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CHAPTER VII
SUBMARY AMD CGNCLUSIONS

Indian socieily has been structured around a hierarchical
system ~ Brahamins at the top and Sundras (scheduled castes) at
the bottom, The tripals of the Indian society are placed at that
ordexr of hierarchy which is almost at par witﬁ the scheduled
castes. There have been plenty of researches to compare the
personality and social wvariables related to the scholastic
achievements of the different caste groups in India (for example,
Singh, 1980), However, not man§ researches have been conducted
to compare $he tribals and non-tribals for their s¢holastic

attainments, With this background, the present study was wnder
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taken to study the influence of cextain social, pexsonality and
motivational factors on the academic aéhievements of tribal and

non-tribal students belonging to rural and urban backgzound.

rollowing gouxr categories of variables weze selected for

inclusion in the study:

Packarounds

s

1 Sub..gultiu=a

G ——-

(a) Tribals studyiag in zural aweas,

L]

(b) Tribals siudying in uzban azeas,
(¢} Non-tribals studying in rzural areas,and

(d) Non-tribals studying in uzban areas.

2  Sgeio-economic Backamound:

(a2} Father's income,

(b) Habitation,

(¢) Oxdinal ﬁositien,

(¢) DMNumber of brothers-sisters (sibling),
(e) Father's occupation; and

(f) Father's education,

-~

Personality Faclors:

L0
-

(2) Seilf-orientation,
(b} Taskeorientation,

(¢} Interaction-orientation,

{d) Peer-affiliation-orientation,

(e) Academic-achievement~orientation,

(f) Henwconfomitveorientation,

{¢) Independence-orientation, .

(h) Confidence of judgement, and (i) Risketaking.
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4., Motivational Factors:

(a) Need for achievement (g - Ach), and

(b) Academic motivation.

In order to test the efficacy of these variables, 28
hypotheses were formulated. The first eight hypotheses were
related to demographic variables and the other 20 hypotheses were
formulated in view of the sociological and psychological variables,
both jointly as %ell as separately. The main guiding assumption
behind these hypotheses was that the four groups would signifi-
cantly differ amchg themselves on most of these variables, The
specific hyootheses related to different variables have been given

in Chapbter III,’

Since the main aim of the study was to compare under -,and
high achievers of four sub-cultural groups, the first problem was
to identify a sufficient number of equally bright high-, and low
achievers from the four types of population under study., Mohsin's
(1968) General Intelligencé Test wgs used for this purpose,
Initially, the test was administered to 550 students reading in
eight different schools located in tribal and nen-tiibal areas
of Bihar, The schools were matched for (1) quality of students,
(1i) standard of teaching, and {iii) socic~econecmic shatus,
However, geoaraphically, thev belongod t¢ both rural and urban

areas,

The Index of Brightness (I.B ), for the group, as obtained

by Mohsin's General Intelligence Test, ranged from 80 to 119.
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The average intelligence range was considered to be between 92 and
109 I.B. scores. A total of 392 students fell within this range,
The final set of data was collected on thEse‘392 students.However,
out of these 392, only 384 usable guestionnaice sets (Test etc),
complete in all respecits,were obtained, These 384 students,finally

served as the sample for the data apalysis. -

School marks (gredes) of two consusulive examinations, prior

3.2

tc this study, wére taken into cuasideration to select high-, and
low achievers, in school subjects. abopul {00 subjects fyom each
group weré sclected (that is, 50 high achlevers and 50 low achlevers

in esach groun). The present reseazcher finally ended up with 96

L%

subjrcts in each group (that is, 48 high achievers and 48 low

achievars).
The mean age of tho total sample was 10,4 years,

Following instuments wexe used foxr testing the varicus sccial

and psychological variables:

1. Ozisntabicn Inventery {Bz 89,1962 )3

This test tested three sziantations, namely, (a) self-orienta-

tiony (b) task-crientation, and {¢) interaction-orientation,
Its Hindi version, adapted by Jha (1977), was used, However,
ertain (very minor) modifications in Jha's version were

introduced. The'details of the test have heen given in Chapter
v,

2.  Cexhainbty of Judgement Scale:
This scale was originally developed by Kogan and #Wallach (1964).
The test was subsequently translated and adapted in Hindl,first
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by Krishna (1972) and then by Singh (1980). Singh's version
was further modified for the present research, For this
modification; all the necessary steps of test construction
were taken, For example, item-analysis, reliahility and
validity of the test was worked out. Thig resulted in a
shorter version of the test having only 26 items with almost
equal level {as obtained by Singh, 1968) of reliability (.33)
and validity {(.91).

Behaviour-Orientation Scale:

This scale, originally developed bv Patel (4974), was modified
for the purpose of the
four sub-scales, nancly, (2] Academic schievemeni~oricntations
(L) Peep-affiliation~onientation: (¢) Non-confomity-orienta-
ticn, and (d) Independence-orientation, The oridinal test
(Patel, 1574) had 40 items, that is, 10 itews in each
dimensicn., Fexr the present pumpose, the test was ‘translated
into Hindt and was given te one hundred vespondents for
working out inter-item correlations, This exezsize resulted
into elimination of eight itoms, The remaining 32 items

yielded split-half rveliabllity values as follows:

(A) .74 for Academic. achievementeorientation;
(B) .61 foxr Peer-affiliation orientation

(C) .78 fer Non-conformity orientation: and
(D) .79 for Independence-orientation.
Risk-taking Questionnaire:

The original Risk=taking questicnnaire is lnown ss Cholce

Dilemma Guestlonnairze (Kogem, Lamm, and Trommsdreff, 1969),
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In Indian condition, Kogan gt al's questionnaire were translated
and adapted by Krishna (1972), Yousuf (4973) and Singh (1980).
For the present study, an entirely new questionhalre was cons-
tructed following the format used by Kogan and others (Kogan gt
.8@51969; Krishna, 1972; Yousuf, .1‘973‘; and Singh, 1980). Initially,
14 items were constructed which were given to 420 (one hundred
twenty) subjects. The data (résponses) wexe .,subjected to ihf_er-
item correlations and fac'hér analysis. ‘l‘hist‘ ;Bsx_:lt,ed into
elimination of four items ;and the final tes;_é‘ was left with 10
items, This was again administered to 120 subjects for woxking
out its reliability value, (aipha) coefficient for reliability
turned out te be .66 for which the Vands.ts;: s’cqte was +81.

Sent mpletion Test of Achievement Motivation:

Mukhexrjee*s (1965) pape::-pm\éil. type sentence completion test for
achievement motivation was employed te measure the levels of
achievenent mo‘l;i,.vatien of the subjects, This fest has 50 tiiads.
Test-re-test rellability of the test, as reported by Singh (for
Hindl version, 1976) was {88, ’\Thi'g. Hindi version of the test
(Singh;1976) was used in the present research.

- Academi¢ Motivation:

Singh (1976) made use of thé inventozy on constmcted by
Brookover, Patterson and Thomas (1962) in preparing his own
inventory to self concept of academic motivation, This measuze
is an Index of specifié academic motivation as distinguished
from a measure of general achievément motivation (p.51). His
academic motivation scale consisted of eight multiple-choice
items, The Hindi version of thisscale _(Sinéh. 1976) has a test-
retest :;eliability value 7:}:&‘— +88,
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6. Bagkayound Factors:
A pexsonal data-blank was attached with the questiunnaire - test

booklet to elicite backgmund demographic infomation regaxding (1)
Age, (11) Hardtation,(iii) Number of s:.bling; (iv) Gxd:!.nal position,
(v) Social status,(vi) Father's edzt:atiun,(vii ) Father’s Qcaupation‘
(viis) Monthly income, (ix) 'rzibal and Non=tzibal status.

The procedure followed for the st,uc!y was Jike the fellowing:

As menticned earlier, the first step was to select the sanple for
the study. This was done with the help of Dr.!\m}:sin's Test of Geaeral
Intelligence,

As the next step, five standaxd psychological tests weze identified
and one original test of risketaking was developed for the present A
" . gtudy. They have already been deséribed above, Sai:tab ic steps were taken
to detexmine thelr respective neliabd.lity and vahdii:y scc:es. ’

. - Fomal pexmission from ‘bhe sehael Principals were obtained in each |
ﬁacase to conduct the study in their respeative schonls.
, Next, test-—hooklet campﬁsing all the tests: alongwith personal
41nfomatien—blanks were admixﬁstexed to: 384 selécted respondents in
’ groups of 20-2% students. This. was done in clags-room situations. Entire

. testwbookléts wexe fu}ed in two sessions. “All erfb:‘cs were made to

establish a goed rapport between the :;espondents and the tesea:ccher
befom they were glven the test-booklets.. A stmda::dized inst::uction

o7 .

was used thraugh out data cellectwm |
In the fo llows.ng pages, main resu.'tts have been sunmard zed, Fixst .
of a:.l, results related to sampling charac:teris'&ms were analysed, They

were as follows S,
1« By and large; sample wmevenly distributed in tems of their
- monthly famlly income. However, the maximum hunber of people
belonged to the group eaming between B.s. 5()0/— and RS«e 1500/,
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Subjects of all groups had two to five number of sibling.

Maximum number of sibling was obtained by subjects belonging
to low and middle socio~economic status groups. More than 90

per cent of these students had mere than two sibling.

Majority of the urban sample balonged to middle socio-economic
class whereas majority of the rural sample belonged to lower
S E S grow. This S E S measure was perceptual rathexr than
data based,

liajority of the subjects had matriculate fathers followed by

these who had their fathex illiterate or seventh graders.

Majoxity of pupils belonging to urzban non-tribal families
had graduate or pestgraduate, fathers,

1.

Fethers of 72 por cent of ruralw-tiibals were engaged in
cultivation,
in other three groups (UNT, BNT and UT), from 49 to 59 per

cent of pupils had their fathexrs engaged in some kinds of

Job.

All these demographic veriables like S E S, income, father's
occupation, father's edwation, ordinal position, caste, and
age appeared non-~significant for academic achievement. In

other words, demographic variablies did not emerge as signi-

ficant factorsfor academic achievements,

Eleven psychological variebles were included in the study.

They wexe:
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12.

13.

14,
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academic motivation, confidence of judgement, self-
orientation, task-orientation, interaction-ozientation,
need for achiebement, risk~taking, academic achievement~
orientation, peer~affiliation~-orientation, non-confopnity-

orientation and independence~oxrientation.

In all the 4 groups, high achievers scored higher on academic
motivation, hut the difference was significant in only one
case of high-, and low achievers of the uzrben non-tribal

gIoup,

High achievexs of urban non-tribal also showed significantly
higher confidence of(judgement than the low achievers of this

group.

low achievers of rural non-tribals and rural-tribals scored
significantly higher on self~orientation than the highe

achievers of these gzoups.

In texms of rurale-urban comparison, rural subjects scoréd

significantly higher on self-oxientation.

High achievexé of urban non-tribals and rural non-tribalswere
significantly moxe task-oriented than the low-achievers of

these groups,

Uzrban students in general, were significantly more taske

oriented than the rural students,

Rural subjects were significantly more interaction-oriented

than urban subjects,
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18,

19.

20,

21a

22

23

Interaction-orientation and need for achievement did not
differenciate signific¢antly between high and low achievers of
any group {individually). However, when ali the four groups
were comhined, the high achievers were significantly more
ix}feractiﬂnwri.en‘bgdﬂ and had higher need for achievement than

the low achievexs.

In case of only one group, tha} is, the urban non-tribals, the
high and low achievers differed significantly. The high

achievers were generally greater risk-takerys,

Rural students were again, significantly, more misk-takers

the urban students.

then ald the four groups wexe laken together, high achievers

were significantly more rpisketakers than the low achievers,

Academic achievement oxientation could not significantly
differentiate between high~-, and low achievers of any group.
However, wheén all the four groups were combined, high achievers

scored significantly high on academic achievement-prientation.

Uzban students were significantly more academic achicvement

Y

oriented than rural students.

In case of peer-affiliation-orientation, also, high~, and low
achievers c¢id not differ significantly in any group. However,
when all the four gzoups were combined, high achievers scored
significantly higher on peexy«-affiliatioﬁ-orienﬁationb %han the

low achievers,

Rural subjects were significantly more peer-affiliation

oriented than the urban subjects.



25, High achievers of rural non-tribals scored significantly higher
than the low achievers of this group on non~confomily orienta-
tion dimension, Mowever, when ail the four groups were combined,
high achievers scored significantly highexr than the low

achievers on this dimension.

26, Surprisingly, rural subjects were significantly more none-

conformity oxiented than the urben subjects.

27, In all gyoups, the high achievers had a terdency to scoxe
higher (than the low achievers) on independence-ozicntation
but, nong of the differences was significant. tiowever, again,
when total sample was considered btogether, high achievers

scored significantly higher than low achieveps on this variable,

28, Urban students were significantly more independence oriented

than the rural groups.

Next set of @nalyses was done to work out the inter coryelations
between different variables as a first step. This was done for
the total sample, Then, again, the same analyses were repeated
zglrze four different groups, separately. The results are

sumazrized beiow:

29, Academic motivation was positively and significantly correlated
with academic orientation and peer-affiliation orientation, It

was negatively and significantly correlated with non~conformity.

30. None-conforxmity orientation was positively and significantly
correlated with confidence of judgement, peez-affiliation

odientation, independence orientation and academic motivation,
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38,
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In case of self-orientation conly two significent negative
correlations wers obtained with taskeoxientation and .

interaction-orientation.

Task-ogientation was significantly and negatively correlated

with Interaction orxrientaltion only.

Academic orientation was significantly and positively
correlated with the academic motivation, peer-affiliation

orientation and independence orientation,

Peer~affiliation orientation was also significantly and
positively correlated with academic motivation, non--conformity-,
independence-, and academic=orientations.

Confidence of judgement was significantly and positively
correlated with non-conformity-orientation and independence

orientstion, but it was significantly and negatively corielated

with interaction~oxientation,

Interaction-orientation between demographic variables for the

total sample were also worked out. The results were as follows?

Tribal vs non-tribal status was significently and positively
correlated with social status and father's occupation, but was
negatively correlated with academic status and father's

education.

Academic status was correlated with father's occcupation and

number of sibling.

Social status was negatively ceorrelated with moenthly income
and father's occupation; but was positively correlated with

caste,
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40,

41,
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43,

44,

Father's education was positively and significantly correlated

with monthly income and habitation,
Ordinal position was positively coxrelated with number of

sibling,

A set of partial correlation was worked cut between demogra-

phic variahles and psychelogical variables.

- These resulis were not very encouraging:, Ouit of 110 correla—-

tions, only five correlations were significant, Main results

are given bedlow:

Monthly income was significantly but negatively correlated

with taskeorientation and interaction-orientation.

Tribal vs non-tribal status was significantly correlated with

non-confomity orientation,

Ordinal position was significantly correlated with confidence
of judgement and habitation, but was negatively corxelated

with academic netivation,

Intew~osrrclations ( gg’ } were also calculated for these
variables for different groups, separately. Those results have
been discussed in Results Chapter V. In summary, thevy are as

n

followss

Riske~taking was pesitively and significantly correlated with
task~-crientation and academic status in case of urban non-
tribal, but in case of mral nen-iribals, it was correlated
with academic motivation and oxdinal position, In case of

urban tribals, it was positively correlated witﬁ self-
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mw“ negatively correlated with task-orientation,

45,

46,

47,

49,

In case of rural tribals, positive significant correlations

~ wexe obtained with confidence of judgement and task-orientation.

‘Pe‘en-af,fi;iaﬁon-oﬁ.en‘taftiap wag positively correlated with:

selfeoriéntation and task-orientation in case of rural non-
tribals and it was correlated with confidence of judgement and

need ‘fd'r achlievement in case 6:3 urban-tribal group.

Peer-:affi‘;iation orientation was positively and significantly
coxrelated with academic 'aéhievement-orientation, independence=
orientation, non-conformity-orientation and academic motivation
not only in ¢age of total sample, but also in three othex
groups (urban=-tribals, urban non-tribals and \rural tribals).

In general, it emerged that in our set~up, society orientéd
behaviour (for example, peep-affiliation-prientation) may not
necessarily lead to non=achlevement-orientation, That is, our
students seem to be confortable in assocliation with thelr peerxs
and this might help them .:gr; nurturing achievement ori,ente&
behaviour, motivations and orientations, |

Indepenidence~orientations was positively correlated wi th

academic achievement o:cientation and non‘-c:mfomity-oﬁ.entation.

Confidence of judgement was positively correlated with academic
motivation in three groups (rural non-=tribal, urban non-tribal
and rural tribal). Ih case of urban tribal group and rural
tribal groupy it was positively correlated with non-Gonfommity-

orientation and :lndependénce-oﬁientation;
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56.

57,
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Self-orientation was significantly but negatively correlated
with task-arientation in all four groups.

Academic motivation was siomificantly and positively correlated
with peer-affiliation in all the four groups and with academic
achievement-orientation in three groups (except rural non-
tribals).

Taskeorientation was negatively correlated with interaction

orientation in all the feur gmupé.

Academic achievement orieritation was significantly correlated
with peer-affiliation-orientation in all the groups-except in

case of rural non=tribals.

Father's education was significantly and positively correlateéd

with family's monthly income in all four groups., It was
negati {iély correlated with father's occupation in three groups -

(UT, RI'.and BNT), but was positively correlated with fathexs'

occupation in case of UNT: Father's- education was negatively .

‘correlated with social status also in cases of both the tribal

groups (UT and UNT); but was positively correlated in case of

‘Habitatioh was sionificantly and positively corrélated with

mon'bhlv income in three graups (UNT, UT and RT).,

Monthly income was posi tively co:xelated with. social status in

casés of rux:al-.tribals and nonmtzibals, but was negatively
correlated in -¢ase of urban non=tribals,"

Father‘s occupaticn was negatively com:elated with social

status in case of both the non«-tribal g:mups (mral ‘as we.u as

urban ).
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Correlation ¢o-efficient between demographic variables and
psychoiogical variables were also worked out, The results are

sumnazrised below:

58, Academic status yielded significant corrélstions with self-

\ qrientaﬁicn and interaction-orientation, It was negatively
correlated with 1ntera¢tfi§h-cﬁentation in both the urban
groups (tribals and non~tribals)s It was positively correlated
with task-orientation in two tribal groups (UNT and UT),

59, Father's edwgation was negatively correlated with peer-affilia-
tion-orientation and non<conformity-orientation,

60, Habitation was lsig‘nifisanﬁlgt correlated with independence-
'.o:denté;tion. in case of UNT; but was negatively coxrrelated in

¢ase of RT,

61. ' Peer-affiliation orientation was significantly but negatively
correlated with father's occupation, father's education and

ordinal position in case of W,

A‘\ll the above mentioned results were discussed in Chapter
VI{Discussion), However, there (in Chaptey-VI), they were not taken
se;:ially; .oné~by-cpe, bt seve?al related resulls were taken together
and were discussed ghbé'ily;- In other words, units of analyses for
purpose of d'i.scuss.’g.on were not individual results, but the individual
hypotheses, Each hypothesis was taken at a time and all results
relevant to that hypothesis were g:tpiainéd together, All the hypotheses
have been given in Chapter-Ill, ' |
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In general, only seven out of 27 hypotheées were fully
confirmed, Three confirmed hypotheses were related to demographic
variables (sub=-cultural groups i.e+, tribals, non-tribals, rural
urban; ordinal position; and father's education), The hypotheses
related to academic orientation, task-ozientation and non-conformity
orientation were also confirmed. Four hypotheses were also
partially oanfirmed. They were related %o parent’s education, self-
and interaction gxienzaﬁion and cenfidence of judgement, As many as
17 hypotheses weie rejected. These hypotheses were related to socio-
ecoﬁomic family background, monthly income, social status, father's
occupation, achievement motivation, academic motivation, risk-taking,
confidence 6f Jjudgement, peer-affiliaticn-orientation, independence-

oxientation and achievement-orientaticn,

. Obviously, thege were several very unexpec%éd results, These
results have been discussed and explained in Chaptex-VI, taking

various possibilities into account,

Inspite of all the care and precautions taken for the research,
the present work does suffer from certain limitations. Some of these

limitations might bs responsible for some of the wexpected results,

One of them may ke the social reality as prevailing in the
present day India, For example, fathex's occuwpation oxr social status
was not correlated with their (fatherts) educétion.‘lt'may be
because of the reservation policy (in jobs) followed by the
successive Indian Govermments in the past independence India., The

reservation policy, particularly in jobs, and promotions therein,



might have rssulted into low correlations between these variables,
particularly in cases of tribal groups and even in cases of mral-
nonw~tribals (RN T), In case of R N'Tiit might have happened
because there may, again, be several middle~level castes for whom
the State Coverment of Bihar (where the data were collected) have
provided for reservation in jobs and promotions. Naturally, because
of this policy, Jess qualified people got jobs and later moved to
high positions, totally negating the possibilitles of positive
correlations between education and occupation- and soclal status,
There was no way for the present researcher to control this

variable nelther it was the focus of the present research,

In the Chaptexr on Discussion, it was hinted upon that the
tribal and rural people are more emotional whereas the uzban
population nay be more realistic and hence liable to take moderate
risk. This line of argunent was put in the form of a suggestion, It
requires further investigation, Future researchers should include

the emotional maturiiy as a variable In a study of this kind.

In some of the resulls, no significant difference was obtained
in case of individual gxoups but, where all the groups were
combined, Jdifferences became sigrificant (for example,in case of
interaction-orientation, need for achievement, academic achievement-
orlentation, pecr-affiliation-orientation and independsnce-
orientation). This suggests that it may be useful for futuze
raseaxnghers to take bigger groups. For example, it may be that if
‘a vesearcher takes more than 100 subjects in each group he might

end up with more signifiéant results,
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A surprising result was, that the rural subjects were ‘
significantly more non-confomist;& than the urban gmﬁps. 'It was
suggested that this might have happened because of fast soclal
changes occurring in village set up, The urban a:sreas‘are not
witnhessing se fast social changes (pmpoz:tionétely). This pace of
change was suspected %o be the main reason for this kind of result.
It is, therefore, suggested that futuze rasearchers should some' how

take into account this possibility,

in sum, we are suggesting that the fubure researchers should

consider the following when planning for this kind of reseazch:

t» CGovernment's policy on resexvation vis-a~vis academic

status and social status,

2. Hmotional maturity of different groups of subjects as a
variable (may be intervening variable) in influencing
educational achievement and such othevr variables as
riske-taking, etc.

3. Bligger sample size,

4, Fast changing social scenario in rural areas if one is
comparing the role of urban vs xural set=up in academic

achievenent,



