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CHAPTER IV
ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

4,1 INTRODUCTION

The present study is concerned with (1) an
inguiry into reading interests of pupils of standards VIII,
IX and X, (2) to find out if‘there is any relationship
between reading interest and standard (grade),. age, sex,
intelligence, socio-economic status and academic achieve-
ment of pupils, and (3) to find out the difference among

various groups of the independent ¥ariables.

The fourth chapter is devoted, therefore, to the
analysis and interpretation of the data gathered on read-
ing interest that is the dependent variable, and other
independent variables like standard (grade), age, sex,

intelligence and scademic achievement.

As mentioned in the previous chapter, the data
were collected randomly from the entire population of
standards VIII, IX and X of ten English medium schools
of Baroda city. The number of the same came upto six
hundred and seventynine., The investigator scored the
gquestionnaire, and with the help of the computer mean,
standard deviation, 't' value, correlation were found
out. The computerised analysis of the data are presented

in this chapter with the help of different tables and



statistical figures.

Fer the convenience of analysls and interpretatien

the fourth chapter is divided inte three sections:

SECTION I -

SECTION II

SECTION III -

deals with the findings te meet
the objective number ene that 1is
to inquire inteo reading interests
(extre-reading) ef pupils eof
standards VIII te X.

deals with analysis and interpre-
tation of the data teo see the

relationship of reading interest

with standard, age, sex, S.E.S.,
intelligence and academic

achievement.

presents the analysis and inter-
pretation of 't' values to shew -
the difference among varieus groups

i~
of the/dependent variables.
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SECTION I

4.2 FINDINGS ON READING INTERESTS OF
PUPILS OF STANDARDS VIII TO X

The data en the questiennaire en reading interests
- were cellected =and snalysed. Details abeout the questiennaire
and the scering precedure have been discussed already in .
Chapter III. An attempt is being made in this sectien teo
present the results through different tables and figures

in erder to get a clear picture of the nature of reading

interests of pupils studying in stwndards VIII te X,

TABLE 4.1

Means snd Standard Deviations ef Seven
Variables

- . - o - - LT R T T -.....-,....---------‘_-—u‘_qn_u‘ - - - -

Varia- Reading Stand- Age Sex S.E.S. Acade- Intelli-

bles Inter- ard nic .gence
est Achieve-
ment
Mean 74.63 1.96 1.87 1.50 1.99 1.95 1.24
S.D. 7.43 0.8 0.8 0.49 0.68 0.58 0.52

In the table above the means and standard devie-
tions of the entire sample in all the seven varlables are

given. The poepulatien prefile 13 shewn in Fig. 4.1. Values
I
assigned te d:l.f(ferentédependent variables have been explain-
Table 4.1)
ed in Chapter III1./The mean reading interest score of the
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total group (679 students) is 74.63, whereas standard devia-
tion is 7.43. The table gives a bird's eye view eof the
total sample in regard te reading interest (extra-reading).
A comparative study of the mean reading interest scores of
different cross sec’ci@ns‘ of the group 1in relation te the
positien of the entire sample 1s alse feasible frem the
table. Mean plus one standard deviation (M + 1 3 ) will
determine higher reading interest group (82.08), mean minus
one standard deviation (M - 1 & ) will give los reading
interest group (67.20) and mean (74,63) will signify nerm
or reference point. '

(b) Mean gnd S.D, of Reading Interest Sceres
against Different Variable Greups

] The Table 4.2 (en the next page) shows the means
and standard deviati@ns:@f reading Interest scores agsinst
different groups ef tbé?ﬁépendent variables, which can be
compared with méan reading interest score of the entire

sample and it may lead te some interesting results (Fig.4.2).

‘The mean reading interest sceres of standard VIII
is 73.94; of standard IX is 74.85 and that of standard X
is 75.16, A comparison with the mean of the entire sample/
clarifies that the mean reading interest scores of standard
VIII pupils are a little lower then that of the total
score, but that of standard IX is almost equivalent te the
tetal mean score, whereas that of standard X is more than

the total mean score, It implies that reading interest of
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pupils of standard VIII is less than that of the total group.

t

The reading interest of standard X en the ether s hand is
more in comparisen to the tetal greup and that of pupils of
standard IX is almost equivalent to the mesn reading inter-

est score of the entire sample.

Several studies have been done in western ceuntries
‘as well as in India en reading interest of secondary level
students. These studies, however, are more concerned with
finding out sex differences In reading preference and -
selection ef reading materials etc. (Nervell, 1946; Anderson,
1948; Manchar, 1953; Nalk, 1963; and Thakur, 1966). The study
of Elizabeth Peterson (1955) who concluded that reading
interest 1s lewest in grade or standard VIII supports the
findings of the present stydy. -

(¢) Preference te Types of Books

. The reading interests of students are best revealed
through their preferences to different kinds of beoks other
than téxt beegs. W;th this purpoese in view ghe‘investigator
in the question number 3(a) of the guestionnaire provided a
1list of nineteen types of books and asked the students to
rank them according to thelr preferences by putting number '
one to the first cholce, number twe te the second choice
and so on. All the first preferences were taken inte account
and percentages of students giving first cheice to each
type was found out and ranking was dene accerdingly. The
Table 4.3 shows the type of books, percentages of students
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glving first cheice to each item and the calculated rank for

TABLE 4.3

Percentage of the First Preference to Differ-
ent Iypes of DBocks and Their Ranks
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each item.
sr. T TR ercen
No. Types of Beoks
1. Story Books
2. Nevels v
3. Comic/Humorous Boeks
4. Biography ‘
- 5., Autobiography
6. Drama ,
Te Encyclopaedia
8. Science Books
9. Essay and Letters
10. Career Books “
11. General Knowledge Boeks
12. Books enﬁPeetry
13. Beeks on Religion _
14. Books on Art and Music”
15. Books on Astrology
1. Books on Agtronomy
17. Books en Palmistry
18, Books on Sex Sc%ence
19. yourself Series

13.1

1
4
2
17
10
?.
.
5
11
13
3 -
14
12
9
18
15
19
16
8
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R s e e 2 — R e



iie6

As evident frem the table above the stu&ents prefer
the story boeks the most (by 38.3 per cent) and sc in rank-
ing it was placed first. The next in rank comes the comic
or humoreus types of boeks for which 37.9 percentages of
students voted their first choiée. Books on general knowledge
were preferred by 34.8 per cent (third in renking) whereas
novels were given the first cheice by 29.2 percentages of
stadeﬁts (fourth rank). Drama er play was given the first
cheice by 13.6 percentage of students. An equal percentage
of students (13.1 per cent) liked "Do it yeurself series"
which are self-instructienal materials. Encyclepaedia or
knewledge boeoks are liked the most by 19.6 percentage of
students. Books on essay and letters were liked by 10.2
percentage and almest the same percentage of students
(10.4 per cent) preferred reading autebiegraphy. The other
i:ypes of books.like: blegraphy, poetry, books eni religlien,
art and music, astronomy,etc. are not ggveurite among
students as a meagre percentage of them showed preference

t@wards th@se (Figo 4.3)0

Frem whatever is mentiened above, it is clear that
although students prefer reading different kinds of boeks,
their best cheices are story books, cemics or humerous

books, books on general knewledge and novels.

~ Manohar (1953) and Thakur (1966) had similar findings.
Another observatioen that may be made ffom the table 1s that

students' reading interest does net cluster around any
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particuler types of boeks as there is ne high pércentage of
respense towards any particular type (the highest percentage
being only 38.3). This may be due te the fadt that the
sample being frem teenag'e group the interest for extra- ,
reading is in diffused conditien and méntally snd emctienally
students are net yet in a position to probe deeply inte any

speclal area or subject of reading.

(@) Preference to Types of Stories

It has been observed that students generally choose
story books, nQVels, plays, ete. for extrapfeading or
leisure time reading. In order to enquire what types of story
books are preferred mest by children, in questien number 3(b)
of the questiennaire, Students were asked to rank the given
types of stories under 'Like very much', 'Like a little!’
and 'Dislike'. The Taﬁle'&.4 shows the peréentage of

respendents under each category.

It is evident from the table given en the next page
that the majority ef the students (68.70 per cent) like the
detective steries very much. The next in préferenée comes -
ghost stories (by 64.93 per cent) and crime stories (by 44.14
per cent) respectively. The most disliked type on the other
band is leve stories. More than forty per cent (45.6 per
cent) of students dislike it. Steries on home life are dis-
liked by 28 per cent, whereas fictions and folk tales are
disliked by slmest an equal percentage of pupils (24.8 per
cent and 24 per cent respectively) (Fig. 4.4). '
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IABLE 4.4

Percentage of Pupils Shewing Preference to
Different Types of Stories

OSSN g O wm g W D s W R P e VDG gy ey Uy g e N G TRy o D S o Wt TP Dy e T g AR W W o, g e T gy WD Wy

Sr. Like very Like a

No. Iypes of steries much little Dislike
1. Fairy Tales ‘ 30.00 53.80 16.20
2. Anima]l Steries 22;20 56,60 21;20
3. Air Stories T 380.20 45.32 23.78
4, Stories eon Home Life 29,00 43.00 28.60
5. Detective Stories 68.70 18.10 13.20
6. Ficti@ps 40.82 35.00 24.18
7. Folk Tales 33.76  42.24  24.00
8. Love Steries 27.50  26.80  45.60
9. Ghost Stgries N 64.92  22.69 12,59
10. Crime Steries 44.14  29.14 26,72

11. Travel Stories 38.82 42.53 18.65

e S g, s 2 - ™ st Tt o S et o S MR e S8 BT e S S g ST s G o W . N SR 1, Y
fdt gt A e s T o e i, iy ot . L et e D i ol gt Sp i T . I s L
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-Frem the students' respenses, it may be observed
that in general majoerity of them like te read different
types of story beeks, But in comparisen te other types meost
of them like detebtive and ghost stories very much. This may
be due te ilnquisitive nature of adolescent mind that they

are more Interested in detective and ghost steries.

The students shoved least preference towards leve
stories and stories on heme life. The majority of the sample

being from teenages group may net have much sexual urge and
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therefore, are not interested in so-called ieve stories.
Again, the boys agd girls of adolescent stage are by nature
of extrevert type and due te their gregarieus tendency, like
the environment outside the home more and that may be the
reason feor their disliking of stories based on home and

family - 1ife.

(e) Preference to Types of Novels

An attempt was made to see the types of novels
- 7
liked best by children. The table below gives the percentage

eof students' preference to different types of novels.

TABLE 4.5

Percentage of Pupils Shawing Preference to
Different Types of Nevels

D e TP an O G g T gy W D W TR Ny s g O g W O Wy TPy O - - . - vy Sy g a WA TS e Ty, W

Sr. i ) Like very Like a

Neo. Types ef nevels much little Dislike
1. Romantlc Novels 32.20 31.45 36.35
2. Actipn Ngvels 52.72 35.28 12 .00
3. Descriptive Novels 30.83 43.69 25.48
4, ﬁistqrical Novels 44.70 33,20 22.10
8. ’S@cial Nevels 24.21 45.93 29.86
6. Satirical Nevels . 36 .65 38.65 24.70
7. Mythological Nevels 33.24  42.69  24.07

—— pw— — —— - - — S - o I i, s —
s S A o KD iy et o st S T vt U IE S e T were T e ST L T T e e 8 e N e, e ST T S e -

Y e TS e e e =T me—= = = = B omms

As evident from the Table 4.5 actlon novels that

deplcts characters involve in~actians attract more than half
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of the pepulation, the percentage being 52,72. Next in

preference cemes histafical novel (44.70 per cent),wherexss
the stery 1is based en histerical facts. The third rank was
given te satirical novel (36.65 per cent) where the author

eriticises social - evils in a humorous way.

The most disliked type of novel is romantic nevel
as 36.35 per cent of stuqénts showved disliking tewards it.
The result is justified by the fact that the same group show-
ed disliking towards love steries too. The other types dils-
liked by students are social novels (29.86 per cent);
descriptive novels (25.48 per.caat),£mythelagical nGVeiS

(24.07), etc. (Fig. 4.5).

It is natural for adelescents with superfluous
physical énd mental energy te prefer action and historical
nevels where characters depict physical and mental feats.
They dlslike social, descrdptive snd mytholegical novels
due to its teo muchndescripti§e and moralizing character
which the teenaged beys and girls find bering.

(f) Preference to Types ef Plays

In erder te see the preference or etherwise of

students for different types of plays or dramas students

- were asked to tickmark (_/) under any ene of the columns

('Like very much', 'Like a little' and 'Dislike') according
ie their cholce égainsg the type of play»given in questien
number 3(b) of the queséi@nnaire. The Table 4.6 shows the
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results in percentage form:

TABLE 4.6

Percentage of Students Shawing Preference To-
wards Different Types of Plays -

W T O gy qur W NPTV oy W g T Wy g gy TR Dy g Y ey e g W gy W Y ey G A W T U o an T U Wy

Sr. Like very Like a
No,. Types of plays much 1ittle Dislike
1. Historical 47.65 38.27 14,08
2.  Secial 31.03  47.62  21.35
3.  Political | 26.3¢  37.32  36.34
4.  Remantic 40.10  30.80  29.82
5. Abstract 27.89 44,22 27.89
6. ~ Actien 62.72  26.13  11.15
7.  Mythological | 33.35  41.55  25.10
8,  Poetic | 33.55  33.86  26.59
9.  Satirical 37.8  31.10 ' 31.04
10.  One Act ‘ 59.22  24.82  15.96
11, . Monelogue 27.83 37.31 34.86
12. biglogue ) 62.79  27.32 9.89
13,  Radio, T.V. plays 69.24  24.24 8.52
SEaEmomRoS R =‘=‘..;======== EDoRO ISt s al e ST RrRTE aSE e T e e

0f different types of plays as shown in the table
the most
above, Radie and B.V. plays are liked/by maximum number
(69.24 per cent) of students. The other two types almest
equally liked are dielogue type (62.79 per cent) and action
type (62.72 per cent). Only abeut 40 per cent of students

prei‘ef romantic and historical plays.
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The most disliked type of play is the one whiech is
based on pelitical facts and events. 36.34 percentage of
students dislike 1t. Monologue plays en the other hand are
disliked by abeut 34;86 percentage of students. (Fig. 4.6)

From these findings it may be observed that of
diff;rent types of plays Radie and T.V. plays are popular
ameng majority ef students. It may be for shert duration of
such plays er because students are mere accustoméd to
enjoying them. The plays based on political backgreund are
disliked by most of the students. The reason behind may be
that the roles played very often by the ppliticians NOW- o=
days have created some kind of gpathetle feelings in the

- minds of young adolescents towards pelitics and hence they

are not keen on poli@ical plays.

(g) Preference te Types of Blegraphies

Biographies alse form an important material eof
extra-reading. In erder to enquire the types of bieographies

preferred by students the investigater in guestion number

3(b) of the questieonnaire named several types of blegraphies

and asked the students te tickmark (_/) under sny one of
the colum 'Like very much', 'Like a little' and 'Dislike’.
The results in the formm of peréeatage are given ih.Table

4.7.
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TABLE 4.7

Percentage of Students Shewing Preference
te Types ef Biegraphies

Y o Ty e o A O ot W D VDAY gy G R T D A ARty T D W gy Wy gy WD gy vy W S gy WD Wy WDy o B P iy Ay o

Sr. Like very Like a ,
No. Types of Biegraphies . muach little Dislike
l. Biographies of men 30.14 52.38 16.48
2. Biographies of women 32.72 43.34 23.87
3. Biegraphies of scientists 72.41 10,97 7.52
4, Bilegraphies ef writers 53.65 34.46 11.%9

5. Biographies of social leaders 32.49 39.37 28,14
6. Biegraphies of peliticsl

leaders ‘ 31.59 39,14  29.27
7. Bilegraphies of sportsmen 73.77 17.68 8.55
8. Biographies of film stars 44,37 35,75 19,83

9. Blographles of great artists 56.83 29.82 13.35

s S et T e e T W s . gy S D 0% g g e S W O VR e, O T Al s S U g A D T o VO R s S D o R p——
' e - S T Tl i cueis Tkt T e S e ot o, e et o L T e s e o

Frem the Table 4.7, it is very much evident that
bi@graphiés ef spoertsmen and sclentists are the meost popular
ameng students. Blegraphles ¢f sportsmen are liked by -
maximum percentage (73.77) of students and nearly the same
percentage (72.41) alse like biegraphies ef scientists,
?iegraphies"@f writers and great artists are alse liked much
by more than fifty per cent of the sample, the percentage
being 56.83 in case of artists and 52.65 in case of writers.

The mest disliked of all the different types of
biegraphies is that of pelitical leaders (29.27 per cent).
The other types disliked much by students are biographies
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of secigl leaders (28.14 per cent) and biographies of women
in general (23.87 per cent).

Sperts and games are very popular pastimes ameng
adclescent boys and girls eof teday. Therefore, a major
percentage (73.77) of them shevwed preference towards biogra-
phles of sportsmen. The‘medem. age 1s a age of sclence and
scientific development. As teday's children are aware of these
developuents, a large number of them (72.41 per cent) showed

preference towards reading blographies ef scientists;

The most disliked biogrsphy is the bilographies of
political leaders. It may be due te the fact that our pelitic-
al leaders could not put up a clean and ideal image of theme
selves in the minds of the grewing children and hence the
sample showed very less inclination tewards reading biogra-
phies of political leaders. The same may be thg case with
seclal leaders whose blographies are totally disliked by
28.14 per cent of children (Fig. 4.7).

A striking feature observed here 1s that both fer
political afd social leaders the percentage flgures of
liking and disliking have been very nearly eqﬁal. A great
majority of students, it appears, have not been able to
make a distinction: between the pelitical leaders and secliel
leaders. 1t might'be due to the fact that no seclal leader
has been able to make any impact inzg?,nds of the younger

generation,
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(h) Preference to Types of Poems

In order to see the types of poems preferred by
children; several types of poeems were mentiomed in the
questien number 3(b) of the questiennaire and students were
asked to tickmark (_/) udder any ene eof the celumm 'Like
very much', 'Like a little' and 'Dislike'. The percentage
of the respendents were calculated snd given belew in Table
4.8,

TABLE 4.8

Percentage of Students Showing Preference
te Different Types of Poems

________ M W S W N AP D R WDy TR WE IR R D TR U WD gy By Sy W T D oy gy S T o e gy gy gy e T Gy W E

Sr. ’ - Like very Like a

No. Types of poems - much 1ittle Dislike
1. Modern poems 39.24 42~.35 _ 18,14
2. Mystic poems 30.68 ‘46.89 22,43
3. Patrietic poems . 62.86  24.52  12.62
4. Religious peems 43440 41.86 14.74
5. Rhythmic poems 58,39 22.72 18.89
6. Mythological peems 30.41 40.65 28,94
P e P P S e e e e S AU S S8

More than sixty per cent (62.86 per cent) of the
group as can be observed frem the above table prefer reading
patriotic poems. Next in preferences are rhythmic poems
(1iked by 58.32 per cent) and religious poems (43.40 per
cent). On the other hand; the most disliked tyﬁes of poems
are ﬁytholegical (disliked by 28.94 per cent) and mystile
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(by 22.43 per cent) peems.

The fact that majerity ef students (62.26 per cent)
shewed preference tewards patriotic peems reveal their
concern for mother land. Mytholeogical peems, en the ether
hand, is disliked by most of the students. It may be due to
the fact that they are not familiar with such poems or they
de not like the myths themselves (Fig. 4.8).

(1) Newspaper Reading

Newspaper is one of the very common and pepular
reading material. In erder te find out the nature ef news-
paper reading among students a questien was asked on it
(Q.4(a) . The responses to the ciuesticm are given below in

the form of percentage in Table 4.9.

TABLE 4,9

Percentage en Newspaper Reading Q.4 (a)

- T B W gy s A WPy W T WD Wy sy W AR T W Sl o O WD M TD a wp T a W p W gy Ry WS WD g WS W

Daily Sometimes Rarely Never ’

g Ry gy T NN o, D M W e R RS W R R W S WS W TN e Dy O N AR D D A o o T WA TR gy T Ty " wy -

Percentages 76.21 21.62 2.06 0.14
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_ It is evident from the responses as shoun in the
table above, newspapers are very widely read by students.
More than seventy per cent (76.21 per cent) read newspaper
daily, whereas enly 21.69 per cent read casually. A very
few read rarely and an insignificant number do net read at

all (Fig. 4.9).
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Newspaper is the cheapest and most easlly available
reading material. It is kept by almest every heuse-helder.
Therefore, students coming from different seclo-econemic
conditions can afferd to read it. Again, besides publishing
diffez:ent news items, newspapers alse publish varieus
articles, cemics, cross-word puzzles and other advertisements
which attract students' interest te a great extent. 4s a
result, it has been observed that more than seventy per cent
of the pupils read newspapers daily. Badami and Badami (1970)
in their study on reading interest of college students alse
observed that more than @0 per cent of the sample read

newspapers dally.

In a newspaper besides different news items many
other items of interest are published. The Investlgator
tried te find out which type of items published in a news-
peper attract students' attention more or are liked more
by the students. The investigater after carefully gbing
through varieus items published In a standard newspaper
listed out as many as seventeen items aad asked the students
to put one cress 'X' to the items liked in general and
double cross 'XX' to the 1tems liked the mos(tC{Z%%x? )items
1liked most were picked up te see the students' intense
liking fer different items and are presented in Table 4.10

in percentage form.
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TABLE 4.10

Percentage of Students' First Preference to
Different News Items

D s A R Gy N S ey wp Wy Y U WD g gy W W W I gy W Oy e Wy WD gy W A o o Wy

gg: News items Percentage
1. Internationa news 22.2
e National news 14.5
3. Local news | 8.5
4. Cgrrent news ‘ 10.4
5. Adventure and Crime nevws 22.9
6. Sports news ‘ 34.7
7. ?elij:ical nevws | 2.8
8. Edqucationsl news ( 12.6
9. Editerial 4,8
"10. Advertisements '( 8,03
1ll. Cross-word puzzle 10.4
12. News “on business 5.5
13. News on movie art 12.3
14. Comic sectien 12.4
15. Astrological section 7.9
16, Articles ﬂ ‘ 8.8

17. Letters to .Editor 3.1
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N As evident from the above table, the maximum
percentage of students (34.7 per cent) like sports newsa
the most. ©Sperts being very popular with adolescent boys
and girls, it is likely that maximum percentage shewed
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interest in it. News on adventure and crime, and international
news are liked the most by 22.9 per cent and 22.2 per cent of
the students respectively. National news are liked the most
by 14.5 per cent of the students. Almost an equal percentage
of students (12.3 per cent) showed preference towards news on
movie, arts, etc. on one hand, and educational news (12.8 per
cent) on the other. News on current affairs and cross-word¥
puzzles are also liked by an equal percentage of students
(10.4 per cent in both the cases). Preference towards other
items as shown in the'Table 4.10 are negligible as a meagre
percentage of students showed preference towards them.(Fig.

t

4,10) .
(J) Reading of Journals ;

Journals or magazines are another reading material
frequently read by young mnd adults as well. In order to
inguire the popularity of Journal reading among young boys

and girls the investigator in guestion number 5(a) of the

. questionnaire asked them to tickmark (_/) under any one of

the columns - 'Regularly', 'Most of the time', 'Sometime' and
‘Never'. The respomses are given below in Table 4.11 in

percentage form and shown in Fig. 4.11.

TABLE 4.11
Percentage of Students Reading Journals
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Frem the responses, it is clear that unlike news-
papers, Jjournals are net very regularly read by students.
Only 29.9 per cent of the tetal samplé read magazines regular-
ly. 30.62 per cent of students read magazines most of the
time but not régularly, and the largest percentage (36.34)
reads semetimes only. A few (3.13 per cent) do net read

magazines at all.

As cen be observed from the table,only 29.91 per
cent of the pupils read journal regularly. This may be due to
the fact that joumals are cestlier than newspapers and then
there is a dearth of joeurnals sultable for adelescent reading

in this ceuntry.

In order to loecate the types eof jeurnals liked best
by studenis the investigator listed out the different types
of journals in broad categeries and asked the students te
put one cross mark (X) against the types liked in general
and two cross marks“(XX) against: the one liked the %2&?&2%£e
respenses te the "liked the best" were counted and percentage
of students respoﬁding each type in this category was
calculated. Details of the types of journéls and percentage
of students liked the most im each type is given below in

Table 4.12, and shown in Fig. 4.12.
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TABLE 4.12

Detalls of Percentage of Students Prefering
Different Types of Journals

- Mg v T A TR Ry T o T oo Dy e T G Wy Wy VO oy sy WD WDy W 2 WS WD g AP T A ARy Wy g WOV A s

Sr. Percentage
Ne, Types of Journals of students

1. Sperts jeurnals ‘ 41.6

2. Film jeurnals | 43.58

3. Science jeurnals ‘ 20.73

4. Children's journals 10.13

5 Comic and Humoreus jeurnals ) 22.20
6. Magazine en educatien 36.24

7. Religiens Magazines 6.55

8. Womens' Magazines ) 6.37

Q. Hebby ‘Magazines _ 11.34
10. Magazine on Literature 7.65
11. Magazone on Art and Music . 9.41
12. Magazone on Astrolegy 6.37
oS e N e e T e IR I I R e r e s et e e e e e BT e TR IR e e T e =t ==

~ Of twelve types of Jjoumals as can be ebserfed
from the tab;é nearly half of the studeﬁts (43.58 per cent)
like the film journals the most. Thelr second and third
choice fall on sperts journals (41.6 per cent) and journals
on education (36.55 per cent) respectively. Humoreus
journals are liked the most by 22.26 per cent and science
journals by 20.93 per cent ef students. Almest an equal

percentage of students like children's journal (10.13 per
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cent) and hHobby magagines (11.34 per cent). The remaining
types are liked by a meagre percentage of students (6 per
cent to 9 per cent) which show their disliking tewards those
types of magazines.

The fact that a large number of studeﬁts showed
preference in film journals can be attributed towards the
popularity of mevies or films among adelescent boys and
girls. The least liked are womens' magazine (6.37 per cent)
and magazine on religion (6.55 per cent) whosé contents the
children may find difficult to comprehend and hence disliked
by them.

(k) Reading of Cemiecs

Comlecs as reading materials are very pepular ameng
readers of varicus categeries. In order to find eout the
interest of students in comim reading a guestion was asked
in the questiennaire (Q. 6(a)) specifically en it. The
ciuestion as well as the resp enses to the questien in the
form of percentage are given in Table 4.13 and shown in
Fig. 4.13.

TABLE. 4.13

‘Percentage of Students Showing Preference to
. Cemiec Reading

Q. 6 (a) Do you like to read cemics?

s
Sy WS W W W W . A W W gt W s T T ey W T - -

Percentage 85.69 14.31
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P.C. OF STUDENTS RESPONDING TO READING OF COMICS

Q. DO YOu LIKE TO READ COMICS ?
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0f the total 679 pupils, 85.69 per cent said 'Yes!
to the question whether they like comics or not. Only a
small percentage (14.3l) answered in negative. Hence, it may
be observed that irrespective of age, sex and level of

intelligence a large number of students llike to read comies.

There may be many reasons for this pepularity of
comics. The investigator by observing the mass popularity
of comics among students, tried te find eut the reasons
behind it. With that purpose in view the students were asked
to give at least three reasons for their liking of comics.
The freéuency of the responses were counted and percentgge \
of the striking reascns were calculated. The Table 4.14
shews the reasons mestly expressed by the students and the

percentage of students giving each response.

The results shew that a large number of students
(29,85 per cent) like comic because it gives them varied
informations an& knowledge. Comics en historical events and
myths are educative aldd the sample in the study seem to
appreciate the e@ucati#e aspect of the.comics. Many
students like cemics feor its humerpus quality. Comics based
on humerous characters like "Laurel and Hardy" are very much
enjoyed by children. More than 26 per cent (26,32 per cent)
of children mentiened this reasen fer liking comics. Seme (
students (18.08 per cent) mentiened that they like comic,
becaase it is interesting without giving specific reason.

More than 17 per cent of students on the ether hand like
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TABLE 4.14 .
Details of Students Expressed Reasons for Preferr-
ing Comic Reading and Percentage of Students
Respensing Each Item

Dy oy B  y y r  T y D y y m ts TT D Wy e W T gy WP e s P T AL s i OB T M gy g W Wy ma gy e O D A Y AR GRS e

Sr. , ~ Number of Percentage of
No. Reasons respoenses respendents

1. Interesting 123 18.68

2. Have Picterial Illustratiens 118 17.50

3. Humereus eor Funny ) 179 26.32

4., Contain Adventure 20 13.23

5. Shert S 38 3.12

6. Infqrm ative/Bducative 203 29.85

Te En_t_ ertalining - 84 12.35

8. Help in Passing Time 86 12.64

9. Help in Impreving Vecabulary 55 8.08
10. Refreshes Mind 50 7.35
11. Easily Available  a 0.58
12. Easy te Understand 26 3.82
13. Ecenemical ’ 2 0.29
ot e S e e L b e s e S e

comics for their picterial illustrations. The adventure
contained in the comic is sznother reasen f?r preferring it
by seme students (13.28 per cent). Almest an equal
percentage of students (12.35 per cent and 12.64 per cent)
like comics because they are eniaertaini;.ng end help iIn pass-
mﬁ%ﬁzf’ Cemic being a light reading material 1is very often

read for passing time by children =nd adults as well. 4
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small percentage of students prefer comic reading fer imprev-
ing language and vocabulary (8.08 per cent), for freshening
mind (7.35 per cent) snd fer its shertness (8.12 per cent).

B A very negligible number of students prefer comic
because it is easily available and economicsl (cheap in
coemparisen to other reading materigls). This may be due to
the fact that the majority of the sample béing from well-to-

do femilies, need not bother much for the price and availa-

. bility ef the comics. Cemics seem te be within thelr easy

reach.

(1) Faveurite Series

Reading interest can be assessed by investigating
deeply into reading habit 5f an individual. With this aim,
the investigator probed deeply and asked the students
whether they have liking for any specific serles of books.
(Q. 7(a) - Do you have any faveurite series? Yes/No). The
Table 4.15 i)elesw give}s)zzﬁe pesitive and negative responses

in percentage form. It is shewn also in Fig. 4.i4-

TABLE  4.15

Responses in Percentage on Whether Students have
a Favourite Series or Not

D e gy W R W W TR NS T Gy D WS O D wn WO gy Ty B e W WS W o Dy

 Yes No

T gy e WD o0 s w0 T oy ot o o vt Dy T o W s ooy gy o —

Percentage 60,63 39.37

o
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From the Table 4.15, it is clear that the concerned
group has high reading interest as more than 69 per cent of
the population have 1iking fer a particular series of book.
1t means that a majority number of students are interested
in reading theroughly a series ef books by a particular
auther or authors or of particular type. However, 39.37 per
cent of the students de net have choice for a particular

author er a particular type of material.

In erder to investigate deeply into the nature of
reading interest and particularly to have first hand idea of
causes for liking a particular type ef book by a child, the
investigator asked the students te give reactim to the
épestian‘- "What makes the series most intereséﬁi;gégg you'? s
Students having answered the Question number -. 7(a) in
pesitive are expected to answer thi§ éuestien. The‘duestian
is an open ended one md therefere can be analysed dualitap
tively. But te make the enalysis mere scientific and
meaningful, the investigator went through 811 different
types of reasons and marked out the striking and common

enes and tabulated intc the categories as glven in Table

4,16
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0 TABLE 4.16

Detalls of Reasons for Making a Serles Most
Interesting and Percentage of Students’
Respenses to Bach Reason

e T gy G ey WDy U Ry TS KW en e gy A v W o o e wp W8 B oy oy Y N DDy Ty Wy qug D Oy - o -

Sr. Number of Percentage
No. Qualities of the Series responses
1. It is educative/informative 65 17.15
2, It contains adventure 23 24,73
3. 1t centains detection,mystery,
suspense 170 45,21
4, The story is thrilling and
exciting - 46 12.23
5. The story is well depicted 48 12.76
6. It is interesting . 34 9.04
7. It is-humoreus 55 14.62
8. The story contains romance 28 744

—— o S . g e g v o ——
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The total sample did not answer the duest_i_sn. Out
of 679 students, 376 responded this questien. Regarding the
qualities fér which a serles is preferred the responses
are cayegorized under eight different qualities as shewmn in

the table above.

It may be ebserved as evident from the table that
more than -40 per cent (45.21 per cent) ef the students like
a series because ¢f its detective, mysterious and suspense
qualities. The adolescents being of adventurous nature, it is
very llkely that majerity eof them preferred a%eries for its

detective, mystery and suspense qualities. Adventure is
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another quality that was mentimed by mere than 20 per cent
(24.73 per cent) of students. Young boys and girls having
supérfluous physical and mental energy have a tendency to
invelve in adventure and that may be their reasen for liking
a series if it containé adventure, thrill, ete. 17.15 per
cent of the beys‘aad girls pointed eut to the educative
values ef the series whereas 14.62 per cent mentiened the
humérous quality. The qualities like love and romance
attracted few students as only 7.44 per cent of them voted
for these. The reasen may be the maximum number of pupils
being young teenagers are génerally indifferent towards

love, remance, sexual 1life, etc.

(m) on Recent Reading

To precbe more deeply inte reading interest of the
sample, a specific question was asked,that is,te give some
names of beeks read recently and to state why they liked
them (Q.8). It is an open-ended duesti@n and needed quali-

tative'analysis.

The investigator thoroughly scrutinized the answers
and it revealed that students read varied kinds of hooks
like short steries, novels, detectives, folk tales, biogra-
phies, ete., However, the mgst frequently mentiened beoks
are - Anid Blyten series, Nancy ﬁrew series, Detective

series by Alfred Hitchcock, etc. - f

Regarding the questien why they liked these books
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the snswer by the majority of the studeni:;s is that the beoks

contain qualities like 'adventure', 'moy'ster‘ieg‘, 'suspense’,

LA mm

‘actien', etec.

From all the respoﬂses to questiens numbered 7 (b)
and 8, it may be observed that the qualities of a book mest
liked by teenagers are - adventure, mystery, suspense, thrill,
actien, etec. In this cennection reference may be made to seme
findings of foreign studies en simllar enquiriés. Zeller
(1941) studied 2052 girls and 1995 beys and found that the
facto;s 'action and humour' exerted the greatest influence on
reading interest of junior high school students. Gunderson
(1953) also while determining the particular gqualities of a
boek liked by children observed that "funny", "interesting",
'exciting' etc. are some common guelities men tiened by
children. The findings of the present study, thus, are

supperted to a great extent by the above mentioned studies.

(n) on Language Preference

The investigator was interested in finding out
through whieh language the students prefer most to read
becks and other reading materials. The sample was asked to
tickmark (_/) under any one of the given languages through
which they 1like the most te read. The result is given in
Table 4.17 in percentage form. The same is represented in

Fig. 4.15 in bar fom.
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IABLE 4.17

Percentage of Students Shewing Preference te
Read Through Different Languages

- oy -y WO S e Y s W T o WD DT AL T gy W sir T T s T W oy, W sy A 2 W T

Language " Mether Regianal Hindi English
Tengue Language

Percentagg 11.26 4,06 8.47 76.21
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As evident frem the table, a large percentage of
students (76.21 per cent) prefer best to read through
English language. Indisn languages are neglected..A very
small percentage preferred to read tireugh Hindi (8.47 per
cent) and mether tongue (11.26 per cent). The language dis=
liked the mesi is the regional language that is Gujargti

here.

Ihe obvious reason for high percentage is preferr-
ing reading through English is that the sample consists
of pupils who get instruction through English at school and,
therefore, find it easy to comprehend better thr@ugp English
language than any other Indian lénguage. Another reason may
be the dearth of interesting reading materials (suitable for
yeung boys and giris)‘in Indian langaages, that forces
children to read bo&ks and other reading materials written

in English.
(o) Sources of Reading Materials

The reading interests of students depend to a
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great extent upen avallability of feading materials. There
are many sources from where they can get books and other
reading materials. The investigator named some of these
sources like - school librar?, publid library, friemds,
neighbours, heme library and baying by themselves. The
students were asked to tickmark (_/) those seurces which
supply mest of their reguirements. The Table 4.18 gives

the results. Fig.4.16 represents the same in bar form.

TABLE 4.18

Percentage of Students Having Reading Materlals
from Different Seurces

- gy TSy B Sy M Sy W gy Dy g VR D gy B oy g W B gn B o T D W gy Wy oy g N g s D NS Ny g W

Sources Schiopl Public Frie- Neigh- Home Buy
Library Library nds bours Libra- your-
. ry self

Percentage 68.10 61.17 74.41 39.38 23.72 50.14
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From the responses of the students to different
sources that provide reading materials it has been observed
that the friends supply for the maximum percentage (74.41).
The next in positions are school library hhat pr@vidés for
68.10 per cent and public library which supply to mere than
sixty per cent (61.17 per cent) of the students. About
fifty per cent(50.14 per cefit) of the students out of the
total sample bﬁys bocks by themselves. The role of
neighbout is comparatively nen-significant (39.38 per cent)
and a very small percentage (23.79 per cent) of the

students get reéding materials from hoeme 1ibrary.
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(p) Inspiratien to Extre-Reading

Looking to the need and lmpertance of extra-reading,
it is the duty ef all cencerned te inspire students to read
books, Jjeurnals, newspapers, etc., besides their text books.

In a bid te find out whe inspires the students mest to do

‘eitre-reading, the investigator asked the sample te tickmark

(/) the one whe dces the most frem among teachers, parents,
friends, neighbours, relatives and the student himself. The
results in the form of percentages are given belew in Table

4.19 and represented in bar ferm in Fig. 4,17,

TABLE 4.19

Percentage Showing Whe Inspires Most for
, Extra-Reading

- Tyt o Tl WO Ry U O T T gy ot T A O T W gy T T s o g S o w0 Uy W g Dy D

Teachers Parents ¥riends Nelgh- Rela- ©Self
) beurs tives

S e W0 W g g o T T CW m en by A WD W e s Y O D IR P g mn W g T A D W NG W gy g g T R S g AR D g Y W Sy oy g Wy

Percentage 15.62 23.55 5.82 0.61 0.51 6&3.89

YR g S 0 S i v o S s it s i w2 S o Y — O O O s ™0 o S e s D s - o oo
s S i s P e et i o et LD e T i vt e LT, P s o st o e e W L W S g i D ot o oy " e e et e, i

Frem the results, as evident in the table above,
it is clear that moere than fifty per cent (53.89 per cent)
of the sample does extra-reading on thelr ewn. About twenty-
three per cent (23.65 per cent) of the pupils are insp;lred
to do extra-reading by their parents, whereas only 15.62
per cent are inspired by the teachers. The peer group
influence is alse very less as only 5.82 per cent are

encouraged by friends te de extra~reading. The influence
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158

of the other twe factors namely relatives and neighbours

are almest nil.

From the analysls of collected data dlscussed
above, 1t is clear that the sample has interest for extra-
reading and therefore hypothesis number one that there is
reading interest in students of standards VIII, IX.and £
1s hereby retained.

In the follewing sectien the relationship of
reading interest of the students with ether variables such
. academie achievement
as standard, age, sex, S.E.5./and intelligence is being

discussed.
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SECTION II

4,3 RELATIONSHIP OF READING INTEREST
WITH OTHER VARIABLES
IABLE 4.20

Correlation Matrix Shewing Relatien of Read-
ing Interest with @ther Variables

Sr. Ac. Reading
NQ Y Stdo Age Sex S QE .S - . ACh Int . Int eI’-
est
1. Standard 0.673 0.011 0.002 -0.003 -0.093 0.0606%*
2. Age  0.062 0.098 0.106 0.114 -0.067*
3. Sex -0.143 0.036 0.043 -0.003NS
4. S.E.S. 00081 ‘0.004 -00149**
5. Academice ‘
Achieve~
ment 0.129 -0.204%*
6. Intelli~ ;
gence -0 171K*
7. Reading ) -
Interest 1
e o e e o e e o e o T e S e e e e T e e e o 0 o e I P e el e D e v S S e e
* Sigificant at .05 level NS - Net Significant

** Significent at .01 level N =679 DF = 677

The computerised result of the correlatien matrix is
given above (Table 4.20) wherein the correlatien ameng the
variables undertaken in'the study and the cerrelation
between the reading interest that is the dependent varlables
and other independent variables like standard, age, sex,

8.E.8., academic achievement and intelligence can be



W

160

observed. The investigater,in her study, is cencerned with
finding out the relation between reading interest and other
independent variables alene, and hence the analysis and

interpretation of the same 1s discussed beleow:

(a) Relatienship Between- Standard
and Heading lInterest

The Teble 4.20 shows a co-efficient of correlation
of 0.066 between reading interest and standard and it is
siglificant at .05 level. It implies that there is a positive
relation between stendard and reading interest of the pupils.
As students pass on to higher standard, their interest in
reading also increases. The same may be observed frem their
mean reading interest score (Table 4.2 ) whéregtandard X
secured a mean reading interést score of 75.16; standard IX
74.85 and standard VIII 73.94. It shows an increasing “
tendency from lewer to higher level aleong with the increase

in standard.

The hypothesis assumed was® that_there is no
relation between reading interest and standard of the
pupils. As the correlation findings shows a positive

relation, the hypothesis is, therefore, rejected. -

A large number ofvstudies have been dene on reading
interest of the students of secendary level (Holy, 1936 en
junior high school students; Jerdan, 1942; Norvell, 1946;
Manohar, 1953; Nervell, 1958; Nalk, 1963; Vaughn, 1963;
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Shore, 1964; Thakur, 1966; Sharma, 1973 and Powers, Resemary
Redditt, 1977). Most of these studies tried to find ocut the
types of reading materials liked by children and the
influence of sex on selection of reading materials. These
studies, therefere, emphasized more on sex influence on
reading interest than finding eut relationship between
standard of pupils and their reading interest and hence

cannot be compared Wwith the findings ef the present study.

(b) Relationship Between Age and
Reading Interest

As can be observed frem the correlation matrix
(Table 4.20), it is clear that the coefficient of correla-
tion between age and reading interest.is negative (-9.087)
aid it is significant at .05 level. 1t means that there is
negative relationship between age and reading interest of
the pupils. The means of reading interest sceres for
d;fferént age groups also show similar findings. (Table 4.2)
It shows high mean reading interest score fer lower age
group (12-13 years; M = 74.57), los mesn reading interest
sc.ore for higher age group (15 years and above; M = 73.62)
and a mean reading interest score of 75.02 for middle age

greup (1l4+ years).

The hypethesis formulated earlier that there is
no relatien béf.ween reading ihterest and age is hereby

rejected.
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From the correlatien result it may be observed,
therefore, that with the increase in age, there is decrease
in reading interest of the pupils. Termsn and Lima (1935)
studied developmental change in resding interest of children
between five to fifﬁeen years and remarked that reading
interest is highest in twelve years, after which it takes
turn t@wardg specialized reading resulting in decrease in
the quantity eof reading different materials. This finding
supports the result of the present study that there is
decrease in extra-reading in pupils with the increase in
thei?gge.

(¢) Relatienship Between Sex
and Reading Interest

It may be observed from the Table 4.20 that the

of correlation o
ceefficient4between sex and reading interest 1is -0.003. The
value is net significant. It implies that there is no
relation betweelfl sex and reading interest of the pupils. The
meahn ;eading interest score of these two groups are alse
almost equal - male = 74,66 and female = 74.61 (see Table

4,2).

The hypothesis formulated before hand that there
is no relatien. between reading interest and sex of the

pupils is hereby not rejected.

Maximum number of studies en reading interest were

devoted te find eut the influence of sex on reading
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interest of individuals. Sterner (1947) ond Norvell (1958)
mainly emphasized the influence of sex upen selectien of
reading materials as dominant and highly significant facter.
Studies by Stranchfield (1962); Rogers and Robinsens (1963);
- Wilberg and Trest (1270); Liebler (1973); and Asher (1975)
tried te find out the quality of the story books preferred
by girls. Manochar (1953); Naik (1963); Thakur (1966) and
Sharma (1973) tried to lecate the preference of bays and
girls towards differgnt reading materials and to find out
difference in preference on acceunt of sex, age, econenic
situatien, etc, In recent years the mest remarkable observew
tion was made by Harris and Sipay (1977). They maintained
that sex difference in reading interest is very much
prominent at junier high school level, but not significaent
at senier high scheol stage, and not relevant to adult
readers. Findings of Harris and Sipay (1977) thus supports
the results of the present study.

(d) Relatienship Between Socie-Ecenomic
Status (S,E.S.) and Reading Interest

Secle-Ecenomic Status 1s an important factor that
affect upon an individual ih meny ways. The investigator
in the present study was inte_rested in finding out the

relation between S.E.S. and reading interest of the pupils.

The results as may be observed frem the correlaticn

matrix (Table 4.20) shew that the coefficient of correla-

tion between S.E.S. groups and readifzg interest 1s -0.149
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and it is significant at .01 level, It implies a negative
correlatien between S.E.S. greups smd reading interest. The
S.E.S. greups were marked as High = 1, Middle = 2 and Low =
3 (see Appendix).

The mean reading interest scores of different S,.,E.S.
groups (Iable 4.2) show an ascending order (Low, M = 72.10;
Middle, M = 75.38 and High, M = 75.39) . Correlatien test

result may, therefore, be regarded as positive and high.

The hypothesis that there is ne relatien between
reading interest and S.E.S. of pupils is hereby rejected.

Mary Lazar (1937) undertock a»sfudy of reading
interest of 4,300 pupils in New York and one of her observa-
tion regarding S.B.5, group was that bright children from
lower Socle-Economic Status read inferier gquality beeks,
whereas bright children frem high Secie-Economic Status
read books of superior quality. Purves and Beach (1972)
observed that mest researches en influence of Seciechénomic
Status on reading interest cencluded that S.E.S. factors
do not significantly affect on reading interest. Sharmé
(1973) inguired into relationship between reading interest
of high scheel students and educational status of their
- family and found that reading interest of student coming
frem different educatioenal status groups differ significant-
ly. The researcher, hewever, could not lecate a study giving

specific idea en relaticnship betweén 8Socioc-Economic Status
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of pupils and their reading interest.

(e) Relationship Between Academic

Achievement and Reading Interegt

The cerrelation matrix (Table 4.20) shows that the
coefficient of coerrelatien between academic.achievement and
reading interest is -0.204 and it is significant at .01
level. It implies a negative correlation between academic
achlever groups and reading interest. -As in the case of.
S.E.5. group, the academic achievement greups were alse
marked in descgnding o;'der. The greups being marked as
High = 1, Average = 2 and Lew = 3 (see Appendix). The -
result obtained from the cérrela’ci_cn test, theréfore,was
negat¥ve. The means of reading interest scores (Table 4.2)
also show high f@r,higk} greup and low mean for low group
(High, M = 76.50, Average, M = 74.66 and Low; M = 71.64).

The hypethesis earlier assumed that there is ne
relatien between reading interest and academic achievement

is hereby rejected.

Thakur (1966) studied academic achievement as one
of the variableshin his study and observed that academic
achievement determinés thg emount of reading interest in
both boys and girls. 4s far the researcher'é knosledgex
goes, no study has been done te establish relati@nship‘
between reading interest and academic achievement of the

pupils.
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(f) Relationship Between Intelligence
d_Regding In

As can be observed from the correlatien matrix the
cocefficient of cerrelation between inteiligence and reading
interest is =-0.171 and it is significant at .01 levei. This
means that there is negative and significant correlatien
between intelligence groups and reading interest of the
pupils. The intelligence groups hgre too were marked in
descending order - High = 1, Average = 2 and Low = 3 (see
Appendix) and hence the result was found to be negative.

The means of reading interest scores (Table 4.2) of these
groups were High = 75.49, Average = 71.52 and Low = 70.41.
The differences between high and low groups and aversage and
low groups are quite appréciable. The results ef correlation
test in fact indicated similar tendency - higher the intelli-
gence level, higher the reading interest.

The hypothesis formulated earlier that there is ne
relation between reading interest and intelligence of the

pupils is, therefore, rejected.

Researches so far could not establish the relation-
ship between reading interest and intelligence clearly. The
observations that are gemerally made are - bright children
read rmuch more than average and have a wider range of
reading interest. Lazar (1937), McGhee (1940) observed that

mentally slaw children read less and usually_have
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preferences which are slightly immature for their age.
Thakur (1966) found out that intelligence determines the
ameunt of interest in reading in voth the sexes. A more
recent study by Norvell (1973) on the ether hand revealed
that at secondary level little relatienship was found
between I.Q. level and reading selection of the pupils.
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SECTION - III

4.4 ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF 't!
VALUES AMONG DIFFERENT GROUPS OF
THE DEPENDENT VARTABLES .

(a) Reading Interest Sceres snd Grade Groups

) TABLE 4.21
Significance of Difference Between the

Means of Reading Interest Scores and
Grades ef Pupils (VIII, IX, X)

-y S O g S OB W WG W S S D e v Ty oy W Oy Ty s o ot e TP TR g e Py S Ty W Dy g Ty W Wy oy W

Sr. o )

Ne. Standard N Mean s.D, S8.E. (Mean)
1. VIII 235  73.9¢  5.52 0.36

2. IX 233  74.85  6.96 0.45

3. X 211  75.16  9.51 0.65

“Group | 't' velue D.F. Level of Significance

VIII / IX 1.56 466 NS (Not significant)
X/ X 0.38 442 NS (Net significant)

ViiI /7 X 1.66 444 NS (Net significant)

s S s I e s e s e T et gy o e i T, s ST O S Iy PO, O gy B g P . et T, oo S s, = O e i gt s Y o T O
e e I S R I e s R el e e el R snEsS TS o e S ol

To throw mere light on the nature of extra.reading
or reading interests of the sample, the entire sample was
di\(idgd inteo variable groups. Accordingly, there were“three
stendards (grade) groups of students (VIII, IX and X); three

age groups (12-1.‘3 years, l4+ and 15 enwards); two sex groups
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(male and female); three socice-ecenomic status greups. (high,
middle and 1@W);1three academic achiever greups (high, average
and low); and three'intelligence greups (high, average and
lew). By applying 't' test technigue the investigator tried
te find eut if there is significant : difference between means

of reading interest scores éf these variable groups.

It cen be observed frem the Table 4.21 that the ‘'t'
value of the mean of reading interest scores between standards
VIII and IX is 1.56. With the given degree of freedom at 466,
it is net sigiificent. This, therefere, implies that students
of standards VIII and IX de extra-reading on an uniferm level.
As students of standards VIII and IX do not differ very much
in their mental maturity, it may be“possible that eﬁher thing:

being equal they will shew reading interest of the same level

" A comparisen between the means of reading interest
scores of the standards IX and X shows that the difference is
not significant, as the calculated 't' value is enly 0.38 at
a given degree of freedom 442. This implies that both the
students of standards 1IX and X do extra-reading on an equal
level and that difference in ene stendard could not make

any impact on their reading habit.

A cemparison was again made between mean reading
interest scores of standards VIII and X pupils. The calpulat—
ed 't' value is 1.66 at the given degree of 444. It means
that there is some ameunt of difference between the two

groups. However, it is net significant either at 0.05 or at
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0.01 levels. This difference may be due to the higher
appreciation of educative values of extra-reading by tenth
standard students then that of their counterpart in

standard VIII.

Wicken by summarising some research results done on
students of "grade seven through nine" observed that although
this is the period of maximum reading, it is also the pericd
in which reading definitely decreases. The results of the
present study shows an uniform trend in reading interest
during standards VIII and IX and an increased tendency in
standard X, It may be due to the fact that in Gujarat
_students of standards VIIT and IX have to read more subjects
in their syllabus compared to tenth grade. With heavy load
of school and home tasks the students of VIII and IX get
lesg time for extra-reading than the tenth graders and

hence the difference.

The hypothesis formmlated regarding these groups
that there is no difference in reading interests among

standard groups is, therefore, retained.



171

(b) Reading Interest Sceres and Age Groups
TABLE 4.22

Significance of Difference Between Means of
Reading Interest Sceres and Age Greups

Sr. - - . ’
Ne. Age N Mean S.D. S.E.(Mean)
2 14+ 226  75.02 8.01 0.53

3 15 and abeve 178 173.62 8.23. 0.61
Group 't'value D.F. Level of Signl%i;;n;;
1/2 0.08 499 N§ (Not Significant)
2/3 1.72 402 NN (Not Significant)
1/3 1.97 451 0.05 level

A 000 U oo et 0000 st P it ot s W g SO AN . pets 0 AP o S e . i T SO e, SO s, g O T S i O o ettt ——————
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In erder te focus deeply inte reading interests of
standardstIi;, IX and X students, the investigator divided
the entire sample intoe ﬁhreg age groups, that is, 12-13 yrs.;
14+ yrs. and 15 years and abeve and applied 't' test te find
out if there is significant: difference between reading

interests scores of these groups.

Frem the results, it is evident that the 't' value
between gieup one and two (12-13 and 14+) is 0.08 at a given
degfee of freedom of 499. It means that between these age
groups the méan score difference is net significant. The
students belenging to age groups 12-13 and 14+ years do not
differ remarkably in their extra-reading hébit, It may be,

-~
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observed, therefere, that other factors remaining same, a
difference in age of one te three years do net affect upen

reading interests of students.

The difference in the mean réading interest scere
was alse calculated fér age groups l4+ and 15 years and
abeve. The 't' value was 1.72 at the given degree of
freedem at 402. It implies that although there is a little
difference, it’is not significant :.either at .01 or .05

levels.

The third comparison was made between mean of
reading interest score of age groups 1é-13 years and 15
years and abeve. The calculated 't' value was 1.97 at a
given degree of freedem at 451. It means a significant

difference at .05 level.

It may be observed, therefere, that children
belenging to 12-13 age greup on ene hand and 15 years and
above on the ether do net do extra.reading on the same
level. Due to their mental maturity and higher cemprehensive
ability"the third age group (15 years and above) can
appreciate the value of extrs-reading mere than their

counterpart in age.group 12-13 years.

Between 1940-19560 significant researches were done
on reading interest of adolescent beys amnd girls abroad
(Norvell, 1946; Sterns, 1947; Anderson, 1948; McCarty,1950,

etc.). Most ef these studies concentrated en finding out
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the Influence ef sex on reading interest and facters affect—
ing selectien of particular reading materials by adolescents.
They do not give global view and hence cannet be compared

~ with the results ef the present study. Bhatla (1873-74)
studied reading interests of adolescent children of English
medium schools in Bombay and one of the main observatioen was
that extra-reading is consistently a favourite pastime with
these children. ‘

By censidering the 't' value results the hypothesis
formulated regarding these greups that there is no difference
In reading interest scores among age greups is partislly

retained., )

(¢) Reading Interest Scores and Sex Groups

TABLE 4.23 \

Significance eof Difference Between the Means
of Reading Interest Score and Sex ef the Pupils

. T w3 TSy A W T T A2 s T s s AT D Ty e oo TP T ATy B g DR T Ay v DTy gy D U A Dy
:

Sr. | )

No. Sex N - Mean s.D. S.E,(Mean)
1.  Female 336 74,664 8.594 0.469
2. Male 343 74.612  6.128 0.331
- G;oup £ value D.F. Level of Significance
Female/Male 0.020 677 N.S.(Not significant)
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A widely discussed factor in the field of reading

~

interest is influence of sex over it. Several studies have
been done te see how far sex can be a determining factor in

reading preference by boys and girls.

The investigator in the present study wanted te"finci
out if there is any significant difference in the means of
reading interest sceres of boys and glrls. The result as ecan
be observed frem the table abc;ve shows that the 't' value
is 0.09 at-the given degree of freedom of 677, which implies
that i:he difference 1s not significant. Mean sceore 1s almest
equal (74.66 in girls and 74.61 in boys) in both the cases.
1t may be obéerved, therefore, thaﬁ sex does not play any
vital role so as to mgke significant difference in the mean

reading interest score of beys and girls.

The hypothesis formulated in this regard that there
is no significant difference in reading interest scores

between sex groups is hereby retained.

Most of the studies asserted the fact that sex
plays a.vvitai role in reading interest of adelescent boys
and girls. They differ in their choices of reading
materials due to influence of sex (N@rveil, 19503 Manchar,
1953; Shore, 1963; Thakur, 1966; Rese Zimet end Bloom,
1972, etc.). The investigater in the present study did not
consider the influence ef sex on preference of reading

materials, but on the extent of extra-reading or reading
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interest as a whele. In this comnectien, it may be mentiened
that the boys and girls might cheose different reading
materials with different centent according to their sexual
instinct. But the total extra-reading done by beth of them
is equal and hence there is no difference in the mean read-

ing interest scores of beys and girls.

(d) Reading Interest Scores and S.E.S.Groups

TABLE 4.24

Significance of Difference Between the Means
of Reading Interest Scores and S.E.S. Groups

S g D o B W D s gy W gy P e G g D g s U GO0 s D s i e o T o s W W gy S g T D g D P e e A O g Py W

Sr. ’
No. S.B.S. N Mean - 8.D. S.B.(Mean)
1. High 159 75.39 6.32 0.50
2. Middle 365 75.38 6.44 0.33
3. Low 1155 72.10 9.81 0.78
““Gr@up '-’;;’ value D.F, Level of Significance
High/Middle 0.02 522 Not S'igpiﬁcant'
Middle/Low 4,42 518 At .01 level
High/Lew 4,79 312 " At .01 level

o] A S . e St — T L
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The entire sample was divided into three groups
according te socio-economic status level =nd an effort was

made to see if there 1is any significant difference in the
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mean reading interest scores eof different groups.

As ig éan be ebserved from the table given abeve,
't! value between the meens of ¥ reading inferest scores of
high secie-economic status greup snd middle secie-ecenemic
status group is 0.02. At a given degree of freedom of 522,
the level of difference is net significant. Therefere, it
is evident that there is no significant difference in the
means of reading interest scores of pupils coming frem high
and middle socle-econamic group. It may be due to the fact
that the two groups enjey almest an equalaameunt of faciliti-
es for extra-reading both at heme and scheol, ad therefére;
do not differ very much in the mean sceres of thelr reading

interests.

A cempariéén between the mean reading interest
scores of students coming from middle seocio-econemic and low
secle- economic level givés the 't' value of 4.49, At a given
degree of freedom at 518, the difference 1s highly signifi—
cant at .0l level: It, therefore, implies that students
belenging te middlejS.E.S. and lew S,.,%.S5, group differ
signif;cantly in their means ef reading intéregt sceres.
These two groups, thus, differ in their extrasreading habit.
The obvieus readen feor this may be that home cenditions
differ very much in these two greups snd children frem middle
S.E.S5. level enjoy better facllities for extra-reading than

their counterpart frem lew S.E.S. level.

't' value was alse found out to see the difference
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in the mean reading interest scores/éf pupils ceming from -
high S.E.S5. and lew S.E.S. categories. The 't' value, thus,
calculated was 3,54 and at a glven degree of freedem of 312,
the difference is very significant at .01 level. It implies
that there is censpicueus difference in reading interest of
students belenging to high socie-ecenomic level and lew
socie-economic level. Here again, it is the home cenditions
and ether related facters that may makze this difference in
reading interests of these two greups. Children of well-to-
do families get maximum facilities at home for extra-reading,
can hold cards in as many public librarlies as they want, ete.
on the other ﬁgnd,‘children from low S.BE.5, group are
dgérived of most of the advantages. Hence, 1t is possible
that children frem high S.E.S. gfoup do more extra-reading

than their friends frem lew soclo.economic condition.
: ]

- Mest of the researches dene in western countries
to examine the influence of §.E,S5. on reading interest B
concluded that S.2.5, factors do not significantly influence
on reading interest of boys and girls. But, Lewis (1970)
observed that in case of ethnic group (with similar culture)
there 1s difference in reading interes%s in all age levels.
In the preéent study, where the sample is from more or less
the same cultural backgrauﬁd, the result showed that there
is difference in reading interest in pupils coming from
different socio-econemic levels. Thus, the observarion by

Levis (1970) has supported the findings eof the present
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study.

One of the hypotheses formulated by the investiga-
tor was that there is no difference in reading interest

" sceres ameng S.E.S. groups and considering the 't' test

results, it 1is partially retained.

(e) Reading Interest Sceres and
Academic Achiever Groups

TABLE 4.25

Significance of Difference Between the Means
of Reading Interest Sceres and Three Academic
Achiever Groups

St. Academic -

Ne, Achievers N Mean s.D, S.B.(Mean)
1. High 131 76,90 9,04 079
2.  Average | 445 74,66  6.69 0.31 -
3. Low - 103 71.64  7.30 0.72
Groups © 't value D.F. Level @f Slgnificance
High(Average . 3.08 574 At .01 level
Average/Low 4,05 546 At .01 level
High/Lc:w 4,79 232 At .01 level

e S A Al g O SO e . TS s et ST o 0 s T O 0, — S e
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According to academlc achievement the entire sample
was divided inte three groups (high. average and low
achievers) and an effert was made by applying 't' test, te



179

see if there 1is any significant difference in the mean read-

ing Interest scores of these three groups.

From the table above, it is clear that 't! value
between high and average achievers is 3708, and at a given
degree of freedom of 574, it is significant at .01 level.
This, thersafore, implies that there l1ls remarkable difference
in the mean reading interest scores of high and average
achiever groups. The pupils of high and average achiever
groups de differ in their cognitive level and attitude
towards extra-reading and that may lead for the difference

in their mean :eading interest sceres.

Comparisen was made again between aygrage achievers

group and 1@wtachieVers group &and the *'t' value was 4.05.
At a given degree of freedem of 546, the level of signifi-
cance is at .01 level. 1t may, therefore, be inferred that
there 1s significant difference in the mean reading

interest scores of pupils having average and belew average
achievement. This difference may be due teo the difference
in intelligence and ability to comprehend between average

achievers and low achievers pupils.

The third comparisoen was madé'between students
having high academic and lew academic achievement. These
are quite opposite gréups as far as the academic achievement
is cencerned. The 't' value calculated was 4.79, and at a

given degree of freedom at 232 the difference is significent
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at .01 level. This, therefore, implies that there is signi-
ficant difference in the mesn reading in;erest scores of
high and low acadenic achievers. These two groups may differ
in mental ability as well as their attltude towards extra-
reading. The high achievers may have better attitude which
motivate them for more extra-reading than lew achievers.
These may be some of the reasons for the significant differ-
ence in mean feading interest scores of high and lew achiever
groups. Thakur (1966) studied academic achievement and
observed that it determines the ameunt ef reading interest
in both the sexes and thus supperts the results of the

present study te some extent.

The hypethesis formulated that there is no differ-

ence agmeng academic achiever groups is, therefore, rejected.

(f) Reading Interest Sgexgg and
Intelligence Groups

TAEBLE 4.26

Signlficance of Difference Between the
Means of Reading .Interest Scores and
Intelligence Groups /

g ey P s W s T o ag e Ty W W S A B W e Y o gy g P TR O G g o Py ot O TS R N gup g s WP e o ey

Sr, Intelligence

Ne. Group N Mean S.D. 8.E.(Mean}
2. Average — 127 71.52 8,14 0.72

3. Low 18 70.41  4.48 1.08

- e WO D B sy T Ty DD gy o Ty Wy Tyt . WO ey W o -y T gy it T gy, W O R gy gy 2 W
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Greups 't' value DJ¥. . Level of Significance
High/Average 5.49 659 At .01 level
Average/Lew 0.55 142 Not Significant
High/Low 2.93 549 At .01 level

Intelligence 1s regarded as one of the impertant
inherent ability ef the child that may affect his attitude
and interest. In erder to find ocut if there 1s any signifi-
cant difference in the mean reading interest scores of
students having different intelligence level, the sample was
divided inte three groups (high, avex:age and lew) according
to their I.Q.level. The 't' test was conducted to see the

difference.

The table above shows that the 't! value between
highly inteliigent group and average intelligent greup, is
5.49 and at a given degree of freedom at 659, it is highly
significant (at .01 lejrel) . It means that there is signifi-

cant difference in the means of reading interest scores

‘of bright and average children. It may bé due to their

difference in mental calibre which affects the degree of
reading interest in beth the groups.

The comparison was made égain between the mean read-
ing interest scores of students having average and low

intelligence level. The 't' calculated was 0.55 and at a
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_given degree of freedom at 142, the difference ig net signi-

i‘ihce/x'lﬁ.. Ext:ra- reading depeﬁcis upen man& factoers like availg
IBili;ty of Vreading materials, time at disp@sai in the hands
of the readers, encouragement from teachers, parents and
peer greups, ete. If these and such conditiens are fulfilled
a small difference in 1.3. level may not affect adversely
upen students' reading interest, specially in the regien eof
average and belew average levels. Anether féatu.re may be
observed from the Table 4,26 that the number of samples in
the low I1.Q. .level greup is éxtremely small compared te the
other two ' greups. idence, the mean readlng interest score of
this group may not be a truly representative one. It may be
for these reasons that there is ne significant difference

in the mean reading’interest scores of students having

average and belew average Intelligence level.

The thi:i'd. comparison was made between the means of
reading interest scores ef l_qighly intelligent and dull
children. As shown in the tabféﬁ%e 't! value is 2.93 and
at a given degree of freedom at 549, the difference is
significant at .01 level. 1t, therefere, implies that there
is highly significant difference in the means reading
interest scores of bright and dull children. The bright
children due te their high cognitive ability can comprehend
better and speedily whatever they read and therefore can de
more extra-reading in comparisen to dull children who

generally lack these qualities.
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Researches so far could not establish the relatien-’
ship between reading interest and intelligence clearly. -
Hewever, the common observatien is that bright children have
a wider range of reading interest than dull children and
hence it supperts the findings of the present study te some
extent. Lazar (1937); Thorndike (1941); Lewis snd McGehee
(1940) ,all observed that mentally slew children read less
and usually have preference for materials which asre slightly
immature for their age. Norvell (1973) observed that there
is 1ittle influence of iﬁtelligence on reading interest of
secondary level students. Thakur (1866) on the other hand
studied intelliéénce as one of the varlable in his doctoeral-
work en reading interests and maintained that intelligence
determines the amount of reading interest in beth boys and
girls and thus supports the findings of the present study
shows that due to difference in I.Q. levels, there is
difference in levels of peadiﬁg’interests too,

The hypeothesis formulated in this regard was that
there is no difference in ;eading interest scores among
intelligence groups. The 't' test showed that there is
significant difference (at .01 level) between high and

average intelllgence ana high and lew intelligence group,

- whereas no significant difference cen be observed between

average and low intelligent groups. The hypothesis formulat—

J
ed, therefore, is partially retained.

The fourth chapter deelt in detail,the analysis of
the data and in the chapter that follews (5th Chapter) a
summary of the study shall be incerporated. ‘



