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" APPENDIX G

A’ FEW CASE HISTORIES
( Gollected from Remand Homes )

Problem :

A middle aged‘widow ééme to the Superintendent
éiﬁh her son, and-complained that her son was in the
habit of stealing things, coming late at night,
wondering in the company of vagabonds, qﬁarreling with
ﬁhe family members, running away from the School and
‘émoking exeessiveiy; Tﬁus he was completely out of.
control}‘Shé sorrowfully declared that though she

tried to improve him, she failed.
"History :

-The_boy was;fﬁelve years old, with 4' high and
5aﬁing a wéightvaf‘ég 1bs, He belonged to‘a,poor family
and consequently was undersized, difty3 and he was also
épﬁféring from skin disease. He was stammerer. He was
studying in & primary;schdol, but he was fob linterested

in it. He was fond of smoking and visiting theaters. At

-



429

times he was also found”gambling. He was the last child
of his parents. He was often movinv with vag abonds
and sometimes did not return to home for tow or three

days at a time. Occa31onally he worked in the hotels also,.

His father wagﬁan e;ectrician, who died in an
accident, The boy wés Seveﬁ'years old at that time. He
being the youngest 1n the family, hlS father was fondling
nim tos mucn. The boy had two brothers and one sister
with whom he always.qua:relled. His eldest brother
. had separated himself'from the family. There was none
who could be called educatéd in that family.“Affer
the death of his father the whole burdeﬁlcf maintaining
the family fell on his mo%her, His mother was serving -
in-a hospital and had to rémain‘away from home for the

whole day and occasionally for the whole night also.

‘They lived in a small unvehtilated room for

'~ which they used to pay a rent of K.5/- per month. There
was no provision for the family group recfeation or

. some such thing in Eﬁe @ouse. The neighbours were poor,

and they were people coming from various castes,

As no body was to guide him,énd to look after

him at home, he lost interést in the family. The father
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who fondled him was dead and the mother was away on
duty. When she retufned from work, she was completely
éxhausted and so she could not take interest in his
activity. on the'conﬁréry‘she used to punish him
sometimes.. He was,spoiled by his friends. He lacked

training and guidance both at school and at home.

Office repopt ¢

In the Remand ﬁome; it was found‘that.he was
~normal in his_behaﬁiouf*with;all.-ﬂe did nét guarrel
with anybody. He had started to take interest in

séhool work. Yet, he pined for the family life, and

often desired to go home,
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Problem 2

A boy was quarrelling with Tthe other children
at the railway‘stétion; and'so he was caught by the
police and Was.handed over to the Superiptenaent of the
Remand Home, Duriﬁg'the in&estigation it was traced

_ that he had a grand father,

History :

The boy was 15 years old w1th a height of 3'-c"
and a welght of 50 lbs, His health was weak. He used to
run~away from the school as well as from the home.

He was interested in visiting theatres off and on. He
belonged -to a Brahimin famiiy and was found éegging
at the market as well as bh;thé‘railway platforms and
in trains also. He was one and the only‘child of his
parents. But he was neglected by his parenfs.‘ﬁis old

and weak grand father was unable %o look after him.

His father was haughty and used to beat his

‘wife unnecessarily. for triviasl matters. There was a
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cons»ant tug—of war between them. Ultlmately she

was tlred of! her husband ae she was not allowed oy
her husband to lead a peaceful llre.\So she left the
house. But he chased her wherever ‘she went:. The '
.;father reported that’ she had TUn awvay with anobher

" man, aﬂd since than nOthlne vas heard about her. The

- father loved the boy, but belng hot tempered and of

unstable mlnd, often punlshed him severely. 80 the boy
also did not llke %o stay ;1th hlm. His aather wvas a
'razlway servant ‘but! was dlsmlssed from serv1ce, on
being found 1n¢olved in a brlbery case. Moreover he

_used to keep concublne.x

The boy was afrald of hlS father and so .did not
'llke to stay with hlm. He wanted to stay with his
grand- Iather who gave hlm aJl sorus 01 freedom. Buk
the grandfather was unsble’ to malntaln him. His.
~gran.d father was worklng‘as a famlly prlest and‘wae
' sitting near the ‘river both in the morning and in the
"evenlng. There- he used to Derform some klod of rellglous
ceremonles and thus he earned hlS llvellhood Durlng
. hlS absence from the home, uhe boy wandered for the whole

day, as there was none to look after hlm and help hlm.
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Qffice report :

The'Sﬁpe:intehdent of the Rgmand Home gave the
opinion that his behaviour in the institution was
satisfacforiﬁ But-ocecasionally he used to pick ué
quarrgls with other phildnen. He was‘emotionally much
- disturbed. He craved more and more for mother's love.
His life was spoiled because he was the victim of a
broken.hqme he héd mérciléss beating from the father

and his grand father was unable to maintain him,



Problem 2

A pﬁlicé man’éaugh%:d;bby who was tfavélling
from ﬁhmedabad to Baroda without ticket. It was traced
that he- had a sister. She complalned that he was
habltuabed to steal from the house aﬂd to run avay
from the house as well as: the school He was simply
‘uncontrolable. Jhen he. was 12 years old, he was
undersxzed hav1ng 3'-8" helght and a Welght of 5 1bs.
He was fond of eating tasteful thlngs and to satisfy
his tastes, he used tosteal money from the home. His
grand father somehow’ used to tolerate his behaviour,
buplafter his death, there was none to take care of

this bOY.

His Lauher was a pollce~man who used to drink »
. heav11y and was also a regular gambler. He fell in
love w1th a Muslim woman of a low character, married
her and left the job. After that nothing was heard
about him. His mother lived with his uncle who was
ualso sentenced for. 6 months Jall His mother used to

lead an 1mmoral life with a man who often beat the boy.
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The boy had two sisters -who were both married and

lived with their husbands. He had also a brother

* who lived w1th the mother.

The boy Had nobody to look after him aftér
his grand father's aeath.fﬁe”did‘not like the '
~ behaviour of-hié”fathef:ahd mbthep. He was conscious
of the immoral agpectsi&f;his parenté“characters.
His sisters and grand féthef had:cﬁt off the
relation with hlS mouher..The boy was dev01d of
paren 1tal love aﬁd family llfe. He liked to study, but
he was disturbed because of the broaeh home and
‘parental neglect He loved his grand father, but
‘after his death he lost hls last support and became

'a vagabond.

Office report 3

ﬁe impreved to‘é;;argejextenh in the
institution. -His behaviour in the certified school
was quite satisfactory. He' showed a keen interest
“in study. He was not iﬁteregted i games. He did not
speak much with the other‘cﬁildreﬁ in‘thé‘institution.

- He was quiét and obedient by nature.
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‘Problem

‘A ﬁoliqe man caught one boy who was Quarfelling
in the market. He used to beg. His maternal uncle was
- traced after invégtigafioﬁ. He complained thgt nobody
was there to look after the boy, while he Wimself
was not in a positién to maintain him. The boy was
not interested in*stu@y,as_well as him home.- He wasl

@ofally‘out’6f~control forlhiﬁl '
History :

The boy was ugly‘aﬁd dirty. He waé 12 years old,
his height was 3'-6% and hls weight was 68 lbs. He was
‘a2 black-smith by cast. He suffered from ear and
throat»defects. ﬁe was not:inferéstéd in studﬁ. He was
smoking octasionally aﬁﬁ was‘ofteﬁ quarrelling
with other children. He was born illegitimately and
was begging and wandering fo;Fmany hours, even upto

iate at night.
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HisAfathér was évcaSual worker in a factory.
He was a gamblerggmd also & drinkard. He neglected
his family. He waS»géugﬁ§ 6y‘£he police for
Ldrinking and waé senténcéd. He.wés quayrelling Qith
“his wife and often ¢ame late at home.Sometimes he
did not return home at all, Fiﬁally he deserted
" his wife. His wife was leading an immoral life with
a Parsi. Sheialso‘occasiohally used to drink and
gamble, She se:&éd as-a dgﬁestic servant in a Parsi
family. She died during p;egnahcy, perhaps in act
of abortion. Her'brothe%-ﬁéslbcor and unable to
haintain his nephev. Theyzlivéd in a mud hut near

the houses of the lower strata of society.

He waS'illegitimétely‘born anﬁ SO0 none was
interested in his welfaré:LHe was totally neglected
b& all. He was éassively.a;lpwed to groﬁ.into a
vagrant child. Heé took' thé adyaﬁtage of his
spéech defect in begging. -~ He waé-unable to
adjust himself with tﬁe other chiidren in‘the
school énd in‘the:street; because they were

teasing and abusing him.



Office Report

He was quiet by'nature aécording to the.
superintendeﬁt. ‘Hié;maternél~uncle pretended to
be a poor man,xthough he was able en§ugh to look
after him. He was completely devoid- of parental
love. He wés*emotiénally distﬁrbed.‘ He showed

interest in craft-work and in games. -
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Problem :

A,middle—aged-mother:brought he:‘step-sén to
_the Superintendent and complained that the son often
threatened her with knife, and was beyond her
contrél:' He oftén‘pan away from the home after
‘stealing money from home. AHe.oﬁf and on brought-

‘quérrels for his mother to be ‘settled.

Hstory :

The boy was 14_years oid;‘his height was
41 1 6" and weiéh’t was 60 1bs. His ‘one éye was
’deféctive. He was not interestedAin'study‘aﬁd so
he left the school and served in a small factory
or occa51ona1ly served as a hotel boy. He was fmnd
of seeing pictures and gambllné.' He wes a
regular smoker 'He was the third child of -his

mother who died when ‘he was ten years old. His

. -father dled;whenuhe was»twelve years old..

He belonged to‘é’middlé"ﬁléss’family'gnd was N
finahcialiy,an so ééﬁnd. “'His father was an‘owne:
‘of.a'flouramill.~ Though hé*was\weak innhealﬁh,

 smoking, gambling and -drinking were his common vices.



The father married égaih a young widow after the
death of his first wife. His second wife has tﬁo
children by‘hervformér’hasband, His second wife
had illicit relation with anotherman and she
herself used to drink éccﬁsionally.' After two -

years of his second marriage he died.

The family 1ivéd in'an area where gquarrelling
and fighting were a normal feature. DPeople from
various castes lived together in that area. They
had their own houses. In part of the house of
this family, there was'a flour-mill, and the
other parﬁlﬁas used as their residence. After the
death of her husband, the boy's étep—mother beat
* him very often unﬁecéssarily. Often she turned

him out of the house.

4

He had strong complaints to make against his

stepwmother. He reported that she treated him

very badly, beat him severelj, and showed preference

féf her own.sons. Her complaints about him were
totally baseless, as he said. On the contrary he
alleged that she had~no_inténtion to give him his

share of his fathef?s property. Moreover, he

440



441

_hated the man who had~illiéit;felations with her.
‘From his point of view, that man was the root
cause- of ﬁrouble, for him in the house. So he

wanted to take revenge.

Office Report

He ran away twice from the institutidn, but
on both the occasions he returned. He worked
well under supervision. He liked to attend

laundry work. He was hard-working and obedient.



