CHAPTER II
. HABITAT AND ECONOMY

,,,,,

One often hears the layman remark in talking about
Muthuvans, that they are an unsteady people who, out of
sheer lack of fore81ght neglect the avenues to prosperity,
a higher standard of living, and ] settled mode of
cultivation, by shiftlng from one 31te to another year
{ after year, Whlle the bare facts of the statement such
as that Muthuvans are shifting cultivators practising
| the slash-and~burn mode of cultlvation, are morekoé less
true, a closer analysis of their habitat, econqmy and
sécial organization will reveal the reéson why'Shifting
cultivation persists among them despite the apparent
gadvantages of a settled mode of life. And what is perhaps
more important, it will also show that certain phenomenal
{and far-reaching, if gradual, changes have taken,place in
{Mnthuvan economy in the last few decades - decades which
are characterised by the rapid expansion of tea and
cardamom cultivation in the Muthuvan region. By far the
m@st important of ﬁﬂese changes is that the Muthuvan
séttlement is tendigg to become smaller in size, on the

one hand, and relatively permanent, on the other, The
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traditional Muthuvan hamlet is a mobile unit consisting
of fifteen to twenty households. But as a result of
general econommc and demographlc changes brought about
principally by the expanding plantation 1ndustr1es, g new
tendency towards relative: permanency and smaller- 3ize rof
settlements is perceptﬂzgﬁ 1n Muthuvan economy and. social .
organizatlon. mhat this’ tendency is closely’ linked with -
general changes in the thhuvan region is clear: from the
fagét that the degree of permanency of settlement bears a
direct relation %o the physical proximity of a given
harilet to areas of geperal change. In other wordv, it 1is
seen:thap a hanlet tha§‘is situdted nearer to an area of
concentrated economic changes tends to be more permanent,
or move, if at all, within a shorter spatial range, than
one which is situated farther from such an area. In this
chapter an atempt will be made %o deseribe and illustrate
tnis . phenomenon, 'but before dozng that it would-be: well to
give a general deseription: of the physical features, climate
fiora and fauna of the Muthuvan region:

HMuthuvans occupy the regions of decilduous and.
evergreen forests -in the north-west part of the higﬁlands
of Travancore. The total extent of the area within which

the Muthuvan settlements are sgituated is approximatgly



71
FIG-5

Map Or Kottayam District Shomwe Distribution OF Muthuvans,

Sc«.le 1" = 11 miles
Maav\ Koadl [ Wuvrxxr
R-IVeiF O tfuvaifyujha-

Tv-ii-de. ficrs 13urElU.lowF 3 IoL'L'ajfco
'Pw/.D. Gx.mf3*hed

Re-S(r Hcruse.

P-ST Op-fice.

|z aster-k. IH A tvaavo D

Weite-~"K. fHuXAuva.~5

OOVDa*



2

1780 square miles. About one~third of this region is
?under teé, cardamom and rice cultivation. Chief among
;these is tea which has been an organiséd agricultural
jiiﬁdustry on the estate system since the sixtieé of the
:ilast century, There are over forty tea estates, mostly
%belonging to European companies, in this region. In the
' tta plantation areas the forest has been cleared.and one
sees only vast stretches of hills and dales covered with
‘ithe tea bush, The rapid development of this area, called
1'the High Range, as a tea planting district has enabled
‘allied indnstries and commercial enterprises to progresa.

In the centre of the High Range, at the confluence of three

ésmall rivers Kundala, Kanni and Nallatanni, the town of
}Mﬁnnar has grown, This is the most important town in all
fthe highland regidén of Travancore, and 1ls the head-
iquarters of the largest plantation company in the State,
lthe Kannan Devan Hill Produce Company. A;thaugh not very
élarge in size and population, Munnar is a beautiful town
\with modern amenities. It has schools, churches, fine
§ahops and market, cinemss, clubg, transport and communicatio
’facilities, and a _well-wquipped, large, modern h08p1ta1
libelonging to the Kannan Devan Gompany. About five miles
ieast of Munnar is the smaller town of Devikulam which,
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being the head-quarters of the taluk (revemue sub-
division) of that name, houses the Government offices,
Until a few years ago, Devikulam was the head-quarters
of 2 revenue divisioh under European.Commissioners. The
extensive plantation region once belonged to the Poonjar
,Ghieftains, from whom the European planters acquired the
1and on a ninety-n1ne year lease in about 1860.

Cardamomn cultzvation does not require the clearing
)of'the forest. The plant grows in the shade of trees. The
High Range, being fully occupied by tea gardens, &o not

offer much scope for cardamom cultivation. The chief

cardamom cultivating area is the region south of bhe High
ERange which, for this reason, is called the Cardamom Hills.
~" Rice and other food crops have always been eultivated
in:the highlands by the hill tribes. This was, and still
is, by the method of shifting cultivation, and occupied
only small patches of hill slopes here and there.‘ ‘At the

'{
present time, however, as a result of increasing pressure

on land in the midlands and lowlands, people from these
regions have begun to colonise in forest elearings.
Donsiderable tracts of forest have been clearaed for food

erop cultivation.

These facts were mentioned to indicate that even for

the hill tribes who once looked upon the entire forest
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region as their .own, with only the wild animals as

likely contesténts, lapdnis.beqoming scarcer, KThis is

not &s yet an acutely felt problem, but there is no

doubt that before long the hill tribes will findlﬁhemselves

more and more restricted in their movements as'éiresult

of the éxpansion of "agricultural industries, and colonisation,
Muthuvans are not the only hill %ribe in thié part

| of the highlands; At the western and north—eaeterﬁ ends

of the Muthuvan region are the lMalankudi of Vizhaﬁan, and

the Malapulayan, rgspéctively. - The map of Travsncore on

page 14 shows the distributién of tribes, Each tribe

keeps to its own region, by comuon understanding,

| - The Muthuvan region lies at elevations rq@ging from
.aéout 3,000 to neérly'9,000 feet above sea level; but
there .are no settlements aw the highest altitudgq. Most
‘of the'settlements are within altitudes:of 3,00§{and 6,500
feet, but there are a few on the western slopes at lower
'altitudes, The high mountain range lies on the eastern
borders of the Staté, with a steady rise f{rom 5ouéh to
north and west to east, so that the highest eclevations are
!reached in the north-eastern region. The highesp peak of
{811 in the Western Ghats, the Anamudy (8,840 feet), which

is also the highest peak in India south of the Himalayas,

a3
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1ies in this region, Around Anamudy there are several
peaks of lower altitudes, such as Eravimala (7,780 feet),
Kattumala (7,800 feet), Chenthavara (7,66l fest), Karinkulan
(7,500 feet), and Devimala (7,200 feet). .All these peaks
togéﬁher make 2 horse-shoe formation with the openiég
faciﬁg towards the north-east, The plateau within ﬁﬁis
formation, with the town of Mumnar in the centre is what

is géown as the High ﬁange. As one proceeds westwgrd from
the‘ﬁigh Range, the land slopes, gradually at firéf,ﬁand
almost precipitously further on, until one comes to -
Neriéﬁangalam where the Ghat section ends, and the midlands
begiﬁ. Similarly, proéed&ing southward from the Hiéh Range,
the Ghat sectlon shows decreasing elevation until 1t
touches the Indian Ocean, near Cape Comorin. Lyxng
immediately south of the High Range are the Cardamon Hills
whicﬁ\is an area of major concentration of Muthuvan
settlements. .

The vegetation changes with changing altitude.ﬁfThe
enﬁire region, with the exception of clarings for tea
estates and colonisation, is thickly wooded, with dgciduous
forests at the higher places, and wild, evergreen forgsts
at the lower elevations, It presents a fine example of
the tropical forest at its thickest and wildest. Herds of

Wlld elephants, the Indian bison, sambur, deer, and the
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wild goat or ibex, the bear and the wild boar, tiger and
the black leopard or pﬁeetah, theleheﬁnai or Indian wild
dog, 'and several varigﬁies'of‘monkeyé’énd birds are fgirly
aﬁupaahi in the fores'ééf ‘Few places in India, or indeed
in the whole of Asia;iéén equal the Travancore highlands
in its picturesque béé@ﬁ&, and the richness of its flora
and fauna. The follow{ﬁg des¢ription of a"Jﬁngie trekt
from Devikulam in’thefﬁigh ﬁange, to Kumili in the Peermade
Hills which lie about widway from north to south in the
highland region, is wé%i worth quotings ’

The way follows an old elephant path from
Devikulam, a village near Mumnar, southwards
through the Cardamom Hills, to Kumili, the
frontier station in Travancore in the Peermade
Hills. Nothing could be more perfect than this
trek, Some of the most inspiring scenery one
could ask for is here, The wild flowers, many
of which have never yet been names are marvellous
eeeessssse Yot civilization has threatened to
enter here. . If an when motor. cars travel along
this path, all will be changed. No more wil¥d.
tribes of monkeys leap from tree to tree and
chatter noisily to those who walk below as they
follow them through the sholas, No more will
the black bear huddle himself on the pathway
looking for all the world like a black rock
until he rises to grasp his unsuspecting prey.
No more will “the elephant make tobbogan slides
into the river. One would regret these changes
and be thankful only that the leeches had to
seek new places.

The trek; sixty-five miles throu%Q the
Cardamom Hills, is marked throughout -bj..evidence
of animals. ~Tracks of bison, sambar, Jjungle
sheep, bears, tigers and elephants, may be seen
fresh every morning. The hills are a‘veritable

. happy hunting ground for the man who is keen on
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. hunting. Tales amusing and pathetic are told
. by the tribesmen about the animals who share
the forests with them, .
. The highland region of Travancore, comprising

16,5 per eent (3,566 square miles) of the area of the

.| State, i1s one of the chief sources of revenue for the

State, through forest produces such as timber, spices,
medicinal herbs, bamboo, honey and wax, dammer, ivory ete.

The forests abound in gome of the finest varieties of

| timber such as the teak (Tectona grandis), Malabar blackwoo

or rosewood {Dalbergia latifolia), ebony (Diosphyros

agsimilis), Anjili (Artocarpus hirsuta), jackwood{Atrocarpu

| integrifolia), Chambagam (Hobea parviflora), Venga
{ {Pterocarpus marsupium), Thembavu (Terminalia tomentosa),

white cedar (Dysoxylum malabaricum), red cedar (Cedrela
toona), and Ventek (Lagerstroemia mierocarpa).

Besldes the timbef’trses there are also several trees

yiéiding gums, resins and dyes, The venga tree (Eterocarpu
marsupium) yields the gum kino or 'dragon's blood', The
gum is collected by incisions in the bark. There are two
varieties of the incense dammer obtained from trees in the
Trg%ancore forests: the white dammer, product of tﬁe Payin
tree (Vateria indica), and the black dammer, the‘ﬁ}oduct

of Thellimaram (Canarium gtrictum). From the first of

thé%e, vegetable fallow for candles is also obtained. The

1. Emily Hateh, op. git., p. 149 &t seq N
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Ailanthug malabarica, found in the evergreen forests of
north Travancore, yields a resinous juice called muttippal
which is burned as incense, and has also medicimal uses,

The Butea superba, as well as its allied species Butea

frondosa, yield the East India kino from tissues. in the
bark, The gum dissolves in water and contains a large
proportion of tannin useful in the leather tanning industry.

The Kattucheru (Holigana arﬂottiana) is one of the trees

yielding the black lacquer varnish.

The bamboo, of which there are three main varieties,
in Travancorepforests, 1s a tree of manifold uses. To
the hill tribes who use it to make halr pins and build
homes, it is indispensible. The bamboo shoots and vender
leaves form a major item of food for the elephant and
the deer. The three varieties of bamboo in the Travancore
forests are: the kal mulah or male bamboo (Dendrocalamus
gtrictus) which has a thick, hardy stem growing to a
height of thirty to fifty feet, and ig an excellent
natural ladder; the arambu or thornless baﬁhoo(O;xtenanthera
bourdilloni), which has a straight, hollow stem, reaching
up to thirty feet; and the eeta (_gg;ggggg_ggggggggg;gg)
which is a small variety, and is used for meking baskets,
mats, and many other houschold articles, T

'The important spices are: cardamon (Elettaria
eardamomum) , bkack pepper {Piper nigrum), ginger(&g;_b_gg
officinale), and turmeric (Circuma longa):
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A lgrge variety of medicinal herbs and trees such as
anjiram (Strychnos nux-vomica) Odallam (Gerebe;a odg;lum)

Vett11a Kastg;i (Abelmoschus moschatus), lemon grass
(Androgogon schaenantgus) karuva (Cinnamomum zeylanicum),

Kasturi anjal (Curcuma aromatica), Kadukal (Terminalia
chebula) Thetti (Ixora goceinea) and Karumthumba (Anisomele

malabarica) grow in the forest, These and other minor
forest produces are collected by the hill tribes on behalf
of the government or Q§ntractors.‘

Moét important among the animal products of. the
forest is ivory, or the elephant tusk, The teeth, nails
and bones of dead elephants are also valued as raw materials
for var;ous indigenous handicrafts for which Travangvore

is reputed, For the collection and delivery of all minor
forest produces like ivory, honey and wax, dammer, spices
gnd mediéinal herbs, tﬁe government used to depend on the
hill ﬁribes. But later on a system of auctioning of r;ghts

to collect minor forest produces was' introduced, Fach

yvear the right of collection is auctioned. As early as

[he first decade of the last century, this systenm appeara
to have been in vogue, Francis Buchanan, in his account

hf Mysore, Canara and Malabar, mentions %he»"drug»renters"}

The drug-renters themselves, in their turn, depended on

1. Francis Buchanan, lMysore canara and Malaba
(London: Cadell and Eavies, 18077, vol. ii, p.33h4.
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the hill tribes for collection of the produces. This
practiégvgénténues to this day.: Whéra rights of collection
are not auctioned, the hill tribes are expected to collect
the produées and deliﬁer;them directly to officials of
the Forest Department. |

Wlld life in she forest is abundant and varied,
including several species of edible animzls. The Indian
elephant (Elephas maximug) is the most important wild

animal in the Travancore forests. Foraging in the jungles
in herds of five to fifteen or more, the elephant is a
serious menace to the‘hill'tribes wnese food érops it eats.
Another formidable beast of the forests, next only to the
elephant in size, and much more abundant than the latter,
is the Indian bison {Bos geurus). This animal also feeds
on the food crops of the tribal peoples, but being neither
as persistent nor as fearless as the elephant, the bison

is not quite as troublesom. There are four gpecies of

deer in the highlands, which are, the sambur: (Cervus
unigoler), which is as large as an ox,: and is dark brown
in colour, the spotted deer (Cervas axig); vhe rib-faced
or Barking deer {Cervulus muntjac) and & small creature
about the size of a hare, called the Mouse daer
(Tragulus memiunaj. The Nilgiri wild goat or lbex
{Hemitragus byloerius), the wild boar (Sus christatus),
the sloth beer (Melur#is urshnus), the chennai or wild




dog, and smeller animals like the porcupine (Hystrix
leucura), and rodents like the hare and bandicoot are
plentiful., Among monkeys, there are two types that are
seen in large numbers: the white monkey {(Macaca radiata), .
and the blapkimd@ﬁ#y\or Wilgiri lagur (Kasi johnii); the
flesh of the latter is prized for itssupposed medicinal

properties, Two of the largest animals of the feline
famil&, namely, the tiger, and the black leopard or cheetah,
are also found,

The c¢limate in the higher alvitudes of the Ghats is
temperate, with temperatures ranging from about 35°F in
winter to about SO?F in summer, During the cold weather,
frost nightly nips the vegetation, and in exceptionally
cold winters, the thermometer has been known to fall below
20©F, Rainfall is generally heavy throughout the region,
but there is considerable variation between different
stations. The highest rainfall is at the foot of the Ghat
section; December and January are the driest and coldest
months, and June to September are months of heaviest
rainfall, with July as the pgak‘month. The following
Table: showsaverage rainfall in inches during each month
in four selected stations in the Muthuvan region., The
stations sélected are HMarayoor, Mnnnar,‘Santhanpara and

Neriamangalam, which are shown in the map below. It may
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be noted that the stations selected are so situated as
to givé a fair repressﬁtation of rainfall at various

points in ‘the Muthuvan region.
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The above Table would seem to show that no month of
the year is completely dry. That is because the figures
| represent the averages over a considerable number of years.

Exeeptional rainfall in certaih years during months which

are normally dry, gives such a picture. In a normal year,

the seasons are more or less as below:

February to May the hot season

*e

June and July ¢ south=west monsoon

Augusﬁ and September: 1light showers

October and November: north-east monsoon

December and January: the cold season
Just before commencement of the south-west monsoon,
. strong winds from the sea sweep across the Ghats incessantly
for several days. In certain years when the winds are
particularly strong, they cause considerable damage to
vegetation and houses,

One point to note is that there is much irregularity
of seasons in Travancore, especially in the highlands.
Sometimes there is far more rain than is good for the
crops. It is a matter of vital concern for agriculturists
to have rains at the right time and in the right quantity.

Crop failure due to vagaries of the seasons affect the

food supply of Muthuvans and other hill tribes whose



|
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mainstay is agriculture. 'We shall see in a later chapter
gthat when the monsoon fails to come abt the right time, the
iMhﬁhuVaﬂs perform propitiatory sacrifices to deities,
gattfibﬁping failure of rains to divine‘discontenp;

g Muthuvans subsist mainly by agriculture; the chief
ifood crops being ragi. (Eleusine coracana) and rice

,(_gxgg sativa), in vhat order of importance among the
Tamil-speaking eastern Muthuvans, and in the reverse order
of importgnce among the Malayalam-speaking western Muthuvans.
zThe order of importance of the two main food crops is not
*entirely without soclological significance. Ragi is an
'important fbod crop, along with rice, jowar and millets,
'for the Tamilian peasantry in the dry, arid plains east

fof the Western Ghats, Climatic¢ and soil conditions also
gfavour the cultivation of ragi in this region, for the
:plant grows well in dry, loose soil, and needs only
isParse watering. The eastern Muthuvans keep in close
;social contacts with the Tamilian peasant population of"
;the border country, and have continued to retain the
3traditlon of ragi cultivation. Of late, however, rice |

cultivation is on the increase as settlements tend to

become relatively permanent.’
The western Muthuvans, on the other hand, being in.

closer contact with Malayalis whose staple diet is rj
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cultivate more of_rige than ragi. Besides this cultural-
explanation of dietetic preferences, it may also be added
that the western slopé of the Ghats being a region of
heavier rainfall than the eastern mountainous region, is
mére sulted for rice cultivation.

Apart from rice and ragi plots, all Muthuvans
generally have small patches of forest cleéfings adjacent
to the main plots, fbr‘cultiyating gurry vegetables like
amaranthus, brinjals, cucumber; melons ete, Millet and
other éereals are also grown on a small scale to supplement
the food supply. Amaranthus is of parﬁicular interest
because the Muthuvans cultivate it malnly for its seeds
ard only secondarily for its value as a green léafy .
vegetable, The amaranthus stalks are cut when the seeds
are ripe. The seeds are dried and cleaned, and stored in
earthernware pots or fruit shells or bamboo confainers,
to be used on special écgasions or to entertain honoured
guests, Puffed amaranthus seeds,,mixed with hoﬁey, is
a great Muthuvan delicacy. | o

‘The method of cultivation followed by Muthuvans-
offers a typiecal 1llustration of the pfactice of éhiftipg
cultivation, Shifting cultivation genefally enjoins the
practice of annual shifting of setﬁlemgnts too. This is

a matter of great importance in Muthuvan social life and
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1 village structure, and will be dealt with in the chapeter
on Kudt {village} orgenization.

- Shifting: cultivation ié the popular and customary
nethod followad by Muthuvan, and indeed by all agricultural
or seml~agricultural hill tribes of Travancore, for
ralsing crops. 7he chief considerations in selfcting a

site are::(x) the lay of the land; a rugged and undulating
E gection of the forest is disearded in preference to a flat
and even site, or the slope of a hill. ({2} The nature of
| ‘trees and,undargrdéhﬁzin~the area ;s‘important,'becauée,
in the first place, the presence of toc many large trees
' 13 an obstruction to agriculture and, secondly, it is
: prohibited %o cut the 'royal' trees like teak, sandalwood
ete. While %oo wany large trees is a disadvantage, an
abundance of smeller trees, shrubs, and undergrowth is
an advantage because these, when cut and fired, form an
excellent fertiliser. {3} A third factor of~importan;e (
in the selection of a site for cultivation is the
availability of running water nearby. The highland is
1iberally interspersed with a large number of rivulets
and gtreans which form the only souréé of water supply

to the hill tribes and their cattle and crops. The hill
. tribes do nobt have artificial irrigation; they adopt the
easier method of gelecting for cultivation such sites as
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are already naturally irrigated by rumning water.

(4) Lastly, the choice of site is goverhed by the
availabiliiy of a suitable hamlet site not far from the
cultivation site, affording easy acceésibility to thse
crops. . | .

These are only the practical, commonsense considerations
in the choice of site, There is yet another important
factor of an. entirely different nature. This pertains to
thé arul (divine revelation) that the poojari (religious
functionary) of the hamlet gets from the deities in his

state of spirit=possession during the annual religious
rituals preceding the shifting of hamlet, It is believed
that the appropriate deity will speak through the medium
of‘the poojari regarding the best cultivation site for the
next year, |

With due deference %o practical considerations and
oracular guidance, the final chaive of cultivation site’
is made by the headman of eaéhfaamlet. It is also the
duty and prerogative of the headman to lead the people
of his hamlet to the selected sitg.and perform the ritual
tree-cutting. On an auspicious day determined by oracle
or divination, the headman leads the boys and men of the
hamlet in a formal procession to the ehosén site to

commence clearing operations. Th&s takes place in the
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Tamil month of Thai (January-February). The appropriate
.deities are propitiated befbfe‘cutﬁing the treés, as
otherwise the spirité of the jungle are offended.

After the ritual tree-cutting by the headman, all the
male members of the hamlet join in fcrest-clearing. The
smaller trees and under-growth, and the overhanging branches
of large trees, are cut and left to. dry. Either before or
after jungle-clearing, the headman roughly apportions the
entire site among the households in the hamlet, Each
household is taken as a unit and the allotment of land
depends more or less on the number of mouths to feed.,
Normally, a man with five dependents is glven more land
than one who has only three; however, if the former has
no adult sons or relations to work for him, a large plot
will be unmanageable for him, Therefore, although the
headman fbrmally allots land for each household in the
hamlet, an individual household may cultivate more than
the alloted piece, or less, depending on its man-power.
Relatively speaking, the only limit to the extent of land
a family may cultivate, is its own needs and resoutces.

The cut trees and branches when dried are fired, and
the first rainfall following this washes the potash and
other chemical elements into the soil. Later, the ground

is cleared of unburnt branches, stones and other



‘obstructions, and ‘the soil loosened with a light hoeing,
The .clearing operation is a comwmunal undertaking,

but ‘the rest of the processes in cultivation such as

preparing the ground, sowing, weeding; eutting the sheaves,

threshing and storing, are done by each housechold |

separately with such help as it may be able to muster.
‘Little attention 1s pald to the fields after sowing,

until the scedlings have grown high enough to attract the
attention of ‘the wild, elephants and bison. These animels,

roaning about in herds, have acquired a particular fondness
for ecultivated crops 1ike ragi, rice, maize, millet ete.,
.and csuse untold havoc to the food creopsg of the hillh )
tribes, Muthuvans are constantly vigilant to protect their
| erops from wild animals, bne of the first things they do,
following the clearing of a site for cultivation, is to
construct watch~houses on treantoﬁé at strategic places

in the field., - The watch-houses, called Kerumadam (1it.
climbing hut or hut for climbing)are strongly built so as
to withstand the fury of the pre-monscon gales of late May
and early June. ‘A house may last for two or tbree ygafag
although it will have ceased to be used as a watch=house
after the harvest, Near Muthuvan hemlets it is a common

sight to see tree-top watch-houses remaining intact and in

‘apparentlyiusable condition, though partly concéaled by
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- FIG. 7

A TYPICAL KERUMADAM (WATCH-HOUSE)
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;growing foliage, long after they have ceased to be used
for the purpose they were originally meant to serve, and
long after the fields they once helped guard from

|
i
I
i
I

marauding beasts have ceased to be operatlve as_sites of

|
fcultivation.

j Sowing takes place in different months of the year.
,fThe following table shows the sowing and harvestlng
periods for various crops in one particular reglon. This
is not. necessarily typical because ralnfall and other

climatic conditions vary from place to place.

| R © TABLE VII

S HymHOVAR Foo CROP PARTICULARS, SURIANALLE, 1954
~Lrop Sowing - ' Meturing Harvesting

| Rice Thai{Jan.-Feb,} 5 months Ani(June~July)
Ragi  Chithirai(Apr.-May) 5 » Ruratias(Sept.-0ct,
Ihepa " o3 Add (July~Aug,)
Chema Agl {July-tug.) 3 ‘%-_ Alppasi{Oct.-Nov.)

Note: Tho months in italics are Tamil nonthw,

The staple crops are rice and ragi'
thena ‘Panioum italieum) and chamaf{Pand

are) are minor crops. Column EEEEQ%gmc
s ows the agproximate time that eaech erop
takes for ripening. In each crop there
ars different varieties, -and the actual
time taken by a crop to ripen depends on
the partleular variety of sced.  Muthuvans
prefer those which take longer to ripen,
because they yield a more plentiful harvest.




Y

‘ Between sowing and harvesting, the Mhthnvan are
iperpetually worried about the disastrous nocturnal visits
of elephants and bisons’ to the eultivabion site. Three
or four men go into the field every night %o keep watch,

3The worst enemy of the crops is ‘the elephant; he 1s too
tfrequently around, and is not easily frxghSened. Bison
and wild boar do more harm by trampling down the plants
than by gobbling it, ‘but their visits are not too frequent,
iThe watchers seart for the fields at dusk, with one or

two rifles between ‘them, and remain in the watch-houses all
night, The rifles, if fired at all, are fired with empty
catridges, lest an elephant may be injured or killed, It
is a serious offence %o injure or kill the elephant, which
i8 a 'royal! béast,'unless it has turned rogue gnd become
a menace to human life in which case permission is givén

| through Gazettve notification to destroy it. In spite of
all they do to save the erops, the animals deprive the
Muthuvans of a considerable proportion of their erops,

When the harvest time approaches, a common shed for
Storingraﬁd drying the ‘sheaves is erected near the hamlet,
This shed has a large platform of split bamboo or. junglewood
poles inside, at a height of three o four feet from the
ground. The harvest of each household is stacked separately
on the piatfbrm where it remains until dry.- If there is

too much rain and dampness & fire is kept burning underneath
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the platform to speed up drying, When the sheaves are
sufficiently dry, a cleéan, level court is prepared in
front4of the shed for threshing, Thresﬁing is done by
crushing the sheaves between the feet or by beating‘them
with a flail, The grain is stored in 1afge earthernware
pots, partly in the housé, and partly in the forest in an
abandoned tree-house, or a rock cavity, The reason for
dtoring grain in the forest is partly that the house is
not large enough, and partly that they fear damage to the
grain through fire, if stored in the house. Muthuvans do
not generally keep articles of value in the house; they
are still more particular not to leave toddlers and infants
alone in the house, because they dread the possibility of
a fire breaking out at any moment. This 1s possibly an
echo of the tradition that they left Madura on account of
the burning of the City by Kannaki.(Sce Ph5&$%§ghﬂ§
Therwestern Mhthﬁvans have a practice of keeping a
amall share of each man's harvest of paddy in a specially
constructed tree-house in the forest. This is a genepuus
gesture of hospitality, the idea béing that any lonely
wayfarer may help himself to a meal off the grain. To
enable him to do this, they also keep in the tree house
the minimum eguipment needed for pounding paddy and for
cooking, such as an oral (wnéden pounder), an olakka

{wooden pounding rod), a winnowing tray, cooking pots,



FIG. 8

A KERUMADAY OF THE msmzﬁ MUTHUVANS FOR STORING
GRAINS AND COOKING UTENSIDS FOR WAYFARERS
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ladles ete. A ladder to reach the tree-house completes
the arrangement,

While it is tmue that, relatively speaking, the
Muthuvans are feee to cultlivate as much land as they can
or want to, there are certain government - rules pertaining
to cultivation by the hill tribes, The tribal populaﬁion
residing ;n the forests and Reserves are undér the control
~of the Forest Department of the State, The relevant rules
framed by the Forest Department in this regard are:

The settlements of hill men residing in a
Government Forest or Reserve shall be permanently
fixed, and they shall not be permitted to shift
from place to place, except temporarily with the
special written permission of the Divisional
Forest Offiser, in cases of scarcity of water,
outbreak of epidemics such as small-pox ete.

The hill men shall enjoy the concessions of
cultivating land free of tax*in the Government
Forests and Reserves in which they live, to the
extent of 5/8 of an acre per head for every member
of a settlement above three years of age.

(1) A compact block of land, comprising
seven times the total area required for each
settlement in a year, deducting the area of wet

~lands permanently under cultivation, shall be
demarcated by the Forest Department {the hill men
concerned providing labour free of payment), and
1/7 of that area shall be cultivated in any one
year, so that the cultivation shall be carrled on
permanently in that block on a rotation of seven
-years,

* This appllies only to land under food crop
cultivation. A nominal land tax has to be
paid for land under cultivation of cash crops
such as cardamom. (P.T.T.)
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} (ii) It shall be the duty of the headman to
apportion the area among the several families of
his settlement, subject to an appeal to the
Divisional Forest foicer whose decision shall
-be final. = = . ‘ _
o (44) In cases of trespass or enenoachment in
a settlement, the headman shall decide such ~
.. disputes, s ﬁject to an appeal to the Divisional
"' Foraest Offieer whose decision shall be final.
~ "No hill man ghall be entitled to the grant of
. patta*for any land cultivated in a Government
‘ %orest ‘or ‘Reserve, however long his occupation of
-such. land may be.1. . ,
These rules are not strictly enforced' neverbhelesa,
thcy provide statutory means fbr eontrolling the residence,
cultivation, natura of land—ownerah:p ete. of the hill men.
Even if the rules were: enforced, limiting area’ of cultivation
for individual households, a family of father and mother
and two dependent children aged above three years, could
cultivate two-and-anhalf acres of land, which wnuld be
more than’ ample ‘to meet the fbod requiramenﬁs of the family,
if fully used,. In point of fact, however, the average
extent of f£ood erop cu;tivation~by a Muthuvan family is
only about three-quarters of am aere. Insufficient =
cultivation:is the chief'cause of seasonal food sh@rtage
for the Mutnuvans. | . : 'f
Muthuvans are almost wholly an agrieultural peOple,

atta means permanent ownership with right to
selI, mortgage or bequeath. (P.TiT:)

1. Forest Manual (Travancore-Cochin State),pp. 166
et seg
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depending=sqléiyﬂon/fbédvéréﬁ eul%ivétian as their direct
means ofxﬁqqdiégpﬁly. ‘But a slash—and-burn system of.
agricultﬁre does ‘not keep a man fully engaged.. . Between
sowing and héfﬁeétiﬁg; the men pay very - ligtle attention~
to the ernps except %he nightly watch to scare away tha
fcraging.beastq. An oecasional weedxng is- carried out by
women.-;I#n'thé‘uhole,,the men ﬁave‘too,much':aSpitelfrgm
agricultural work for a'g;od part of the year. This
enables them to engage.in eertain subsidiary occupations
Somebbf*which may augmeﬂt the'fbod supply)dirééﬁly, and "
others may form’ sources of cash income’ which in turn is
used partly to buy . more fbod and partly fbr other
purposes. ’

Among ‘the subsidiary occupations, hunting is important.
Although Nuthnvans live mainly on a vegetarian diet, they
are fond of the meat of cartain wild animals like the
'sambur, spctted deer, barking deer, the wild goat, mouse
deer and the black monkey. The 1ast-named is particularly
:valued as a diet for barren women to -cure them of their.
| malady. " They abhor cow's meat and consider- beef«eating
a very despicable praetice. Nar do they eat the meat of
the gaur (Indian bison) because the animal is belleved '
to.be the vehicle-of Lord Shiva and is therefore sacred.
~(In”élaésiéal,Hindu.mythblogyg‘Shiva is represéﬁted'gg
riding a ﬁull). The domestic goat and fbul‘gre gpecially
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i‘quured meat, but these, being aacrifﬁiéial, are geners;lly
_eut ._énly on, ritual ~q,¢casidns,\: except that. & hen or cock
mst be cut, for a disﬁingnishéd‘-guest. wild ft:;wls and
partridges are some‘timgé.,caughtf in trapa and 'e.f;u".,e,lm'.‘w ‘
Muthuvans hunt with rifles and air-guns ﬁowaéays.
In gva:y: Mathuvan hamlet ﬁherp ‘are one or two “z;ifles; 1
In the dry spells of the yesr they organise hunting
parties, ~These organised hunts . last for two or three
days,. Any geme shot during the hunt is shared by all and
eaten in the forest itself, axcept that the izead is
nqua}.ly brought home- because it belongs to the boys of
the bachelor hall, -Mathuvans have a simple method of
roasting fn_eat or fish in the forest, A fire ls made on
thé"ﬂat»surfac_e of 2 rock and kept barning until -the vock -
becomes, very hot. -The ash and cinder are then swept off,
and the méat, or fish is, placed on the hot surface and
covered with green leaves, It is removed when. sufficiently
roasted, | o I
‘ The organised hunts are few and. far betwaecn., Wore
often, men go out singly or in pairs in search of game,
.Not all Muthuvans are good hunters, but there are gome who
‘have a reputation for marksmanahip, - -
It seems that in the past Muthuvans used to resort
to hunting as-a more serious occupation than.at present.

For one thing, wild life is ,ﬁot .as abundant now as it used
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to be, and, secondly, the increasing pressure on land
tends to make the tribal»popﬁlation adopt a settled way

| of 1ife, Nearly a hundred years ago, Lt.Col.Doughlas
Hamilton of the Madras Army wrote as follows about the
Muthuvan method of catching ibex, or the Nilgiri wild goat:

The High Range abound in ibex; every roeky
erag and mountain has its herd, but they are
exceedingly wild; both the Pooliars (Pulayas)
and Moodoovars (Muthuvans) possess gunsd and they
have periodical hunts after the ibex, which
accounts for thelr being so shy; their,modo of
operation is as follows:- before the hunt takes
place, they erect barriers of stout bushes at
various spots along the passes frequented by the

.~ 1bex, At every ten or twelve faest along the
barrier there is a weak spot composed of light
twigs with a running nooze or rattan surrounding
it, the other end of the rattan being firmly
secured to a post fixdd in the ground., Having
made these preparations, they proceed to drive
the ibex towards the barriers, shooting any
they can get a chance at on the way. The ibex
on being driven up to the barrler rush at the
weak portion of it and are caught in the noozes
from which, owing to their curved homms, they
cannot possibly extrieate themselves, and are
qulekly despatched by the pursuers. The pooliars
endeavourdd to persuade me that very few ibex
are captured this way, and that- it was only the
Moodoovars that hunted them; but from the
numerous barriers I saw, it is, I imagine, a
very succesaful method of capturing them.l

Muthuvans set the nooze trap even now; and an ibex
or- sambur is occasionally caught in this mammer. Their

increasing preoccupation with agrisulture is a consequence

1. Doughlas Hamilton, Report on the High Ranges of the
Annamullay Mountains Eﬁhﬁras: The Fort 5t.aeorga
" Cazette freas, 1866)

pe 13.
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of economie and demographic factors facing them in

modern times, Previously, wild game seems to have added
substantially to the general food supply of_tgé Muthuvans,
About fifty years ago, in answer to questions sent by
Mr.Thurston of the Madras Museum, Mr.A.Ff.Martin wrote:

A1l the animals the Muduvana catch are
tgame! to them, though we would describe some
of these only as vermin., They catch rats,
squirrels, quail, jungle fowl, poreupine, mouse
deer and fish, They ki1l with a blow-pipe and
dart many small birds. The traps in use are
varied, but there are three principal ones, one
of which looks like a big bow. It .1s fixed
upright in the ground to form a spring which can
.close with a snap a small upright triangle of
sharp-edged bamboo to which 1t 1s connected.
Into this any luckless small game may have
intruded its head having been induced to do so
by finding all other roads closed with a cunningly
made fenca., Another type of trap is a bent
sapling from which a loop of twine or fibre
hangs on to what appears to be the ground, but
is really a little platform on which the jungle .
fowl treads and immediately finds ltself caught
by both legs and hanging in mid air, 4 third is

- yvery much the same, but of stouter build, the
loop is upright and set in a hedge constructed
for the purpose of keeping the fretful porcupine
in the path, Passing along this the beast
unconsciously releases a pin, back flies the
sapling, and the porcupine i3 hung ...

The Muduvans are adept at catching lbex,
which are driven towards a fence with nooses
set in it at proper points, causing the beasts
to break their necks, Fish are caught In very
beautifully constructed cruilves, and also on
the hook, while, on the larger rivers below the
plateau, the use of the night line is understood.

_ With the gun, sambur, ibex, jungle sheep,
mongoose, monkeys, squirrels, martens are
killed, Besides being a good shot, the Muduvan
when using his own powder, takes no r%sks; the
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stalk is continued until game is approached
“sometimes to within a few yards, when a charge
of slugs from the antiquated matchplock has the
‘same "effect as the most up-to-date bullet from
_the most modern. weaponﬁ- ‘

These hunting implements are still in use, but
hunting, even as a partial means of 1ive11hood _has fallen
in importance. . The governmdnt rules regarding hunting
and fishing by hill men are* -

from s B %;ﬁ ey 3“"?,“ Zoeh ke “ﬁ?;‘;‘“"“"""
rou the 15t aal to the arthigay*except
such animals and birds as may be prohibited from

time to. time, and they may catch fish, provided
that the poiaonzng of water or the use of dynamite
or gunpowder for the gurposa is not resorted to.

- For the purposs of this rule and for the protection
of persons and property, each settlement may keep
oneé gun ordinarily in the custoﬂy of the headman,
The Government may, from time to time, lay down
any. restricitions ‘in respect of these privzleges.

. Proviso: In ‘exceptional cases, the Government
may . authorisc ‘more thau one gun being kept in’
a zettlement. _

Although the enfbrcement of rules is dxfficult in the
renote forest regions, the Muthuvans, and 1n1faqt most
hill men;‘arg generally trﬁétybrthy‘anﬁ 1éﬁ4aﬁi§ing,

Fishing 1z a rare occupation for the Muthuvans of the
High Range_and‘Gardamom‘Hilla,.bﬁt‘in{tﬁa weste;thlopes

1. A, Ff.Martin qnote& in History of the High Range
g;antation 5istri§t,,ﬁb '
ampalgner angalore:
Press, 1931) - .
* Approximately 1st June %o 15th December.

Y
he Seripture Literature

2. grest Manual, p. 168
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of the Ghats where the rivers are larger -and fish more
plentiful the Muthuvans engage in fishing,almost deily.
In -the rainy season, when the rivers are full, some fish
migrate»intq ‘the upper reaches of the rivers. for spawning;
1t is- mainly during this time that the‘p1ateau Mgtﬁuigns,
that'is;‘the‘mgzhuvans of:Mnnnaf'and D'vikulam;iﬁake to
fiéhiﬁg;f'meta; Pish-traps and lines are used for catching
fish, The western Mnthuvans, mast of whom.live near the
larger rivers, use the night 11ne. This is the same as -
the ordinary 1ine and hoolk except ﬁhat it ls left ‘in the
river overnight' ‘

Among the plateau.Muthuvans, cattle»rearing is an
important subsidiary oecupation. They rear burfaloea and. .
cows, bnt only the buffalo is, fbr thcm, a productive
animal, Gowa are: not milked at all; they say that cows:
are kept-. ohly for- prestige, A man's wealth is reckoned
in terms: of the nnmber of heads of cattle that ‘he possasses.
Muthuvans . do not seem to have any gsentimental or religions
objeetion to milking\the.eaw; it is someéthing that is jJust
not dotie,: . R

Cattle, ésPecialiy\cows, éie gogietines sold t& ‘plains
pecple who may be eilther professional cattle’ dealers or
agricultural colonisers.t The experience’ of some of the
latter uho bought cows or heifers off'Mnthuvans for honest

rearing has been very disppointing. Zhey 3ay that Muthuvan
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| eattle are of & semiswild species which 1t is difficult
‘to domasticate and -which do not _have the homing instinct
like other cattle.‘ There havé been a fow instances .of
Mnthuvan cattle purchaaed by settlera belng losﬁ in the
forest and eaten by tigers. - The truth of the matter is,
probably, that Muthnvan eattle, used as they are to' a
cqmpa:gt;vely,nn:ettergdlgxistenee in the-w;ldg, "do not

4 adjust'éasily to 2 .docile,, domesticated 1ife, ‘But even in
1nstances where Muthuvan cats le have been successfully . |
@omest;ggpadg their nilk yield is very poor compared %o
'other:céﬁtle,'énﬁ therefore they are not very popular with
prospective buyefs. However, professional cattle dealers
who secarcely have any intention of rearing Muthuvan cattle
for domestic uses, are always pleased to buy oattle off
Muthuvans. They are able to sell: the animals to butchers
at a goédjpfofiﬁ'beaause of their high yield of meat, The
original buying price itself will be low leaving a good
margin fbr prqfit. Muthuvans, being genserally 1gnorént
of prevailing cattle prices in the market, are only too
often persuaded t0 sell. their catile at comparatively low
prices, Cantle;are bought of £ Muthuvans on the asaurance
tﬁéé they ars Lo be reared in homes, because they cannot
be ?grsﬁaded’tq gell pattle\fur slaughter as they have an

abhorrence of cow=-slaughter and beef-eating which they
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considor the worst of sins. -

Honey 13 falrly plentiful in Travancore £brests, and
this forms a aource of food, as well as, cash income, to
most hill tribes. The hill. men recognise four different
kinds of bees' (1) the perunth-ce, or large bee waich:
hangs 1its hnge combs to the branches of 'silk cotton' and

*Chini' trees; (2) the thods or nadazaaae, whidh makes its

nest in hollow trees or in cavea, .often in 1arge coloniea,
(3) the kossu ‘or kotha-ce which suapends a small comb |
‘consisting of ‘a double rcw af cells, from the branchas of
bushes; and (b) airu-ee, a very amall bee uhich builde it
nest in the crev;gcs of treqs.> Tha honey of. this apeciea
is bitter, and is not collected. ' The first species is
valuable for wax, .and ‘the second for honey. ‘Bees wax is
a government’ monapoly, but not honey. - Hi1l man are
expected to qolgoct beeswax and deliver it to,the Forest‘
Qespots or tolﬁha?épveﬁnment contractors, The same rﬂl&
applies to other ‘minor forésb producés‘also;\auch as
ivory, dammet;*cafdéhgm etc, | N

Muthuvans are particularly.adept in the technique of
collecting hqnef,\and most of the Muthuvan men go about
this.oééupation as often as they can, They travel up to
ten or fifteen miles & day in pursult of honey. When they
locate by sight, smell or souné a tree or.a rock cavity

where ther- are besg, they stop to collect the honey, and
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move on again, If the honey combs are on top of large
trees, they ascend the he;ght with the help of an
improvised ladder. This 1s made by tying sticks for

steps on the tree trunk, by cutiing steps with the hatchet
or bill~hook, or by driving pegs into the tree; If the
nests are in cavex, they let themselves down over precipices
with thé help of a rattan ladder. Some of the honey is
consumed, and the rest is sold in the cgtates, |

For collecting minor forest produces and déiivering
them at the Porest Depots, government have the following
schedule according to which payment is made to the hill men,
(See pJeifor Table)

In some parts the right to collect minor forest
produces is put up for auction, and the different valleys
or groups of valleys are alloﬁted separately. The bidder
who offers to deliver the greatest quantity of produeés
is accepted, and he has to deliver the quantity agreed on,
subject to a penalty, but anything in excess of the
stipulated quantity is the bidders own property and can be
used as he likes, It is a recognised custom that in
order to collect the produces, the bidder shall order the
hill men to collect for him without remuneration, he
belng a govefnment contractor, a tertain quantity per
head, the total often being far in excess of his'bid, The
contractor then delivers to the Forest Department the
quantity agree& on, and retains the rest as his profit,
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2
while the hill-men deliver their quota to the contractor,
and exchange any:further’*quantity they can colleet for
salt,. Imiveé“,? cloth ‘or other articles, It is obvious that
there 18 :some explditatiqn" of hill men by the econtractors,
but the relations between the two are often cordial. The
. coim’oragtor helps the hill ﬁzen in times of need by advancing
money or food grains, In. places where the right of
colleé.tion is not aﬁctioned, the hill men deliver the
products. diract to the Forest Department. . Foreéﬁ produces
not collected by government or. leased to contractors may
be collected by the hill men for their own consumption or
for sale, These include pepper, wild ginger, yams, jack
fruit, mango, tamarind ete, ’

Muthuvan women are experts in making various articles
of household use such as baskets, mats and winnowing trays,
out of bambooy rattan, or reeds. ‘They make these articles
primarily for their own domestle¢ use, but if there 1s
anything in excess of their need, the men sell them in
the estates or nearby markets, ‘

‘The lemon grass oil:industry was popular among the
Muthuvans until recently. This is one of the .’mdigénous
industries of Travancore, and consists of the extraction
of the julce of lemon grass: (W'M&} by
disti}.iations - The ‘grass grows wild 1a the mi&iar;d‘ and

';:highland regions of Travancore. When there was a boom

Y =

.
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in price of the oil a feq years ago, several enterprising
Mut.huvgns set up stills for diatillation. Most of these
are noiz, in disuse, but it is a cottage industry that has
much scope for development,

From ancient times cardamom has been one of the chief
produces of the Travaneore hills. This used to be an
exclusive government monopoly, until private individuals

and companies were allowed to cultivate cardemsm. Thers

are several cardamom estates in the highlands some of

which are owned by European companies and the rest by

private individuals. Muthuvans in the Cardamom Hills and
High Range own small plots of land varying in sise from

? alf acre to ten acres. In view of the fact that the
cultivation and collection of this spice plays a considerable
part in Muthuvan economy, it is worthwhile mentioning it
i:ere. "There are three types of cardaxéom in Travancorer

g(‘l) the makara-elam wh:l.oh’ is grown on the Cardamom Hills

at an elevation of over 3,000 feet, and which, in the
?lrier climate of that locality, ripen in the month of
5anuary.- The scapes which bear this variety trail on the
gromié and the wapsules containing the spice are likely
¥o be eaten by field mice unlews the garden is carefully
eeded; (2) the kanni~elam which is found on the slopes of

<

%he hills to the west of the Periyar river, and at an
élevation below 3,000 feet. In this too the scapes trail
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‘|on the ground, but: the capsules are smaller and. ripen in
October; :(3): the nile=elam or long cardamom of south '
Travancore. - The plants of this variety arve larger and the
-seapes. stand erect, The. capsules are longer, and not so
broad as.those of the kanni~elam; they ripen in October.
'|-In_point of value, the thrée varieties are in the same
order-as : above,

. . Until-about the: twenties of the last c_entni-y there
was no organized- cardamom ‘eultivation in Fravancore; the
plant. grm':w;!;;l;dt'spm:acliv:‘ea;t.lyw in' the shades of trees in
‘the higﬁ'er ‘regions of the land, and hill tribes residing
in the cardemom-growing areas used to colléct the splce
and :delivwer 1%t to goternﬁxant -or to forest gontractors,
+In"1823 a special Cardemom Department: was ‘created and -
active éncouragemsnt given to the cultivation of the -
spice.. Francis Buchanan who toured South India in -the
first decads of the last ‘century has recorded as below
about the state of cardamom' cultivation in Travancore hills:

- __The renter .mwz_&%emm
of the greg?t-daz ‘con%ractgg trades with
villages balonging to Travancore and inhabited
by rude tribes called Visuar Vishavan or

.. Corayan, Yucamar - thege are. a1 the '
Muthuvans, for some Nuth
Yakas - .y Vakamar , . These
tribes occupy 2 hilly tract ten days'! journey
in length, and are scattered through this extent
in villages of ten or twelve huts., They use the

- gotu~cadu . slash-and-burn cultivation, and-
collect the same articles with those above- ,
‘mentioned and have beaides cardamons, which is
the only thing that they sell to the renter who
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"lives at Ani-Malaya(Anamalais.) In Janua

they are brought to him fit f;; the marki%

and he knows nothing of the manner in which

they are prepared, only that they grow on the
hills without cultivation, The Cadar (Kadar)
inform me that their neighbours in the hills of
Travancore know the places fit for cardamoms

by obsdrving in the woods places where some of
of the plants grow. There the hill people cut
all the trees, and give the sun access to the
plants which afterwards shoot up apace. It is
three years however, before they come to
perfection. In the third and fourth years they
produce abundantly and then die; when the wood
is allowed to grow up and another part is cleared
for & future cfop. Between the 10th of January
and the 9th of February, the frult is fit for
cutting, If the seed b® o be preserved in the
capsules or husks, the scapi or frult-stenms,
before the fruit is guite ripe, are cut off from.
the root, and kept in a heap for some days;
after which the capsules are separated from

them by the hand, If the seed only be to be
collected, the fruit-stems are allowed to ripen,
until they become reddish, and until the birds
begin to eat the seed. Tﬁey are then cut, dried
under the pressure of a stone for three or four
_days, rubbed with the hand to separate the seed.l

The simple method of collecting and curing observed
by Buchanan has long since been replaced by more efficient,
methods, When government encouragement was given to the
cultivation of the spice, small owners carried on an
inefficient cultivation. In 1896 government monopoly was
renounced and another syatem of land tax was'put into
effact, This has enabled the expansion of cardamom

cultivation.
" In the last £ifty years or so several_enterprising

op- et ' -

1. PFrancis Buchanan, Mysore, Canara and Malabar
(London: Cadell an% Davies, 1807), vol, ii,

P. 336 ot 3ed.The wards m pavanthisis are wime @"fm]
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Mathuvans started cardamom cultivation on a small scale,
but, unfortunately” several plots of cardamom land once
owned by Muthnvans have, due. to a variety of | reasona,
since passed on to the hands cf traders -or large-acala
cardamom cultivators,.. Some have martgaged ‘their .
cardamom plota to moneyalenders, some have been induced
‘Yo sell- their land tc owners of 1arge adjacent estates
at 1ow'pricea, scme have lost their land, whally or partly,
through ‘the- machinations of cleverer cultivators, or
through their own gullibility, some have forefeited their
rights ‘of~ ownership through default of payment. of land~
tax to government' a few have forsdken their plots and
migrated further ‘eagt’ due to fear and anxiety induced in
them by others: with 1maginary threats of 1egal proceodings
or evlection;- there are yet others .who have been so
indifferent %o their cardamom plots that they are hardly
, able to recognisa the plots thsy or their aneestors once
owned., -
A survey of cardamom holdings by Mnthurana 'in one
hamlet coneiating of fifteen households showed the
| following results: (see pal4for table). ' |
| The families represented in the above tablo are the
entire family units of a particular hamlet, it is not
claimed to be typieal of Muthnwan ‘cardamem holding, but
it does bring out cdrtailn 1nteresting features,
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§

Out of fif%een‘families tﬁere are only nine who now
hold or prev1ously held any. cardamom land, = Of thess, two
have subsequently 1ost hheir holdings, one through mortgaging
to creditors and the other through default in payment of tax.

Seeondly, out of seven who are holders of cardamom
llanda now, pne had his glven to him by his father, and the
’others had: apparently acquired the plots in their own life
tima and by their own initiative. , o

o Thirdly; the extent of holding is very small, ranging
from 0.75 to 5 acres. The average, holding per family among
the holders only 1s 1.75 acrea, and the average per family
taking all familxes is 0,80 acre.

Fourthly, only about 46 per cent. of all femilies have
aﬁy holding at all. Tha distribution of holdingg among
them 15 very unevan. two out of seven holding. eight acres,
and the remaining five helding only a little over four acres
between ‘them, In other words, twenty~eight per cent of
holders possess si:ty-sax per cent of the 1and, and the
remaining sevonty—two per- cent have only thirty—four per
cent of the 1and, ‘ | |

‘ One point of partieular interest 1& that only less.
than fifty per cent cf Muthnvan familias in the village
have cared to. cultivata cardamom at any time, If 2 sample
survey were taken, it is likaly that the proportion would

be considerably smaller, because the village gelected was
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aiﬂ;ﬁat,ed i‘z‘x "the‘ nidst of 2 gardamem growing region in the
Oéz"&amom Hills, Government have given much eneouragement
to hill tribes to cul‘simte cardamom. Although there i3
a regulation that no hill man ‘shall bea' -entitled to permanent
ownership of ‘land cultivated by them in:.a Government Forest
or ‘Reserve, however long his occupation of such land may
be, there is &8 ‘proviso to thig regulation- ‘which says:
The hill men. may, ‘hewever, be granted
(t ermanent ownership) for cardamom lands in t;K
ract set apart Tor the growing of cardamom,. .
subject to the conditions that they shall not
‘‘gslienate such lands to anyone other than among,
themaelves.i L .
& In 1950 N the government- allowed i‘ive acres o:E' 1and |
per family as gg__j____zg MM (free aas:.gnmen‘c) for cardamcm
cultivation, with a view to encourage hill tribea to
cultivate the apice.' This was 1atcr reduced to thrce acres,
possibly on account of 1ncreaaing demand for forest land
from the plains people.  Over, and above ‘the free assignment,
,each family was allowed to bave up 5o sixty aeres of forest

'Lland a8 kutthaka pattam (’semporary 1ease) for twelve years,

on payment ofa premium of 33.60/- per ‘year for the naximm
lot, or Be.1/~ per acre per year, plua a land tax of Rs.}/-
to.Rs, 5/« per acré per year dépending on the i‘ertilzty of
the 1and and other consid.rations. I.at.er, when the
Agricu}.tural Income Tax was :‘.ntrcduced, the tax on land

. {was reduced to a ﬂag rate of Rs.1/8/~ per acre per year,

1. Forest Manual, p. 167.
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Inspite of these concesaions and inducements, Muthuvans
and other hill tribes have not taken seriously to cardamom
cultivation. There is no doubt that if they did so, they
could earn a considerable income, and raise their standard
of living,. |
It will be easy to dismiss Muthuvan apathy to cardamom
cultivation as indolence or indifference, but there is
more than that to this in fact, and one should look for
deeper causes in Muthuvan economy and family st;r;xcture.
The Muthuvan family is an elementary unit consisting of
father, mother and unmarried children. Very often, this
means that the father is the only adult worklng man in a
family, This is too small a man-power for cardamom
cultivation which requires much attention. Transﬁz;‘antmg
and weading must be done fairly regularly to keep the
garden in good conditicn., At the time when seeds ripen
they must be saved from rodents and birds. All the year
round, the foraging elephants must be kept well off the
gardens as otherwise they would trample down the plants.
When the crop is ready to be collected, it takes gseveral
hands to harvest, dry; and store. A Muthuvan famlly with
an average of one working man per family, can hardly hope
to cultivate cardamom successfully and make an income out

of it.
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' Apart from this fact of limited working capacity,
there is also another reason for the scanty progroas of
.cardamom cultivation among Mubhnvans' this related to
theiruffactice of moving hamlet sites every year. The
hanlet sites, ‘as well as the ‘sites of food erop cultivation
keep changlng from year to year, Cardamom plots, on the
other hand are permanent. A people who praetise shifting
eultivation in respect of fbod~cropa cannot eaaily combine
this with a cash-crop cultivation which 13 of a permanent
nature.. | N V ‘ S

" Nevertheless, there are Mnthuvans ‘who own’ aizeable
plots of cardamom, some’ of which are fifty or more acrea
in sxtent. These peoPIe are all headmen of hamlets or
heads of clans who ean command the services of other fellow-
tribesmen ‘who are, politieally and ritually, in suhordinate
poaitions. Besides, heue people live in hamlets which are
relatively permanent, and which if they move at all move
within a small circle only. This, in fact, is one ‘of the
factors in Mnthuxan economy bhat tend to decrease hamlet
mobllity in reeent years. | ' '

’ Gertain other factors‘which have bronght about a
significant changes 1n‘Muthuvan settlement and in the
method of cultivation can now be considered. Perhaps \

the most 1mportant of these factors is the increasing
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pressure of population on iand.:‘ 'The midland and lowland
regions of Aflf?avahéore‘ are far too over-populated with the
result that’ ‘i:héx"e"i’s’ a constant movement of population
eastward into the h:i.ghland in order to spread themselves
in'a larger dred of cultivable land, Added to this,’ ‘there
13 thg» nat\;ral increase of population amang the estate
é@ployée‘s;. In 1941 the density of populatiqxi. in the ‘
hiéméizd' wés 102 per square mile, but in 1951 it rose to
1'57. Ooming to the hill tribes themselves we find that
their populat:lon has also increased eonsiderably over the past
few- decades, although not to the same extent as among the
pla‘ing peqp}.g. Aeleprdmg‘to Ward & Conner(1816-1820), there
were only 2,761 hill men in Travancore’ This is‘xj possibly
an ,undgr;-estimatipn, and, in any case, certéin parts of
Tr&ﬁancore forééts ‘were not. iﬁgluded in i;h’qir ‘Supv?ey,‘
Even with due allowsnce to the possible ‘e'xcluéig'zi 6;‘.‘ some
people énd the under~estimation of the population of those
included, ‘we might gay that in 1 826 the hill tribes ; )
mmbered only abouf. A,OOO. The number rose %o about 9,000
by’ the year 1890, according to the Forest Department
Administratiqn Report of 1892. " In 1931 the number of h:lll
tribes was about 23,000, and in 1941 it was about;

1. These Figures ave from Census Reports. ‘The 1951
- Census includes Cochin State,

2. Ward and Conner, op. cit, p. 111
3. See p.30 supra
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23,500} . The Census statistics of hill tribes may not be
entirely correct, but even after allowing fér.some
~disérepanciés,nthe,figures show a..considerable. increase
.in the population of th& hill. tribeg. If we consider
‘Muthuvgh popuiatiop|alone, the increase is conaiderable&!
‘from 1,301 4n 1931, it rose t0.1,931 in 1941, which is
48.5 per cent:incfeaseagffhe present population is
-estimated to be about: 2,400, which represents an inerease
of about 25 per cent over the 1941 pOpulation.;~Ell thése
. facts gpwpo;sﬁquthat~there«ia‘increasing preséure of
'population“bn land in the Muthuvan region. It is still a
long way. from the-op#imnm,,but’one‘haé tO'congidef'thaﬁ a
large part of the highland is. uninhabitable and uncultivable.
Tea and cardamem cultivation has expanded encrmously
in the highland—region;‘paitiqu;arly in the‘ﬁigh Range,
-the Cardamom Hillé an@“Beermade,-within the last thirty
 years, Thislyas~givenArise'to’an inegease,in_tfade and
- communications, - There are motorable‘roads that reach |
almost. any part éf‘the~highlandrnow;;whereaspfbrﬁy;or‘
fifty years ago there were only elephant tracks. Shops
and. trades to cater for-the-inereasing population have

sprung up everywhere. - At one time it was a rare é;ght to

1. These figures have been arrived at after deducting
- the numbers of .midland and lowland tribes fron
Table III on p.13 , and rounding off the resultant
figures to the nearést hundred.
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ses a tribal person at all because the tribee lived in
forests and hill slopes whmch were then practieally
‘1naccessible to strangers, and tribal people did not
:tventure into the main concentrations of 'fbrcign' population;
' but today cn any highland road shop or market, pne comes
,across fairly abundantly,oﬂ members of trnbea that are
predaminant in the respective areas. {Most of the tribal
'people are easily recognisable in any crowd by their |
‘distinctlve dress, dialect etc.) In the past certain
planters made attempts to induce the tribal peoples to:
itake ap estate labour as wage-earnlng oolies s, with
scarcely any success. It appears“that inducements used
‘ to be offered more frequently and persistently during the
pioneering days of “the plantation 1ndustry, as we see from
‘the quotation from'§g&;gg_gggg_;g_gggxgggggg 1n the
previous chapter} None of these attempts seems to have
:borne fruit. There are many reasons why the tribal
populabion refuae to- lose their identity by . allowing
themselves to be Antegrated with “the astata labour, by
far the most important of which is »hat certain tribes
’11ke the Mnthuvan, thnan and Kanikkar considar thsmselves

ritually superior to the ordinary coolie population. They
observe certain ﬁroh;bitiona in the matter of egting, which

1. See p;zi-{’rm Supra,
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they perforce will have to. give up in a process of
aceulturation. Secondly, 'superior! tribes 1iKé the
Mﬁthnvan.considsn 1t‘nora11y and soclally ecorrupting to
associahe with strangers.v Yat another iﬁportart reason
is- that estate. 1aoour is regimented labour and the work
1tself is' very hard. 1 trihal peone zealously guard
thelr freedom, +they would Tather live in their own
hazardous and simple way, ‘than be commanded and driven fbr
the sake of a secure cash income at the end of the month.
Rowever, Mnthuwans living in an arocund the- Gardamom
Hills, go not express any objection to wor.ing as store
attenders or watchmen, in the capdamam estates in their
area., In point of faet, a few young Muthuvan men - have
fbﬁnd paid employment in the cardamomn estatas.‘gThis is |
because these cardamom estates are owned by smail—scale
Tamilian planters from Bodinaickennur.andzother?blaées

in Mhdura~district with whom-the Muthuvans are geﬁerally
on easy and.fniend&i-teﬁms.~ Goﬁsidering-themselvgs éé
originally belonging,éoAmadurég~énd‘as'the inheritors of
the Tamil culture, traditions and bellefs, the Muthuvans have
1ittle difficulty in acquiring and fostering friendly- |
social’intercoﬁrse with-the Tamilian cardamom planters.
{Equally important is the fact that the work in these
s@allﬂcardamom‘steresFor estaigs is:of a very different

nnture‘from work on organiged, large-scale tea plantations.
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They are ‘amall i‘amily properties workeni by a very small
number of people, with 11tt1e in. the nature o:E‘ regimented
labour, ' The Muthuvans emplayed in these plose go .t’o:c work
during the day ér night, as ths case may be, from their
hamlet to ‘which they 'ceturn at the and of ths work. There
is an increasm? tendency among young ’ﬁuthuvan men of the
Cardamom Hills to take up pa:v.d work in the nearby cardamom
estates, in prefez-ence 1o rollomng, the traditional food-
crop-raising by shifting eultivat.ion.

A fow older Muthuvans have found other opport‘.unit:.ea
of casual er seasonal labour in :f'orest-clearmg, digg;mg
or road-making epera’cions, mthout. detriment to their
traditional organization, Forest officials or contractors
who wish to undertake any forest-clearing or road-making
work have %o draw’ upon tribal 1ahour as any other labour .
is hard to coiie by. Such work 48 often casual or ‘gfaésén.al,
and offers oﬁportunitiés ;i‘or Mu't.‘hu?ans' %0 sup?lament their
earnings or food ‘sup“ﬁiy. | |

) N o
An impartént; fein’b' that gis sought to ‘be ‘bx;ouéht dut
in diseussions in this chapter is how present-day condit:lons
in the physical environment of the Muthuvans have inﬂ.uonced
their ecanomy. Kowev_er, befors this point is taken up for
consideration, it might be worthwhile to dispensa with
certain indidental and ralatively unimportant matt.ers such
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FIG. 9

A PRE-ADOLESCENT GIRL GARING POR-TOUNGER CHILDREN IN A
HAMLET IN THE ABSENCE OF OLDER PEOFLE
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as Nuthuvan ood dress. and daily 1ife. These may hence
be briafly descrlbed here. . |
| ?ﬁwthuvana eat twa meals a day, one in the morning
and one in the evenmng. Between the two meals they dvrink
'plain tea if they can getb ib, or go without anvthlng at
"all.‘ They have an amazing capaclty to do hard manual work
with very little fbod and to thhs%and hunger and cold.
BEven Muthuvan women and young perscns earry heavy loads
‘uphill oveﬁ hills. and‘rocks wiﬁh‘no éppareﬁt sizn of
exhoustion. This. is ganerally true of all hill tribesd
The morning. meal which consists of a substantial |
dish o; ragi or rica, and some curried leaf, vegetable
or.meat, is taken at about 8 AM, This 13 a cold meal,
being 1eft over fram the p*evious night. Homen cook
only once a day,’ in the svening, when a sufficient quantity
is cooked s0 that there may be enough to be lefb over for
“the fbllcw¢ng ‘morning. ”he wife servas *he food to her
husband and children in metal or earthernware dlShes, or
in baskets or leaves. After they have‘finmshed the wife
and other wamen eat. Each group- eats off the sane vessel.
When the meal is over, ‘the boys, girls, men and wnmcn go

abeuﬁ‘their different tasks, If there is work.ﬁo be done

1. See also deacriptions of Ward and Conner, and
Nateer, pp. 1§ et seq, SRR Supva.



FiG. 10

‘THREE BOYS (WESTERN MUTHUVANS)






127 -

in the flelds, all go there except a few boys who tako:
the cattle out on the hill-sides to grase, If there is
no work for boys in»thé field, they may all go wiﬁh‘tho
cattle and roam about in the hills, The girls go to the
nearest stream to fetch water for the evening's cooking
and for any washing to be done, When sufficient water
has been stored, they rémain at home looking after the
toddlers and young children. Adult woman go into the
fbresf to collect f;rewaod, and edible roots; igaves and
vegetables with which phey substitute or supplement the
normal food. March to June are the most éifficult months
for them, when food is scarce. At this time they depend
to a'gréat extent on wild rdots such as the arrow root
|{Cureuma augustifolia), and the wild varieties of yam
(Amorphophallus campanulatus), white kachil (Dioscorea
aculeata), red kachil (Dioscores rubellum), and chembu
(Colacasia antiguorum). Men seldom remain at home during

the day unless there is something to do at home or the
weather is too bad; they attend to agricﬁlturo, visit the
market, collect honey, or go out hunting. A Muthuvan
hamlet is often frighteningly still and silent in the day-
time, and presents a deserted appearance except for an old
woman or two up and about the odds and ends of housekeeping,

a howling mongrel, a bleating lamb, a few hens.
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FIGS. 11, 12 & 13

THE KONDOOSI (MAN'S HAIR PIN)

FIG. 12

THE PURARI (WOMAN'S COMB)

FiG. 13

THE BILL-HOOK
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Muthuvan male dress consists of a full-length dhoti,

a shirt” aixd an-urumal” ( turbani o The turban is thé mark
of a man, and it is put on at the time of the boy's
initiation dnto man's estate, ' It is fashionable to sport
a nioust‘aehe’,’ ‘and most young Muthuvans keep one on an
{)thex;ﬁisé ¢lean~ghaven face., A fe;w older Muthuvans grow
gi'ow‘ Beardé. After a boy has reached: adoleseence hia
hair 13 not cuts; ‘it 'is knotted at the back in. an oblong
ahape, secured with a long woodan pin called Kondoosi, and
covered with the tuiban. .’ The distinguishing mark of a
Muthuvan is the turban and the: marappu,. & coarse, coloured
cotton fabric folded twice over and put diagonally over
(the back ‘with ‘two ends tied in front over the chest.
:Anythmg ‘that he wants to carry is rolled in the ma __g_a_m
and 3lung aver the back. A Muthuvan man never carries
any load on his head; it is contemptible. '!On;y women
‘earry loads on the head" they say. |

' The adult Muthuvasi {Muthuvan female) wears a whico
or coloured ‘cotton pudavai, eight or ten yards in length.
This is wom in such a mammer as to coveér the body. from
‘|neck to ankle, The-arms are bare. A pouch-is formed at
"I the back with one end of-the pudaval in which mothers
carry their breast-feeding babies. As between eastern
| and ;weste:jn Muthuvans there is a remarkable differgixce in

woman's choice of dress. The former, being atuned to



FIiG., 1%
A YOUNG MUTHUVAN COUPLE WITH THEIR BABY AND A
VISITING RELATION

~ (The Hut in the Background-is the Chavadi - Bachelor Hell -
of the Hamlet)
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Tamil culture, are prone to wear. brighte-coloured pudavai,
of the same kind as the Tamilian peasantry of the plains,
whereés the latter, who tend to copy Malayali cugtoms in
externals; have a manifast preference for the plain white
gudavéi' which is so common among Yalayali womenfolk.

: Muthuvans .are very shy. and retiring by nature, Men
a-ifoid"~strangers ‘as. much as possible; women. and children
ére ﬁositiv’ely‘ scared .and flee at tﬁe sight of a stranger.
In api)earanee_ the people are generally %all and handsome
with pleasing features,. and a brown or wheat complexion.,
A few Muthuvans are dark in complexion, but there is
hardly any who may-be déscribed as black skinned, They
are easily distinguishable from the indigenous tribes by
thgir'phjfsical .appearance and. dress. - The western Muthuvans
ai;e of darker skin than those of the east, but the former
are cleaaer in their peérson.. Their huts are also cleaner
and ‘tidier than those of their eastern counterparts.,

Most adult Muthuvans smoke beedi,{an indigemcus tobacco,

mixture rolled in. the semi~dried leaf of a particular troe.)
Chewing of betel leaves with areca nut, slaked. lime and
tobacco, ‘18 a universal-habit emong both sexés. The \
western Muthuvans are addicted: to opium and arack { a
strohéqsmelling, intoxicating drink obtained. from fermanted
toddﬂ 3 whereas the- eastern Muthuvans rarely have the
opium habit, but are fond of liquor of all kinds.

£ % % ® & ok ok % %

~




FIG. 15

A HEADMAN'S DAUGHTER WITH HER YOUNG SON
(Note the Baby Sleeping comfortably in the Pouch at
the Back of the Woman's Pudayai. The House in the
Background is the Headman's House., The Barridad:o in
Front of the House is the Cattle-pen) (
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Ragaent acononmic and‘demographic4changes that have
taken place 1n‘the:Mﬁthuvan”regi;n—hﬁ%e(considerablé
‘influence oh Muthuvan habitat and economy, ' The most
‘impofﬁahﬁ‘cﬁéhge that these extrahcous foreses have brought
‘aﬁdui‘in“ﬂuﬁhnﬁanfsocial organizatidﬁ‘ié‘that‘théthamlet
‘tends 'to become relatively permanent. The traditional
Futhuvan kamlet is a mobile unit which moves from place
to piacé*yéérAafter year following the cholce of ‘¢ultivation
Site,"Td;déj;‘as~a~rgsult'of general dcdnomic‘apd?demographic
changes in ‘the reglon, a new téndency btowards relative
permanéicy is noticeable in Muthuvan setbtlement organization.'
That this tendency 13‘cldéeiy related to general changes
1s cledr. from the fzct that the degres of permanency of -
the village bears a -direét relation to the physical

proximity of ‘a glven village to the areas of general \
change, - ‘In other words, it is more or-less true that a
willage that is situated nearast 'to the drea of greatest
general' change, tends to be more permaneitt or move within
2 shorter spatial range, than one which is ‘sitmated -
farther from suech an area. - Thus, in the High Range where
there is intense cultivation of tea and a steadily
increaéing development of auxiliary industries énd’t;ades,
‘and coriseguent influx of population, the Muthuvan hahlets
are either permanent or they move within a vefy'limiteﬁ

spatial range. - In the fardamom Hills, where the
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concentration of tea estates is less intense, and where
%ressure on land is 1e30 acute, the hamlets are consxderably
more mobile than thase in the High Range, both 1n terms of
frequency of movement ‘and of spatial range covered. In

the region of the Wéstsrn "hthuvans where the instrusion

of peeple or mcney—croas is as yet scarcely felt, the
Mnthnaan hamuet continues ta exist in the traditioﬁal
pauuern, or very nearly 80, This phenomenon nay he expressed
in a diabrama ic fb”m as bolow: (See next page)

"he central 3quare reprenents an area of general change.
The small cmrcles naarest to thiz ‘show the range of syatial
mobillty of hamleus which are represented by the small
squares widhiu eaeh circTe, and the larger circles that
are physically nere dietant ’rom the area of gcneral change
shaw the range of snati&l mobility of the distant hamlets
which are- thanselves represented by the squares within the
circles, .The range of- moblkity 4s not made to any acale,
it is only‘meant to show the relative ranges of mobility
of hamlets in relasion to their gpatial proximity to an
area of genmeral change,.

It may be noteﬁ that the near hamlets are papreaented
by very: small aquares, whereas the distantvones:age_
represented by larger -aquares,.. This was done on énrgose
ia order to show that the‘distént haikljpiis are demographically

larger units than those nearer. It is easy to see why this is
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80, The near hamlets, being pressed for space and much
restricted in their range of mobility, can sustain only
a small number of people, whereas the distant ones, with
their wider spatiél range can sustaln a larger population.
It has been observed that the Muthuvan hamlets nearest to
the tea and cardamom estates in the High Range and the .
Cardamom Hills, that is, hamlets near pallivasal, Munnar, J
Devikulam, Chinnakasnal and Surianalle which are places of
concénbrated general change, consist of about eight to
fifteenAfamilies, whereas the more distant hamlets. such
as those in Marayoor, the Anjanad Valley and Poopars,
consists of fifteen to twenty families” In the western
section of the Muthuvan region, that is, in places like
Kiliparambu, Neriamangalam, Thattakkad and Kut®enpuszha,
where no appreciable general change has yet taken place,
the Muthuvan hamlets move within a still wider spatial
range, and significantly, the western Muthuvan hamlets
are the largest units of all consisting of twenty or

/

more families,
Even in respect of the same hamlet, there have been

noticeable changes in size and movement over a period of

time., Thirty dé;forhy years ago, Pachchappul Kudi was

* Terms like 'near! and 'distant', or their derivatives,
denoting geographical location, used in this
paragraph must be understood to be in relation to
any given area of general change.(P.T.T.)
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a large,” flourishing hamlet of about twenty=-five families
occupying an-extensive hill tract of ‘about twenty-five
square miles’ adjoining what was then “the southern .and ...
eastern bouhdardes of ‘the Surisnalle tea estate. Today, ---
the boundaries of ‘the ‘estate have been pushed further scuth
and east crowding the hamlet' dut of a considerable part

of its original space.’-At the time of the writer!s:stay
in ‘this hamlet in 1953, it was still a fairly largish -
hamlet of fifteen families, but:by the time of his last
visit in 1955, 'it was reduced in'membership to eight of
the earlier fifteen families, with the addition of four
recent entrants. Of the remaining seven families, one..
had moved out ‘to a hamlet about a day's :walk northward:
(about twénty miles in the hdlly terrain), and the other
six families, with the addition of two from a neighbouring
hémlet;3f6rmed~a-new~bettlement'in.muttukkadu Kandam, .
Klﬁogether, in about half the space brigiﬁally oceupied by
one hamlet of twenty-five familiea;'ﬁhere are now three
hamlets, - each‘consisting of eight to twelve families,

(The third hamlet is one which had already been in existence
for somé‘years ét'thé time of the writer's acéquaintance
with the area and the people. This too branched off from
the parent hamlet at Pachchappul).  In statistical terms

| this would. mean that for roughly one:unit of -space

available for a family in this area today, there were two-
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and-a=half units thidty or forty years ago., This -
particular instance is perhaps untypileal inasmuch as' -
there is- igch wide. disparity betwaen available un;ts of"
land now,® ‘before; nevertheless, the phenomenon itself
1s-quite typical 'of changes in Muthuvan land utilization =
in the last halfecentury or so., The Pachchappul area has
been exceptionally subject to commeriial developmental
changes within the last few decadés which probably accounts
for the unusual -disparity hers..

' .Primakpeie, the reduction in extent of land available
for cultivation and movemént involves a rpeduction in
agricultural preductivity which has: to be off-set by .
supplementary means. of agricultural production or increase
in purchasing power or both. ' In areas where Muthuvans -
are faceéd with such conditions they generally seek to do
both by adopting permanent wet-land cultivation of food=
crops like paddy and ragi, .and by casual or seasonal
earnings of~cashxincomé,thrdugh‘ﬁagé-getting:manual laﬁour
in digging, road-bullding or forest=clearing operaticns
on behalf of contractors or.gdvernmeni,'or by écdepting
paid employment in éardamom estates. R

"»The\restriction\iﬁpOSédnon'mobility‘of hamlets by -
extraneous. forces, .chiefly tea cultivation, involves a
seriousalimitation:cn’iheAexteﬁﬁ of land available for
shiftingyéulpivatipn:of food-crbps,‘with.éhe §onsequenc@
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that the mumber of people who could support themselves

on shifting cultivation is leasened. This situation

.{ could be met by one of . two wayslpr a .combination of both:
|that is, elther the hamlet must reduce itself %o a‘sﬁaller
, pollee;iqglgi‘familf units, or there.must be a progressively
jminimised dependence on land. - In Muthuvan economy oune
-joften sees a combination of both.  On the one hand, the
‘;Mnthnwan'ham;ep in areas of change is increasingly -
becoming 2 smaller group, and,- on the other, peeple are
Abeing“pgpgggdgd~to take more readily -to wage~earning -

- employment to augment thelr resources, ..

. .The general changes gceuring within an area tend to

| affect the Muthuvan. pepulation in or near that areu in.
three differvent ways, - In the first place, the changes-
are alwaya;asgociatadiwith,an influx of outside population
some of whom at least will eventually acquire forest

land and settle as agriculturists, or will follow
agriculture as a subsidiary occupation. ' This brings
about in its wake an inevlisable increase -in pressure on
.land which mgans,incréasing restriction on' the spatial
nobility of tribal hamlets.. This limits the number of
people who can make a living by shifting pultivation
within that range, and induces: individuel families %o.
move further outward and attach themselves to thelr

kinsmen in the more distant hamlets. Such outward




146

movement of indzvxuﬁai“fémilies‘is’héﬁ“thé’ohly’ﬁeans by
wh1c§ a hamlet reduces its size, it is also ‘achieved by
aplitting of hamlets as illustrated 1n ‘the’ case of |
Pachchappul kudi above. Tt has been nioticed that in the
areas of magor aoclal changes, ‘several Mhthuvan hanlets"
which ‘at “one’ ‘time used 0 have fifteen to twenty' families,
have since splzt into smaller hamlats of seven to ten
fam:lzes. What would now appear 6 be new Muthuvan
settlemants scattered over the hiils and valleys are, in
fact only ofz-shoots of the one-time larger parent
hamlets. It is true that the aplittzng of hamlet by
itself, only reduces the size of a hamlet without relieving
the pressure on 1and ‘unless the Separating sectlon

moves into a different reglon "altogether. But the fact is
that there are numhrous small patches of unoccnpzed
cultivable areas in the H:gh Range and- Cardamom Hills
which can sustain small hamlets of seven to ten families,
but which are neither contignous to each other nor large
enough to sustaln a hamlet of twenty familiés, It must’
be mentzoned here ‘that economic and demographic Factors
are not the. only causes for splitting of villages. There
are 1nter~personal eonflicts which no doubt are at
least indirectly relateu to ‘the changing social ana
‘economic conditions in the region. As this aSpect of

thevproblem will be considered fully in the next chapter,
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it is unnecessary tc linger on the question here any
long&‘r.(See PP. Nv& et ef seq). \hﬂva) o

Secondly, &hevggperal changes in‘pqpulapiqn and
| eedﬁoﬁﬁ prévidelopporxuniﬁies for ﬁggeqeafﬁing labour which
werelpré§iouslﬁ’meagre,:if ﬁ&t non-existent, other than
Jin the t°a estates* and, as we have already seen, sever&l
Hnthuvans hava 1n faet taken to manual labour of varioua
 kinds, some casual or seasconal;, and some. ‘perennial, The
effect of this xshthub ‘among the Muthuvans. in the arsas
.of genergl\chanée, there iS‘éreater dependence on a cash
economy than béfqre,and less dependence on a purely
agriaultu:al,Lsuhsistence_econamy ag wag the qaséqin~tho
pasb.‘ fhis aiso tends‘bb make Muthuvan‘hamlets relatively
pe*manent or move within a relatively small range, so
that people could remain in easy reach of places of
empleyment or ef,markets wheré certain produces could be
exdhanged far prevismonq or clothing, .

A third roticeable change 1n Futhuvan sgonomy, as a
result of ganeral. changes, i3 the-increasing.num?er qf
plots of permanent wet-land for rice cultivationf This
is ofcoufse inevitéble when land is not ;qo plen?iful,
and movement is restricted. ‘Fér-the Muthuvans who were
‘used to' the slash~and—burn -economy, and had little or

no experignce‘of permanent, wet-land cultivation, this
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‘ﬁéw'devalopment.is a merked departure-from tradition.
It 15 too early to say what effect this will have on
Rand righ;s?anﬂ'inheritance,‘becauséythisthas:qnly~just

begun te happen.



