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CHAPTER i II
\

General Background *
| ♦«»»’*•___ »•* _

The people uho are staying in this area originally wars Bhila 
or Tribels* The river Narmeriii was not fordable either within ths Unite 
of Chhcttt-Udspur State or in Sankheds Hsuas Stated Almost the entire 

traffic uas on pack animals (bullocks)• The local trade was carried on by 
Vanias (merchant community) a feu Bahama and F arsi shopkeepers* These 
petty traders advanced money oh seeds to ths peasants and were paid in ' 
grain uhen the Harvest use taken* These agricultural products were either 
sold in tho district or aant to ths market towns of Gujarat* This trade 
uas alec extended to. R«Jputana (Rajasthan) t Central India (PiP) and 
Khandssh (part of Haharaehtro) • The irttra regional trade uas carried on 
by tho better class of peasants or by people from the district of bench 
Hehela* Relre* Surat and Breach* They came in large numbers during the 
harvest and bargained with the local Shilc for rice and pulaee* In 
return they gave cloth* tobacco* molasses, salt and spices* Basidos 
thsse traders there ware tho peddlers (locally known ee Vanzarae) who 
came from Helua* Khandash and Hauer with thsir pock bullocks laden with 
salt* They also carried on a smell trade with ths local Bhiie paying 
them either cash or bartering bullocks or buffalosa for their grains end 
pulses* It uas for the benefit of ths psddlars that tho stspuells of 
Bhatpur and Khoria (near Varna) were built*

Important Resources 1 The important resources of ths region arc found 
cotton* grain* chiefly rice* millet* Indian com (KaixgV pulses* 
oilseeds* clarified butter (ghss)* forest product* timber* Fir«wootf, 
bamboos and Hahuda floners end ths Songir stones*

Characteristic Features 3 Bhatpur* Realndra end Vasne are the three 
central villages in the region* Their centrality is gauged by their 
service:, areas l*fe* Ths influence exerted by than on the surrounding 
territory consisting of several villages* The four main services of

Source s 1 Geyeteer of Bombay Presidency Vol.Vl. Pages 50* 51



thus® central villages era (1) Economic activity (2) Public utilities, 
(3) Social and Cultural activities (4) fcdminietrativa services

/

Bhetper s(Chart 1)
______ ' \

Bhatpur as a central village, has influence on 28 surrounding 
villages. ,

1) Davalonagnt of Economic Activity « It is an important 
activity of the central village* It is else a functional work by 
the central village for the surrounding villages.

The real development of Bhatpur started in the yaar 1875 when 
cert tracks were improved for the transport cf cotton, rice and 
pulses. Due to this transport facility the Vanias v cents from other 
pieces end started 4 shops In 1008. These shops era of gtinorel end 
elec selling the clothe. ’ n 1920 outside cf Bhatpur at Bahariarpur 
end Botieli, thrao ginning factories ware star tad* In 1920* a carpenters, 
barbers and potters started to cons in.the village* They were followed 
by tellers in the 1930s* These ere the primary services rendered by 
ibeaa people to tho. vlliege folks. ftt the seine tine the blccksniths, 
goldsmiths and shoemaker came to the village for livelihood* for 
tho aarvicos rendered by those professionals, they were tjlvan in kind, 
like rice, pulses,• In 1924, ginning of cotton was done in Rhatpur due 
to the railway facilities* It was near the railway station* There ware 
100 cherkhaa (ginning machines}. In addition, the nilni.il waa started in 
the villages in 1933. Oilseeds uesa grown in tho v.ill.mgn and also grown in 
surrounding eras. Rice mill (locally known as Hullfir) and flour mill 
also aterteri in the ginning centre. In 1940a water works and another 
oil mill, flour will were started near the step wall (locally known 
ee Vev) cf tho village,, uhare people frequented daily.

Source i Cazetteer of fiaroda Stats Vol.1 page SS



The sequence of occupgnce in BhaLpurig

of occupance 'development of- cultural items nOciLenai resources
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195a

1945.
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193
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j -189;
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18 8c.

J3M

Services
corr)vnerc«

services

Services

Services

transport services

services

services

commerce

services

Com-agriculture 
cotton,rice & pulses

higher secondary school, 1979 ph»ne in p a., 'yrS 
pnmery health centre ar.T,W7
banks , \<fjg

p)'ilk Co.op.Society 8relectricity,
-1768

panchayat roj-talati office ,!<! 6.J
brunch P-o- » 1

family planning CeniTfi , 1<?5S

vebernat-y centre, 1955

co-op. 9oeiefcy, 1941 
seconolary school,19.40

primeryhealH, unit ,1957 
rice(oil flourmilh, H3f 
giUhing factory-loocharnnq,! 934

Ilklibrary,l9at>

primary school , t9©§

letter box ,Jg?3

4-5bops _fteriercit cloth, lcfS5 

village i n cl a d £<{, \88o

residence
SubsiStencea^riatlliij'c ^hils & tribal people
Leg endary

Scooter, 1970

tractor, jfSt 
s.t.bus services, i<?fo

Canal irrigation , 1957

wait irrigation -kharia kuwa. 
cycle , I?J>2

pvt bus services between 
bhatpur -vvsona -kosindhs(,l<?iS

narrow gauge rly. line * 192.2.

Cart-tracks pat in order for the 
transport of Cotton, rite 6r Pulses, 1575, for export

__ _ _ Step well built by vani-aras

Chart. 1 Source' gazafcteer op boroel® state
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Under the farm services* in 1942 the cooperative society was 

* started in tha village which looks after tha supply of chomlcsl 
fertilizers* seeds* grains* sugar* matchboxes and clothes* This society 
later gave loans to the farmers* for purchasing agricultural implements* 
fertilizers* good seeds* paaticidas* In return cotton was sold through 
this co-operative society* But in latar part of 1930s society stopped 
advance loans to the farmers* because farmers ware not able to return 
their debts of the co .operative society* Bhatpur milk ,co*operotive 
society was started in 19S® as a-result of tha establishment of the 
6erode Dairy* And when In 1974* the bridge over Urs«wi between Sankherfe 
and Behadsrpur was built (Photo 33) the road traffic in fair weather mbs 
etsrtod with, tha village and in 1978* the all usathar gravel road 
(«et4iled)etertfid with Bhatpur vie Indral* Songir which at present is 
used by the tracks that cons for milk collection* It is an important 
economic activity of the village end of the sureounding villages* Evan 
in monsoon milk from Vagetha, Vatvatia* Chorongle* Kubarpura, 3erwan 
end Kanekuua is coming by bores bock end even by bullock carts coming 
to Bhatpur which is the collecting ctinira of milk of the villages* In 
1980 Bhatpur Dudh Char (Bhatpur milk collecting centre) was built near 
the Penchayat office (Photo 22), due to the failure of monsoon in 1970s 
cotton ? crop ues effected badly and this lowered tha economic condition 
of the people* They took up to selling of milk to subsidise their income 
which continues to be an economic activity till today*

2* Public Utilities (Chert-1) Tha rsal development of Bhatpur started in 
the year 187S whan Cart tracks wars improved for transport of cotton*

4riea and pulses to the markets* In 1893* ths postal facilities were 
introduced into ths village with ths provision of a letterbox*^ But 
the major change in Bhatpur was in tha year 1922* whan the narrow gauge 
railway bstuasan Natipura (at present Ghhucbhapuro) - Tenkhole was 
constructed^ The movement of e traffic;-- was facilitated by the 
introduction of the railway* In 1928 »

Source s 1 Gazetear of Baroda State Vol*II page S24 
2 page 387
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r facility ties added with the ©eat when privets buses began to ply 
between Bhatpur-Koeindre via Vsana by en enterprising brahmin of Koslnrire* 
The entire traffic of Kosinrire, and Vasne was thus Chennai led towards 
Bhetpur.

Another public utility was started in 1936 when the Primary Health 
Unit was opened in the village, which also serves surrounding villages* In 
1958 thia was added by tha construction of the family plenninq hall in 
addition to government hall* which was constructed by e Patel of Bbafcpur*
In 197? thie Primary Health Unit wee raised to grade^X! with en allopathic 
practionor* In 1955 the only veterinary centre wes constructed on the 
Be^ear-Btation road, for treating the animals of the cub-region*

In 1960, tha state transport bus was started on tha Shatpur road 
upto Ssnkhsds. This bus services was between Bhatpur-Vssns-Kosinrf^-Bedali- 
Chbotauriepur only in fair weather. In 1970 the private bus service wan 
closed between Kosindrs-Bhatpur, which is not economical* The first tractor 
in the village wee obtained in 1967 by » Patel of the village* At present 
there ere three tractor© for public use*

Upto 1962 postal facility was offeree? by, only, the presence of a letter
box which was lookfed after by the Headmaster of the Primary School* Later 
on e branch post office was set up end a telephone facility was edited in 
1978.

;3n 1968 electricity was.introduced in the village. The electrification 
of the houses were done in 1969* Ubile in 1970 electricity was given to the 
water pumps in the fields* But well water wee found net suitable for 
cultivation(brakish) and hence till today well water is not used for 
irrigation purposes, except few wells north of the Bhatpur village*

In 1973*74, two banka were started in the village* Mow these hanks 
ore giving advance loana to the farmers for cotton cultivation, purpha- 
aing of buffaloes, etc. The branch of State Bank of India and the Bnrorta 
District Central Co-operative Bank are located(opp»site Ponehayat office) 
on the Qttyaer raad(Plioto-22).

Source * 1 Bayateer of Bo reds State Uol.IX page 524 
2* page 307



iociel It Cultural Activities s~ There* are e ©liqht ijefcbeck in the
development of the villaga yith tha Great Famine (Chhapania) of 1903. 
But in September 1904, local Saif Government Act listed the duties of 
the Taluk® Boards.Tha construction of roods, tanka, wells, waterworks, 
mene$aments of Dharrashala (inn) Dispensaries, Market©, the supervision 
of vaccination, sanitation, primary education end understanding of 
relief measures on a small ecnlo in times of’ fam inns ate. wore handed

4over to local government. The Primary School was opened in 1905,
compulsory education being pert of tha policy of the eld Baroda State

2In 1906 the library was opened • In 1940 some people of the village 
started the secondary school in private house. After the formation of 
village Poncheyet Raj (1963) Nursery (Kinder Garden) was started in the 
village. Thfipeis a separate building for the purposo(Pboto-26), The 
Higher Secondary classes uoro started in 197** in the secondary school 
(Photo-23) «

Religious activities and festivala are looked after by the 
religious association©(locally called Khajan Randal),formed by tha 
men end woman of Bhatpur. There arc three main temples in tha village. 
The Rawjl temple, Shiv temple and Banchhodji temple. Apart from that 
there are two Bhathujl temples.

Administrative services 5- In 1880, Bhatpur mss k village in the 
S&nkheda Mahal. In 1904 under the local self government the Pencheyat 
0ffieo(Photo 22) (locally known as Chora) uas built in the village.
Befora tha Penchayat Raj, the whole administration of the village was 
under the Headman of the villageflocally called Police Patel) Every 
five year, the headman is rotated. After 1963 tha Talati* s(peraon«in- 
Obarga of lend and revenue of the village) office was started in the 
village,.

In 1950 the villo>e had water works scheme end public taps were 
built near tea village tank. The water pump ues installed on the old 
stepwell (Vnv) of the village. The water tank of a 13 maters height

SourcaL 1 Gayataer of Parade State Vol.XI page 228 
1 A 2 Gayotaer of Bnroda Stats page 519



in
built to supply the tfator to the houses* Every street (Falia) has 

xca own water past having 4 to 6 taps* But today those waterpoat are not 
working but neiatly all houses Have tha home connections of taps* In 1952 
the village people utilised tho available water resource of tha wall 
Khenla kuwa (salty well) for certain ares of the village i«e. south of 
the railway station* But water of this well was found Bn-suitable for 
irrigation purposes* It was brackish so this scheme was cloned within

*. i10 years* But in 195? tha canal irrigation was Introduced into village, 
under the Heron river project* It irrigates the eastern fields of the 
villepe* This canal irrigation feci lilies, has changed the agricultural 
pattern of tho village* ' ■ • • • • •

Vaonas (Chart 2}

The name of Vatina village cams* from Vas (Bamboo in gujarsti lang
uage) to the uaat of tho villsgs thspe was a forest of the Van* The Bhiln 
end Tribal people wore tho natives of tha village* In 1875 the cart tracks' 
end cemmereiellsatinn of agriculture in Vasna and its region was 
encouraged* The main products wore cotton, rice end pulses, the village 
wee included in 1080 with Benkhede Behel. In 1B62 ihr^ao ehope were 
opened by the local mere! isntsCvanise) in 1892 the police chowkyipoliee
station)1 was opened hscauso of its location between Kosinrirw and Bhatpur*

2It wee else situated near Sankhede than Kosindrs. In 1692 a latter box 
wee installed in this village. Tha primary school was opened in 1905 and 
the library wee opened in 1910* Bug to the facilities of tha railway 
station at Bhatpur (Photo 27) e privets passenger bus wee started in 1928 
between Keeindre Bhetpur vie. \V sene. But it wee plied only during the 
feir weather* While during monsoon* the passengers were coming to Bhetgur 
on horseback or bullock certs* The rood'between Veens end Bhstpur ie still 
metalled* In 1935 the library building use built end in 1936 the secondary 
school wss opened end in 195? the dispensary was opened* The rice, oil end 
flour mills were opened in 1948* Before that the husking wee done by annuel

Source l 1,2 Geyetuar of Bororia State Vo1*1I page 524



The sequence of occupance n V nfo?
typos 0;- occupancQ

19S-I

197s

1?l5!

!o6o

19??
1912

194J

1740

1951

^■52

f9 71

1900

1910

19°5i

190c

l89i

1890.

188 b

commerce.

Services

services

services

Services

1 Services

3 e.rvices

i services

services

1880
commerce

” services

<87? Com, agriculture 
cotton, rice 1 pulses

18 7(

detfc.^yin^'.1; V culture.! i 1:p;r.0 : ri'vv.nnx rasiurces

phone rso‘€, •i*???

milk co-op Society, 1976 
pqnk of baroda , (974

electricity, 1969

pcmchayat raj, 1?65,taUtf office

rice,oilflour mill? , i?49

*93?S&c on dary School (jpensd 
library building bmltq 193*?

library, 191° 

primary School , I909

!ef+er boK, 
poUt<z ckawkyt lopi

J-miVbho ps by Van lets , 1882
village included , 1880

residence

, tractor, tySC 
( e. state highway no-.^

' Water supply & bridgenssr bodeh,
i960

i canal irrigatioo, 1997

j cycle, 1935

pvt. bus service betwa-a-n 
Kosindra - vasru>" fehqtpur , ISJ-8

Cart-tracks put m order for the 
t ran Spurt of forest- proiiatX Coifon 
rice by pulse? for export, 1679

Subsistence agriculture 1
legendary 1

bhib tribal people j forest of bantboosCvAOgymsrwaKr

Chert* '. 2 Source■ gazetteer of baroja state voi •
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labourers, fhe eye la uaa introduces! in 1955. In 1957 canal irrigation 
yen started. In I960 the village water works waft installed. Before thet 
people were using the river water for daily requirements. In 1963 
the introduction of the Panebeyat Raj necessitated the appointment 
of a talefci*a office. The major change came in 1964 when the 
Cestarn State Highway No.S was opened for traffic. It is only ona 
kilometre away fro® the village. Ten private tractors ware introduced 
in the village. Electricity cam© to the village in 1969. The milk 
co.operative society was established in the village in the year 1976. 
And a branch of the Bank of Barode was opened in 1976. In 1979 the 
telephone services war® extended from Kosindre to Wasna and the village 
now hae 8 private telephones.

Kosindro ? (Chart 3)

. The Bhila nnci Tribal peoplo wore the native of thie village.
The mein source of water was the Horen river. In 1B75 tho cert track
was improved which as in Bhatpur and Uesna encouraged the cultivation
of commercial crops, such as option, 'rice end pulses. In 1980 the
village wee induced in the Sanfcheda ft a Hal. Tha first (letter box
was started in 1893 and in 1895 four village shops ware storied. The

k 5primary school was opened in 1905. And in1 tha year 1910 the library usa 
opened* Private bus services were introduced in 1928, plying between 
kosindra to Bheipur vie Vtene. Tha railway station at Bhetpur encouraged 
the flow of traffic to that viliege* But the service uaa only during 
the fair weather. Both tha Brush river in north end Harsh river in 
south got flooded in the rainy cesson, which circumstances forced people 
to go towards west to Bhetpur for going elsewhere in the State. The 
secondary school was opened in 1939 and tho co.operative society in 1942 
canal irrigation was started in 1957. Private cycles ware introduced into 
the village in 1958. The branch poet office wee started in 1963.

But the year 1960 a»u a major change in the village when the bridge 
(Photo 3) over the Orsung River near Bndell ues built and the Eastern 
State Highway No.5 passed through the villagefPhoto 12 6 16). Due to the

Sources 1 Gayeteer of Bombay Presidency tfel.VI page 48 
3,4,5 Geyeteer of Bared* State Vol.II page 624.,



The' sequence- of- occupaoce in Kosirurifu

types of occupgnce dcvblupmtnl: of ailhltiS iberrc material ~ resources
1980

1975

197c —

196^

196c

197c

1947

1940

19a

100

1927

1920

1915

1910

1907

1900

I895

1890

1585

1880

1875 -

1870

Commerce

Services
services

Services

services

services

services

Services

com. agriculture 
cotton, rice & pulses

higher secondary school, 1976 
phone no' 4-2. , 1978

bants • 1,milt ‘co-op. society lyM-

vefcwnotry centre
open built drainage System ,197*
electricity, dispensary 67 family planning 

19S3 centre

branch past opf-lce , 19^5

CO-OP Society, 194a 
secondary schooi , 1959

library, 1910 

primary school, tgo;?

Four jYiixaci shops, 18515

letter box, r8y5

village included, 1660

residence
Subsistence agriculture) 
legendary

bhiis y tribal people

scooter, 1975

tractor, 1967
S-t. bus Services, 19155

bode! 1 bridge, 1<?40 
cycle introduce , 1958 
coinal irrigation , 1957

pvt-lous services between 
Kos'meira -vusna- bhatpur.tfiSo

Cart-tracks put in order for the. 
transport of forest product-jO® Han, 
rice y pulses, 137^ f £or ex'poV't

! forest ,river water potential

Charf ■ J Source• gazetteer of feareda State vo!..£ fp m-52*



20
silitias of feha highway, Kosincfra dmm loped its eommorco. Thu 
‘users could now sell, their coabcreps to die tent markets. The cash 
ips, ware cotton end banana. In 19fi6 the tractor uar? introduced 
the village for purposes of commercial fern inf? (Photo 11)* At 

present there am IS tractors* Electricity earaa to the village in 
1 €*60• Sine® than many private wells warn constructed end electric 
pumping sets were installed for irrigation (Photo 7)«, Intensive 
cultivation of cash crops become the pattern of cultivation* Unlike 
in Bhetpur the water in Kooindra is pood for irrigation. The vetarnnry 
centre we© opened in 1972. Village has an open drainage system hut 
well constructed in 1972. The Bared a D istrict Central Cooperative 
Bank and a branch of the State Bank of India started functioning 
in 1974* The ft ilk C o .Operative; Society was started in 1974 due to 
6 erode Dairy. Cue to these facilities cattle rearing has become an 
important occupation of the village. Thera are 100 motor cycles in 
the village. Thebo vehicles are used by farmers to suparvion cotton 
end banana cultivation (Photo 7) Telephone services are introduced 
in the village recently and thorn aro 42 telephone connections in thti 
village, which shows its economic superiority over the other two 
central villages. The higher secondary classes ware introduced in 1979 
in the Secondary School*


