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CHAPTER THREE

REVIEW OF RELATED RESEARCHES

In experimental psychology the problem of motivation
and that of learning — how behaviour changes as a result
of training and practice — have been considered to be
intricately linked. Several motivational concepts have
arisen originally as adjuncts of the analysis of how

learning takes place in lower animals.

4 need or a motive as a relatively enduring disposition
of personality was developed by Murray in an attempt to
formulate a comprehensive system for the description of

personality.

In the 404 McClelland set about studyimg dynamic
human motivatien, both through )Freudian psychological
insights and through sophisticated experimental techniques
which had earlier been used only in the observation of
laboratory\ animals. Freudian psychologists observed the
fact that motivation was evident in the famtasy lives of
individuals and used the interpretation of dreams to dis-
cover the motivatiens, hidden conflicts and wishes of
individual subjects. It was Murray who held the view that

a need (for dominance, affiliation, achievement, murturance
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autonomy, deference, aggression, and the like) could be
aroused from within by internal processes or from without
by the effects of immediate situations (which he called
press). However, Narziss Ach (1910) and Kurt Lewin (1926)
had already discussed concepts related to read for achéeve-
ment: The former attempted to explain the achievement
related behavieur of subjects in his laboratory utilising
the concept of 'determining tendeney?!, and the latter
employed the coﬁcept of quasi-need. ‘So as to keep thei;’ N
subjects responding, experimentevsin psycheology ﬁ*’sei to
induce the achievement motive. However, they did not have
any control over its.effects nor were they able to take
into account individual differences in achievement motiva-

tion.

McClelland, Atkinson, Clark and Loweil,, while struggl-
ing with empirical studies in the late 408 :, could scarcely
avoid formulating general ideas, however vague, about a
theory of motiyatioh.\ In the process of trying to discover
conditions for experimeirbally arousing a motive they were Ly
compelled to consider just what a motive is and study its
effeé:ts on imagination and behaviour. McClelland then
turned to Murray's TAT which stimulated individuals to
express famtasy thoughts that revealed their dominant

motives. He then began to concemtrate on the study of
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achievement motive.

In the last few years, the increasing interest of
psychoiogis’cs in the area of motivation is implied by the
number of researches and publications. This not only
indicates the desire to find satisfactory solutions to
problems of human behaviour, but also a challenge for
better planning of change in the educational world.

Plamnned changes can be introduced and sustained more effec- v
tively, McClelland has shown, if motivation to achieve can

be 'managed’.

Severai methods have been used to study the level of
n Ach, and both projective and objective type of measuring ‘
instruments have been developed. In some studies, child-
ren's literature has been used to predict the n Ach of

individuals fifty years later.

Studies on level of n Ach among school and college
stu&ents and its comparison with comparable groups in
different partsA of the world have been undertaken. Compara-
tive studies on n Ach level are of two types one depending
on the country to which the population belongs and the
other based on the different ethnic groups. There have
also been several correlational ‘s’cudies on n Ach, and -

certain personality, demographic and envirornmental variables.



Several experiments have been conducted to arouse the
achievement motive in various situations and'thereby raise
the n Ach level of the subjects. For this, achievement
motivation training programmes as well as followwup studies
to determine their impact are being contimuously conduct ed
for managers and entrepreneurs as well as ﬁorkers in
industry. Similar programmes are also being implemented

for school and college youth.

For the first time in 1962, a motivation training
programme was conducted for businessmen by the Indian
Institute of Management, Ahmedabad. Another developmental
programme was taken up at Kakinda in 1964. Winter, an
associate of McClelland, was closely eonneqted with this
project. The programme was for training fishermen of
Kakinda. Simultaneously another similar training programme

was conducted for businessmen of Vellore and Rajamundhry.

Research in India in this area first started in 1965
when McClelland studied the n Ach level of tribal school
boys of Madras. However, the first indigeneous effort
came up in 1968-69 when Mehta conducted a survey of the
achievement motive of high school boys of Delhi under the

auspices of the National Institute of Education, New Delhi.

Evezkhough research in the area really began only in

1969, it has already gained tremendous momentum with a
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large mumber of researches having been comﬁle’ced and many

others underway.

Following is a brief review of importamt researches
related to the present investigation. They are classified
on the basis of variables, for example, age, sex, family
size and the 1iKe, with reference to wljich n Ach has been
studied. The trend of research in India, in this area
has also been presented, followed by a mention of the

nature and scope of the presemt study.
N ACH LEVEL OF PUPLLS AND SEX

Regearches by Veroff (1950) and Veréfi’, ‘Wilcox and
Atkinson (1953), wherein a direct comparison of n Ach
levels ir; boys and girls was made, revealed that girls
goored significanmtly higher than boeys. Studies conduct ed
by Minigione (1965), Mehta (1971), Chaudhary (1971) and
Mohta (1973) also revealed that girls had a significantly
greater n Ach than the boys. Ina study on tribal students
of Assam, Gokulnathan (1972) found tha:/t girls had a
significantly highern achievement level than the boys.’ To
measure the n Ach level, TAT pictures were used. To check '
for any overlapping of the community (tribal and non-tribal)
and sex, Gokulmathan (1972) regrouped the data., Within the

tribal group, the n Ach mean for the boys was 5.95 and that
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for the girls 2.87, showing a greater mean n Ach score for
the boys than for the girls, but the difference was not
statistically significamt. However, among the non-tribals,
the girls scored a mean of 6.12 and the boys a mean of 3.92,
the difference being significant at .01 level. The tribal
boys showed a significantly grealer mean n Ach score than
the non-tribal boys (significant at .02 level). On the
other hand, the tribal girls did not shew any significant

difference from the non-tribal girls.

In a study by Jagbir Kaur (1972), tenth class pupils
from schools of urban and rural areas were selected. With
reference to background, the female subjects had higher
mean scores as compared to male students. Analysis of
variance for n Ach of the four groups, namely, urban male,
urban female, rural male and rural female, revealed a
highly significant difference in n Ach between girls and
boys, the difference being in fayour,of-fhe girls. No
significant difference was foumnd in n Adﬁ level between
urban and rural, students. In the analysis of variance,
the interaction of background krurai and urban) and sex,
indicated that girls and beys did not differ on n Ach.
Resultsaof the gtudy by Munz, Sinouse and Letchwerth (1968)
are in keeping with the findings of Jagbir Kaur. Bruckman
(1966), MuknePjee (1966) and Desai (1970) also found no
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sex differences in n Ach. In the study on high school
pupils of Gujarat, Desai (1970), using Mehta's TAT pictures,
found that the mean n Ach for the boys was 6.0 and that for
the girls 5.48, the difference being not statist ic/,;mlly
significant. Findings of Pathak (1974) also do not indicate
any significant difference between the mean n Ach of the

two sexes.

Sinha (1967), using a self-describing essay for
assessing n Ach, found pest-graduate boys having a higher
n Ach than girls. Rosenblum and Hearman (1970), while
studying first born males and females found that the former

were superior to the latter in n Ach.

A study by Desai and Trivedi (1972) on boys and girls
in grade IX indicated a higher n Ac:h mean for the boys than
that for the girls. In a study on adolescents, Namdeo (1972)
also found that the boys had a higher mean n Ach,

From the above findj.ngs, there is no evidence of a )
clear trend as regards the sexwise trend of the mean n Aéh
scores., However, according to Mehta (1973), as a socially,
disa&vam;aged group, women irrespective of socio-economic
gtatus, tend to show a greater urge to improve resulting

in high n Ach.
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N ACH AND PUPILS' AGE

Findings of research by Tamhankar (1968) and Pathak
(1974) indicated that there was no relationship between
n Ach and age. According to Mehta (f969), the mean n Ach
scores of subjects in the age group 12 to 17 reveal an
interesting trend. The mean n Ach scores for the different
age levels formed a V-shaped curve with the highest mean
n Ach t.as 8.02 for 12 year old boys. As the analysis of
variance did not reveal any significant difference for the
different age levels it can be concluded that n Ach and

age have a curvilinear relationship.

In their ldngitudinal studies, Kagan and Moss (1959)
found significant coefficients of gtability for indices
from the age qf 8 years 9 months to 14 years 6 months;
Moss and Kagan (1961) found similar results over a period
of 10 years from adolescence into adulthood. Similar
findings were also reported by MeClelland (1965b) indicabing
that n Ach scores of college students could predict life

outcomes over periods of 10 years or more..
N ACH AND SIZE OF THE FAMILY

The impact of family size on the need achievement
scores of boys according to Rosen (1961), varies with their

social class. Mot ivation scores declined as family size
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increased; the effect of the size of the family was much
greater & the upper-middle class and lower class levels

than at the lower-middle and upper-lower class levels.

According to Heckhéusen, the size of the family is an
important factor which hinders or furthers the development
of strong achievemert motivat ion. The large size of
" families was found to have an unfavourable effect on

certain groups of the social classes.
N ACH AND BIRTH ORDER

Birth order, éccording to Hecldqausén, is an important
faetoi' in small group structure which can hinder or infduence
the déveiopment of strong achievement' motivgtion. Though
there is a fair amount of agreement that birth order is a
significant determinant of an individual's personality,
there is disagreement regarding the characteristics
connected with different birth orders. In a few studies
(Atkinson and Miller, 1965; Rosen, 1961; Sampson, 1962;
Koning, 1963), the first born have been described as high
achievement motivated while in other studies (Schacter,
1959; Bittes, 1961) they have been characterised by
dependency, however, Mukherjee (1968) found equivocal

-

evidence on this.
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~  Some Investigators hold that the latter born have
higher achievement motivation and go on to interpret it
with the help of factors like 'greatest incemtive to strive
to surpass other siblings? (Adler, 1930), 'better parental
care and experieénce! (Gewirtz, 1948} Sears, 1950) and
‘constant encouragement f.:rom the older éiblings to engage
in competitive activities!' (Lasko, 1952; Fischer, 1952). |
Among the Indian and Japanese-cultures, the youngest
children appear to be more achievement motivated (McClelland,
1961). However, according te Bossard and Boll (1955) the

role of a studious and achieving child may be taken up by
any child in the family.

There does mnot, however, seem to be any conclusive
evidence on the relationship between birth order of a child

and his motivation to achieve.
N ACH AND LOCATION OF SCHOOL

In the study by Jagbir Kaur (1972) no significant
difference was found between the mean n Ach scores of
urban and rural pupils. The differences were not signi-
ficant even when boys and girls were considered separately.
This means that, with reference to background, n Ach scores

of boys and girls dol not differ.

In the study of tribals of Assam,by Gokulnathan and

Mehta (1972), rural subjects showed greater mean n Ach
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scores than the urban subjects, but the difference was ﬁot
significant indicating that place of residence had no
bearing on the level of n Ach of the pupils. They found
that the tribal boys in the rural and urban samples exhibited
more or less the same level of achievement motivation.

The non-tribals from the rural area did not reveal a
significantly higher n Ach level (mean n Ach. 4.73) than
their urban counterparts (meaﬁ n Ach, 3.75). Tribal (mean
n Ach, 5.87) and non~tribal (megn n Ach, 4.73) rural boys
did not reveal a gsignificant difference in their n,Ad&
levels, .but their urban counterparts did (mean n Ach. 5,98
ané 3,75, respectively). The rural tribal boys showed a-
tendency for a higher n Ach (mean n Ach 5.87) than the
urban non-tribal boys (mean n Ach 3.75), although the
difference was mot significant. The trend of the analysis
of n Ach scores of tribalsand mon-tribals from urban and
rural areas, particularly the boys, irrespective of the
area of their residence, possessed a higher level of n Ach
than the non-tribals; the tribals f.‘rom a rural background ~
were, in regard to n Ach, closer to the tribals in either
group. This suggests that a rural background tends to

produce greater achievement striving in the high school boys.



N ACH AND LEVEL OF VOCATIONAL ASPIRATION

Martire (1956) has shown that the group with the
stfongegt as well as the most generélised achievement
motive also produces the greatest discrepancy between real
and ideal self image and between aétual and desired’
possession of achievement-related personal traits. The
findings of Coopersmith (1959) and Reimanis (1964) were
simila:. They used ratings by self and others but in
connection with the same typé of motivation (the need for

achievement).-

Although there are several definitions of level of
aspiration, career goals (vocational aspiratitns) have
been frequently used as indicators of level of aspiration.
Mahone (1960) found that failure motivated adolescents
made more unrealistic career choices than did success-
motivated adolescents. The career choices were either
above or below their ability to achieve them. Bufnsteih
(1963) investigated the extent to which desired careers
were seriously aspired for and found that success-
motivated persons had a higher level of aspiration than
did failure motivated persons. The latter were content
with simpler occupations as it meant evading uncertainities
and exertions involved in demanding careers. Similar

findings were reported by Litting (1963a) and Rein (1963).
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The study by Miner and Neel (1958) revealed that
highly motivated persons had, throughout, a higher level
of occupational aspiration. According to Burnstein and
others (1963), the demands for one’s best performance were
more decisive than the mére prestige of an occupation.
McClelland (1965b) found that high achievement motigation

did lead to enmterprising emterpreneurial occupat ions.

Reid and Gohen (1973) found that low n Ach students
tended to pursue certificate rather than degree courses
in college. In this study, the gignificamtly stronger
-aspirations of tl:w very lew n Ach students for university/
administrative positions at an age of 45 years was taken
as evidence of their unrealistic appraisals of their

future career prespects.

Muthayya and Rajeshwari (1969) studied personal
aspirations and ifts relation to achievement motive in
female secondary grade trainmes. A pictorial non-verbal
ladder scale was used as a measure of aspiration. Murray's
TAT was used' t0o measure achievement motivation. None of
the coefficients of correlation regarding goal discrepency
scores and n Ach scores were significant indicat’ing the
absence of any relationship ‘betm;een achievement’ motive and

level of aspiration,



ﬁijauawaﬁ and Chaudhary (1970), using a sample of
boys and girls of higher secondary schools of Punjab,
found that n Ach influenced vocational aspiratien and
choice.‘ It was found that the high n Ach — low anxiety$
group was realistic while high anxiety-low n Ach group
was unrealistic regarding vocational choices., Vandev
Meer (1967) also found significant, although non-linear

relationship, between n Ach and level of aspiration.

Pareek, Kumar and Chattopadhyay (1968) studied
families in a north Indian village and factor analysed the
data concerning level of aspirations on seven different
aspects of living and traced three factors of which
achievemernt orientation explained 22 per cemt of the
variance. Jawa (1972) found a significantly positive

correlation to future aspirations.
\

It may be concluded that researches have identified
vocational aspiration and level of aspiration to ceorrelate

significantly with n Ach.

N ACH AND FATHERS' EDUCATIONAL LEVEL

- o - . oo, s

Achievement motivated behaviour in children is
possibly, according to Kagan and Moss (1962), correlated
to the parents' education level, especially the fathers'.
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This relationship, according to them, is partieularly marked
when children become adults, that is, the paremtal level of
education is a better predictor of a child’s futufe intelli-
gence .than the mother's IQ. This relationship is under-
standable because thejarents' level of education is
expressed in the achievement related content of daily life
_in its socio-cultural contdxt and from this the child picks

up, takes over and develops his value attitudes.

According to Mehta (1969), gubjects whose fathers or
guardians possessed proféssional or semi-professional
qualifications or some kind of university educat ion tended
to show higher n Ach scores tfaan others. Subjects whose
fathers possessed little education (mean n Ach 6.88) or
no education (mean n Ach 7.13) showed higher n Ach than
those whose fathers possessed a high schooi education
(mean n Ach 6.18). These findings, with higher n Ach at
the extremes of the educational scale, _indicate the
existence of a curvilinear relatienship between n Ach level
of pupils and their fathers® educational level. It further
revealed that subjects whose fathers had a university degree
had a significantly higher n Ach than those whose fathers
had an high school education. The n Ach level of these
pupils was also gignificantly lower than that of subjects

whose fathers had education upto the intermediate level.
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Desai (1971) studied the n flch of children of illiterate
parents, primary educated parents, secondary educabted parents
and graduate paremts and found a significant positive rela-
tionship between thé parents' educational level and pupils'ﬁ

n Ach scores.

Gokulnathan (1972) explored the relastionship between
fathers! educational level and n A;:h by grouping the n Ach
scores in different ways. The fimdings in&ic‘ated that
" tribal boys of fathers of low educational levleill. did not
differ from non-tribal boys of fathers with high and middle
educational levels. Eveﬁ‘thou‘gh, the three educational
status gfoups (high, middle and low) among the tribal or
non-tribal boys indicated a linear relatioﬁship, analysis
of variance showed that the mean differences in n'Ach were
not significant. Thus, the finding of McClelkand and
others (1955) showing significantly greater n Ach of boys
of fathers of higher educational backgrounds was not
supperted by this study. The findings did not alse conform
to the findings of Mehta (1969) which formed a V-shaped
curve indicating a curvilinear relationship between n Ach
of high s‘ehoml boys and the educatiomal level of their
fathers. As regards fathers' educational background and
the n Ach level of their dguéhters, the mea\n score was

highest in case of girls from the high group, followed by
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the middle and low‘g:i:oup. This relationship did conform

to the findings of Mehta"s study (1969). However, the mean
difference was not statistically significamt indicating that
girls with varying levels of fathers' educational backgrounds
did not differ in n Ach. Classifying the data, further,
according to area of residence — urban and rural — the
relationship of educational level of fathers with n Ach
level of pupils has alse been studied. Need achievement
among the urban boys indicated a linear trend, but there
was no significant difference between the three groups
according to the educational level of the fathers., Among
rural pupils, there was no boy whose father belonged to

the high educational level. There was no significant
difference in the n Ach level of boys ef fathers of the
other two educational status groups. Rural boys whose
fathers belonged to the middle educatiomnal status showed
highest mean n Ach scores which were significantly higher

than those of their urban counterparts.

Urban girls (Gokulnathan, 1972) with different parental
educational backgrounds exhibited a somewhat linear trend
of mean n Ach scores while the rural sample indicated a
V-shaped curve. However, none of the mean differences were
‘s’tat\istically significant, Further analysis of the scores

was done on the basis of tribal and non-tribal grouping.



Among the tribals, only one boy had a father who belonged

to the high educational status group. The three educational:
status groups in the tribal and non-tribal samples did not
reveal any significamt differences in their mean n Ach. As
regards comparisons with the tribal and non-tribal groups,
the middle and low educational status tribal boys showed
higher mean n Ach' scores than the low edueationai status
ﬁon—tribal boys. This indicated that tribal boys of low
parental educational level did not differ from non-tribals
of high and middle parental educational levels.

The trend in the findings reveals the fact that,

" generally, children of high and low educabtional level
fathers have a higher mean n Ach than those of middle
educational level fathers. This clearly indicates a
curvilinear relationship between educational level and

n Ach.

N ACH AND FATHERS' OCCUPAZIONAL LEVEL

" Veroff et al. (1960). estimated achievement motivation
levels of various sections of the AmePican population from
a large representative sample, and found high occupational
level as a characteristic of population groups with high

n Ach.
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According to McClellend (1965), managers and executives
become so because of théir m Ach level. That is, those
found in entrepreneurial F‘pusiness occufpations are more likely
to be the ones who were h:fgh n Ach college students than

their peers who had low n Ach.

Educat ional achievement scores and the social class
variables including the occupation of the main wage earner
were treated separabtely fqr boys and girls against n Ach
scores in the study by Gokulnathan (1970). Educational
achievement was‘positively correlagbed with n Ach for both
boys and girls. Among the boys, the relationship was
significant at .70 level while it was not significant in
the case of the girls. Ho';vever, Myers héd, obtaine@ highly
significant positive correlations for both boys and girls
separately. The n Ach and social class in the former studyt
may have been due.to the exclusion of the occupation of
the main wage earner. The socio-ecomﬁlic status variables,
including occupation of the main wage earner, when treated
separately for boys and girls against n Ach, showed
different results. The education and occupational level
of the main wage earner were inversely related to the boys
n Ach. 1In fact, occupat iona/l status is greatly determ;‘med
by educational st’at}xs. . In this study, both indicated a

negative though not significant relationship with the n Ach
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of the boys. This indicated that boys whose fathers are
high in secio-economic status were not specially trained
in achievement striving or that such training was inten-
tionally neglected. Fathers high in educational and
occupational level, though they lived in an achievement
oriented elimate, did not allow their sons to live under a
similar climate. Eathers' high océupational level more

and more encouraged their daughters towarés achievement.

The fiﬁdings of Mehta's study (1967) revealed that
subjects whose fathers were doing semi-professional work
scored the highest mean ﬁ Ach scores. Their n Ach level
was consistently higher than that of any other group.
Subjects whose fathers belonged to the skilled workers'
group revealed higher mean n Ach scores than that of
pupils whose fathers were: professional workers, cle;z'ks,
shop-~keepers or semi-skilled workers; their n Ach was the
same as that of subjects whose fathers belonged to the
unskilled workers? group. The latter group indicated a
higher mean n‘ Ach score thaﬁ those coming from the clerical
- and professional groups — an inconsistent trend was noted
in the subjects' n Ach scores when plotted against ’fathers'

occupat ional level.

Boys of fathers of professional occupations, in the

study by Gokulnathan and Mehta (1972),obtained the highest
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mean n Ach follewed by thosg from semi-professional eoccupa-
tions, then by those from skilled and semi-skilled, the
unemployed groups showing the lowest n Ach level. In this
study, however, none of the relationships between fathers!

occupational level and boys'n Ach level were significant.

The trend in the distribution of mean n Ach scores of
girls was more or less similar to that of the boys, but

still not significant.

The results further indicated that the urban secondary
school adolescents did not differ in their n Ach level by
the fathers? oécupational status. These findings were
however different from those of other researchers.

Tamhankar (1967) reported greater mean n Ach in urban
school boys from the medium business class group as compared
to the others in the gtudy. Similar findings were reported

by Fraser (1961) with rural Orissa boys.

According to Desai (1971), children of those who are
in white~collar jobs, fourth class staff and businessmen,
score significantly higher n Ach scores than those of the
others. The relationship between fathers' occupational

level and children's n Ach was statistically significant.

Childeen of fathers in professional and semi-

professional groups in the study by Mehta (1969), parti-
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cularly the latter group, showed a consistenmtly higher level
of n Ach than children from the other groups. Children of
small shop-keepers revealed the lowest level of n Ach. The
difference in n Ach of children of skilled workers and of
shop-keepers was significant (p £ .01). The findings
indicated a depression in the n Ach of children in the
middle rués of the fathers' educational continuum as well

as in the occupational ladder.

N ACH AND MOBILITY OF THE FAMILY

McClelland's need for aehievement model (McClelland
et al., 1953) predicts that individuals scoring high im
n Ach will be attracted by situatioms in which there is
opportunity for moderate risk t.aking, individual responsi-
bility and prompt knowlgdge of results. Findings of
researches from a wide cross-section of cultures provides

support (Heckhamsen, 1961) to thisiilea.

Hines attempted gathering evidence on the differences
between ‘stayers' and *leavers' in an at’tempt‘ to improve
understanding of the graduate emigration phenomenon. The
propensity bo serk 61’ reject change, as reflected through
the index of comservatism, is one of the characteristics

that influence behaviour. It is presumed that one could
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predict that a person who is high;y conservative (resistant
to change) has low motivation for success. The comverse,
high motivation and low conservatism, might not necessarily

lead to a tendency to emigrate.

The findings reveal that as the self-selection
process would be completed in the finai year of the
university, students whe were approaching graduation and
who planned to seek‘empleyment abroad, were substantially
higher in achievement motivation than those who expected
to remain in New Zealand. At the point of graduation, the
inteiqding emigrant group had reduceé itself to a comparison
of relatively high achieving liberal-minded individuals.
Among the stayers, the n Ach reﬁained constant and they‘

were more comnservative.

N ACH AND MOTIVATION TOWARD SCHOOL

It is common knowledge that a motivated person acts
differently from his ummetivated coﬁnterpart . Only a
‘motivated individual feels invelved and committed to the
work he undertakes and thereby derives pleasur’e inherent
in his job which has dir\ect bearing on the output.
Winterbottom (1958) found that boys w};le scored high in
n Ach were rated by their teachers as showing more pleasure

in success in school work indicating higher motivation



towards school than beys who scored low in m Ach.

In the experiment on achievement motivation develop-
ment conducted by Desai and Trivedi (1972), th® mean pre-
experiment *metivat ion toward scheool®' score, measured by
the Junior Index of Motivation of Frynier, was 86.8 and
the post-experiment score was 87.1 — the gain was not

significant.

N AGCH AND PUPILS! PERCEPTION OF ACHIEVEMENT DEMANDS
BY PUPILS, TEACHERS AND FATHERS

Research by MéClelland (1953), Ryan (1958), Coleman
(1960),JFraser (1959), Tannenbaum‘(1962); and Drews and
Teapan (1963) indicated that the demands made en an
individual by his social envipomment comtributed to the

development of his desire to succeed.

According to McClelland and others (1953), "..... all
motives are learned ..... they develop out of repeated
affective experiences connected with certain types of
situations and types of behavieur." This, according to
Murlidharan and Topa (1970), indicates the importance of
early childhood training and the experiences thereof, as
n Ach implies situations imvelving a tgtandard of excellence!

and behaviour which includes either competition with those
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standards of excellence or attempts to meet them’Which, if
successful, produce positive affect. In early childhood
these standards are determined and set by paréntal expecta~-
tions from the child, that is, by the degree to which they
expeet their chiddren to stand on their own feet. When the
child starts his formal scheoling, according to Rosen (1961),
the achievement oriented demands and values of his parents
tend to be focused on the school situation. From the
beginning of his school career the middle class child is
more likely than his lower class counterparts to have
standards of excellence in scholastie behaviour set for him

by his parents.

According to Elizabeth Douvan (1956), since middle
class society mnot only places great stress on accomplish-
ment, but imposes demands earlier than does the working
class, it was expected that the need for aehievpment‘weuld
be more gemeralised in middle class children than in

children of lower status.

McClelland et al. (195%) stated that achievement
motivation in an individual or society develops out of
gréwing expectations. The demands put on an individual by
his social envirenment comtribute to the development of

his desire for success.
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Rosen and D'Andrade (1949) concluded that parents
of high n Ach boys tended to be competitive and showed more
involvement. They appeared more cencerned with their sons?
performance and on the average 'they put out more affective
acts'. PFurther data indicated that parents of a boy with
high n Ach tended to have higher aspirations for him to do
well at any given task. They set up 'standards of excellence'!
for him and if none existed, they expected him to do 'better
than average!. They tended to react ‘bé) his performance with
warmth and gpproval and in the case of methers, with dis-
approval if his performance was poor. Achievement training,
as reported by Resen’and B)‘Andrade constributes to the
development of n Ach., Mothers of boys with high n Ach
tended E@ress te achievement training in their sons. They
were more dominant and expect‘ed less self-reliance than the
mothers of boys with low n Ach, but their aspirations for
their sons were higher and their concern over success was
greater, For the development of high n Ach, the boys
appeared to need more autonomy from the father than from
the mother. The father who gave the boys a higﬁ degree of
autonomy provided him with an opportunity to compete on
his own ground, to test his skill and to gain a sense of
confidence in his own competence. As the mother-son
relations were probably more seeure than those between the

father and son, the boys were better able to accept higher
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levels of dominance and rejection frem the mother than from '
the father without adverse effect on the bdys' need to

achieve.

According to Mehta (1969) the rate of achievement
qualities perceived by the subjecfs in their peers teachers
and fathers showed pesitive -}Lnterc@rrelations. The pupils'
socio~economic status and their fathers' educational level
and occupatienal group indicated a difference in perception
of achievement related gqualities. The boys' perception of
qualities in peers and fathers showed no difference for
the school seocio-economic status, achleving status and
location. The low socio-economic status beys, however,
perceived a greater humber of achievement qualities in their
teachers than were perceived by the boys in middle and high
socio~economic status sehool boys. Boys in low achieving
status (AS) schools and those in rural schools perceived
a greater number of achievement related qualities in
teachers tha‘,n did boys in high AS and urban schools. The
study did not reveal any relationship between n Ach and the
number of achievement related qualities perceived by the
'subjects in their peers and teachers. The n Ach scores
revealed a positive relationship with the number of
achievement related qualities perceived in fathers. Besides,

boys with high n Ach perceived a greater mumber of achieve-
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ment related qualities in their fathers than did the boys
with low n Ach.

While studying the development of achievement motiva-
tion in grils, Sudha Patel (1972) found that the girls
generally perceived achievement related qualities more in

their friends than in other individuals.

However, Shah (1972) observed that high n Ach pupils
perceived a larger number of achievement Eelé.ted qualities
in their fathers and teacher's as compai'ed to their percep-
tion of their friends, and the low n Ach pupils perceived
a greater number of achievemeni; related qualities in their
friends, than their ‘perception of achievement related

qualities in their fathers and teachers.

TREND OF RESEARCH IN INDIA

Theugh research in achievement motivation began with
a motivation development programme over a decade ago, it
has nmot remained confined to such studies alone. The level
of need achievement has been studied among school ohildren,
undergraduate and postgradgate students, farmers and
different cultural groups. Personal, personality and
psychological characteristics of individuals -w_ith varying

n Ach levels are also being studied. The afore-ment ioned
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groups of individuals have alse formed the population for
several correlational studies. These studies explore the
relationship between n Ach and several demographic variables, .
personality factors and aspects of the social and cultural

environment .

Training for achievement motivation development has not
confined itself to prdvate enterprise, it encompasses teacher
trainees, teachers and pupils, as well. Mot ivat ion develop-
ment courses have also been held for college youth, for the
soeially disadvantaged and also for increasing the pace of
economic growth by holding programmes for werkers and

their managers.

Achievement motivation for educational growth and
development is being giyen due importance. The realisation
0f the necessity for developing a need for achievement in
today's youth is evident from research on goal setting
behaviour and also on the fixing of goals, development of
vocational aspirations and expectation boosting programmes
for school pupils. Research on n Ach of campus youth, dis-
ciplined as well as indisciplined, is also being carried

out.

Development of tools for the measurement of need
achievement have also been undertaken., As a result, the

projective technique is not the only available measure of



91

n Ach. Inventories, semtence completion tests and adapta-

tions of the existing persenality tests are alse available.

‘The present study, a descriptive-cum-correlational
survey, is on a socially and econsmically disadvantaged
section of the community, the Scheduled Tribes. fhey
comprise over six per cent of the Indian population. The
President has lald down special provisions for the welfare
of these people in the Constitution of India. In Article 29
and 30 of the Constitution a specifiec mention is made of

educat ional safeguards for the tribal people.

This investigation deals with need achievement of
tribal pupils from those. schools in Seuth Gujarat in which
they comprise the méjority of the population — 75 per cent‘
or more. Their need achievement is being studied in
relation to t;hat of non-tribals from the same schools as
well as tribals, in the same region, from such scheols

where they are not the majority.

The tribal sau;ple is also being studied taking certéin
demographic and persenality attributes and n Ach, together.
A study of the relationship between n Ach and these variables
has also been made. The mon-tribal sample, considered as

the reference group, has also been studied on the same lines.



