SYNOPBIS

Introduction }

A

. The problem of dallnquency has recently been
the focus of much attcntlon of pbychologlsts,
ééucatlonlsts and - SOClﬁl workers at home and abroad.
Muéh work has been done on this subgect in America
énd Engiand. In comparlson to the work in the
'forelgn countrles, perhags Indla is practlcally far
behlud o solve her problem.i Whatever llterature and
research publlcatlons .are avallable Ou ‘the subgect
'pertalnlng R73 dellnquency can mostly be obtalned
" from countriés oﬁher than Indla. The movement of
Remand. Homes for the young offenders has been a very
‘recent attempt in thls dlrectlon in Indla and thls
has malnly oeen the source of 1nsp1rat10n to some
enthusiastic research workers in out country by way
“of. at ieaét beihg the'soﬁrcefof infoﬁﬁatign aﬁd_data
5ecessany in any sc1ent1fxc work. Thé pfeseni inve-
otlgatlon 1s one such effort - studylng systematlcally

some of the basic - factors of guvenlle dellnquency

iln some of the diStrleS of Gugarat.



The proﬁiems ofyde1inquency is‘not‘ﬁére‘
abstraction, but somgthing concreté which is a part
ofhihe social life of the people. - It is a living
problem and so it shéuld not be neglected. If
] neglecued, it undermines not only social but also

_ natlonal 11fe.,

Recently it has attracted thé attention of ihe
nation. and sociefy;"ﬁgtlnéthing ie done and much
remains tO'bé done fn:the fiéld. Here the investi-
gator has made an humble effort to tackle sc1ent1f1-
cally and systematlcally thls problem as it exmsts

in one part of our country viz. Gugarat.

‘Eroblem :

" Delinquency signifieé merely misconduct.. To an
individual it is_hié own " adjustment to his environ-
" ment aﬁprqved by him tﬂopgh notrnecessérily by others.
It is to hi@ just-as mudh é reéponse to inner drives
and.ouuer stimuli as any other krnd of conduct. It
1nd1cates a failure on the part of the individual
to.make a soc1ally,acceptab1e adaptatlpnﬁto thg
reéuirementé of thé'sdcigtj, It means a conduct in

_.econtravention of socially accepted norms of a -
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" particular time It varled from such mlnor offences
; like truancy and Lylng to such major offences 1ike

murder and assault.

Importance :

Geneﬁally people have considered the problem

" of delinqueﬁcy a8 a case of minor importance, but
with the advance of psychology, it has occupied a
place«of major intefest to social workers and
reformers. It has not only soc1al 1mp0rtance but
also national 1mportance.- This problem much
‘neglected ;earlier has now-a-days become the issue
>of vitél concern. jIp needs‘attention‘of all.

Recent years have Witnessedidefinitely an increase
in the percentagé'of'delinquency. We read everyday
in the news papers sémethiné about sn adult crimina-
. lity, ﬁhelroots(Qf*which can be traced to juvenile .
delinquency. Dealing with juvenile. delinquents at
the startlng level 'is the economlcal way to be pursgued
for decrea31ng the crzmes in the society. It is
easier to deal wlthrguvenlle delinquents than the
adult criminals.r Chiidren aré in their formative

- period of life;. the knowledge of chlld psychology

‘ helps the worker; the co-operation of chlldren can

be easily enllsted,, Thelr.case hlstories are short
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and fresh; data can bé easily accumulated. All these
suggest the importance and urgency and at the same

time pracficabilihy;of dealing with Jjuvenile erimes.

" Purpose bf.stﬁdztz

In~#iew’bf the importance of the problén, the
1nvestlgatlen was undertaken with regard to study
factors of guvenxle dellnquency among chlldren of
some dlstrlcts of Gugarat. It is hoped that this
attempt w1ll be most welcome at the tlme of the new
creation of the Gugarat State. The State has to
lface many new problems and the results of this inves-
tlgatlon Wwill be of some use to ﬁhe 3001a1 workers

‘of the new State in matter of vital 1mportance, vig.

) welfare 0T the young

Plan angdgrocedure 3

Primary approach o’ Lhe analy31s of cxume is
the exploratlon of the forces and c1rcumstances
that lead to crlmes. These may be traaed to. the .
worklng ox the mental endowments of the crlmlnal
against his family background and ‘his phy51cal and
social env1xonments. Conduct may be said to,con31st
of the result of 1nterplay between 1nnate ‘consti-

ftutldn and env1ronmenual forces.“



) EVenyideiiﬁquent or eriminal’aet has.itg ofiéin

in mult1p11c1ty of causes, often 1nterwoven and

: confused. But stlll there 1s some, cause whlch is -
“domlnatlng or, acceleratlng the result 1n a partlcular
Cage.‘ In order to arrrve at the clearest causatlon
‘e%“crlne, eomparlson is a fundamental method, A
niumber of- dellnquents have been compared w1th on-
| dellnquents and thelr 81m11ar1t1es and dliferences
have been studled here. Most of other studles have
vaguely or 1n general terms enllsted ‘s number of
1ncldenual or’ acc1dental factors as canses of -delin-
quent behav1our. The author feels that bhese may
not be’ necessarlly ‘causes but aoncamlttant Varlables.
necondly, some of. the oft-quoted maJor factors of ten,
' 1nteract w1th others and conceal the maln effects .
other iay. Only an adequate experﬁmemtal design .
| manxpulatlng the needed Varlables and controllxng
other ones Can brlng ﬁhe true effchs of the faetors
" to be studled. In view ox thls the author has tried
to keep some oe the commoneSu Varlable censtant xn
xboth the groups and manlpulated the rest. Delln-
quency has been mostly observed to be 1n01dental to
the level of nge, 1nte111gence and economlc status
‘and these mostly obscure the effect of other factors

e a33901atea w1ﬁh dellnqueney To study 1ater, the

Y



author has carefully‘introdaced a@ experimenial
~control by keeping thé'fonnef three, viz., age,
intelligence and economic status constant in both

the groups of delinquents and non-delinguents.

Sample : -

In this present investigation two groups ﬁave
been selected, viz;? delinquents and non-delinguents
which are termed as experimental and control gféqps
_reépeqtively. Eacﬁrgroup consisted of one hundred
ana fifty children.: The suﬁjects came from represe-
ntative areas of Guﬁéaat where certified schools
were available, viz., Surat, Bfoach aﬁd‘Barodé
districts.— Members of the experimental group were
selected from the certified schools which admitted
“and educated the juvenile offenders. Members of the
.coﬁtrol group were selected frdm the normal ‘school-
going population. In selecting the members of the
control or normalﬁgroup rating method was used. The
child was rated as non-delinguent on the basis of a
rating sheet by ﬁea;ﬁers. Qniy boys served as
subjects in both the groupszas certified schools in

this area used to admit only delinguent boys.



Da@a :

Data 6f expefimental group weréyobtaineé froﬁ
the records in the certlfled scnools, and also
1nterv1ew1ng the chlld, the probation officers,

Asqperintendents of the said schools and also if
possible parents or guardiaﬁs of the child. The data
of -normal children were gathered from their school
records as well as from inteivieﬁing the child and
teachers. -In éhecking the data gathered almost all
“the available‘ﬁbssibie sources were used. For
vdetennining the level of intelligehce.“Progpessive

Matrices Test" was used.

First the records of 150 dellnquent chlldren '
were. prepared with respect 0 a number of 1bems of
'1nformation dn a record sheet, ~ Then. about 389
chlldren rated as nonnal by the teachers were studied
W1th respect to the same number of 1tems of informa-
tion. Attemﬁt was then made to match as many as
‘possible fromithe SEB‘with‘aiready éyailable delin-
) quents on the basis of age, intelligence and economic
. gtatus. At least 150 non-delinquents were aVallable
against 150‘delinqﬁents, members of both thg groups
_being almost individually equal in age, intelligence
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and economic status. This design enabled the investi-

gator to search out the other factors contributing

to delinguency.

The investigator has also used the family relation-
ship questionnhaire and character evaluation forms
devised by Dr. A. 5. Patel and Adjustment Inventory
_ standardised by Shri H. 5. Asthana. These enabled
thé author to study the diffefences in family adjust-
’ment, general adjustment aé well as character scores

of both the groups.

For cqllécting all the data, iﬁformation sheets
were used. They included many items which were
thought to influence juvenile delinguency. Items
Were-ehoseh qh the basis of opinionsg taken from the
gspecialists in the field, such as superihtendgnts
of ﬁhe certified schools, probation officefs, social
workers and authors in the field and also modified
with experience during the interview by the present
investigator. Some of the ;tems were included to know

the points of difference between the two groups.

Data on the following items were collected with

respect to the members of both the groups :
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(a) Information regarding the Child @
' 1. Legal status of the child.
2. Height and weight.
3. General health.
4. Disease. :
5.  Physical defect.:
G. Phyéical deformity. 4
7. Education. o ‘
© 8. Addiction.
9. ’Cinemé pfefer"éﬁceé; :
10. Reading prefer‘*enées‘._
11 Aubition. L
12. Any three preseént wishes in order
of preference', R
13. Dreans. , | _
14. Rank in the family.
15. Attitude towards father and mother.
16. Use of  leisure time. -

17. Employment. \
18. Economic p@efe's-si-eﬁ,f"’sg’gsswﬂ’

(b) Information regarding the éibling :
' 1. Number of siblings.
‘2. sibling relationship.
3. Disease preva;enﬂ among the siblings.

4. Criminality reﬁco'rd.



(c)

(@)

(e)

Information regarding ihg father -

Disease.

Education.

Addiction.

Occupation.

Attitude towards the Chlld and other
children in the famlly

Criminglity and 1mmora11ty record.

% 3

Infonmétion‘regarding thé mother :

1.

2.

1.
2’
3.

4.

5.
6.
7.

Diseage.
Education.
Addiction.

Occupatlon.

lAttltude towards the Chlld and other

children in-the family.

Criminality and immorality record.

: Information regarding ﬁhelhéme :

Types 6f ﬁbeffamily.,
Size of the family.
Marital status of the parents.

Relationsﬁip‘of‘the:parénts.

‘Earning members iﬁ~the‘family.

Discipline in the family.

Family group recreation. -
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8. Prov1slon for recreatlon 1n the famlly
2. Cohe31veness in the famlly ‘

-10. Entertalnlng the chlld's frlends
at home,

llf‘iHouse.

-12;‘ Number of rooms. )

13- Famllles dwelllng in the same bu1ldlng.
14, ‘Change of residence. '
;15, Nelghbourhood.

69)] Infonnatlon regardlng the dellnquency :
' ‘l,_‘Tyoe of, dellnquency committed.”
:2;, Age at’ flPSt dellnquency.
;'8i Act comm;ttedﬁln the company of.

_éf' bonductfin the éeftified school. -

: ntatlstlcal Analysis FHE

After collectlng ahe data of both the groups
.saparately, freaueney of 1nc1deﬁce df ‘a ngen factor
" among the experlmental group "was compared with that
- of the control group and dlfferences were found out.
A Chi-square Test was used to flnd out whether the
glven factor was statlstlcally 51gn1f1cant or. not.,
Further, the dlfferences ;n‘famlly adgustment; genefal

'adjustment and character ftraits were also studied.



Whether the dl:ferenceu 1n both the groups was
1gn1£1cant or not was determined w1th the help of
a 't' test. ' ‘

Summary of the Results

Followiqgifactors were found statistically.
significant. They are discussed in the main thesis

at length with facts and figures.

(A) The Child : ’
1. Legal Statug ¢ Tllegitimacy was found 1o be
» aséociate@ with delinquency, while not a
single non-delinguent child was foundﬂ

" illegitimate.

2. GQeneral health at the time of gelection :

Higher number of delinquent children were
found hav1ng weak and average healthful
"living while few showed symptoms of good
health in camparlson to non-delinguent

children.,

Information was algso obtained regarding the
height and weight,{diseaéé, physical defect
and deformity'prevélgnt_in both the groups.
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. 3. Eguchion.:_‘Non-delinqﬁénﬁ children Qere
selected from the school-going population
so in this respect question of comparis&n
does not arise. B&t\higher number of
delinguent childrenjwére’having primary
éduéatio&, very few,Were having secondary
education, ﬁhilé'maﬁy'children were

illiterate.

4. Addiction : Delinquent children were more
addicted to smoking, gembling, drinking and
other addictions such as snuffing, tobacco

in comparison to non-delinguent children.

5. Qinems : Generally almost all the children
like to visit cinema, but delinguent children
were observed to like cinema visits to a
greater extent than‘nén-delinquent children.
Regaréing the type%bfléinéma preferred,
delinguent élways prefe?fed detective,
fighting pictures whiievnén-délinquents

preferred social and religious. -

| 6. Reading ¢ Though certain number of children

were illiterate, the rest alwagys likgd to



read-detective stories and the illiterate also
showed the same ﬁendgncy to listen to dete-
ctive stofies duringfintérview, WHilé non-
delinquent chlldren always preferred autobio-

graphies and short storles.

Bank in the family : Great number of delin-
gquent children were_?ouhd to be the oniy
child, the youngest or the eldest‘child in
the family, while nqn#déiinquent children

were observed to be intermediate.in rank in

the family. A

Information regardiﬁg the numerical rank in

the family and the tdtal number of siblings

~in the family of both the groups were also

obtalned.

Child!'s attitude towards father and mother

Generally dellnquent chlldxen showed an
attitude of indlfferepce and‘regectlon‘and
very few had a wafm é%titude'towafds‘the
father or mother, while non-delinquent
children-had warm and indifferent attitude
and very few had an attltude of regectlon

towards the father or moﬂher.4
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9. Use'of'ieisﬁfe timéf‘ Higher number of

delanuent chlldren were Iound pa381ng

their lelsure tlme 101ter1ng out81de the
home, near rallway statlon, bazaar, garﬁen
or. park and near the cinema theatres. Non-
delinquent children were found passing their

- leisure time in .a comstructive way.

~ 10. Emplbxment 2 More number of delinqﬁént

(B)

children were iound to be: labourlng 1n one
'way or ﬁhe other, e.g. serving as a,hotel
boy, shoe-ghiners, onliés,;vendors,
domestic servants;'étc.' Some delinquents
were doing black-ﬁérketing in cinems tickets,
sone ﬁefé'éarhingjﬁy og@ppying seats in the
railway céméartmentSJfér'thé’péSSengers.
'Dellnquents wers not found regularly.
Infonmatlon regardlng thear economic “
posse331ons such as sources of pocket—money,
the amount per week, dlsposltlon of money,

etc. was’also-gathered.;

Slbllngs :;
'1. Both the groups 51gn1f1cant1y dlffered in

thelr relatlonshxp towards 31b11ngs.A More
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delinquents were found having indifferent
" and hostile relationship with their sib-
lings, while more non-@elinquénts were
found having warm and indifferent relatioﬁ-

ship with their giblings..

Information was also obtained regarding

the disease prevalent among the siblings.-

2. Criminaliﬁx Rgcofd : Higher numbér of

“delinquents had more than one sibliﬁg
invoiﬁgﬁ”in criminal acts.
(C) Father o } .

1.. Addiction : ﬁaxhers in both the groups also
showed differencesnin their habits and
addiétions. A greater number of delinquent
children had fathers whé were addicted to

| drinking and gambling in comparison to the
fathers of the non-delinguent children.

Information regarding the disease prevalent
among the fathers of both the groups is

also summarized.
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2. Eduégtigg : »A‘éreat number~af’féthers of
thé delinguent children were mosﬁly
illiterate. Faxhérs of the non-delinguent
children had education at least upto
primary, also upto. secondary énd soﬁe even

upto college levei.

3. Qcecupation : Fathers of thé'delinquenp
cﬁildren were found working in-the mill or
factory, serving as labourers, or as

_ seasonal labourers or vendors, while
fdfﬁérs»oﬁ the normal children were‘fqund
sgrving in Government Departments or in
@rivate firms, some were also found carrying

~on business.

Generally, fathers of the delinguent

children were irregular in.their pccupation.

4. Attitude towards children in the family @

Fathers of the delinguent children were
found partial and discriminating between

children in the family.
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 Cr1m1nal1ty gnd 1mmora11tv : ngher rate

of crlmlnallty and 1mmora11ty wag found )
‘amonﬁ the fathers of the experlmental group

in comparlson to- “the contral group.

(D). Mother :

1.

Addiction ¢ Mothers in both the groups

showed difference in their habits and.
addiétiéns; ‘Higﬁer:numbér'of tﬁé'mothers
of : the dellnquent group were addlcted to
smoking, drlnklng and gambl:m,g than the

_ mothers of tne normal group.

Infofmation‘fegarding the digease prevalent

among the mothers of both the grbgps-was

‘Vobfained.

Eéﬁza&igg : Equal number of mothers of both

the groups were illiterate but more mothers

of the members of the normal gfoup had

educﬁrion\ubto primary level than that of
the delinQuent‘grodp._ Very few mothers of
the normal group ‘had educatlon upto secondary

level, whlle none had college educatlcn.
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““irregular in their work.

e

Qeccupation : Iore mothers of theﬂdélinquent
children were found working, generally they
were working as labourers of'as seasonal
labourers or as‘domesﬁiC‘sefvants,-'Some
were also found vendors. Very féw:mothers
of the non-delinquent children Qerevworking
as le.xbourers‘ outside. Most of the mothers
were housewives, and those ﬁhat working

and not maintaining, were wbrking at their

own house and not outside.

“Mothets of -the experimental group were

Attitude towards children in the family :

Mothers of the delinquent children were

found partial and discriminating between

children in the family.

Criminaiity and Jmmorality Mothers of

the delinquent children were found having

‘criminality and immorality record in -

comparison to non-delinquent group.

|

~



(E) - Family :

1. "Broken Homes : A significantly greater

number of -delinquent children were coming

from broken families.

Information regarding the marital status
of ‘t‘rie parents, types of the famfi.ly', the

care taken etc. is also summarized.

2. Parent's Mutusl Ré;ggiohshig : The fathers

and the mothers of the delinguent children

showed far.pobrer, not‘smoothér“with~their

other partner than that of non-delinguent

children. ..

3.. QM&M&Q@EEW : Higher number

* of delinquent children were coming from

families having“poor cohesiveness than the

non-delinguent children.

_ Family group recreation : Greater number

. of non-delinguent children had often and

‘occasional family group recreation programmes

in’ comparison to delinguent children.

- Information regarding the earning members

in the family, attitude towards entertaining
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the chlld's frlehds at homes was also

. collected.

Tox

'Bisciplire in the family : Practically

higher number. of non-delinguent children

were treated by their parents with normal

“rules of conduct. Delinquent children

were brought up under strict discipline

or idck of diécipline in the family.

”lnformatlan regardlng the method sdopted .

by parerts in the family for controllxng

* the child in both the grqups was also

_summarized.

Neighbourhood # Delinguent children were
found coming from poor‘neighbourhéod and
’env1ronment. Oﬁiy\a few delinquent child-

“‘ren were comlng from fair and good neigh-

L

‘bouxhood.

(1) 8ize of the family.

2)” Prov131on for recreatlon in
) ~the home. :

(3) »Overgrawdlng in the home.



Information regarding number of roofs,
rent perﬂmbnth, number of the families
dwelling in the game building ete. is

also’ summarized in case of both the groups.

Finally, resuits of the family’relaﬁionship
questidnnai}e,'chafacter.evaluation form and
adjustment inventory have been discussed. Greater
number of délinquént children were maladjusted
with themselves as well as in their relations with
family members. Members of the dé;inquent group
weré also rated gignificantly lower in the. various
character. traits. . Differences bepween‘ﬁﬁe two
>groﬁ§é~in ;he"fa@ily adjustment, dharaéter traits
éﬁd general-adjustment were founé.statistically

significant.



