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CHAPTER v

SUMMARY OF THE STUDY

5.1 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
(a) Intreduction

In tedéy's world due to tremendous advance in
sclence, nan-print medias like Radio, T.V., cinema,
Cassettes and video tapes, etc. have replaced the field of
print to a great extent. But, inspite of these and such
developments the need and importance of 'reading' and
‘reading interest' cannet be overlocked. Because printed
materials have many more advantages over nen-print medias
as a source of knowledge and infermations. Particilarly in
a developing and gganomically strained country like Indla,
1t is a far cry., yet, to replace reading of printed ’
materials by non-print gadgets which are costly and out of
reach for average Indians. Besides these reading and
interest in reading itself have its own significance in .
academic 1life of students, his personal 1life as well as in
social life.

(b) MMM
Regding and Reading Interes

Dechant and Smith (1977) maintained that reading

is the kei te success in school,'te the enjoyment of



leisure time, snd to pérsenal and soclal adjustment. It
helps the child te adjust to his age-mates, to become
independent of parents and teachers, te select and prepare

for an occupation and to discharge social responsibilities.

Reading is so interrelated with the total educa-
tional programme that academic mastery cannot be imagined
witheut mastery over reading skills and efficiency. Aukerman
(1972) remarked that:

~ Altheough lectures and oratery may be
momentarily instructiomal or inspiring; it
is through the written thoughts of mankind
that skills, facts, beliefs, attitudes,
concepts and aspiratians are transmitted
from ene generation to the next and frem
one island of culture to its neighbeurs.
Thus, reading is one of the three basic R's of
acadenic life and may be compared with thé first button
of a man's ceat. If the first button is wrongly done,
others are sure to be lopsided. So, 1s the case with reading.
It is the first button en the garment of education and,
therefore, every effort should be directed towards pr@ﬁer
development of reading ability in children from their early

life.

The need and importance of reading interest is
even greater in academic life than teaching of reading.
Lawrence (1976) in this connectieg eobserved, "It does
little goed teo teach a child 'hew to read’, if he or she
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does not 'want' te read. Thus, the veluntary reading or

reading out of one's own interest is very impertant; and
in fact is more impertant than acquiring reading skills
alone. Failure in reading is mestly due to net giving
proper emphasis on reading interest of ehildren in the
beginning stage.

Harris and Sipay (1977) also pointed out that
enormous amount of time, effort and money are expended in
teaching children 'hew to read', But, teaching reading
alone, without emphasizing developing interest in reading
is useless. Because that will only preduce "a nation of
illiterate: 1literates" (Huck, 1971) - who know how to read
ﬂwdn‘dé not want to réad. A succeséful reading pregramme,
therefore, must not only deﬁel@p puplils, whe can read, but.
also these who read veluntarily for their perscnal develop-

ment as well as development of their people and soclety.

Comprehensien of the subjects taught in the schoeol
is very important for a successful academic career, which
again depends te a large extent on reading interest of
children. Deighton (1971) remarked that, metivatien,
purpose and interest are essential ingrediants for success-
ful comprehensien, yet they are often overlooked as pre-
requisites. The attitude and interest held by the reader

towards the reading materials gevern his cemprehensien.

Lack of interest in reading mey be an important
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cause of poor reading. Paul Witty (1957) conducted a study
on one hundred boys and girls of a North Western University
Laboratory, who were poor readers and found that out of these

eightytwo showed lack of interest in reading.

Therefore, to increase reading skills, te promote
reading habit, and to breduce a generation of bock levers;
there is no other factor so powerful as interest. Interest
determines not enly the area within which the child will
make his reading choice but also how much he will read or
even whether he will beceme a reader.

(e) Significance of Reading and Reading
interests in Individual Life

Failure in learning to read is a great handicap~in
the progress~and upliftment of individual life.'It is a
skill which is very much needed in professional 1ife too,

where retraining is a part and parcel of the occupation,

due to innovatiwms.

The ability to read is an essentlal skill for all
whe live in a demecratic sécietyf Reading enables an indivi-
dual to partigipate effectively as a citizen in a democratic
society. In this cennection, reference can be made to the
"Right te Read" (1972) - a report of forum 7, Whitehouse
Conference on Children, which made the follewing comments

about the impact of the inablility to read:



Inability to read fluently net enly
inhibits the effective operatien of our
political system, but centributes substan-
tially to our social and economical ills.

For example, many of our delinguents snd

crimingl offenders have a history of

reading difficulityeseeccacces

A voluntary interest in reading inspires one to
read, whatever he comes across, and that in turn, results
in meny goed effects like breadening ef ideas and experi-
en‘ces, getting uptedate information of what is going on
in and around him, knowing mere about himself as well as
others. Today, the one who does not read widely and well,
remains a prisener within his small cell of personal
experience. An interest in reading various materials can
yield each new generation te the past and gilve successive
generatien #n intellectual, social and meral cohesion, se

necessary te the survival of the present generatien.

The need and importance of reading”interest is all
the great for adolescent boys and girls. Apart from helping -
them te improve academic efficiency, extra-reading serves
some special beneflts to them. Very often the minds mf the
pupils of adolescent stage are in turmoil due to "storm and
stress" of life. Interest in reading different kiﬁds ef
boocks niay help them teo overcome these\. Reading interest can
alse act as "biblie-therapy"™ a kind of mental treatment, to
keep the mind in balance byﬁreleasing mental pressures and

tensions threugh reading books.
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Tbere are many factors that affect reading interest
of children. These factors magy be summarized under three

categories, such as:

(i) TFactors inherent in the child
- (ii) Factors in the reading material

(iii) Bnvironmental factors.

Age, sex and mental abllity are the three impor-
tant inherent gualities of the children that affect their
interest in reading different kinds of reading materials.
0f factors related to the reading material, fermat, cover-
page, title of the boek, style of writing of the author,
and the previcus knowledge of the auther are important.
There are some environmental factors like accessiﬁility of
reading materials, recommendatiens of ethers, and home
situation, etc. which alse affect directly or indirectly

upan free reading or extrae-reading of children,

-y

(a) 898ia] Sienificmnce of Reading
and Reading Interests

Value of reading in today's democracy quickly over-
reaches the purely personal demain and merges into secial
life. For the welfare of the society; the members must be
educated or capable of reading to some extent. Survey shows
that it is the noen~readers and‘pcor readers that generally
become delinquents, unemployed and misfit in the society.

Therefore, for the pregress of a democratic seclety
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reading is indispensible.

Russell (1961) once remarked that the dévelepment
of a permanent interest in reading seems to have a number
of personal and social values. The health and wgrking of &
democracy -1s very mach dependent upen citizens /equipped
with knowledge faced by the total gronip. It is the good

. readers that makes a gomdl society, and the survival of a
democracy depends upen the good society. This 1s moere true
in a develeoping democratic ceuntry like India. But, uptil
xicw, the area of reading sand reading_interest has not beén
giveh proper status in the field of Indian education as well

as in reseasrch.
(e) R h V , Poin

From the research point of view it nay be mentione
ed that the are;a of reading and reading igterest have been
given its due place in England and .émerica, But, in India,
till now it is a very neglected area. In comparison to the
number ef studies done in different factors of educatien,
studies done on readings and reading interest are very
few, (Buc‘:h, 1974, 1979). The Centre of Advanced Study in
Bducation which is famous for it contributien towards
research in education has enly .two doctoral work on read-
ing (on Reading Comprehension by Parikh, 1976 and Kepper,
1978) . No docteral work se far has been done in the area

of reading interests .
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Hence, looking te the need and importance of read-

ing and reading interest in human life, and in the life of

the adolescent boys and girls in particular and also consi-

dering the lack of research in the area, the investigator

undertook the present study.

5.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The problem undertaken as such was:

"AN INQUIRY INTO READING INTERESIS OF PUPILS OF

STANDARDS VIII TO X IN RELATION TO INTELLIGENCE S.E S.

AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT“

5.3 DEFINITIONS OF THE TERMS
USED .IN THE. STUDY

Inquiry:

Reading:

Interest:

Search, to investigate, te look
inte. In the study, the term was

used to mean a sclentific investi-

gatien or research.

A complex process consisting of
perception of words, a clear grasp
of mesning, a thoughtful reaction

2nd integratien.

Cencern or preference shom by an
individual for any particular

object or class of object.
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Reading In the study, the term was used to
Interest:

mean preferences shown by children
towards extra-reading, that is
reading boeoks, jeurnikls, newspapers,
or other reading materisls outside
the scheel reading. It is a volun-
tary or free reading ¢f materials

other than the text beoks.

Standard: ~ The tem implied to acadenic or

school grade of students.

Intelligence; There are as many definitions of
intelligence, as there are writers
oﬁ it, In the study, it was regard-
ed as the capacity for logical
thinking. The M,P.1.T. which
measures 1ogicalrthinking was
applied on ‘the sample and 1.G.
acduired for each child was treated

as equivalent te his intelligence.

S.B.5.: Socie-Economic Status, that is the
pesition an individual or a parti-
cular family occupies in the

society.
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Academic The percentage of the total marks,
Achievement: :
obtalned by each child in annual
examinatien of the academic year
of the school was regarded as

academic achlevement.

5.4 SCOPE AND LIMITATION OF THE STUDY

The study was expanded to investigate the nature
of reading interest (extra-reading) of pupils of secondary
level, studying in Ehglish mediu@ high and higher
secondary schools of Baroda. An attempt was also made to
find out the relationship of reading interest with the
standard (grade), age, sex, S.BE.S., intelligence and

academic achievement of the pupils.

Besides these, 't' test was applied to see the
significance or otherwise of the differeﬁce in the mean
reading interest scores among various groups of the
independent variables-(standarq or grade gredps, age groups,
sex greups, S.E.S5, groups, intelligence groups and academic

e

achiever groups).

The study had a limitation that it considered read-
ing interest of pupils ef‘standards VIII, IX and X of
English medium schools alene, due te language problem of
the investigator. h



5.5 RESEARCH METHOD

Out of the impertant methods suggested by the
authors on research methedelegy, the investigator has

applied normative survey method in the present study.

5.6 OBJECIIVES OF THE STUDY

1. To inguire inte reading interests ef pupils of
standards VIII, IX and X.

2. To find out relationship between reading

interest and standard or grade of the pupils.

3. To find out relationship between reading

interest and age of the pupils,

4. To find eut relationship between reading
interest and sex of the pupils.

5. Te find out relationship between reading
interest and intelligence of the pupils.

6. Te find out relationship between reading

interest and socio-economic status of the pupils.

7. To find out relaticenship between reading

interest and academic achievement of the pupils.

8. To find out the difference in reading

interests among the three standards (grade) groups.

9. To find out the difference in reading
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interests among the three age groups.

10. To find out the difference in reading inter-

ests between the two sex grcups.

) 11. To find out the difference in reading
interest among the three intelligence greups.

12. Te find eu’g the difference in reading

interests among the three S.E.S. groups.

13. Te find out the difference in reading

interests amoeng the three academlc achiever greups.
5,7 HYPOTHESES

The Investigator formulated the following hypothe-

ses on the basis of the findings of some previous studies:

1. There is reading interest among the pupils of
standards VIII, IX and X.

2. There is no relationship between reading .

interest and grades of the pupils.

3. There is ne relatienship between reading

interest and age of the pupils.

4. There is no relationship between reading

interest and sex of the pupils.

5. There is ne relationship between reading
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interest and intelligence of the pupils.

6. There is no relatioship between reading
interest and S.E.S. of the pupils.

7. There is no relationship between reading

interest and academic achievement of the pupils.

8. There is no difference in reading interest

among grade groups.

9. There is noe difference in reading interest

ameng age groups.

10. There is no difference in reading interest

among sexX groups.

11. There is no difference in reading interest
anong intelligence groups.

12. There is no difference in reading interest

among S.E.S5, groups.

13. There is no difference in reading interest

ameng academic achlever groups.
5.8 SELECTICN OF THE SAMPLE

The populatien of the study consisted of all the
pupils of secondary level of English medium high schools

of Bareda. Out of these schools, ten English medium

were
schools/selected and 679 students (beth boys and girls)
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were drawn randomly as a sample from standards VIII, IX and
- X. All care was taken to see that the sample would be

representative,
5.9 SELECTION OF THE TOOLS

Selection of suitable and sciéntific tools to
measure the variables undértaken is very much necessary
to arrive at the expected results in any sclentifie investi-
gation. The following tools were used by the investigator

in the present study:

1. As there was no readymade tool available,
the investigater censtructed one questionnaire. to measure

reading interests of the students,

2. The non-verbal intelligence test by Madhuker
Patel was used to measure intelligence or 1.Q. of the

students.

3. For measuring soclo-economic status of the
parents of the pupils, the secioc-economic status scale
constructed by Udai Pareek and Trivedl was used with the
deletien of the items which are more relevant to rural

sample (items on 'land' and 'land instruments).

4. In order to determine the academic achieve-
ment of the pupils, the recerds of total marks of school
annual examination, for each student was collected from the

LR

school offices.
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5. The students were asked to provide their bio-
data like age, sex, etec. in the coverpage attached to the
questionnaire on reading interests. Copies of the tools
on reading interest, Madhuker Patel's Intelligence test,
and socie-economic status scale of Irivedi and Pareek are

included in the‘Appendices.
5.10 COLLECTION OF DATA

The investigator approached the principals of all
the selected schoels personally, for necessary permissien
and with the co-operation of the principals, period teach-
ers and the students, the required data were collected
without any difficulty. The time required for the applica-
tion of the three tests - (a) Questionnaire on reading
interest, (b) Intelligence test and (c¢) S.E.S. scale, was

approximately one and half hours.
5.11 DATA ANALYSIS

The data collected on the three tools that is
the Questionnaire, on Reading Interest, M.P.I.T. and S.E.S.

Scale were sorted out separately and systeﬁatically.

The éuesticnnaire on reading interest was scored
according to the weightage given to each question. Total
reading interest score as well as percentage of students
showing preference te various types of reading material,

etc. were found out.
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The data on this questiommnaire were further analys-
ed with the help of the cemputer to find out mean, standard
deviation, coefficient of correlation add ‘*‘t' value, to

meet various objectives of the study (as mentiened earlier).

The data on M.P.I.T. was scored accoerding to the
instructiqn givgn by the auther in the test manual. Accord-
ingly, on the basis of the I1.Q., students were classified
into three groups - highly intelligent, average and dull.
(The classificatien tabke of M.,P.I.T. is included in the
Appendices) . For the purpose of statistical analysis
through computer the following cede marks were assigned to

various intelligence groups:

Highly intelligent 1
Average . 2

Low 3

The data on S.E.S. Scale were scored following
the instructiens given by the authors. The students were
classified inte three socio-economic status level (high,
middle and low) by following the procedure described in |
Chapter I1I. Fér statistical analysis through computer
these groups were coded as:

High 1

Middle

Low 3
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For academic achievement total marks acquired by
each student in the schoeol annual examination was collected
and the students were placed into three achilever groups
(high, average, low) by fellewing the procedure discussed
in Chapter III. For the purpose of statistical analysis

through cemputer these groups were marked:

High" 1
Average 2
Low . - 3

The data on age and sex of children were procured
through the bio-data given by them in the coverpage of the
questionnaire en reading interest. They were grouped and
coded as folloWs for the purpose of statistical analysis

threugh cémputer:

Age - 12-13 years 1
la+ years 2

15 years and above 3

Sex - Female 1

Male 2

5,12 MAJOR FINDINGS OF THE STUDY

Major findings of the present study is given

below in two parts:

A. Reading interest of pupils of standards

VIII:te X,



18

202

B. Relatien of reading interest with (i) Stendard,
(ii) Age, (iii) Sex, (iv) S.E.S., (v) Academic
Achievement and (vi) Intelligence of the

pupils.

A, Reading Interest of Pupils of

e ——

Stendards VIIT to X

1. There is considerable reading interest amongst
the pupils of standards VIII, IX and X of the decondary and
higher secoendary schools. This has been substantiated by the
high mean reading interest score (74:63)of the sample popula-
tion compared with the maximum peésible score eof 97 in the
questionnaire on reading interest, The respoenses to the
questionnaire an the reading interest show that the degree
of reading interest of the students of these three stand-

ards speclally in English medium schools is gquite high.

“ 2. The mean reading interest score of standard
VIII is 73.94, of standard IX is 74.85, and that of standard
X is 75.8. A cemparisen with the totsl mean score (74.63)

reveals that reading interest of pupils ef standard VIII

is less than the total mean, of standard IX is almost

equivalent and that of standard X is higher then that of
the total group. The means of the three standard groups
alsc shows that it is highest in standard X and lowest in
standard VIII. Therefore, it may be observed that althoagp
there is high reading interest among thg pupils of

standards VIII, IX and X, reading interest is comparatively
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highest in standard X students and lowest in the pupils of
standard VIII,

3. Reading interest of the students of these three
standards are guite diverse. This has beén assessed from the
responses to the questions in Part 1I of the questimmnaire
which prebed into the interest of the students en various
types of reading materials. Seme of these findings are quite

revealing. These are given below:

(a) Preference to Types of Books

The most preferred books of the students of these
standards are the story books (38.3 per cent) followed by
comic/humour books (37.9 per cent), general knowledge books
(34.3 per cent), novels (29.2 per cent) and Science books
(27.9 per cent). Palmistry, Astroleogy, biography, sex
sclence, astroncmy are not popular subjects with the
scheol students. The preference of the students to various
types of books as assessed from the study, are given below
in the order of highest te lowest percentages of students
giving first cholce, percentage figures are given in

bracketé.

1. Stoery books (38.3)
2, Comic/Humeur books (37.9)
3. General knowledge books (34.8)

4, Novels (22.2)



5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
i2.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
- 18,
19.

Sclence boeks
Encyclopaedia

Drama

Do it yourself becks
Béaks en Art and Music
Autobiography

Essays and letters
Books on religion
Career boeks

Boeks on poetry
Books en Astronemy
Beoks en Sex Sclence
Biog;aphy

Beooks on Agtrology
Books on Palmistry

(b) Preference to Types of Stories

(27.9)
(19.6)
(13.6)
(13.1)
(11.4)
(10.4)
(10.2)
( 8.9)
8.7)
6.9)
6.4)
5.7)
5.6)
5.2)
4.9)
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The most preferred types of steries among the

children of standards VIII, IX and X are Qetective stories

(Liked very much by 68.70 per cent,“Liked g l1ittle by

18.10 and Disliked by 13.20 per cent); Ghost stories (Liked

very mich by 64.92 per cent, liked a little by 22.69 per

cent and Disliked by 12.38 per cent); Travel steorlies (Liked

very much by 38.82 per cent, Like a little by 42.52 per

cent and Disliked by 18.65 per cent), etc. The types of

stories liked by the students are presented below in erder

of preference (rank):
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1. Detective steries

2.‘ Ghost stories

3. Travel stories
- 4, Falry tales

5; Fiections

6; Crime sfories

7; Folk tales

8. Animal stories

9. Air stories

10: Storiegbn home life

11. Love stories. !
- . b
Greatest disliking has been shewn to love stories
(by 45.60 per cent of the students). It is 1liked very much
by 27.5 per cent and 1lked: a little by 26.9 per cent.

Other stories disliked more are stories on home life (28

per cent) and crime stories (26.72 per cent).

(c) Preference to Types of Novels

The types of novels preferred much by the sample
are - gctiah novels (Liked very much by 52.72 per cent,
Liked a 1ittle by 35.28 per centy and Disliked by 12 per
cent); Historical novels (Liked very much by 44.7 per
cent; Liked a little by 33;83 per cent and Disliked by
22.10 per cent) and Satirical novels (Liked very much by
36.65 per ceut, Liked a 1ittle by 38.65 per cent and Dis-
liked by 24.70 per cent). The types of novels liked by the
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students are presented below in order of preference (rank):

1. Action nevels

2. Historigal novels
3. Satirical noevels

4, Mythological novels
5+ Deseriptive novels
6. ©Soclal novels

‘7. Romantic novels.

Greatest disliking hasbeen shown to Homantic
novels (36.35 per cent) followed by Secial nevels (29.86 per

Cent) .

(d) Preference to Types of Plays

The most preferred types of plays or.dramas aﬁeng
the students are Radio, T.V, plays (Liked very much by
©69.24 per cent, Liked a 1ittle by 24.24 per cent and Dis-
liked by 8.52 per cent). Next in erder are Dialogue tipe
of play (Liked very much by 62.79 per cent,‘Liked a little
by -27.32 per cent and Disliked by 9.89 per cent), Action
plays (Liked very much~by 62.72 per cent, Liked a little
by 26.13 per cent eand Disliked by 11.15 per cent), etc.
The preference of the students for various types of plays

is presented below in order (rank):

1. Radio, T. V. plays
2. Dialogue type
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3. Action plays
4., One act plays
5. Historiecsl plsays
. 6. Soclal plays
' 7. Mythglogical plays
8. Romantic plays
9. Poetic plays
0. Satir}cal plays
11. Absgtract plays
12. Monologue type
lé. Political plays

(e) Preference to Types of Biographies

‘ Regarding preference to reading biogréphies

ameng children the most pepulaf ones are biographies of
scientists (Liked very much by 72.%1 pér cent, Liked a
little by 19.97 and Disliked by 7.62 per cent), biographies
.of sportsmen (Liked very much by 73.77 per cent, Liked: a
little by 17.68 per cent and Disliked by 8,55 per cent);
biegyaphies of great artists (Liked'vary much by 56.83 per
cent, Liked a little by 29.82 per cent and Disliked by 13.35
per cent) of students. The 1iking of students towards
various types of bieggaphies are given belew in order of

preference (rank):

1. Biographies of scientists

2. Biograéhies of sportsmen
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3. DBilogrephies of great artists
4, Biegraphies of writers |
5. Blographies of film stars

6. Biographies of men'

7;‘ Biographies of women
8;A'Biegraph1es of social leaders

9. Biographies of political leaders

Percentage of students showing dislike is highest
in case of the blographies of the political leaders (29.27
per cent). Next in order of disliking are those of social

leaders (28.14 per cent) and women (23.87 per cent).

(f) Preference to Types of Poems

M

The most popular types of poems among the students
of standards VIII, IX énd X are Patriotic poems (Liked very
mich by 62.86 per cent, Liked a little by 24.52 per cent and
Disliked by 12.62 per ceﬁt)5 Rhythmic poems (Liked very much-
by 58.39 per cent, Liked a little by 22.72 per cent and
Disliked by 18.89 pér cent); and Religious poems (Liked very
mach by 43.40 per cent, Liked a little by 41.86 per cent and
Disliked by 14.74 per cent). The students' liking in differ-
ent kinds of poems are presented belww in order of preference

(rank):

1. Patriotic poems '

2. Rhythmic poems



3. Religiocus peems

4, Modern poems

5. Mystic poems

6., Mythological poems.

4, There is considerable interest in reading
newspapers amoengst the students of standards VIII te X, The
response in this regard has been very encouraging. Percent-
age of the students who read newspaper daily is 76.21 per
cent and of thoese readiné sometimes is 21.69 per cent. A
" very small percentage (2.066 per cent) read rarely and an

insignificant percentaée (0.14 per cent) never read.

Interest for newspaper reading develops generally
at the beginning of secondary schecl level as the students

‘become informatien conscious.

Preferences of the students tewards various items
in the newspapers show the diversity of their reé@ing
interests. The analysis done in this regard on the basis of
the percentages of first preferences shown to the items
gives the follewing ranking of the items in the newspapers

(percentages given in brackets):

1. Sports news (34.7)
2. Adventure and crime news (22.9)
3; International news (22.2)

4, ﬁatianal news (14.55
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5. Educaticnal news (12.6)
6. Comic sectien ‘ (12.4)
7. News on movie/art (12.3)
8. Current news : (10.4)
9. Cross-word puzzle (10.4)
10, Political news ( 2.8)
11, Articles ( 8.8
12. Local news ( 8.5)
13. Letters to Editor ( 8.1)
14. Advertisements ~ (8,03)
15. Astrolegical sectien ( 7.9)
16. News on business ‘ ( 5.5)
17. BEditorial ( 4.8)

The lowest percentage of the readers of editorial
colum smengst the students indicate that this items has not
been able to create much intérest anmongst the younger

generation,

5. Interest of the students for reading journals
iszact as much encouraging as that for the newspapers. The
percentage of students reading jourmals in various degrees
are -~ regularly 29.9 per cent, most of the time 30.62 per
cent, sometimes ® 30.34 per cent and never 3.13 per cent.
The reasons for lower percentage of students reading
jeurnals may be the cost of joumals and regular subsecribers

to the joumals are less ceompared to newspapers. The other
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factor which may influence the reading of journals. by school
students is the lack of suitable materials for thew adoles-

cents.

Diverslty of interests are alse shown in reading
journals by the students. Film journals, sports journals
and magazines on educatien are found to be gquite popular
amongst“the éecendary school students. According to the
percentage of the first choice given by the students
varieus types of Jjournals are listed below in order of

preference (1ndicat1ng the percentages within bracket)

1. Film journals (43.58)
2. Sperts journals . (41.60)
3. Magazone on education (36.24)
4. Comic and humour journals (22.20)
5. Science journals (20.73)
6. Hobby journals  (11.34)
7 Chil@ren's jeurngls (10.13)
8. Magazoll'le on Art and Music ( 9.41)
9. Magazine on literature , ( 7.65)
10. Religious magazines ( 6.55)
11. Women's magazines ( 6.37)
12, Magazines on Astrelegy _( 6.37)

6. Reading of cemics is pepular amongst the

secondary school students to a very large extent. It is
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feund that 85.69 per cent. of the sample study cemics. The
main reasons fof such popularity of the comics, as obtained
from the survey are - comics are informative and educative
(29.85 per cent), humeureus and funny (26.32 per cent) and
interesting (18.08 per cent), pictorial illustratiens

" (17.50 per cent) and contains adventure (13.23 per cent).

7. Majarity of the students in the standards
under thls study develeop a preference for a particular
type or serles. A large number of students (60.63 per cent)
responded positively for a favourite series. The major
factors of a series being faveurite one - containing dete-

ctien, mystery and suspense‘(és.zl per cent), centaihing

~adventures (24.73 per cent); educative and infermative

(17.15 per cent); humeurs (14.62 per cent); story is well
depicted (12.76 per cent) and thrilling ‘and exciting
(12.23 per cent).

8., Majority of the students prefer to read
through English language (76.21 per cent). The next in order
are Mother Tongue (11.26 per gfent), Hindi (8.47 per cent)
and Regional language (4.06 per cent). The reason for

preference for English may be attributed to the following

. factors:

(i) The sample population is from English

medium scheols.

’
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(ii) English language provides a larger velume
of reading materials cempared to Indian

languages.

9. Friends circle constitute the largest source
for supply of reading materials. 4 majerity'cf the students
(74.41 per cent)‘get their reading materials from their
friends. Next in order are the scbool library (68.10 per
cent) and public library (61.17 per cent). About half of the
students (50.14 per cent)bu& books themselves. Neighbours
provide books to 39.30 per cent of the students and home

library is the poorest source (23.79 per cent).

10. Majority of the studemts (53.89 per cent) get
the inspiration to do the extra-reading from within them~
selves. Parents (23.55 per cent) and teachers (15.62 per
‘tent) ceme next %n order. While friends are ingpiring 5.82
per cent of the students, neighbours (0.61 per cent) and
relatives (0.51 per cent) have 1ittle to inspire them.

B. Relationship of Reading Interest

with Stendard, Agey Sex, S.E.S.,
Academic Achievement and Intelligence

1. Relationship with Standard

There is no significant relationship of reading
interest with standards. Though there is increasing tendency
of the reading interest scores with the advance of standards.

The mean reading interest scores of standards VIII, IX and
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X were found to be 73.94, 74.85 and 75.16 respectively
against the mean reading interest score of 74.63 for the
total population. The coefficient of correlation as obtain-
ed from correlation matrix is 0.066, which is significent
at .05 level. However, the results of the 't' best did not
interest
show significent difference between the mean reading/scores
for the three different standard groups. The high value
of correlation coefficient might be due te lack of
uniformity of age level in the three standards, as students
of different ages were mixed up in each of the three

standards.

2.. Relationship with Age -

There is a negative relationship of reading
interest with age within the variable age group eof 12 to
15 years and above. With the advamce of age from 12 years
there is a decreasing tendency of reading interest. The
mean reading interest scores of the three age groups -
12-13 years, 14+ years add 15 years and above are 75.02,
74,97 a;d 73.62 respectively. The coefficient of correla-
tiocn betweenh age and resding interest is -0.067 which is
significant at .05 level. The 't' test, however, indicates
no significant difference between the mezn scores of the
low age group and the middle age group, as well as between
the mean scores of the middle age group and the high age
group. The 't' value between the age groups low and high is

significant at .05 level. The reading interest of the
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students reaches a peak value at the age around 12 to 13
years and then starts to decline with the advance of age.

At higher age level the range of cholce of reading materials
may be narrowed down bringing down the gquantitative value

of reading interest.

3. Relationship of Reading Interest with Sex

There is no difference in the reading interest
between boys and girls of the standards VIII to X i.e. the
secondary school stage, and as suckh there is no relation-
ship of reading interest with sex. The mean reading
interest scores for boys and girls in the sample were found
to be 74.66 amd 74.61, compared to the mean score of 74,63
of the population. The correlation coefficient between sex
and reading interest is -0.003, which is not significant.
The 't' value on the difference of means for the two groups
is 0.09 which is élso not significant at the given degree

of freedom of 677. .

Sex difference may influence the choice of
reading materials but the quantum of reading interest at
the same educational level and age level is practically

the same for both boys and girls.

4. Relationghip of Reading Interest with S,B.S,

The present study shows that there is certain

relationship quibe significant Dbetween socio-
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econcmic status of the students and their reading
interests. The mem reading interest scores of the three
SES groups - high, middle and low - are 75.39, 75.38 and
72.10 respectively. The coefficient of correlation between
the SES and reading interest is -0,149 (codes assigned

to SES groups - high = 1, middle = 2 an%icw = 3), signifi-
cant at .01 level. The 't' test results show that the
difference between the means of reading interest scores of
the high and middle groups is not significant eand those
between the middle and low groups as well as between the

high and low groups are highly significant (at .01 level).

The high and middle SES groups are at the same

- level as far as the reading interest is concerned. This may
be due to the fact thet the availsbility of reading
materials, environment for reading and attitude towards
extra-reading do not differ much for these two groups.

The low SES group may have some disadvantage in these

factors.

5. Relationship of Reading Interest
with Academic Achievemegnt

There is a significant relationship between
academic achlevement and reading interest. Higher the
level of academic achievement higher is the reading
interest. The mean reading interest scores for the three

academic achiever groups - high, average and low are
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76.90, 74.66 and 71.64 respectively. The coefficient of
correlation between academic achiévement and reading
interest is -0.204 (the coding for the groups being high =
1, average = 2 and low = 3), It is significant at .01 level.
The 't' test results also show that the differences @ of
the means between the groups high/average, average/low and

high/low are all significant at .01 level.

t Academic achievement is, thus, an influencing

factor in the development of reading interest.

6. Relationship of Reading Interest
with Intelligence

The results of the present study show that
intelligence levels of the children have influence on their
reading interests. The mean reading interest scores for the
three intelligence groups - high, average and low - are
75.49, 71.52 and 70.41 respectively. The correlation cc-
efficient between the intelligence and reading interest is
-0.171 (the intelligence groups being marked as high = 1,
average = 2 and 1ow = 3). It is significant at .01 level.
The results of the 't' test show that the 't' values
between the high and average group as well as between‘the
high and low groups are both significant at .01 level;
whereas the 't! value between the average and low groups
is not significant. Thus, there is no significent differ-
ence between the reading interests of average intelligence

group and 'low intelligence group. The results of the tests

5
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might have been influenced by the faetor that the popula-
tion ssmples in the three intelligence groups were not
balanced - thizgﬁtelligence group having a very small
number (18) . compared to the average group (127) and high
group (534). Hence, intelligence of the children can be
assumed to have influence-on the development of reading

interest in them.

5.13 IMPLICATIONS OF THE PRESENT STUDf

The fingings of the present study can be of great
help to the teachers, parents, school librarians and also
to the producers and publishers of juvenile literatures as

well as the research scholars in this field.

There is no need to emphaslze, the waglue -and
importance of developing interest in extra-reading \
(reading materials other then the text books), particularly
in adolescent boys and girls, as it serves them manifold
benefits. It is, therefore, the duty of the teachers, to
suggest children the books of their real interests, to
provide them with reading materials of their preference
in the classroom library and alsc to keep an hour separate-
1y every week to have discussion on the book liked beét
by the children. Besides these an occasional bock fair,
an organization of a book club in the school, under the

supervisions of the teachers will be very helpful for

developing interest in children toc different kinds of
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reading materials. In erder- to fulfil these "most wanted"
duties, the teachers must have first hand knowledge of
students' expressed interest for different types of
stories, nevels, plays, biographles, newspapers, journals,
ete. The findings of the present study may help in this’

directiom te a large extent.

Like the teachers, it is mne of the fervent duty
of the parents too, to encourage‘children for extra-
' reading, snd provide them with suitable reading materials
aﬁ home. The findings of the present study regarding
children's preference towards the types of literatures,
journals, étc. and also the quality content of a book:
liked best by children may help parents in selecting

reading materials for their. inmates.

In the school, the librarian is sometimes at a
ioss as to how te sétisfy the young readers bi supplying
the books of their real interest and cheice. The findings
oi: the present study on faetors like what kinds of bc;oks
they like, what are the qualities inherent -in a particular
series of books that attract them most, etc. may help the

librarian in discharging his or her duties satisfactorily.

The prcducers and the publishers of the child-
ren's literature may be greatly benefitted by some find-
ings of the present study. It is a common complaint that

there is dearth of juvenile literature in India, and



whatever 1s available is not uptc the standard, nor they
cater to the actual need and interest of adolescent boys
and girls. The findings of the present study may enlighten
the persons concerned regarding the types of books,
Journals and other literatures like novels, plays,
biographies, etc. liked best by children. Another impor-
tant revelation is the qualities in a book that are very
much sought after by the children, and thus these findings
may provide guidelines for producing, publishing and

marketing juvenile litersture, in India.

Last but not the least, the researchers and
workers in the field of reading interest may be helped
greatly by some of the important findings on reading
interest, and its correlation with various dependent
variables and also the significence of difference in read-
ing interest among different variable groups (age grcup,
sex group, intelligence, S.E.S5. group, etc.) of this study,
while prcbing deeply into various areas of reading

interest of children and adult as well.
5.14 SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

Reading and Reading interest are generally neglect-
ed; but these are fertile areas in the field of educational
research in India. There is a big scope for further
research in this area. The following are some of the

suggestionsg for further research in this field:
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4.

7.

Studies can be teken up on reading disabili-
ties and its effect en personality develop-

ment of the children,

. Studies can also be taken on positive and

constructive effect of reading on personality

development.

Researches may be taken up on individualized

reading prograune.,

A study mgy be taken en the role of interest

as a motivating facter in reading development.

Researcnes can be undertaken on remedial

teaching of resding.

The effect of the present innovatiens in
education on teaching of reading may be an

interesting subject for study.

Study in various kinds ef satisfaction values
(like entertainment, escape from reality etc.)

gained from reading.

A psychological study may be teken on "Read-
ing Interest as a Bibliotherapy" for handling
delinguent children.

Study to inquire into reading interests of

university youths and adult members of the



soclety can be taken up.

10. BStudy into elements of a book that mskes it

interesting for the children.

11. An inguiry inte reading preferences of
children in relation to reading ability and

comprehension.

12. The impact of the parents' reading interest
on reading interest of children may be an

interesting stugy.

13. Researches on the influence of the Radio,
T.V. =nd movie . on reading interest of

childfen.

14. Studies moy be undertaken on the impact of
peer and peer group on development of read-

ing interest in teenagers.

15. Case studies may be undertaken to probe
deeply into the factors that affect on
children having highest reading interest on
one hand and the lowest in the other

ext reme.
5.15 CONHCLUSION

Interest may be innate as well as acquired. 1t is

that mental disposition which makes one aware of a
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particular object or a class of objects and consequently

leads to focussing of consciocusness over it.

Reading interest is an acquired interest, a result
of education, experience, training and exposition to
various reading méterials, etc. Hence the more the exposi-
tion to varied reading materials the more thedevelepment

of reading interest.

The need and importance of reading interest in
ae's life is in faet very great. It is mpre the so for the
growing boys and girls. In the fast changing world and
society of today where there is explosion ef knowledge
due to tremedous development of sclence.andtechnology, a
child will lose his pace without extra knowledge from

various sources besides text book education.,

Therefore, it is the duty of all cencerned,
teachers, parents; guardians and the adult members of the
society at large to focus attentien at developing reading

interest in children.

In the school, the teachers should provide
children with at least one period a week for extra-reading.
He or she & can also arrange free discussion with groups
of students on a particular book or writer wherein the
children should be encouraged to give their opinions

freely.



- There should be encugh reading materials in the
library of varied types suiting the interests and needs of
children of different age groups. The school can also have
" class 1ibrar:’Les managed by the teacher and students them-
selves. Wall display of book cevers may also encourage

students for extra.reading.

( The government as well as public can, from time
to time arrange book fair or book exhibitien which may
lencourage_students very much for extra-reading. The
government should provide finanecisal help for preducing
and publishing juvenile literatures and see that cost of
books is within the reach of average Indian. Thus, a
combined effort on the part of the government, public and
school authority may help grestly in increasing reading
interest in children and thereby to expand their mental

horizon and outlock towards life.

One very regretable fact is that in cur country
uptil now reading and reading interest have not been given
due status in education as well as in the field of
research. In school besldes being a part of lagguage teach~
ing, reading should form a separate sibject by itself and
all possible efforts sheuld be made to develop proper

reading interest in children.

Research in the area of reading and reading

interest should be intensified. In depth studies inte
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different facets and factors of both reading and reading
interest may reveal very significant and interesting
results., Therefore, it is high time that proper emphasis
is given in these areas and researchers engaged in the

field of education pay more attention towards them,



