.. Though living in elans,

* they know little of that nnian and attachment

© tha% ‘belongs ‘to- such an- association, FEach
society has -its petty chiefs; most ef. ‘them owe
general ellegiance to.the Rajahs 0f Pundalum
and Puniatuj-caprice leads. them to. occasion K
transfer their fealty callad Mopen to the Sout
Kunneeear, whose authority rather domeatic than
despotic, *1s ‘willingly submitted to. Their mode
of life too 1s everywhere the same, subgistence
being chiefly derived from the spontaneous

. .produce:of the wilderness thro which they
roam, The spoils of the chase (of which they
often.rob the gggggg;{ yields a precarious.
addition, and the collection of hill products

worthnhile 0 quote in full their general remarks on ‘
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' affords the means of obtaining the few coarse
luxuries sultable to their taste, Wicker-work
(made from the bamboos) im which they are very
ingenlous, is the only art they practise, They
are not exempt from the fever common to- the hillas,
but. are in general hardy-and -endure privation

“ " with stoleism - a virtussthat the wretchedness of

thelr situation too often calls into aetion, Of
"migratory habits, they move about-in smell: hordes,
necessity alone leads them to the inhabited.parts
where no-inducgement could persuade them permanently
~ to remain, . In thelr rambling tours, they carry a
~ staff or pike, a knife stuck in the girdle, and
sometimes bows and arrows, for they have no. fire-
arms: a basket slung at the shoulders contain
. some few necessary utensils, and follwed by their
dogs and women, the latter loaded with 'the younger
children and other impediments of the family, they
wander from one place to another &s caprice or
convenience may dictate.  Their huts are soon
erected, often on rocks or trees,. a sscurity -
.- against tigers and elephants -Jﬁﬁeir fellow
occupants of vhe woods, with whom thsy share or
. dispute possession: conversing amongst Ghemselves
they are unintelligible to those from the linhabited
parts; this however only arises from the digsonant
sound conveyed' by their harsh and abrupt utterance.
Each tribe is.intimately well acquainted with the
tract, considered particularly its own, and.on
-whos¢ precints they de-not admit encroachuents:
they trace as by instinet its devious paths, and
decide with.almost unerring certainty onthe
number .and . variety of animals that may have lately
trayersed them, They are restrained, or confine
themselves to one wife or mistress, often their
‘niece. = a connection almed at securing the purity
of the race: the offspring in most cases is’™
-considered as belonging to the mother; thelr
superstitions are said to have a favourable’
influence on ‘their morality, but the women subject
to every species of hardshlp and drudgery, can
have but little leisure or dispasition te be
incontinent, . Their dress only differs from that
of the Nairs,  in covering the upper part.of the
person with an abundance of cloth, but it is an
equivoeal benefit, cleanliness being in this
instance sacrificed to decorum, as convenieuce ls
to o¥nament, in encumbering the ears with pendants
end loading the neck with. countless’ sirings of
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beads, decorations little adapted to their
vagrant mode of lifs, They are haunted by a
variety of superstitions; large tracts of
forests sacred to some ideal spirit: however
great the temptations their productions might
offer are scrupulously avowed by them; some
regard the head with particular veneration, and
will not carry any burthen on it. Women under
~eertain circumstances, or when parturient, are
objects whose approacﬁ or contact is*dreaééﬁ; in
the latter case they are removed to a hut some
. distance from the village being supposed to pollute
it by their presence, and the event trusted to
the unaided operations of nature, These’
mountaineers are small in person, often of a
meagre appearance, but have the usual Hindoo
lineaments except the Cowders (Xadar), whose
flattened nose, robust make, dark complexidn,
occasionally -curly hair, and large white teeth,
filed into the form of a saw {some other c¢lasses
of hill Xeople observe a similar practice) give
them an African appearance, though their' features
are by no means so harsh.) 1

Tt 1s remarkable how little the hill tribes have
changed in their customs, manners, beliefs and wajgfof
like in the hundred;éhd-thirty-odd years that havéjéonc
by since the time of the survey by Ward & Conner.. Their
‘ degeription of the hill tribes would apply with-liﬁple
éﬁénge to present—ddﬁ;conditions, especially in af?hs
whére tea or other ﬁiantation industries have noﬁ noticeably
come in the way of the pursults and livelihood ofitha hill
tribes, The Rev.Samiel Mateer of the London.Missiénary
S&giéﬁy, who spent méﬁy years in Travancore duringgiho

1;1 Ward and Conner, "Msmoir of the Survey of the
. Tpavaneore and Cochin States," (1816~1820): Heber Drury(ed]

" Selections from the Records of Travancore (Trivandrum: °
Wis Highness the Rajah's Press, 1860), pp. 137 et seq
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latter h%lf ;fJ%ﬁé?hingigént§ ceﬁt§ry,xhasxieft‘géshort
accountrqfi@iliifriﬁééwiﬁ his Native Eife';n Travancore.
A few extiéétéffrom~h13jaq§euht Sf‘h;Il tribes are given
below forfthg;@ﬁtéré%ﬁfﬁhéy’hoiﬁ:aélﬁéﬁﬁfiéia fgéﬁi~j‘
comparati&é refe:eﬁé;iééé yéli asfforfthéif ééaréiégﬁ

value as descriptions of the hill tribes.of a past. ' .-
genération, o

.. The hill men,proper number c¢lose upon,
12,000; ard Ulladars, a: hunting caste, 2,829,
The Vedars are;scarcely mountaineers, being
found rather at the foot of the hllls, and in a
soclal c¢ondition very similar to that of the .
Pulayars. 'These hill people are most numerous.
in Neyattinkara district, where fully a fourth.
of thelr whole number are found: the others are
scattered over the mountains north and south of

this centre.-

These remarkable people are very rude and

primitive in manners, and are generally regarded

" as’ the aborigines of the country. Bishop Caldwell,
however, conslders that they are not, like the

v Tadas (Todag)-af*the Nei;gherries,,(ﬁi;gggfg) the

- surviving representatives of the earliest inhabitants
of the plains, but, 1like the hill. tribes of the
Pulneys, the-descendants of some Hindulsed low=-

" country people who were driven to -the hills by
oppression, or who voluntarily migrated thither.

‘"seesssseesesErse e

" 'The hilli men will not eat. with Shanars or. ..
Illavars{Ezhavas), or still lower castes, but -
will take food cooked by Sudras(Fairg).. They .

. do not eat the wild ox or buffalo, nor the grey

. oy Hanuman mcnkeyA-hutﬂonly»the‘biack specles.
They gather wild honey in the clefts of rocks
and branches of trees, and bring it hoie, or for
sale, in joints of bambu. DBeing great smokers
of tobacco, which they grow for thelr owm
" eonsumption; they stop work frequently. when

‘employed on estates in weeding or clearing, to
indulge in a smoks, ‘ :
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©.Ti1l recently, .none.possessed wealth in

c¢oin, only hatchets, billhooks, knives, hoes

- and other tools:  Thelr trap for the wildboar’
and tiger are 'made with rough timber supported
-on 2 spring which falls and lets down the whole-
weight upon the apimals baeck. They have no -

- weapons, but: are very :ingenious st wickerwork
or bal'Bbu, rattan and reed. csees as ' ‘Their
circumstances have greatly improved. of late.
wherever coffee estates have been opened and
worked; but thode who are unwilling to take work
ars driven further into the hills in search of

. fresh lands, :'The fate of the hill~Kings'!, says
Mr.Honiss, %'is rather sad. For ages East,@hey
have boasted of being' the undisputed lords of
the primeval: forests. . The: elephant and tiger
were their only. foes; bubt with snares and traps
they could hold their own against these enemies.
But they could not resist the onward marchiof
a superlor race. The planter approaches them
in a peaceable way, offering wages for thelr
hire, but demanding as. his right the land ‘he
hes purchased; The proud wmen. of the woods:
decline Yo herd with coclles, and work like
comnmon people. . As soon as the planter's axe
is hezrd; the hill-kings pack their traps and
desert thelr homes o establish themselves in
another valley: In this way they have been’ .
driven from hill to hill and from valley to valley,
until some have found now a safe resting place in
the dense jungles of the lowlands of Travancore.:
If the planteér wishes to penetrate some unexplored
Jungle, or cut a path din some out-of-the-way -
placa, -the hill men -are.ready %o assist, and it
iz the unlversal testimony that they are more
faithful to their engagement than their more:
civilized brethren from the plains.l C

In order to comﬁl@té thiswdescriptibn of the hiil

tribes of Travanoore~$§ various periods of time Baﬁkeen
appfoximatel# 1800 333:1900, with reference to available

11terature~an_them, we may also add a note onﬂ”fha'ﬂill

1. Sarmmel ﬁaﬁeer,"ﬁéﬁi‘e Life in Tra anc‘r (Loﬁabn:v
‘W.H.Allen and Co., 1853), pp. 03 st seq.




Tribes of Travancore” which appears as appendzx II
of an adminmstratzon report of Travancore éorest
Department hy a nropean Conservato; ‘of Forests who,”
previous to attaining that positicn, appears to havei
been the eruty Gonservatar of Torasts in the State,
and had been dﬂputed ta make an exploratlan of the
fbrests of tha &tate. An old copy of th‘s report wzth
many pages 1n the beginning and in the enn misaing, {
came into- my hands scme time ago. a7 wae not posszble”‘
to £ind the name of tbe author, or the date of publication
of ‘the report, but it appears to have been published
in 1891 or 1892.: Fortunately, ‘the appendix on hill
tribes is available in ﬂull., ‘Being a raport by a Forest
Department officlal engaged on “the special task of @h
exploring and reporting an the forosts, 1%3 sections on
hill tribes, though brief is a eorrect, fﬁrat-hand
account, For this reaecn it is particularly valuable'
as a general description of tha hill tribes at the end
of the last century o

The- hxll men of Travaneore nnmber botween
8,000 and 10,000 persons, who. live secattered
tﬁrougn the. forests of the State from the
extreme south to the confines of Cochin,
Preferring those parts of the country which dre
beast inhabited ‘and therefore abound in
they retire before the approach of civil zation
and are. to be found most numerous where the
absence of compebition gives them. greater
freedom and more room to carry out thelr cultivation.

At the same time they like to be within reach of
bazaars where they c¢an procure salt, clotha and
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knives, and other necessaries in exchange for
forest produce.

These peoples are divided into 12 or. 14
tribes who live apart, and whose members do
not intermarry with those of other tribes.
Each-tribe or clan has a certain tract of country
which is considered to belong to it, and even
each village of a tribe has its land allotted
to it, and no one would dare to encroach on the
land assigned to another clan or another village
without permission. Thus the Uralies and Mannans
look on the Periyar as the line of demarcation
between them, the former living to the west and
the latter to the east of that river, save where
in one or two places each clan has ailowddfthe
other to eclear land on its side of the river
for temporary occupation, .

Though sglit up into so many tribes these
hillmen probably sprang from two or at most three
sources. The Kanies, Malayadayars, Kochivalens,
Hill Pandarams, Uraliea, Vishavans, Ulladans
and Kadars are dark-skinned, and many of them
have short noses and thick iipa and possess
African features. It is probable, therefore,
that they are descended from the original
inhabitants of the country, and that their
ancestors took refuge in the forests to escape
being reduced to slavery like their Pulleyar
(Pulavan) congeners. The Arayans are, as far

as observation goes, fairer-skinned and more
intelligent, and they are possibly descended
from a superlor race, a supposition which ig
bornezout by the fact that the Hill Pandarams
owe a sort of allegiance to them. All these
tribes speak Malayalam.

The Muthuvans, Mannans and Palliyar(Paliyan),
on the other hand, speak a language much more .
like Tomil than Malayalam, and they have
admittedly immigrated from the Tamil country.

tc the Travancore hills at a comparatively
recent date. Moreover they intermarry with the
Tamils of the plains even at the present time,

As regards appearance, the Nuthuvans, who
claim superiority over all other tribes are



probably the talleat, and have the best
features of all, wi h aquiline noses, beards
and moustachios.. The Mannans and Pailiyar B
have, as a rule, little hair on their faces,
but they are pleasgsant looking, bright and.'quick.
I have not come much in contact with the::: L
Arayans, but the other tribes are quister and

slower, just as the Malayalee is more lelsurely
LR U .

s ~

in his movements than the Tamil, - -

 The men. of these hill tribes are often .very
gturdily built and muscular, from the abundance
of food they obtain and the healthy lives “thoy .
lead, though often living in unhealthy localities.,
This is especially the case with the Kadars and
Kanies(Kanikkars), Their senses are, from
constant use, keenly developed, and they can
hear sounds and sec objects which other pecple
would not notice. For the same reason they can
bear fatigue, and endure hunger and thirst,
more readily than natives from the low country.. .

- 'The numbers of the various hill tribes:
are probably decreasing, This we knéw to be
the case in some cases, . For instance thare- .
were not long ago five or six camps of Mannana
to the south of Kumili, whereas now there are
onlytwa; ‘SEsssestcsssenene T L
On the other hand, the Palliyar of the Cardamom
Hills are irxgreasing. : SR

Smallpox carries away many, and it 1s rare
to saee an old man, . When this scourge does -
appear they generally leave the sick to take -
care ‘of themselves, with a little. food handy,
and themselves move away to some other place
hoping thereby to escape the contagion. Cholera
also sometimes appears, and fever carries off
a certain nupber, #4s they have no medicines:to
counteract. the effects of these diseases nature
just takes her course, and the mortality is
grﬁat. ] ) R T . e R

With the exception of Kadars who can ‘
scareely be said to be hill men of Travancore,
as they live more often in British territory -
of Gochin, and the. Hill Pandarams, all the. tribes
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clear land and raise crdps of paddy or ragi,

as the case may be. -In addition to these

grains, they grow plantains, tapioca, pumpkins
of various kinds, yams and chiliies, sc that, as
a general rule, they ‘are very well off. Unless
some accideént happens, the supply of grains
which is carefully stored’ in granaries or in
buts in treeésy lasts till the next ecrop, but’ if
the quantity 1s insuffilelent, the hill men'go
out and dig for yams and other roots, or collect
the fruit of varlous trees, though it camiot

be sald that any of them are very pleasantito ' .
ea-b.‘ . i PN ‘ f Lo s “. ‘: ER

- A1 the Hill ‘men ‘eat fish, which ‘thdy ‘catch
by nets, by lines or by -pqiaoning., ‘The Uralies
who live near the Periyar are especially clever
fishermen. The flash of most animals is ' -
aceeptable to them, and some of them have'a’
particular liking for that of the large bldck
monkey(Semnopithecns- johnii), but with the’
exception of some Kanles and Arayans, none of
them will eat,. or even touch, the flesh of tlie
bison. The hill men often possess guns, bui’
some of the Kanles still use the bow and arrow.

.

Begidee the grain they grow, most of ‘the
hill tribes raise a vlittle-bhang and tobacco,
the leaves of which thesy dry and smoke, but as
they do not know how to prepare them tfxe‘y are
alwaya very glad to get any properly cured -
tobacco that .may be offered them. Many of them
are sadly addicted to the use of oplum, which
they have got into the habit of taking to .
a%lgviate pain, or to mltigate the bad- efficis
of fever, S ‘ : '

The hill men are¢’ as a rule truthful, and
miach more reliable than men from the low country,
From living such a free and easy life they ave
independent, and do not like to be driven. They
have therafore to a certain extent to ba humoured.
They are said to be very moral, and most of them
make a point of sending away their wonmen folk on
the arrival of any %ﬁéﬁ%er at a village. The
Mannans are lesa particular. They arée good-tempered
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and easlly pleasaed, and they may often be heard
shouting with laughter at the anecdotes or remarks
of some of thelr number, : :

. For a person travelling from place to
place and not staying long at any one spot it
is not easy to collect much information about
the religion of the hillmen, They seem to .
worship some beneficent Delty, who is supposed
to inhabit one of the neighbouring hills, and
whose favour they are desirous of retaining, but
they gay.more attention to mitigating the anger
of malignant demons who are supposed to be ever
on the watch to do them harm, Thus as I was
travelling once on the Cardamom Hills, I wanted
to gather the fruit of the common Hi1i Cycas
(Cycas cireinalis) when a Mannan stopped me,; and
sald that one of thelr number had once eaten, some
of the frult there and got very ill after it, so
that a demon must live in that place, On another
occasion I wished to enter a patech of forest on
the crest of the Kalicani-para ridge, but. I could
get no one to follow me, I was told as a reason,
that once on a time a Mannan had entered the same
bit of forest and had never been seen again and
that this forest was haunted by a very powerful
demon to whom they made yearly sacrifices .....
.0'....00'...‘90..0..‘..t‘.‘..-.0.0..O....Q.Q.O‘*
among the Muthuvans, and Mannans, and perhaps
some others the headship is hereditary, and here
perhaps the office carries with it more power,
the headman among the Kanies being nothing more
than the leadér. Each village 1s independent of
the others, save perhaps among the tribes rientioned,
who often owe some sort of allegiance to.one
particular headman, thus the Muthuvans of-all
the Neriamangalam hills look on Baka Muthuvan as
their chief, and the Mannans of the Cardamom Hills
are nominaliy‘nndér the head of the Varakil
Mannans, ‘ '

As the cultivation carried on by the hill
men is not permanent, they are obliged to .change
their homes at short intervals, Where the soil
is fertile, they remain perhaps two or three -
years in one place, sowing grain one year, and
then obtaining a crop of tapioca or plantains
the next year from the same land. Most of the
tribes move every year, clearing a bit of forest

% R couple of lines missimg here .
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in Januwary, reaping the %rain in September and
clearing another piece of forest the following
-year,. . As the changes are so frequent 1t.is

not worthwhile for them to build permanent
houses, their homes are therefore constructed
‘mérely of ‘réeds-very neatly put up, and:generally
‘clean, whieh“last just one year. 'éamh-éf@@he R
tribes prefer: to have their huts of small;size
gcattered abous. their clearings, each ‘family
'occuﬁying a gepaprate building, but others, like
the Mannans, bulld one or two large houses with
many rooms .in one central place., - The Kanies "~
vary their cultivation and thus remain several
years. In one spot, and they have .ln many places
‘planted :Jack; arecanut and other frult-bearing
trees, the produce of which they gell in the
bazaars, but their huts are all: tdmporary. - '

The Arayans alone build more permanent
homes, always selecting some: steep hillslope -
away from elephant. traeks, Here they terrace
the hillside, build houses with mud walls, and. -
plant: useful’trees around them, but they shift
their cultivation from sSpot to spot in the -
neighbourhood, L - ‘ o

S As  regards clothing,.most of the tribes:
living on the lowsr slppes of the hills wear
listle else but the loin-cloth, but the Mannans
and et1ll ‘more the Muthuvans, whose homes are in
a colder climate, wear heavier.upper. elothes as
well, and are.glad to get c¢oats or blankets:-

A1l the . hillmen are expert. trackers, and
from their knowledge. of the country, the facility
with which they use their knives in clearing
paths, and thelr endurance they are invaluable
as guides to any one travelling in the forests.
They are also much in request for running-up buts,
which they do in a surprisingly short time. The
Forest Department employ them also to collect
ivory, dammer, and cardawmoms, and are entirely
dependent on them for getting wax and honey from
the lofty trees and precipices on which the bees
swarm. o e -

' 1Théugﬁ”€heaéxhii1'triheé'ﬁava ményf e
characteristics in common, they rea;ly:§if£e§

* .
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from each -other. very considerably thus - the
Uralies are better cultivators. than the others
and: know much more about trees, while the
Pallivar{Paliyans) are better Sportsmen. - The.
most curlous tribe is that of the Hill Pandarams.
They livé on the fruit of the Cyecas, on fish,
and frult, and the pith of the sago palm, and’

on any roots “they ¢an dig up, They do not clear
land nor sow paddy, and they iive gonerally in
c¢aves. ‘They are exceedingly timid and no :
indusement c¢an make ﬁhem come out and ahow
themsslves. ;

Thie following is an estimate of their_
nusbers beginning from South Travancore.

Kanles from the South up to the bhenthroni valley
On the Palli and Parali rivers ;1 villages.. zOO person

On the Kotha river w
On the Ney . W o " 400 "
On the Karumana " 1% " .. .300 v
On the Vamanapuram % . '.o300 90
On the Kalleda river n 300 ¢
.+ 2,000
lixar(Paliyan)
On the Kalleda' and ’ S
Acchankovil rivers ‘ 2 villages .. 50 persons
I&alaxaygdzar(ﬁalankuravan) . o
On the Kakkad(Rani} river T
near Hanattapara N :,( ' . SQ_J "

Hill Pandaraas o '
On -the Bamba’ river (Rani) 3 or k gangs 100’ n
Kochivalans | ' 'u‘“. ‘

On the Valiyar (Rani) 2 villages 5&; .

Ul;gdans k ,
On the PalaYi river B -oot;'oot ( 100 "
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.Araxan!:. . .ﬂ ‘

Scattered along the foot of the
hills in numerous camps from ,
the Valiyar o’ Thodupuzha \ 4;000- persons

Vishavans (Malenkudi)

At the foot of’ the hills on the = a
Periyar, 3 ganga ‘ S 50 75 o

Urelies - C . - : ,~i£%.
On the hills:tc the weat » o
of the Periyar,' . . @3 villages  700. "

. Palliyar (Paliyan)
" On the Cardamom Hills

- near Vandamettu, - 3 m - gZops w
“‘M ‘on ‘the hills , co

east of the Periyar up .
to the foot of the High - o
- Range 2 % 70 persons y
o e Sundra Pandy Mannana, o S

© 2+ Varakil Mannam( including

| Udamanahcla) 600 La
3. Lower Periyar Mannans 2 L 100 " "
&,. Kovar Mannans 1 " 50 n B
| S 20 "
thu . ::fiji 5 . L
" 1. Baka Muthuvans to thc : o
west of High Range o - 200
2. Santhapara Muthuvans to
the south of H.R. 100
) 3. Devikolam Muthuvans on
b An;]inada Muthuvana to L
. tha Qast‘ Ot H.R, ) : B S
800

Total 8,900 "
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Theéﬂ ra*ha& Xengthy quotations from other works
‘were thought justifiable on agcount of their valua 1n
presenting an averall picturs of hill tribes in Rravancare
“at various pe:iadg ‘of time. What is perhaps more
‘important 4S~thei§éat that the works from whiéh'theae
descripticns were obtained have 1ong been out ﬂf
currency and.are hard to get at in most 1ibraries.
For this reason toc.it{was thought worthwhile tck:
reproduce the desériptions when the writer got access
to them in the Tndia Office Library in.Londsn. it is
not claimed that all that has been written (and quoted
here) is efhnogrénhiaally correct- but it ﬁay b&téssumed
that they have an’ undisputed value as background :
infbrmation regardinn hill trib»s. What msst st ilcas
the student of ﬂny qertion of the tribal population of
Travancors is the numbrous points in which one section
shows similarity with other sections; and this, despite
the vastly divergent traditions and beliefs bhat each
section holds in respeet of its ordgin, past history
and social position. ~If an explanation is wanted to
account for ﬁhg si@ilafities, it is that, for éﬁefthing,
“an identieal physical envifbnﬁent leaés people, in course
;éf time, to pursue common practices in earniné a livelihood,
and, seoondly, the ‘human instinet of imitatvion plays

its part in inter-group contacts. At the sane tima

13
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there is a tenaclty with which each group perpetuates
-the distinguishing‘features of its spcial organization
and highlights the manner in which, in those particulars
they are a class apart from others. It would seem ‘that
a distinction is possible between the technological and
soczal agpects of culture. The former is concarned with
material pursuits ealeulatad Yo produce food, 3halter
and other necessit:es of life, whereas the latter is
what confers distinctzon, individuality and atability
of ‘organization, Between the two, the former is subjact
to change, adaptation to environment, learning and
imitation- the latter is change-resisting, and independent
of learning and i-itation other than by social 1nher1tance.
In the course of the following pages in which a particular
section of the tribal population of Travancore is f;
described some proof will be found for this assumpt:on
although the chlef task of the study is to deseribe the
habitat and soclal organization of the tribe, and to
analyse some problems of anthropological interest that
arise from it. ‘ e

" The Muthuvan is a numerigally small hill tribe
régiding chiefly in the north-eastern hilly tracts~of the
fbimer Travancore State. Muthuvan traditions and -
popular beliefs bear some relation to the history of
Travancore and the adjoining district of Madura.-,
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THE ‘MUT}IUVAN REGION IN SOUTHI RN INDIA |
(Tt will be noted that thls is a- Pre-States Rearga-
nisation Map, but- tha ldca is’ to Show t'.he Muthuvan
Reglon in Relation in' Peninsular India as a Whole,
and not in Relation to the Exact Boundaries of
States and Distr:}.ctg.)“
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Occasional references to historical facts and‘pseudo~
historical popular beliefé will, therefore, be necessary
in this chapter, Howeier, to begin with, a brief
descripticn of the geographical features of the State
will be helpful. B ’

*_5"’5 I I I # £ % % % % % »*;iif%#

}? Travancore State lies at the south-western('iu

exé;emity of the Indian peninsula, be@ween g LY and
10°22' north latitude; and 76 14" and 77 38 east |
latitude. It is bounded on the north partly by cochin
State and partly by the Goimbatore disbrict of Madras
'State' on the east by*the natural mcuntain barriar known
as the WEStern Ghats, on the south by the Indian ocean,
and‘on the west by thé Arabian Sea. (The 'Wbstern ‘Ghats?
-13 a misnomer as far as Travancore, and indeed the -entire
West Coast,is concerned, because the Chats lie to the
east of this region fbrming ‘the. hinterland of the coastal
strip from Gujarat to Gape ‘Comarin, They are Western
only to the people on the other side of the Ghats. As
they constitute the bulk of the populatzon of peninsular
India, the Ghats have® come to be known as Western Ghats).
The State is a narrow strip of territory, 174 miles
‘1ong, its breadth varies from 75 miles at the norﬁhern
border to 30 miles at the southern extremity, giving it
an angular shape, Its total area is 7,662 square miles.
Compared with the adjoinin%ﬁdistricts of Madras State,
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i1t is about fburbfiftha of Madura,‘nine-tenths of
coimbatore, one and one-fburth of Malabar, and’ one

and one-third 6f Tinnevelly. Gompared with some of
the other fbrmar Native States, it is about ene~twelfth

~the size of Hyderahad one-fourth of Mysore, and sevan-
eighths of Barodaf*,; | ‘ | f

i According to the last Census of the State before
its integration with Gochin namely, the 1941 Sensus,
its’ population was 6, 070 018. The total population of
'Travancore and Cochin together in 1951 was 9 280,&25.
Between 1941 and 1951 ‘the 1nerease in population ln
the two States together was 23.7 per cent, Assuming '
chat the percentage’ ‘b8 inerease wag the same in the .
twn States, the population o£ Travancore in 1951 is -
estimated to be about 7,500, 000. Amnng States in
India, Travancore is unique in that it has a large

' ‘Chriatian population, the origin of which dates back
almost to the first century of the Christian era, The
'distribution of population by religion, in 19k1,‘gas'
Hindus, 60.5 per cent Ghristians 32.3 per eant, and
“Hhalims ?.2 per»cent. With a 11teracy percentage of
,Sh per cent, ‘the Qtate is educationally the most”
.advanead in India. Its economy 1is predominantly
‘agricultural and 8h per-cent of the population is

rural. Both.Travancore and Gochin are thickly populated

* These eampansms m}Hy (2, Ih w‘—wv\c bof:&m. ”ydtrabac{ My sovt’ Qh()

Baveda ware M(ohumqug nahw Skalzs ovnd Ma.’a(mv wah a
distriet of Madvas Stake.



States, the»averagéfdghsity of pppﬁla%ion beling 1,015
per. square mile which is one of the highest in any
part of the world, : Geographieally, both States can

be: divided into. three dieaiact natural regians Ou
.highland midland and lowland, . The distribution of
population 4n these regions is highly varied. The
highland region is sparsely populated and going T
westward the density of population’ increases phenomenaly
until the highest density is obtained in the: coastal
region.( The fbllowing Table shows the distributlon of
population by natural reglions, as well as the relative
size of each region in Travancore. {See p. 37 for table)

. The main agriéﬁitural‘produces of the: Stata, in
order of extent of" area under cultivation, are rice,
cocoanut taploca, pepper, rubber, tea, ginger, sugarcane
and coffes, Tea and Coffee are cultivated in the: highland;
rice, ecocoanut, tapioca and sugarcane: in the 1owland
and midland; peppe?, rubber and: giﬁ%r in the midland
and highland. . = = . - . AR
. A heavy annual rainfall, a warmvhumidity

of the atmosphere- and a fairiy uniform temperature
. throughout the year are the characteristie
. features of the climate of the State, as of the
. Malabar Coast generslly. The seasons are mainly
_conbrolled by the two periods of rainfall, viz.,
. the south-wemt monsoon from Juné %o Auvust,and
the retreating or north-east monsoon from’

October to December, December to February is
‘ma1n1y a elear bright season with fairly ool
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nights, the average minimum temperature being
7%°F and the maximum 87°F, From March to May,
the atmosphere gets hotter and more moist. and
during the latter half of the perilod, clouding
increases and ‘afternoon thunder showers occur.
The average maximum temperature during this
season is 89°F and has never risen above“93°F,
The southwest monsoon bursits on the eoast "
towards the end of May and is usually associated
with a.depression or storm. June to September,
when' the southwest.monsoon holds sway, is the
aseason when néarly two~thirds:of the annual -
rainfall are received.. Skles are heavily. clouded
and rainfall.eccurs on about 25 days each in
-June, July and August, -During October and-: -
November when the scuthwest monsoon retreats and
the north-east monsoon establishes itself over
the country, ‘the intensity of the rainfall
Ancreases aiightly.~'ﬂuring this season there is -
mere rainfall -on.the hills than on the plains,
The annual rainfall is heavy and is also:fairly
regular and uniform. Two essentlal features of
the distribution of the rainfall are its . '
progressive increase from the south to the ncrth
and a simlilar increase from stations on the .coast
to stations at the foot of the Ghats, The -
average rainfsll at Trivandrum is about 67 inches,
at Cochin about 115 inches, and on the Cardamom
Hills on the Western Ghats, about 200 inches, As
the State receives the benefit of both monsoons,
complete failure of rains, and famines, are
unknown; this does not, however, rule out the
possibility of the seasonal distribution of rain
being unfavourable to the agriculturist. There
are occasionally heavy floods in the basing of 1
some rivers causing considerable damage to crops.

A

The progeessive increase in rainfall from:aogéh to
n&rﬁh, and west to east 1s a distinct feature. Th§:
highland region :covering the eastern portion of ﬁhé‘
‘State, and occﬁpying about 47 percent of the tdtgi'area,
g;és an annual*rainféll ranging from 100 inches ‘4n the
ks;ﬁth to over 200 inches in the north. In the midland
region rainfall varies from about 55 inches in the south

1. U.Sivaraman Nair, op. cit., Part IA, p. 3 et seq,
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to 140 inches in the north. This region occupying
about 36 perkent of ﬁha‘totalfaraa, is characterised
by uplands. of varyiﬁgfeievgiiqﬁ\throughawhich\flqﬁgfa

large number of rivers. The lowland region whi ,

| occuples only 18 péﬂégnt.of‘the,ar%a‘ia“undéﬁ’é%%%ﬁsive
| riée and,coeqanﬁz'céi%ivatioaq Rainfall ;ﬁ thié‘#ﬁgian
varies from 35 inchéééinlths south to 110 iﬁé@ésﬁiﬁ;

the morth. . |

~ .The face of the country presents considerable
diversity, although its general character; except
in the southern parts, is extremely abrupt and
mountainous. . The coast, and the ares for a -
short distance along the borders of the lake, is
generally flat; retreating from it the surface
Immediately becomes unequal, roughening into
slopes which gradually combine and swell into
the mountainous amphitheatre that bounds it on
the East, where it falls precipitately, but
terminates less abruptly on the South. The,
collected villeges, waving plains, palmyra: -
topes, and extensive cultivation of Nunjanaad,

- resemble in every particular the neighbouring
district of Timnevelly, except that iv-in'no-
measure partakes of its comparatively arid

. aterility. Approaching northward, this fertile
plain is succeeded by the rugged surface of
the true Malayalim; some few champaign tracts
enclosed within this ocean of forest relieves
the uniformity of the Sylvan scens. The .extent
lining the coast for its whole length presenis
a fertility so near the sea that imparts a-
peculiar character to.the landscape. - This rich
and variegated tract is flanked by & mountainous
barrier, and is finely contrasted with the -
sombre mapgnificence and desolate solitude of
those wilds of which the eléphant seems the-
netural master; and though theé landscape may
be too much made np of this wild scenery, it
boasts many striking localitles and eeuiiar
beauties, 1f not of the sublime, at least
romantic and picturesque kinds, The eye is
arrested by the wild rocky precipltous
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acclivities and fantasblc fbrms assumed by the
mountains in the more southern parss, but
proceeding north the bold and elevated contour

+: of - this A3pine tract is less sharply defined; a
few rugged clif'fs and spiry polnts or conlcal

_summits alone-breaking through. the sameness.of
its rounded and sombre outiine. This appenine

*. dissolves into clustering hills and romantic: -
inequaliuxes, at whose feet wind innumerable’

., valleys, preseanting {Particularly in the middle
parts ‘the most delightful landscapes, whose
natural besuties are embellisghed and diveraified
by the prospect of Churches and Pagodas, ' Indeed
the endiess succession of houses and gardens
Scattered in picturesque disorder over the’fgce
of the country, gives it entirely a different’

- appearance.from the other coast, the nudity of
-whose plains is unfavourably concrastad‘wlth the

‘robe of Zlorid and exuberant vegetation that for
a great. part of the year clothes Malayalim, The:
Arreka and Cocosnub .everywhere fringe those ' -
picturesque and sequesiered glens which gradually
expand into the extemsive piantations and
cultivated lands that skirt the sea and Lake. :
This space is enlivened and fertilized by innumerahle
rivers and pastoral streams, whose borders:are
crowned with groves and- cultivanlon that éverywhere
following their winding ¢ourse, present a unique,
interesting; and charming 5cenery, infinitely
more diversified than most other parts of the
Peninsula, and one that would indicate abundance,
This is especially the case in Xootanadad; the-
watery flatness of this fertile fen is relieved
by the gardens and habitation so thickly strewn
over its surface vhich exhibits a net-work of = 1
rivers mcandering through'bhe verdure they create.

- The nama Travaucore is the anglicizad forn af ‘
Thiruvithamcodu, which is itself a corrupt rendering |
of’ Srd Vashum ﬂodu, meaning the Abode of - Proapariﬁy or
the Abode of- the Goddass of Prosperity. According to

the Imperial Gazetteer, the State takes - its name from

i. Ward and Conner, op. clt. pp. 23 et seq.
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a village called Tiruvidamcodu in Eraniel taluk, thirty
miles south of the capital, Trivandrum:‘1 In ancient
writings, it is also’referred to as Karma-bhumii;i
signifying that the:§piritual salvation of the iﬁhabitants
of?this land dependS%énhirely on good actions, as?&j
cégﬁrasted with the East Coast, called Gnana»bhw&é?;r
Punnya~-bhumi, where~;-man obtains salvation by~ﬁ$¥§ birth,
ir#espective of actiéns, as the land itself is sgid‘to
be' consecrated grouﬂé;l' :;

~ The predominant language of the State is Ma£g§alam,
a ianguage that has c¢lose affinity with Tamil;:éiff percent
ofuthe population are Malayalam-speaking, and 1h.§ percent
are Tamil~-speaking, ?The Tamil-speaking populatiqnfis
cénfined largely to the southern gé}ggg of Travaﬁgéro
which are contiguous with the adjoining Tamil diét;iet of
Tiﬁnevelly. In thef§honc9ttah taluk, which is anééyciave
of Travancore within the Tamil region, the‘populapién is

;;tirely Thmil-;speaking.z3 In the highland gglggé}bf

Peermade and Deviculam the majority (66 perkenﬁf:are

Témil-speaking,_buﬁ?this is an immigrant and floé%ing

1. Imperial Gazetteer of India (Oxford: The Clarendon
ress, 1928), Vol.xxiv, p. 1 i

2. eof. V.Nagam Aiya, The Travancore State Mannal
(Trivandrum: Travancore Government Press, 1906),

VOIQ I, po 1

3. The southern taluks of Travancore, and the Taluk
of Shencottah are now parts of Madras State
consequent upon the reorganization of states in
November ,1950.

¥ DR
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popuiatibn composed of the tea and woffee plantation

| workers. According to ‘popular legend, related in the
ancient Brahmanda Pg;ana, and the later 11terary works
Keralamahatmyam and Keralolpathi all the land extonding

from Gokurnum (modern Goa} to Cape Comorin. lay submerged
by “the sea at-one: time, - Parasurama, ‘the gixth: inuavnation
of Vishnu, reclaimed: the land. from sea by hurlingrhis
parasu (battle-axe) from Gokurnum which was then,?.&.
apparently, the. 1and's ‘end of India.. The axe fell at
what is now Cape ‘Comordin, And, so gees the legEnd, the
sea receded from. uhé ent ire: area traversed. by the ;axe, .
and. in-its place arose lush land, The land thus -
reclaimed forms: the present-day States of Travancora and
cochin “the district of Malabar and parts .of Seuth

Ganara. Thege separate units: form the Malayalam~3p¢aking
region of Yerala.1 Parasurama brought colonies of. Brahmina
from-the north to  inhabit the land, established Sastha.
i temples along ‘the Ghats to gward the couantry, and
1nstituted laws. !1

- Travancore, tegether with Cochin and Malabar, fbrmed
the ancient Chera Kingdom of south India, . The reign of
the Cheraman Perumals (Kings of the Chera line} -continued
until about ‘the tburth or’ fifth century A.D, ‘When' their
power waned, and the country was .divided. into various

B SR

1. With the reorganization of Stateﬂpn linguistic
- ba#is in November, 1956, the Malayalam~speaking
region of Kerala in fact become the Kerala Stata.
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petty kingdoms.. - Some of these were held by descendents of thi
1 Chera Kings. themselves. .The royal house of Travancore
traces descent from the Cheras. . The Pandya and chola
Kings who. wers contemporaries of the Cheras in the regien
east of the Chats, are algo: referred to.as having held
suzeranity over Kerala at various times, , But the early
history of the. country ia shrouded in mystery,legenda and
pseudo-history. Between the tenth and fifteenth centnries
there were 1nternecine wars. between Travancore: and 1ta '
neighbouring Kingdoma, Until the middle of the'eighteanth
century,. Travancors ﬁas only a petty Kingdom 1ying ‘south
of" Trivandrum, the preaent-day capmtal. The great ﬁarrior~
King Martanda Varma (1729-1758) subjugated all the
cheiftalncies-northuofwthe State up to,the‘bordsrvof
Cochin and annexed them to: his territory.: Martandé:Varma'
is, therefore, rightly called the maker of modern -
Travancoreq There was, some further expansion in the :
reign of Rame Varma,. successor-to Martanda Varma, and the
present boundaries of .the State date from the second

half of the eighteenﬁﬁ'century. . It may be of:intéygst to
reébrd that Travancore‘is perhaps the only Statprh‘India
that wag never conqu@red by the British. Howevef;'§han
the rise of Hyer. 13 and ‘Tippoo Sultan in south India in
the latter half of the eighteenth century‘menaced~the .
safety of the State, it entered into alliance uith the
East India Company for protection, and was sinee than
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!under the suzeranity of the Britiah Paramount Power.

| Bulturally and linguiatically T&avaneore ia ono‘
with ibs northern ne:ghbour State of Goch d the '
erstwhile British Indian district of Mal L
j&ﬂther north of Goohin. ‘A1l three regio_
.tho Wosb Coast of India from Kasergode in
Cape Gomorin in the South. Administratively 1ravancore
was, until recently, an autonomous unit within Inq*a o

like other Native States. India's attainment of

independenco in 19&7 nade 1ittle change to its character

‘as -an administrativo entity, but in consequence of tne

general policy of integration of States fbllowed by the

States ministry of the Government of India, Travancoro

and coohin were united to form one Stabe, called the .

Travanoore-cochin State, in 1949, Even this proved to

be only an interim arrangement, beoause,' 1956 _with

the coming 1nto force of the Stazos Roorganization Act

which envisaged the reorganization of States on a“

1inguistic b3818, the Malayalam»Speaking areaa of Travancore-

'Cochin and Malabar wore constituted to form the new

Kerala State, | A
¥ The people of Kerala are predominantly agrioulturiets

by profession, and Hindus by religion. Among Hindus, |

the largesc single group is the Nair with 133 many sub-

' t
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cagstes, The system of matrilocal residence and
matrilineal inheritance among. Nairs have attraeted ‘the
attentlon of soclologzsts and anthropologists *he world
over. It mist be mentzoned however, that matrillny
continues to be fairly widely prevaient only in Malabar
and Cochin, whereas 1n Travancore the system has been
'auite extenszvely replaced by patrilocality and patrilineal
inheritance. Here matriliny continues %0 be. prevalent
onlv in a few ancient Nair houses as webl . as in thc royal

fumily.

'-ﬁf“ I T ?%a ok o® x % _
' This foregoing?%écountﬂof Pravancore t#ihés;ggﬁdithe
geographical faaturéé and history of the State ﬁaé3 '
eonsldcred neeessary in order to gain a proper understanding
of the Muthuvans who form the subject of this monograph.

The name of the tribe is spelt diffepently by difPerPnt
writers, for example Mbodax enmars (Ward and Gonner, 11820},
Mbedoowars (Hamilton, 1865) , Mutuvans {Aiyer,’ 1903, and .

‘ﬂagam Aiya, 1906), Muduvans (Martin, 1905, and Hatch

1933) Muduvar (Thurston 19@9). In most of the 1ater

réferences to the tribe, their name is spelt Mnthuvan
(Krishna Iyer, 1939, and Census Reparts, 1931, 19&1 and
1951). It would appear that this is the correct spelling
of the ‘name of the trzbe. Tn Malayalam and Tamil the
name is written(ﬁ@gruan% amdﬁpgmummrespectively, ard the
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correct English rendering of either is Muthuvan,
Thurston mentions that in Tamil the name of the tribe
is pronounced Muthuvar, Muthuvanal, and that outsiders
sometimes call the triba Thangappanmargal, a title
aometimes uged by 1owbeaste people in addressing their

masters? But one does not hear this term used in 24
referring to Mnthuvans nowadays, As for Muduvar or
Muthnrar, it would seem that these are only the plurals
of Muduvan and Mnthuvan, respectivaly. In Malayalam
and ‘Tamil, the suffix 'ar! in a name otherwise ending
in tan' denotes the plural; for example, Pulayan, Pulayar~
Kuravan, Kuravar; Kadan, Kadar. Muthuvanal is: only a
variation of Mnthuvan So as to denote respect and courbesy,
its literal meaning being, the Muthuvan men, or the
Muthuvan people. '\
Numerically, the Muthuvan is a very small tribe.
Itfhas alreadyjbeen stgted that according to the latest
aféilable Census of the tribe (1941 cenéua), they number
only 1,931, (See Table III, p.13) It is estimated that
the present population of the tribe in Travancore is
approximately 2,#00. ; :
Muthuvan population shows phenomenal variationa

from one decade to another. This may partly be due to

1. Edgar Thurston a tes and Tribes of Southern
- 1India (Madras: The Madras Government ress, 909)

vol. v, p. 86.
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errors in estimation, and partly due to the fact that

large numbers of Muthuvans, as well as other hill=

tribes fall victim to' small-pox and malaria causing,

decraase in populativn in Gertain years. Tatent

mortality is also very high: The Tollowing tabie shows

Muthuvan population ‘in’ Travancore according to thé :

decennial Censuges from 1891. D

TABLE V,

MUTHUVAN POPULATION IN TRAVANCORE, .
’ ' 1891 to 1941 % o

-~

’é—Y’e;r of’ dhv“‘ o

- Censns © ©  “Total ‘Male " Pemale - Yariation
1891 - 1,077 G - s
9901 @08 ‘409 399 =269

- 1911 379 195 184 429
1921 - o 257 122 135 a2z
931 1,301 0 ek 652 T 4,0Mk
9K 1,931 979 952630

..» % TIn the 1951 Census, which in the Census of
Travancore-Cochin and not of Travancore alone,
" the Muthuvans were included, with various.other
tribes, under the category of Scheduled Tribes,
and figures for individual tribes are not

avallable,
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The variationa are too great to be accounted for
by natural causes. Even allowing that the decreases
may. . be due tc epidemzca, it is, difficult to explazn
the phenomenal incraase of more that 500 percent from
1921 o 1931, by natural causea. Outward and inward

™~

movement of pcpulation might be a-plausible explanation,
but thera has been no unusual migration or influx during
this period. One is’ theretore ded to ooncluda that a
major proportion of the variationa is possibly due to
und¢r~estimation. '

' Muthuvans are distributed in small scattered hamlets
of tenito ‘twenty households, in the Bev;ku;ap, Thogupuzha ,
and'mbovattupuzha gggggg of Kéttayam~distriét.v The
Mﬁthuvan .region covers approximately 700 square miiés,
or about one-tenth of the total area of Travancore.‘;ﬂ.‘.
Within this region, the Muthuvan hamlets are widely |
scattered and there. are also other tribes in similarly
scattered hamlets., The Census of India, 1901, mentions
that Muthuvans are found in Mannankantam, Anakulam,
Trikkarnalai and other ‘hilly tracta of ‘Thodupuszha baluk.
This omits the large’ num‘ber of, Muthuvans ih the High ’
Rangea, the Gardamomiﬁ§llg.and‘the Anjanad’va;ley‘in the
eastern parts of Devikulam taluk, Mr.L.AaKrishna‘Iyer's

.

%; N.Subramanya Iyer ”Travancore“ Cengus . o% India,
$901, vol, xxvi ( @rivandrum The Malabar a resas,
1903}, ‘p. 350.
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FIG. 4

" MAP -OF TRAVANCORE
Showing the Distribution of Muthuvans
(Acknowledgement to Mr.L.A.Krishna Iyer)
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ethnogsdphic survey of ‘Travancore, published in' 1939, gives
a mére. degca”iléa 'ac‘:,coufit’cf the distribution of faIviuthdvéns.
According ©o this, Huthuvans are found in Maray’bbiz,
Klliparambu, Runjiyar, Pooyamkutsi, ’l'hama‘ckad
Kuﬁtenpuzha Ana‘culam, Anamudi, r’hmnar, Palllvasal
Devi?mlam, Ghokkanad -Bodimettu and Pocpara.l These are
net :!.ndividna}. hamlets, bub Jocalities: of major
concentrations within sach of ‘which’ there are’ several _
hemlets. Mr;Krishna Iye:.‘* also megt:ton’s‘ that tli’ez’:‘e is a
Muthuvan hemlet in the Brisish Anamalals, and another
in the Zamindari forests of Bodlnaickonur in Madire
district, Mui:huvahé ‘themselves mention that theré are
& few hemlets outside the borders of Travancore, “including
‘one in the Chalakudi Forest Range of Cochin State, but -
it may be obsérved 'that Census Reports, Manuals or
’G‘aée't.aeré of these districts ‘do not mention the -existence
'6? E’L‘*fiu.‘&.IfmnranE; in the'fré'speét;ive’areas.“ This ‘I‘é‘cé*does'
not howe ver, coitradict the existance of Muthuvans.
outai&e Prevencore; ‘it only. shews that there is ne
appreeiable Muthuvan population outaide 'Eravancore, or
that what is. there has not been noticed.

In; this connectim, we may refer again 50 Thurston's

account of the Muthuvans s in ‘which he states that Muduvars
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or Mudugers are a tribe of hill cultivétors in V"
‘Coimbatore, Madura, Malabar and Travancorejkgzg is
necessary to comment on this because Muduvars and
Mudugara are not the same. The Fndnvars ingiﬁing
Muthuvans - are found mainly in Travancore with only
1nsignificant diapersion into the neighbouring districta
of Coimbatore and Madnra, and Cochin State, The
Mudugars, on the other hand are found only in Malabar,
and they are a difrerent tribe altogether, o
A point of great 1mportanee in respect of k

distributidn of the Mnthuvans i1s that there are twn |
district sections of Muthuvans, with significant cleavagea
between the two in respect of traditions, folklore, -
beliefa and weertain culture patterns, The differences
are 1n faet so obvious ‘that it has even been suggested
that the two sections are really two different tribes.
It 13 impossible to subsecribe to this view, because: '
the identity between the two sections in respect of
rituals, kinship structure, rules of inheritance, |
village organization and economy override the differences
in traditions and folklore.

ifﬂuthnvans themseives recognise the existence“gf

two sections among them. While each respects and

1. Edgar Thurston, log. cit.



acknowledges the othgr,as\equals and ‘kinsmen of a
bygone past, their fegional distribution is such-as

to make any effective. social intercourse ‘between the
twp almostAimppssib;p. As it is necessary to refer to
the two sections in, the course of the discussiens, it
will be convenient to use -some-distinguishing thrn fbr
each, The people thamselves have no precise iaent;fying
term for-the two sections, but refer to. each other by
definitions such as: Ythose who came with Kannaki'
'those who went over, to the Chera Rajah'!, or 'those who
became Malayalis', or .again, 'those west of Kallar'

All these descriptive references bear cloge relatzon to
raditions and habitat. The easiest method-is perhaps
to refer to the two" sections as Yeastern Mnthuvans' and

‘western Muthuvans',  The distribution of the twg:’
sections is ronghly as follows: “ e
‘ Eastern.Mnthuxpna' Marayoor, Anamudi Munnar,
) Pallivasal Dovikulam, Chokkanad, Bodimette, Poopara.
(Numbers 1. %& 8 an& 44 in the map on page 49) -
Western Mnthnvans- Kiliparambu, Kunjiyar,f
Pooyamkutty, Thattakkad Kuttenpauzha, Anakulam.
(Numbers 2 to 7 in the map. ) See alse map of Kol Lajam
Piskrick on pageTl.)
The reglon of the eastern Muthuvans is roughly

within the Anjanad valley, the High Ranges and the



93

Cardamom Hills, all o?.which are in the Poopara Forest
Range in Devikulam taluk. The region of the western.
Muthuvans is withinythe'ldiyara and Neriamangalam Forest
Ranges 4in. the Mbovattupuzha and Thodupuzha gg;ggg

In order to understand the differences between the
tuo sections, we. need to go into the traditicns cf the
tribe, ‘Agcording to: Mpthuxan,nradition, they grigggglly
1ived in Madnrafuhen;§”they»m1grated into.the,hiiigﬁé,
trééts of . Travancore’bn agcount. of troubles in»théir oﬁh
ceuﬂtry. There are different versions :of the story of
their migration ‘into- the hills. It is necessary. tq,sort
the stories and. assignxeach to .the section to'whicﬁ;it
beIdngs. The balief -about the reasons for 1eaving
‘Madura is the same among both .sectiony, the difference
‘being in the alleged circumstances of the wxodus, _%i

- Muthuvans ccnnect the cauae of their flight from
Madura with the - story of Kovalan and Kannaki in the
great Tamll epic of “;;ggngggggggg,'whiqh @ateayfrqg
Iaﬁoutkthe second cenpury‘A.ﬁu - It will be superfluous
to-go into the‘whole«spory;ofgKovalan and~Kapnak1;ﬁere,
buﬁlthe last part of it coneerns Muthuvan beliefs:i
According to the- 3tory, Kovalan, a young merchant prince
of Kaveripattinam or Puhar (in modern Tanjore district)

P
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lost all his wealth by consorting with a courtesan

named Madhavi. After several years he repented and
returned to his loyal ‘wife Kannaki, Being 1mpoverished
Kovalan decided to go to the. City of Madura to make a
fresh start in life, - Kannaki followed hinm, When they
reaehed the outskirts of the Clty, a sheperdeas offored
them hospitality in her house, Next day Kovalan proceeded
1nto the City, capital of the renowned Pandyan King
Nadunjeliyan, with one of the anklets of Kannaki with the
intention of selling 1t to raise money. In the market
plaee he saw the palace goldsmith and asked him if he
could estimate the przee of a rare anklet suitable for

a queen. Only a few days ago the goldsmith had stolen
one}bf the anklets of Kopperundevi, the queen ofe;;
Nednnjeliyan. The King accuses the goldsmith of éhé .
theft, but gave him a week's time to prove his innocence
by prodncing the jewel and the thief., When Kovalan
showed Kannaki's anklet to the goldsmith, the labter
thought this was an excellent opportunity to save himself
by putting the blame- on Kovalan., He detained Kovalan

in his house saying that he would get a good offer for
the anklet from the King hinself. He forthwith went to
the King and reported ‘that he found the jewel and the
thief. Later in the: day, the King's cfficars exeeuted

Kovalan on the charge of stealing the queen's anklet.

i,w:'
,
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: Hearing or Kovalan'slexecution,,Kannaki took the
remaining anklet and went to the palace raving that for
| this unjust exeeution the City 9111 be consumed by
flamee. The palace guard reported to the King,’#ere,
a terrible lady resembling some fierce goddesa is }:
uaiting at the gate. She 1e as selfbepnfident as
Korravai the goddesa of Vietory, and as terrible as
~ Kali.) She has with her a prieolese anklet, and her faco
'is stained with tears" Kannaki was then conducted to ;
the King's presence. After revealing her identity; she
proved the 1nnocence of her husband by daahing the anklet
fon the floor. uHer anklat eontained the purest rdbies

iy
t{ :
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whereas the queen'a anklet had pearls inside. . 1
. At that very inatant the Royal Umbrella fell down
and the King's Rod of §ustice became crooked. fThe King

exclaimed in agony. that he 13 anfit te be a reler.
Praying, May this sin end W1th me and not affect the
rnyal lineage” he fell down and died, Seeing thia the
queen also fell dead by his side.

. - Kannaki, mad with grief at. the loss of her hueband
and determined on terrible retrihutien, twiated off her
1eft breast and hurled it over the Gity crying, “If
chaetity can produee fﬁre, then let this city of the
upjust King be purnt te,ashex. May all be burnt except
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the righteous ones and Brahmins, cows, chaste women, old
people and children®, At once Agni, the God of Fire,
aiapeared before Kannakl in the form of a Brahmin, blue
in- hue, with a red t.uft and milk-white teeth, and said,
"I sha}.l carry out your orders”, He then opened his mouth
and the City was enveloped in flames. )

> Kennaki said to herself, "I shall not rest till I
join my lord". She went to the temple of Korravai, the
Goddess of Vietory, and broke her golden banglea in token
of her widowhood. Then she left Madura by the western
gate, exclaiming, "My husband and I entered th:.s C:lty
together by the easbern gate; alas, I am going out alone,
by ‘the western gate" She walked along the ﬂooded banks
of the Vaigai river like one possessed reckless of all
dangers. Finally she reached the hill sacred te Nednvel
and ‘rested in a grove. Some hill folk went to her and
struck by her beauty and dignity asked, "Are you f.ho
-divine Valli, the consort of Vela?" "No", she said "I
Sam ‘the unfortunate one who lost her husband by the unjust
act of the great Pandyan, and set Madura in flames in
m&éa'nger. I am waiting to be taken to heaven by ny
hisband®, When i;én;ceen days had passed, Indra,"-'c‘he lord
" of Heaven, came down to the hill with Kovalan, in a
ciiestial chariot, and took Kannaki to heaven, The King
and people of the coﬁntrﬁr acclaimed her as the Goddess of
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Chastity and built éuten;plein»herf‘honour.‘1

- ‘These are. the.ezsential elements in the story10f
Si;éggadikéram“orfKovalan.and‘Kannaki; ‘Its authorship is
poQégafly ascribed torIlango Adigal;*tﬁéiyoungeerééﬁhar
cf'tﬁe.chera'Emperbr;‘Senguttuvan, who' Iived iﬂ‘ﬁﬁg?'
second century A.D, . ‘16 48 impossible to say whather the
story is wholly a wcrk ‘of imagination, or there’ 13 :ome
elenment of . contemparary or past-history in it, It- is B
probable that at some’ time there was a disastrous- firc in-
Madura. in any case, the Muthuvans believe that: they fled
from Mhdura vhen Kannak1 caused ‘the hurnzng -of ‘the city to
avenge the unjust execution of her husband by the Pandyan
King:- R S RIS
- The common' pointsin the beliefs of the two seetiona
concerning their exodus from Madura, énd here, Thq further
traditions of the two sections in this respect pfoé?éd ﬁd
différent directions, :The western Mnthhvans believe that
Kannaki on hearzng the—news of the unjust execution of
her husband, -agsumed - the form of Bhadrakali, the dreadfnl
Goddess of Destruction, and avenged her husband's death
by eonsigning Madura city to flames., She then proc§eded

WS
sz 40

The story narrated here:is based on Kovalan and Kannaki,
(The story of Silappadikaram Re-told), by
3,8,Panchapakesa Ayyar (Madras. The Ailiance Co.,

19#7, 2nd ed,) ' ‘ ‘ .
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weatiard -until she reached the Melavala Desam (land of
Malayalam~speaking pecple}, dominion of the Chera King,
end-isettled there under the name of Santhiattu Bhagéwati.a,
Seid:e"'ca‘f"the people who 't'ejt;'caped. the fire follwed Kani@ki »
gnd‘settled in the ~_Tra§ancore- forests,: These ﬁeoﬁ:ée are
the‘westex‘n &iu'bhuvané{ -and. hence: thelr name, ”thqaéf, who .
f’ollowed Kannaki®, ‘Tﬁe regior in which they set'.""bléif’
be}.onged to a family oi' petty -Chéiftains called Kodikulom
Karthas, “and. hence they became vassels of the Karthas. To
this -day, the western' ‘Muthuvans -claim to be the ;Sésple of
thef Kodikulom- Yarthas, although the Karthas have leng,
smce ceaaed to be ruling Chieftaine, . The family,’ however,
appezrs to be still axtanﬁ in the village of Kodikulam '
in Thodupuzha taluk,. - : R
—r‘I'he easbern Muthuvans, ; on. the other hand, believe that
t:hay ‘followed a Pandyan. prince into the hills. When
Kannaki cansed Madura to be burned, the younger brother s
of: the Pandyan King: escaped ‘from the City and fled for
safety ‘to the Travancore hills. He was followed by a
band- ef loyal subjects. Kammaki, in the form ol Bhadrakali
puraued tke prince but" the latter evaded her and- eventually
reached the hills, ‘XKannaki geve up the pursuit and -
settled in Malayala Desam {the land of Malayalam or the

Malayala:n-—speaking regiony ‘as a goddesa whom the. westem
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Muthuvans called Santhiattu Bhagawati, and the eastern
Muthuvans called Malayalathu Bhagawal because of her
agsociation with the Malayalamespeaking region, ‘

The Pandyan pr;nce and his fellowers lived an o
unsebtled wandering life for some time. He then purchased
all the land south of Pachamalai(?ollaehi), north of
Poonjgr, west of the Ghats, and east of Kallar, from the
CheraiKing. He settled his people in the newlybacquired
territory and assigned various titles, authorities and
duties to the notable men in the group for the’ govéfhancé
of the settlaments and the settling of disputes among the
people. He first reigned for a period of fourteen years
at a place which, in commemoration of a miraculous event,
came’ to be called Mustukkad. The miracle is that when the
| King sowed paddy, the crop yielded was Muttu(pearls) instead
of paddy. Hence the plaee was called Mattukkad (forest of
pearls). There is a similar legend attributed by-Mnthumans
to a place called Sokkanad (land of gold) where the King
aowed:paddy and harvested Sokkam(gold). The King 1a§9r
moved?southnuess throngp Vellamtharu (present Vellathééval),

Pandyénpara (present Vahdiperiyar), Vengaloor and K;&iyanoor,
until he reached Poonayattu (Poonjar) where he built his
palacé and fortresa, He reigned there for amother féﬁ%teen

years at the end of which he crowned his sister's son as
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his successor, .and went over to Marayoor to lead a life
of devotion and penance. ‘He built a temple there whiich
the Muthuvans call Thinnanchepm Kovil and event;ually
became the delty of the temple, 'The people ‘'who followed
the- Pandyan prince; and settled in the hilla east of
Kallar, are the. eastern Nuthuvana. They eall themsc_alves
the people of Poonayattu ‘Perumal , ' whereas' the weéﬁeﬁf‘
Nuthuvans are the- peo;)lo of Kodikulom Karthas,l -
- There 1s a legend regarding the name. Muthuvan. *
Muthuvans believe thatthey were originally Vellalas,
agricultural Tamil caste. - Whén they 'left Madura, thay
carried on their mthuvy (back) the idol of Goddess.
Meenakshi and hence they are called ‘Mathuvan - he: who L
carries things on his back., . Some: Muthuvans say that “they
are called so because during their exodus from- I«?adura
they -carried their children and belongings on ‘their back.
. We have so far béen dealing with Muthuvan beliefs '
regarding their early -history. As these are legendary "
with 1little or no verifiable-detail, it is not easy o
determine the time when the:Muthuvans settled in Travancors.
There. can be little doubt that they. originally belonged -
to the Tamil plains. e&%ﬁ:; of ‘the Ghats. The question’as -

to when they came tfo:Travancczje* can only be answersd with

1 See ﬂ}?})aud:x 1
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: gucsseé andv séeculatiéna. . Muthuvans themselves ai-e
unable to. give any .clue in the matter, If one’ were to
bel:leve the story of. the burning of Madura by Kannaki and
the eonsequent exodus of Muthuvans to Iravancore,. they
nmst have settled in the ‘hills in the first or second
century A,D,, for, the story is set in this period. But;
this eonfliets with the tradition regarding the Pandyan
prinee who founded the Poonjar principality whieh :15 the
moat; :!.mport;ant and perhaps the only clue in determining
w:lth some historical ev:ldence tho time of the coming of
the Muthuyana to .Travar;qqre. The Poonjar principality
wag founded over a-thousand years after.the time wh:en the
éveﬁts of Silagg‘ adikaram are sﬁpposed t6 have tak:;i\‘ place.

There :ls also the view held that the Muthuvans
probably came into the Travancore hills at the time when
the Telugu ﬂaiekem took possession of . Bodina:lckenur in
the fourteenth century, or that they. were driven to the
hills by the Muhammadan. invadors in the latter half of
the eighteenth century.. On this point Thuraton writes.

'Madurgh ga?gﬁ?ﬁﬁtﬁetgﬁun’esggdtlﬁ; Zﬁ;dgg i’ggmr
- Bi3as anvered the Soush, o mere probably when
g oo b oty e

suggested that the Muduvans were driven to the
hills by the Muhazmnadan invaders in the 1a't.ter
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rart of the eighteenth century. Judging from
the two distinect types of countenance, their
. language and their curioms mixture of’ customs, -
I hazard the conjecture that when they arr&ved
4n’ the-hills they found a-small tribe in -
-possesgion with whom they subsequently intermarried
' this tribe having affinities with the West- Goast,
-while the new-arrivals were connected with the
ceast.l’ o ;
" The, conjectures about the. arrzval of the Mﬁzhuvana
rcould be: mul*iplied almoat indafinitely. The history of
south India for about aeventeen eanturieg fran the
;bebinniug of the Ghristian era was charaetariaad by wars
and the rise and. fall Qf varioua dynastiaa such as the
~»Gheras, Pandyas and Gholas, and ef milibary adventurers
1ike the Muhammadan generals from Qelhi and tha Telugu
.Yaickers. One mipht well say’ that the muthnvans, ‘as well
as other non-indigeneus tribes ‘of Travnncore 1ike the
Nannaﬁs, Uralis. and Paliyans, might have been’ displaeed
~~fram their original home in the Temil country at aay time
during this long period of internal troubles, foreign
iavaaions and changing fortunaa of rulers. However, the
-tradltional belief of the eastern Utzhuvans that Lhey
- came with the Pandyan prince who fbunded the Poonjar
principality in Travancore ‘helps us to be. more specific '
about the time of arrival of atleast that section of '

Mnthuvans. The fey)agd gragmennary refarences,ahout»the

1. Edgar Thurston, op., cit., p. 87, et seq
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Poonjar‘princiﬁality.that one could glean from history
may therefore be adduced. The Poonjar Chieftains, or
the Poonayabtu Perumals, as they are generally callud,
are e family of landvowners in north Travancore. They
are- of Tamil origin and are descendants of the ancient
Pandya dynasty of‘Madura. Until the middle of the ifq
eighteenﬁh ecentury when King Marthanda Vhrma of Travéncore
‘annexed the northern prineipalities and petty kingdoms
to his own teeritory, the Poonjar family ruled over the
extensive hill traets of Peermade and Devikulam, and :
parts of the Thodupuzha taluk., They were soveraign rulers
with’ the title of Rajah which continues to this day in
the family. Not many years ago, the Iravancore roygl
house entered into mﬁﬁital alliance with the Poonja£13
house when Princess Ké%thika Thirunal, first Princesi;of
Travancore, was married to Col.Codavarma Raja, a prince
of the Poonjar house, e

As regards the founding of the Poonjar principality,
only'brief referoncesfara available in historieal ggcounts.
Writing of the extensive hill tracts of northern Travancore,
Emily Hatch says: * "

B, A R e

Changanacherry) Raja. ' They were known as the

Poonjar lands or principality, so the descendant
of the Pandyas took the name of Raja of Poonjar.
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No date is given, but the transé?ion wéé probably
in A.D,1190. When the Raja of Travancore
conquered the Raja of Tekkenkur in A.D.1756, he
automatically assumed authority over the Poonjar
principality which was reduced to a Zemindari
with large tracts of jungle land, valuable
because of the hill produce and the demand for
land by European planters. 1 RPN
The date given viz., A.D.1190, as the probable date
of the transaction, is important. Shungeonny Menon, the
historian of Travancore in the last century, also mentions
a date very close t6 this as the date of the founding of
the Poonjar principality. But according to him;?the Poonjar
Rajah appears to have obtained his territories as a gift
from King Adithya Varmehof Travancore, and not from the
Tekkenkur Rajah, in"the same manner as the Panthalam Rajahs,
another- princely family of Madura who emigrated to
Travancore in the tenth century A.D. obtained lahds as
gifts from the then rulers of the country. Menon writes:
In like manner, the present Poonjar Rajah,
who was a close relation of the Pandyan. dynasty
emigrated to Travancore, and the hill territories
of Poonjar were assigneé as the residence of his

family, during the reign of king Adithya Varmah
of Travancore in 364 M.E,(1189 A.D.) 2.

P

4, ~Bmily Hatch, Travancore (Madras: Oxford University
Press, 19335, P. 123, et seq

2. P.Shungoonny Menon, A History of Travancore
(Madras: Higginbotham & Co. 1878), P. 92. .
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A more detalled account of the Poonjar Rajahs is
given by Nagam Aiya,”

The Poonjar Chief belongs, it is said, to
an ancient off-shoot of the Pandyan dynasty of
Kings that left Madura, their cagital, and sought
refuge in the fastnesses of the Western Ghauts,
about five or six centwries ago. The tract of
land called Poonjar was purchaged by them from
‘the ‘then holder, the Rajah of Thekkumkur,.,
According to a petition submitted by the Valia
Rajah of Poonjar in October 1897 to His Excellency
the Governor, one of his ancesbors, it would
appear,  fled from Madura, underwent a series of
trials and tribulations in the then inaccessible
regions of the West Coast, having been driven
from place to place without a hospitable shelter,
"The condition of such a life told on him and on
many members of his family, who one by one
succumbed to discase and death till at last one
descendant managed to discover their present
land Pocnjar and settled down there., The law of
succession also changed with the change in the
fortunes of the family, incidental to a life in
the midst of the Marumakkathayam population of the
Malabar Coast. On the annexation of the territories
of Thekkumkur and Vadakkumkur to Travancore, the
Poonjar Rajah, who had rendered valuable services
to the Travancore Maharajah in hls conquest, came
%o be considered as a subject ally of the Maharajah.

No exact date of the founding of the principalityris
given here,'gndteve@-the'approximate date_givenwdoes not
correspond to the détes given by the two previous authors.
Nevertheless, from all these, the following facts are clear:

Firstly, the PSénja: Chieftains originally ﬁéionged

to Madura and they are either direct or collateral

1. V.Nagam A:lya, OP« Cito, vol. iii, Po 402 -
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descendants of the Pandyan Kings. It is worth mentioning
here that up to the present day, official documenta of
the family begin with tne vwords, Madura Meenakshm Sahaz
(by the Grace of‘%adura Meenakshi). Meenakshi isﬁyhs
deity of the famous temple at Madura. 1In tha,yiliége of
Poonjar, . which is the seat of the family of thdt‘ﬁame,
there is alsa a temple dedicated to MEenakshi wzth a
pancha loha gratzmd (flveumatal idol) of the deity in it.

Secondly, the family was dlsplaced from native Madura,
and sought refuge in.the Travancore hills, due to 1nternal
dissensions or forazgp~aggresszon, ‘They led a wanderzng,
‘ungettled 1ife for some time before they obtained vast hill
tracts in Travancofé,rwither as pu;chased propexty,or‘as
generous gifts from the hospiﬁable Téavancore‘rulers,‘and
established themselves on secure footing with Poonjar as
capital and seat of: the family.

‘Thirdly, vhey adopted marwmakkathayam (rule of
matrilineal suceession) which was the prevailing law of
suécession in their host country. It is said’théﬁ the
Pandyan pringe of the Pirst emigrant generation died
without a male issue, and was ‘succeeded by his sister's
son, Thenceforth, matrilineal succession becameithe rule
in the family. o

Fourthly, the principality was founded in the
hirteenth century A.D, or some time thereabout.: It i

would seem from Nagam Aiya's account that it was one of
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the descendants of the original emiérant prince who

founded the principality. If this is so, it is probable
that some considerable period of time elapsed before the
family established itself finally at PQpnﬁar after the
first emigféht generation entered Travancore at the close
of the twelfth century,s.o.

The beliefs of the eastern Muthuvans concerning their
royal masters, the Poonayattu Perumals, are essentially

the same as those noted above, except that they are unable
to give any date. Assuming that they came into the hills
with the Pandyas, it may be sald that the eastern Muthuvans
settled in the Travancofe hills at the end-of the twelfth
century or early in the thirteenth,

The western Muthuvans came presumably earlier than
this, This is only a vague hypothesis derived from the
‘facts that they live at lower elevations further in;and
from the Ghats, and that they are said to be the people

who went over to the Cheras. The Chera supremacy in
Travancore preceded the Pandyas. There is also a traditipn
that Cheran, Pandyan and Cholan were brothers, Cheran f.-;*
being the eldest; but this can be no more than a euphuﬁ&st}c
manner of expression of the chronological sequence of the
ascent of the three dynastics. One may venture to suggeéﬁxl

that when the western Muthuvans are referred to as 'thOSQ<3
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who went over to the Cheran!, it probably indicates that
they were the earlier arfivalg.

It is possible that in course of time small numbers
of emigrants from the Tamil country joined the original
settlers, Indeed, Muthuvans themselves say that there
were subsequent emigrations from Madura country to‘%he.
Travancore hills, The history of Madura between the
fonrteenth and sixteenth centuries was particularly turbulent
with repeated invasions and sudden, violent changes in
the fortunes of its rulers. JImportant among such upheavals
were the Muhammadan invasian of 1310-120 under Malik Kafur,
and the overthrow of the Muhammadans by the Vijayanagar
Kings in 1372. These and other distumbances in the country

ha& forced people into the comparabive safety of ppe

%ooded hille of the Ghats. This is a possible explanation
f the presence of several hill tribes in Travancore who

originally belonged to the Tamil country east of the Ghats.




